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10 
The Right Honourable 
Tut 


Lord BALTIMORE, 


One of the Lords Commiſſioners for 
executing the Office of Lord High 
Admiral of Great-Britain. 


HE Station in which Your Lon bsmr is 
, makes You the natural Patron of a 
ork like this; in which, the glorious At- 
even of Britiſb Seamen under paſt Reigns are 
| ſecured from Oblivion, and ſet in a true and i 
Light. How this is to the perfect Under- 
ſtanding of our Hiſtory, and to the ſecuring to their 
Memories a juſt Tribute of Praiſe from Poſterity (the 
nobleſt Reward ſuch Actions can receive) Your 
Lon psnir knows too well for me to add any farther 
Reflections of this Sort here. 
Bur, beſides the Rank and Poſt en joyed by Your 
Lon skip, there is another Reaſon Which induced 
me to put theſe Sheets under Your Protection, and 
that is, Your known Affection for, and no leſs known 


Experience in Maritime Affairs: For theſe, my 
Lord, You have been always remarkable; and 
the Reputation You have this way gained is ſo great, 
that one who wrote a Naval Hiſtory down to the pre- 
ſent Time, muſt have been led, by his very Subject, 


to the paying this Mark of Reſpect to Yier Lox n- 
SHIP, 


A 2 I might 


DEDICATION. 


I might add, that Your Lon panie's being Pro- 
prietor of the Noble Province of Maryland, Jl | 
alone have tempted me to ſuch an Application. But, 
my Lon o, all theſe Reaſons a- part,. Your * jg 
$81P's perſonal Virtues, and di ſhed Skill in the 
Sow — of on * 

any Im z and, as ve 
made Truth my principal Study in the BOOK, I was 
3 appear alſo. in the DEDICATION, 
which was, indeed, the ſtro Motive that induced 
to take this Liberty of affuring Your Lon pay, 


1 
that I am, 
Wi che uenjoſt Dury and Rees, 
| Your Lord's 

Moſt Humble, 


| Moſt — 
And moſt devoted Servant, 


ee i Waist 


THE 


my 


PREFACE. 


8 my former Volumes, I ſbewed bow effec- 
rah the Naval Power of this Nation main- 
« > fained our Commerce, and juſt Claim to the Do- 
minion of. our Seas againſt the Spaniards and the Dutch, 
who both endeavoured to lay the Foundation of their 
own Greatneſs on our Ruin; ſo in this I am to conſider 
| the noble Stand made again an Attempt of the ſame 
Kind on the Side of the French; in which, through 
the Courage and Co of our Seamen, under the 
Providence of Almighty GO D, wy have gloriouſly ſuc- 
cteded. This Triumph, as it was more hardly obtained, 
fo we muſt be conſtantly ready to ſupport our Rights, 
eftabliſhed by the Treaties to which our all-graſping 
Enemy, r * Days of ber _— Was * to 
ſubmit ; for, if ever we grow negligent, or ſupine, 
pe will moſt certainly * in — That 
CARTHAGE is not yet DzsrrRovED. 5 
BUT the Pains I have taken with reſpe to our 
1h Abroad, bave not been c able - tho Lone 
ed by our Political Diſputes at Home, the Off-ſpring, 
and yet the Bane of 2 TER | Theſe have ſhaded 
the Luſtre of all our Victories, and Party-prejudice, like 
the Slave behind the Triumphal Car, has gloried in the 


inſulting Thoſe who bumbled our Enemies. I have en- 


| deavoured all I could to avoid feeling any of the Ef- 
fet#s of theſe partial Repreſentations, and have to 
: 2 utmoſt of my Power, done Juſtice to Seamen of all 


A3 WHERE 


The PREFACE. 

WHERE I have been, by the neceſſary Conneion 
with my Subject, obliged to enter into Hiſtory, 1 
have preſerved the ſame Spirit, paid a juſt 7 ribute 7 
| Praiſe to the Virtue and Wiſdom of the Whigg Trea- 
| ſuries, and to the Abilities and Int zl Cen of bis 7 
for, though ftiled a Tory. The Ear 

„ were great Men ; both meant 1 . SG 

well, and both did ber important Services. This, 1 

have not only ſaid, but ſhewn in the following Sheets ; 
which I hope, therefore will bring my Readers to con- 
fider Domeſtick Jars, as Things pd to our Govern- 
ment, and unite them all u ney A tant Point, 
in what ' ought to be the of every — 
The Common Good. 


— 


LIVES 


Including a new and accurate Navat. 


4 CHAP. I. 
The ini BRITAIN, wander the 
' Reign of Ki ILLIAM II. from the Revolution to 
reg ole, df 

T on the Head of the 
Prince of than he to feel the Weight 


of it, and of the Cares that attended it: he had not 
ſo much as Leiſure to taſte in Peace, the firſt Mo- 


; 


— Francs was fo weak in 
this Reſpect, Miniſter, was forced 
to ſollicit and, even in this 
Reign, the the utmoſt Con- 
tempt for the ſpeak the Truth, it 
was our with the Dutch, in the Reign of King Charles 
II. that, as the French themſelves confeſs, gave them firſt an 

This Knowledge 


b. 
: 1 


3 2 
144. Tbe i | 
Lewis XIV "in the p Chap. of the wiv. Bak under the 
Lewis XIV. i the xiv. Book of Father Daniel's 
_ Hiſtoirede a Francole  Bat;40' place nd ny 
_ cleareſt Light, of 
the French Force. g 
itftogd. it was yet in a better Condition at the be- 


of the War, to which Rocourſs may be had. on all Ocank- 
. razer of the Frencu 10 | 


1 
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416. Lediard's Naval Hiſtory, 


* Burchet's Naval Hiſtory, 
p'. 623. Columna Roſtrata. 


Militaire, vol, ü. P. 149. 
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the Engliſh were but nineteen Ships in all s, 
more truly reckons them -two, wherein he a- 
with all the French Relations b. Enemy's Fleet con- 


to the Bay, and to come to a cloſe "but the ren 
ſaved him the Labour, by bearing down upon him in three Di- 
viſions, about Ten in the Morning on the firſt of May. The 
firſt Diviſion conſiſted of eight Ships, under the Command of 
Mr. Gaberet; the ſecond, of the like Force, was commanded 
by Admiral Chateau-Renault ; the third, which was alſo 
eight Ships, had for its Commander Mr. Forant ; the Fi 
was pretty warm for about two Hours; but then ſlackened, be- 
cauſe a great Part of the Engliſh Fleet could not come up; but 
they continued firing on both Sides till about five in the After- 
| noon, Admiral Herbert keeping out all the Time to Sea, becauſe 
— 3 — 44 Wind, ana thereby : 
Way by which h y gain 
> Or of RIB > But, 
about the Hour beforementioned, the French Flex flood inte | 
the Bay, which put an End to the Fight. The Engliſß Writers 
aſcribe this either to want of Courage, or to the Admiral's be- 
ing reſtrained by his Orders; but the French inform us, that he 
retired in order to take Care of the Ships under his Convoy ; 
and that after they had entirely debarked the Supply they had 


© See his Naval Hiſtory as above cited. My Reaſon for ſaying 

| what I do, in the Text, is my obſerving, that both the Accounts 

may be very well reconciled. Burchet ſpeaking only of the large 

Ships, and the other Writers of all in general, under Admiral 
i Eng 


Herbert's Command. * See his compleat Hiſtory of England, vol. 
Iii. p. 531. where he tells us, that the Engliſh Fleet conſiſted of 
eight third Rates, ten fourth, and two fifth, with two Tenders. 
i The Marquis de Quincy informs us, that the French Fleet con- 
 fiſted, exclufive of the Veſſels under their Convoy, of fifteen 
third, and nine fourth Rates; and in this, all the French Writers 
agree. i . 
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diſpoſed Thing to put to Sea the next 

| Morning, which he did + a: enbecr 

Tunis is the Battle in Bantry Bay, which, though inconſide- 
in itſelf (ſince the Exgizh, who had certainly the 


brought, 


to be obliged to draw out of the Line. 


Ti 
f] 


8 
i? 


THE 


2 


Prises. On the other Hand, our Authors are fond of charging ſome 


Miſmanagement on the French Admiral: Whereas, in Truth, he 
did his Duty very exactly; and Quincy and the other French 
Writers complain, that for Want of the Fire-ſhips, he was unable 

to proſecute the Advantages he had gained ; which ſeems to be the 

Matter of Fact. The Reader may conſult Kennet, Burnet, 

and Burchet, who have all given their Opinions on this Side the 

Queſtion, = Life of King William, Burcket's Memoirs. 
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Tus Fleet being refitted, the Admiral failed with it for Tor- 


June, where he was afterwards joined by 
by Vice-Admiral K:llegrew' on, 


to the Coaſt of France, and continued cruiſing there, 
ings, till towards the latter End of rg. 


in 
French 
ſoon after 


of 
, where 


| a ſlow Siege, in order to enure his 
4 and to render them | 
ution of his, 

on to the Government in England; and u two Regi- 
ments of Foot, under the Command of Colonel Cunningham 
and Colonel Richards, with ſome Supplies, were ſent thither : 


Lundy, who was Governor of the Town, being, as it was be- 
» Burchet's Naval Hiſtory, p. 417. Biſhop Burnet complains, 
that this Year there was nothing conſiderable done at Sea; and, ac- 
cording to his Manner, infinuates I know not what of Treaſon, or 

Treachery, or ſomething very black in it. But the Truth ſeems 
to be the Funds were late ſettled, and the Government itſelf but 
half ſettled; which occaſioned the Fleets being ill mann'd, poorly 
viQualled, and worſe paid. CO OR TW” 
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Relief at any Rate. The Commodore 
Bonadventure and Portland in his Station, | 
| ford and Dartmouth, he failed to the Aſſiſtance of the Maj 

General. He ſent The Dartmouth up to Kilmore, to receive 
his Orders, and then returned to The Bonadventure, and Port- 
land, with Intention to continue there till the Arrival of the 


I 
A 
8K 
EL 


three Ships he expected from the Earl of Torrington. With 
this Aſſiſtance, Major General X:rie, having properly diſpoſed 
the Men of War, on the 3oth of July, ſent The tjoy of 
Lo 3 HE ES e, 
* Dr. Walker, who was Governor of London-Derry, publiſhed 
an exact Account of the Siege, under the Title of A true Ac- 
« count of the Siege of London-Derry, London, 4to, 1690. 59 
« Pages.” Afterwards he wrote a Vindication of this Account, 
and from theſe, Burnet's Hiſtory, and the Detail I have had from 
living Witneſſes, I report theſe Facts. ? Burchet's Naval 
_ Hiſtory, p. 418, Columna Roftrata. 
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aptain Browning, and The Phenix of Colrain, 
F, both deeply laden with Proviſion, under 
artmouth Fri attempt 


_ 
9 . 


; 
: 


x 
2 


1 


the 
4 Fire upon theſe Ships, 
22 iſkly returned, till The Mount- 
the Boom, and broke it, and 

; is, the Jriſb gave a loud H 


7 


f 
þ 


7 


10 


to board her. the Shock 
looſened her ſo, that they floated the Boom, 
as did The Pbæni The Dartmouth's 
Fire. This ſeaſonable Supply the Gar- 
riſon, which, after ys cloſe Siege, and 
being reduced from Subſiſtance for 
two Days left, laſt of 

a, 1 

OMMODO convoyed the 
Duke of upwards of ten 
Thouſand in ni : Veſſels 


f 
> 


; 


if 
Fr 


: 
ö 


＋ 


t requiſite for maintaining 


and Ireland, and preventing any Attempt that mi 
by French or Scots Privateers. He failed with a Far 
w 


performed it, if the Wind had not veered about, and blew a 
freſh Gale, as the Yatchs and Ketches were going in, which 


4 Dr. Walker's Account, p. 33. which agrees exactly with the 
French Relation of the Siege of Quincy, Hiſt. Milit. vol. ii. p. 
233. Biſhop Burnet accuſes (though without Reaſon) Major Ge- 
neral Kirke, for not relieving them ſooner. Indeed there is no 
_ eſcaping this Prelate's Reſentment ; for if an Officer miſcarries, tis 
through his own Ill conduct; and if he ſucceeds, he might have 
done it ſooner, had he been hearty. The Truth is, the General 
thought the Buſineſs impracticable, but was determined to make 
ſome Attempt, when he underſtood the ed fatted their Dogs 
on the Bodies of the ſlain Iriſh, and then killed theſe Animals, 
„ es themſelves. See Kennet, Life of King William, 
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over to Calais *, For 
ing rewarded each of them 
a Man of War; but our Writers of 
1 go er l 
any Certainty, were Captains took them. e 

. particular Relation of this Affair in 
Fourbin's Memoirs, wherein it is ſaid, they had twenty Mer- 
chant- men under their Convoy ; that they fought two long 
Hours, and that one of the Exgliſß Captains was killed in the 
] ent ; but I think the Story, as I have given it, is 
more to be depended upon, as it comes from an unbiaſſed, and 
at the ſame time a very accurate Hiſtorian *. 2: 0. 


* Barchet's Naval Hiſtory. Kennet, Hiſtory of the Reduction 
of Ireland, p. 39. Lediard. * Hiſtoire Militaire, tom. ii. 
p. 232. * The Memoirs which paſs under under the Name of 


Count 
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In the Seffions of Parliament, in the Winter of 1689, 
made of the Conduct of Affairs at 


— Sa Vtealiers of the Fleet, onda 
" " inichs the Serjeantat Arms, 
EEE — 
i a full 40 Bren of gen kt 
— —- 


Adminiſtration, grew ſo 
for the Earl 


5 3 and to the Queen 
ed an Engliſb Fleet to convoy her fafely 
which. was readily granted; and indeed ſuch a 2 
never had been refuſed even to States in War with us, becauſe it 
was taken as a tacit Confeſſion of our Dominion at Sea; which 
might, methinks, have ſecured it from Biſhop Burnet's Cen- 

ſure . On the 24th of November, the Admiral * 


Count Fourbin, abound with ſuch exaggerated Relations, and 
therefore F muſt own I ſuſpect their Credit. As to the Work of 
the Marquiſs de Quincy, it is one of the beſt in its Kind, written 
with Care and Exactneſs, from good Authorities; and for this 
| Reaſon, the Authors of modern Memoirs, ſuch as thoſe of Marſhal 
Villars, the Duke of Berwick, and M. de Gue Trouin, tranſcribe 
it continually. . .. v Kennet, Burnet, Pointer's Chronological 

Hiſtory, &c. w Hiſtory of his own Times, vol. ii. p. 49. The 
Propriety of this Piece of Complaiſance, will more clearly — 
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with ſeven large Men of War, and two Yatchs, to Fluſbing, 

in order to i Catholick Majeſty, and her Attendants; 

1 as the Queen came on Board, to hoiſt | 
nion : 


Ji 
: 
7 


in the Downs ; on the 24th, ſhe 
ens, where their Majeſties ſent the Duke of Nor- 
pliment her, as did their Royal es the Prince 


1 
5 


he failed again in a few Days, but was 


on the 

driven of March. At laſt he failed with a 

fair Wi of that Month, with a ſtout Squadron of 
thirty 

hundred Merchant-men, bound for the ts; and after a ve- 


peſtuous Paſſage, landed her Catholick Majeſty on the 16th, 
* aw from whence he failed to execute his other Com- 
; but was forced by contrary Winds into the Harbour of 
where The Duke, a ſecond Rate Man of War, in a 
of Wind, ran aſhore, and was with great Difficulty 
- The Admiral, having executed his Commiſſion, and 
ing left Vice- Admiral Killegrew with the Mediterranean Squ 
ind him, bore away with the firſt fair Wind for : 
land, and arrived at Portſmouth on the 28th of April, where he 
landed ſeveral Perſons of Quality who had attended her Catholick 
—_— = 5 nr 
Taz Reader will eaſily diſcern, from this Account of the 
Matter, that Admiral Ruſſel performed as much as the Rough- 
neſs of the Seaſon, and o ircumſtances conſidered, could be 
expected from him. Biſhop Burnet however, ſuggeſts, that if 
it had not been for the Care he was obliged to take of the Queen 
of Spain, he might have been able to block up the Toulon Squa- 
dron, and thereby have prevented the Misfortune that acer | 
happened, 


if we conſider, that it obliged the Houſe of Auſtria; was a proper 
Return, for the Aſſiſtance given King William by that Queen's Re- 
lations; and was beſides, as Things were then circumſtanced, a ne- 
ceſlary and important Service to the Grand Alliance. * Kennet, 
Life of King William, Pointer's Chronological Hiſtory. Bur- 
Chet's Naval Hiſtory, p. 421, 422. Kennet, Columna Noſtrata. 
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happened to our grand Fleet *. But I doubt, if we examine this ts 
the Bottom, it will be found a mere too, 
not very well founded. We have before obſerved, with how 
eat Difficulty Admiral Ruſſel 
w late it was in the Year. 

great Fleet of Merchant-men under Vaſily dion 
_ theſe Circumſtances together 
of the Toulon —_ 
ring ofthe Mont of May, v 


Tultifextion of Vice Admiral Rufſes Conduct. 
 V1cs-Admiral Killegrew arriv'd at Cadiz on the 8th of 
and having, accordi op RN Wn 
Care of the Trade, been joined by two Dutch Men of 
War, the Guilderland, 222 he was next to attend 
the Motions of the Toulon Squadron. In this, however, he met 
with no ſmall Difficulty, by L * 
which ſhattered ſeveral Ships © 
two Dutch Ships, one of ſeventy-two, Squadron extremely, und te h 
Guns, after loſing all their Maſts, On ny a Mizen, foundered. 
In repairing theſe unluck 1 great deal of Time was 
waſted; and ſo much the more, Cant the Coldneſs and In- 
activity of the Governor of Cadiz, who, for his N in 
an Jay, was juſtly ſuſpected of being in the French Intereſt. 
through theſe Diſadvantages, could be brought 
— ak A Order: d the Vice-Admiral, on the gth of May, re- 
ceived three different Accounts of the Toulon Squadron's being 
at Sea. Upon this, he held a Council of War, wherein it was 
reſolved, he, purſuant to his Inſtructions, he ſhould immediately 
put to Sea, in Order to go in Search of it. On the 1oth of May, 
about four in the Morning, he failed accordingly, with nine Eng- 
liſh, and two Dutch Ships, and arrived the _ Day in the 
Mouth of the Streigbts, where he was joined by Captain Shel- 
ton, and his Detachment, from the Bay of 6 tar, and at the : 
fame Time received Intelligence, i the French Fleet was in 
the Bay of Tetuan, whither he failed in queſt of them; his Fleet 
conſiſting now of one 2d Rate, three 3d Rates, fix 4th Rates, 
two 5th Rates, in all, twelve Men of War, and two Fire-Ships, 
befides five Durch Men of War. On his Arrival in Tetuan- 
Bay, he found only two Ships, one at Anchor and the other un- 
der Sail; the latter put out Agerine Colours, and eſcaped ; but 
| the 


* Burnet's Hiſtory of his own Times, vol. ii. ubi ſupra. 
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the former being embayed, was taken by the Dutch Vice-Ad- 
miral Allemonde, and — to be * — for the 


＋ Your” 
Spani ib Colt, and W. of Ceuta 
tan, the Men a the y ry py Gag to the North, 
with their Heads Eaſtwards. Upon this, Advice was given 
and The 12 was ſent a- head to diſ- 
r 
to Gibralter. About one o Cock, they were within two Miles 
of the French Squadron, which appeared to be on the Run, and 
therefore our reer and crouded af- 
but to Purpoſe, for the French being all clean 
come out of Port (whereas ſome of ours had been ſe- 
venteen AA Tr got clear 
y were four 


mm Be 


continued till the next Day, when 
-head, and the Dutch and one 
= inſomuch, that the Admi- 
re than four Ships, which induced him 
between nine and ten in the Morn- 


the Air of a Victo us, net Chatteau- 
Renault, 5 . of the Enemy, 
ordered all the Merchant-Ships under his „ to fail "_ 
while he remained with his Sq of eight} ſen of War, be- 
tween them and the Engliſh ; and that after this, perceiving one 
of the Veſſels, which n Sailor, had fallen behind, 
he lay by ttill the paſſed him, and then, perceiving the Engl 
Squadron did not incline to engage, he continued his Courſe ©. 
But Father Daniel, who piques himſelf ſo much upon his Vera- 
city, carries the Thing fil farther ; he ſays, that on the 20th of 
May, N. S. the French Admiral, with ſeven Ships under his 
Fi» fra? diſcovered near the Streight of Gibraltar, a Squa- 
dron of twenty-three Engliſh and Dutch Men of War. He im- 
mediately prepared for Battel, and failed towards them. This 
Boldneſs of his, ſurprized them ſo much, that they had not Cou- 
rage to attack him ; and the Count, after ng for two of his 


B 2 Ships 


- Burchet's Memoirs, 8vo. 1703. p. 37. 8 Roſtrata. b Bur- 
chet's Memoirs, p. 37. Naval Hiſtory, p. 424. < Hiſtoire Mi - 
Iraire, tom. ii. p. 319. 
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Ships that were heavy Sailors, and for ſome Merchant-men that 
were willing to in themſelves under his Convoy, continued his 
Rout towards Bre/?, without the leaſt Oppoſition . There is 
ſomething ſo very improbable, not to ſay extravagant, in this Story, 
that there wanted nothing but the Hiſtorian's Reflection to render 
it perfectly Ridiculous. He concludes this tedious Detail, with 
_ obſerving, that the very Enemies themſelves could not but ad- 
mire the Ability and Intrepidity of the Count de Chatteau- Renault. 
Such Flouriſhes are fo natural to theſe Authors, that, after a very 
few Inſtances, I ſhall content myſelf with a bare Relation of them, 
and leave their Credit to the candid Conſideration of every impar- 
tial Reader, 
Ir was the 21ſt of May, before Vice-Admiral Killegrew 
could reach the Port of Cad. where having made the neceſſary 
Detachments for the ſafe Convoy of our homeward bound 
Merchant-men, he, in purſuance of his Inſtructions, ſet Sail for 
England, and in thirty-five Days arrived at Plymouth, with one 
2d, and four — wn. fix Dutch Men of War, The 
Half- Moon, and Virgin Prize. On his Arrival at Plymouth, 
he received Letters from the Lords of the Admiralty, informing 
bim, that the French, after an Engagement, had obliged our 
Fleet to retire, and were with their own about Rye, Dover, and 
| thoſe Parts, and therefore he was to take Care AI. 
Upon this, he called a Council of War, at which were 
8 Am OO und Sir C 


Send: or, 1 — not run in at 
low Water, and as they were in want of Water, Proviſions, 
and Sea-Stores, it was impoſſible for them to put to Sea; fo 


that this was the only Way left to be ſecure from any Attempts 
of the French . 


Tus French had been very induſtrious this Year, in ſendi 


large Fleet to Sea, and that early in the Seaſon ; for on the 
or 1 of March, they embarked a great Supply for Ireland, 
under the Convoy 'of 2 Squadron of thirty-ſix Men of War, 
which failed on . 4 of the ſame Month, attended by four 
Fire-Ships, and five Re and were afterwards joined by ano- 
ther Squadron from Provence, with ſeveral Tranſports ; ſo that in 
all, they convoyed over 6000 Men, beſides Ammunition and 
Money. Part of theſe they landed on the 1 ith, at Lg and 


the 


« Hiſtoire de France, tom. x. p. 155. e Burchet's Memoirs 
and Naval Hiſtory, as before cited. 


law twenty Sail of Ships, of about ſixty Guns each, 
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the reſt on the 13th, __—_ On the 8th of April, 
they left the Coaſts of that » in order to return into the 
* their 
pared to join their grand 
under the Command 

WaHriLE 


chiefly bent 

King Wilkam in 
brought to bear, 
=» embarked his 

_ I ranſports on the 
of fix Men of War 
the ſame 

with the 


f 
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15 
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ble to fit out, not only a greater 
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; 


71 
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5 
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7} 
O 
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2, 


my Wounds, and was ſent to Nants, 

re half cured. While I was at Breſt, I was aſtoniſh'd at the 
Expedition uſed in manning and fitting out their Ships, which till 
* then, I thought could be done no where ſooner than in England, 
« where we have ten Times the Shipping, and conſequently ten 
« Times more Seamen than they have in France; but there 
got ready 
« in twenty Days Time: they were brought in, and the Men diſ- 
* charged, and upon an Order from Paris, they were careen'd, 
* keeled up, rigged, victualled, manned, and out again in the ſaid 
% Time, with the greateſt Eaſe imaginable. I likewiſe ſaw a Ship 
of a hundred Guns, had all her Guns taken out there in four or 
« five Hours Time, which I never ſaw done in England in twenty- | 
four Hours, and this with greater Eaſe, and leſs Hazard, than 
« here, which I ſaw under the Hoſpital- Window; and this I am 
* fare I could do as eaſily in England.” England's Safety; or, a 
Bridle to the French King. London, 4to, 1693, p. 18, 19. f Ken- 

net's Compleat Hiſtory, Vol iii. p. 5 58. et, Burchet, Colum- 

na Roſtrata, Life of King William. 
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Tux was nothing better underſtood in England, than the 
abſolute Neceſſity of ing early in the Year, a ſtrong Fleet 
in the Channel. The Honour of the Kingdom depended upon it; 
for the French, after their ſmall Advantage 1 had 
iven out, that they would the next Summer inſult the joint 
Fleets of the Engl; and Dutch. What was ſtill more, the Na- 
tion's Safety on this Meaſure no leſs, ſince the King, 
and the greateſt Part of his Forces were abroad. Scarce 7000 re- 


t 
A 


James, almoſt every where in Motion, and waiting, in all 
Appearance, for nothing but the Sight of a French Fleet on the 
Coaſt, to take up Arms, and declare againſt the Government. 


By 
z 
S 
4 
g 
: 
f 
: 
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; 


other Hand, it was late before the Dutch 
Engliſh knowing that nothing 


2 : 
5 


2 


gone to Jreland, Orders were given for equipping a Fleet of 
| re 
id, were forced by contrary 

Winds, to put back again to that Road, yet on the 12th of June, 
they put to Sea in three rons, each Squadron being divid- 
_ ed into three Diviſions. Of theſe, the IM bite and Blue Squadron, 
commanded by Count & Eftrees, on board the Le Grande, a 
Ship of eighty-fix Guns, formed the Van-guard, conſiſting of 
twenty-ſix Men of War. The Main Body was compoſed of 

the White Squadron, commanded by the Admiral Count Tour- 

ville, in The Royal Sun, a Ship of a hundred Guns; this Squa- 
dron conſiſted likewiſe of twenty-ſix Sail; the Blue ron 
made the Rear-Guard, commanded by Mr. D' Amfreville, in The 
Magnificent, a Ship of cighty Guns, and this Squadron con- 
ſiſted but of twenty-five Sail. In all, there were ſeventy-eight 
Men of War, twenty-two Fire Ships, and the whole Fleet 
carried upwards of 4,700 Pieces of Cannon. On the 13th of 
June, ſteer d for the Engliſh Coaſt, and on the 20th, found 

themſelves off the Lizard. The next Day, the _—_— 


.» Kennet, vol. iii. p. 561, Burnet, Burchet, Quincy, &c. 


„ 1 9 3 Ea 
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ſome Engliſh Fiſhing Boats, and after having paid the Peoples 
who were on board, for their Fiſh, he ſet them at Liberty again 
(and theſe were the Men: Such was our Supineneſs I) that firſt 
t Advice of the Arrival of the French Fleet on our Coaſt ; 
while ours was lying idle and ſcarce in a Condition to put to Sea, 
as Biſhop Burnet very juſtly obſerves '. 
Our Admiral, the Earl of Torrington, was at St. Helens, 
when he receiv'd this News which muſt have ſurprized him very 
much, ſince he was ſo far from expecting any Account of this 


Kind, that he had not any Scouts out to the Weſtward *. He 


t to Sea, however, with ſuch Ships as he had, and ſtood to the 
th Eaſt, on the 24th of June, and gave Orders, that all the 
Engliſh and Dutch Ships which could have Notice, ſhould fol- 


low him. This ſhews how much he was confuſed, and how 


little Notion he had of a ſpeedy Engagement ; and indecd it was 
impoſſible that he ſhould have framed any proper Scheme of 
Action, when he had no certain Account of the Strength of the 
French, In the Evening he was joined by ſeveral Ships, and 
the next Morning he found himſelf within Sight of the Ene- 
my. The French landed, and made ſcme Priſoners on Shore, 
and by them, ſent a Letter from Sir William Jenings, an Of- 
ficer in the Navy, who had followed the Fortunes of King James, 
and ſerv'd now as third Captain on board The Admi al, promiſing 
Pardon to all ſuch Captains, as would now adhere to that Prince l. 
The next Day our Admiral received another Reinforcement of ſe- 
ven Dutch Men of War, under the Command of Admiral Evert- 
ſen ; however, the Fleets continued looking upon each other for 
ſeveral Days ®. It is certain, that the Earl of Torrington did not 
think himfelf ſtrong enough to venture an Engagement, and in 
all Probability the reſt of the Admirals, viz. Ralph Delaval, 
Eſq; Vice-Admiral of the Red; Edward Ruſſel, Eſq; Admi- 
ral of the Blue; Sir Jobn Aſhby Vice-Admiral of the ſame Squa- 
dron ; and George Rooke, Eſq; Rear-Admiral of the Red, were 
of the ſame Opinion n. Beſides he waited for Sir Cloudeſley Sho- 


vel, Rear-Admiral of the Blue, who was to have joined him with 
the Plymouth Squadron and ſome other Ships *. To 


B4 His 


1 Hiftoire Militaire, tom. ii. p. 318, 319. Kennet. p. 562. Bur- 
net, Memoires Hiſtoriques, &. * Kennet, p. 562. Burnet, p. 
93. Burchet, Columna Roftrata, Life of King William. I Bur- 
chet's Memoirs, p. 46. See likewiſe a Pamphlet publiſh'd about 
that Time, entitled, The late Plot on the Fleet detected, with the 
Jacobites Memorial, &c. London. 1690. 4to. m Kennet, Bur- 
net, Burchet, Columna Roſtrata, Life of King William. u Na- 


val Hiſtory, p. 634 ©* Burchet's Memoirs, p. 44. 


ſceing himſelf out-numbered by above twenty Sail, he was not 


Advice of the Privy Council, ſent him Orders to 


fone, e for drawing 


2 in order 


entertains us with a ſuceintt Account of this 
of the Reaſons which induced the 
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His whole Strength, as far aa I have been able to com- 
te it, conſiſted of about thirty-four Men of War of ſeveral 
38 three Dutch Admirals had under their Command, 
twenty-two large Ships 


We need not wonder, therefore, that 


willing to riſk his own Honour, and the Nation's Safety, upon 


ane bangs a Terms. But, The Queen who was then Regent, 


havin informed that her Father's Adherents intended a ge- 
12 and that if the French Fleet continued 
on the Coaſt, this would certainly take Effect; thereupon, 


at 
withdraw ?. 


Events, in order to force the French Fleet to 
obedience to this Order, as ſoon as it was wa gh, on 


is oy ws 3 
Wind with their Heads to 33 1 
THe Si when 


onal for Battel was made about Eight, 


re down, upon the Enemy, 


began about Nine, when the Dutch 
made the Van of the united Fleets, Ai with 


7 Bib Keane, kurse s e eiae, zrel rr. $62. 
which it is 
Conception 


neceſſary to tranſeribe, that the Reader may have — 


Admiral Orders to — It was a 


1 eb vg all Parts of the — thither, ſhould 
have made an Inſurrection, and have ſeized the Queen and her 
chief Miniſters. Then certain Perſons were to have taken 


upon 
„them the Adminiſtration of Affairs, n 
* James, who was to leave the Command of his Army to his Gene 


nals, and haſten with all Speed into England: the other Part of 


* the French Fleet having joined their Gallies, was to have landed 
* 8oco Men at Torbay, with Arms for a greater Number. Aſter 
« which, the Gallies and Men of War were to fail into the Iriſh Sea, 
* to hinder the Return of King William and his Forces, and the dif- 


' * contented Scotch were to have revolted at the ſame Time, in ſe- | 


« yeral Parts of that Kingdom“. 


es. Burchet's Memoirs, 36. Naval Hiſtory, 4. Columna 
Roſtata, p- P+ 
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25 
and this occaſioned a great ing between them and the Durch. 
The French, making uſe of this Advantage, ſurrounded the lat- 
ter, who defended themſelves very y. they ſuffered 
extremely from ſo unequal a Diſpute. The Admiral ſeeing their 
Diſtreſs, endeavoured to relieve them, and while they dropt their 
Anchors (the only Method they had left to preſerve themſelves) he 
drove with his own Ship, and ſeveral others, between them and the 
Enemy; and in that Situation, anchorei about five in the Afternoon, 
when it grew calm; but perceiving how much the Dutch had ſuf- 
iK ing 
dy renewing the Fight, he weighed about Nine at Night, 
Tus next Day it was reſolved in a Council of War, held in 
Afternoon, to endeavour to preſerve the Fleet, by retreat- 
8 
. This Reſolution was 


= 


9 all this, continued their Purſuit as far 
and 


as Nye Bay, ed one of our Men of War of ſeventy 
Guns, called The Anne, which had loſt all her Maſts on Shore 
near M iĩncbelſea; they ſent in two Ships to burn her, which the 
Captain prevented, by ſetting Fire to her himſelf. The Body 
of the French Fleet ſtood in and out of Bourne and Pemſey, in 
Suſſex, while about fourteen of their Ships anchored near the 
Shore. Some of theſe attempted to burn a Dutch Ship of ſixty- 
four Guns, which at low Water lay dry; but her Commander 
defended her ſo briſkly every high Water, that they were at 


length 


r Theſe Particulars are taken from a very authentick Pamphlet, 
the Title of which runs thus. The Account given by Sir John Aſhby, 
Vice-Admiral, and Rear-Admiral Rooke, to the Lords Commiſſioners, 
of the Engagement at Sea, between the Engliſh, Dutch and French 
Fleets, June 30, 1690. With a Journal of the Fleet, fince their 
Departure from St. Hellen's to their Return to the Buoy in the Nore, 
and other material Paſſages relating to the ſaid Engagement. Lon- 
don Printed for Randal Taylor, 1691, 4to. . 32. Burchet's Me · 
moirs, p. 47. Naval Hiſtory, p. 427. The Fact is likewiſe acknow - 
ledged by the Marquis de Quincy, and other French Writers. 
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W to deſiſt, and the Captain carried her ſafe into 
t 
Ovnr Loſs in this unlucky Affair, if we except Reputation, 
was not ſo great as might have been expected; not above two 
Ships, two Sea Captains, two Captains of Marines, and 350 
—— The Dutch were much more unfortunate, beca 
112 Beſides three Ships ſunk in the Fight, 
Fife to three more that were ſtranded 
on tbe Coaſt of Suſſex; in all, ſux Ships of tl. e Line. loft 
likewiſe abundance of gallant Officers, particularly their 
Admirals, Dick and Brakel, and Captain Nordel, with a 
Number of inferior Officers and Seamen . Yet even this Mis- 
fortune contributed to raiſe their Reputation at Sea, ſince, as ſoon 
as the States received the News of it, they ordered fourteen Men 
of War to be built and put to Sea in as many Days; b 
my Author ſays, may ſeem incredible to ſuch as are 
with the Power of the Dutch, and what they are able to do 
upon extraordinary Occaſions *. 
Wes need not wonder, that a Victory gained by the French 
Fleet over the joint Forces of the Maritime Powers, ſhould ex- 
tremely exalt the Writers of that Nation, who are ſo apt 
out into extrav Flights of Panegyrick on much Oc- 
cafions. The Marquis de Quincy tells us, that the Dutch fought 
with all imaginable Bravery, and tacitly acknowledges, that 
owed their Misfortune to * bags ban by French Ships. 
He likewiſe owns, that ſuch of 1 
fought very well; and that the Admiral endeavoured to ſuccour 
. thoug he did it with much Caution. But then, to 
enhance the Vi ry as much as poſſible, he aſſerts, that the 
united Fleets were, at leaſt, in Force to the Navy of 
France, though they had fewer Ships. In this, however, he is 
certainly miſtaken, as I ſhall convince the Reader by undeniable 
Evidence. The Dutch Squadron conſiſted of twenty-two large 
Ships, and was by much, the moſt formidable of the whole Fleet, 
and yet that Squadron carried but 1, 360 Guns, whereas the 
weakeſt of the French Squadron carried 1,526 ; and if we ſhould 
ſuppoſe the united Fleet to have conſiſted of Ships of the like 
Force with the Dutch, which it | is certain they were not, it would 
t Burchet's Naval Hiſtory, p. 427. I have been at ſome Pains to 
diſcover the Name of this Ship, and of its gallant Captain. The 
former I find to have been Demaes, and the latter Cuouvient. As I 
have. my Information from a French Man, I doubt whether the 
Names are ſpelt right. * Kennet, Burnet, Burchet, Columna Ro- 
ſtrata, Life of King William. » Memoires Hiſtoriques, p. 14. 
* Hiſtoire Militaire, tom. ii. p. 330. 


becauſe 


to run 


and as to the Advanta 
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then have carried 3,462 Guns; whereas the French Fleet, 
according to this Writer's own Account, carried . This 
is ſufficient to ſhew how little Dependance can be had even on 
the Accounts of the faireſt French Authors. Father Daniel has 
given us two Relations of this full of Exaggera- 
tions . He tells us, that ſeventeen Engliſh and Dutch Ships be- 
ing diſabled, run aſhore, and were burnt by Gul cuntioe ; 
whereas, in Truth, inſtead of the ſeventeen, there were but ſeven. 
| Helikewife magnifies the Conduct of the Count de Towrville, who 
would, as he informs us, have entirely ed the Enemy, if 
they had not had the Advantage of the Wind and I ide. In theBattel 
indeed, the Engliſh and Dutch had the Advantage of the Wind; but 
in their Retreat, the Wind was equally favourable to the French ; 
ww of the Tide, it was owing to their ſu- 
perior Skill in the Mana of their Veſſels; and Bi 
| Burnet very rightly obſerves, that amongſt the beſt Judges, the 
Count de Tourville was almoſt as much blamed for not making 
Uſe of his Victory, as the Earl of Torrington was, on Ac- 
count of his Defeat *. e 
_ AFTER the Engagement, our Fleet retreated towards the Ri- 
ver of Thames, and the Earl of Torrington going on Shore, left 
the Command to Sir ' Fobn Abby; but firſt gave Orders to Cap- 
tain Monch of The Phenix, der with four more fifth Rates, 
and four Fireſhips, to anchor above the Narrow of the Middle- 
Grounds, and to appoint two of the Fri 


rigates to ride, one at the 


_ Y Theſe Computations, ſo far as they regard the French, I have 
taken from the Marquis de Quincy's own Book ; but as to the Dutch 
Squadron, I did not think it fair to make uſe of the Liſt he has given 
us, becauſe I had a more authentic Account; by which it appeared, 
that the Dutch Squadron was larger by two Ships, and carried 
more Guns than the Marquis de Quincy has ſet down. We 


| | p- 155. where he repea 
taking an infinite Number of Ships. As this Prelate converſed 
with all the great Men of that Time, what he reports, in ſuch Caſes 
as this, deſerves more Credit than any of his own Reflections. 
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our Prejudi 
rians have repreſented as a glorious Enterprize ; and, to make 
their Tale hang the better together, have e Fortifications 


d See Kennet, Burchet, Burnet, Columna Roftrata, as before cited. 
e Kennet's Compleat Hiſtory, vol. iii. p. 519. This Story of 


| attack ing 


Tinmouth, and the great Things performed there, we find 
bath in Quincy, and Father Daniel, ſo that very probably the Tale 


was forged on board the Fleet; for that it was a Forgery, no Man 


can doubt, who is acquainted with the Town and Port of Tinmouth 
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in the Action. He was li 
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the French Fleet : faid, that the French as 
to Fames Il. REES — 
Inhabitants. "Over and above theſe Precautions, the cen took 

ſending over Mr. Harberd to the States Ge- 


„ 
that the Queen 
had given Orders for refitting the Dutch Ships that were diſabled, 
at the Nation's Expence ; and had further directed, that all poſſi- 
ble Care ſhould be taken of the fick and wounded Seamen ; and 

that a Bounty ſhould be given to the Widows of ſuch as had fallen 
iſe inſtructed to acquaint the States, 
that twelve large Ships were fitting out here to join the Fleet; and 
to deſire, that their High Mi would direct a proportiona- 


As 
» That the Render may the better apprehendthe Reaſons which is- 


dle Reinforcement ; which they accordingly did *. 


duced her Majeſty to apply in this Manner to the Dutch, it will be 


proper to lay before him an Extract from Rear-Admiral Evertſen's 


Letter, in which he gives an Account of the TI. 


* The fourth of this Month, he joined the Engliſh and Dutch 
« Fleets, riding near the Iſle of Wight, with three Men of War: 


There he underſtood that the French Fleet had been deſcryed, 
© ridi 


ng in ſeveral Places, to the Number of eighty-two Men of War, 
« great and ſmall: Thereupon, it was reſolved that they ſhould 
« weigh Anchor, with a Reſolution to find them out, and obſerve 


4 their Motion. Before the Arrival of Admiral Evertſen, it was a- 


« greed between the two Nations, that the Hollanders ſhould have 
% the Vanguard; which was in Appearance to do them Honour, but 
« at the bottom, to conceal Torrington's Defigns. After they had 


« been under Sail about two or three Hours, they were obliged 
c by Foggs and bad Weather, to come to an Anchor; but ſoon after 


e they perceived the French Fleet to bear up towards them, with the 


« Wind at Eaſt. Immediately they weighed Anchor, and endea- 
« youred to gain the Weather Gage, which they did with ſuch Suc- 
« ceſs, that Torrington gave the Signal for the firſt Squadron, to en- 
« gage; but the French thought fit to retire. The 6th, 7th, 8th, 
and gth, the two Fleets were always in view of each other, but in 
« regard the French Fleet was much the Stronger, both for Number 


« and Bigneſs of Ships, it was judged moſt proper not to fight in the 


hy open Sea; and Torrington did his Part fo well, that he avoided en- 


1 gaging till he was come off Beachy Head, which was favourable 


1 for his Purpoſe: And there it was, that he received the Queen's Or- 
« ders not to delay engaging, if the Wind and the Weather would 
* which was dhe Reaſon, chat upon the 10th, wy Day- 


* break, 
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between 
* the Blue Squadron of the French, and the Vanguard of the Dutch; 
and both Sides fired 1 14 three Hours together, till the 
« French Squadron not liking their Entertainment, bore away with 
« all the Tack they could make: But about one there 
Calm, which not only prevented the Hollanders Purſuit, but put 


them into a little Diſorder; upon which the French (whom the 


« ſame Calm hindered from getting away) were conſtrained to begin 
« the Fight again, which laſted till five o'Clock in the Evening, with 

« an incredible Fury. As for what concerns the Engliſh, molt cer- 
« tainly, unleſs it were ſome few Veſſels that fought againſt Torring- 


4 ton's Order, the reſt did nothing at all: ſo that the main Body of 


* the French, fell into the Rear of the Dutch Fleet; and having 


„ fought from Morning till Evening, and defended themſelves ſo long 


« againſt ſuch a prodigious Number of the Enemy that aſſailed them 
«© on every Side, they were ſo battered, that hardly three were capa- 

„ble of making any Defence; which conſtrained them to make 
* their Way through the French Fleet, and bear away to the Coaſt 


of England, between Beachy and Ferley. Admiral Frachel, Jean 


Dick, and Captain Northey were ſlain. The Friezland having loſt 
all her Maſts, and not being to be towed off, by reaſon of the 
© Calm, was taken towards the End of the Fight. Admiral Evert- 
« ſen gave this Teftimony of all the Dutch Officers and Soldiers: That 
there was not one that did not exactly perform his Duty. In ſhort, 
„it has not been heard that ever twenty two Ships fought ſo long a- 
«+ gainſt eighty two, of which ſeventeen carried no leſs than ſome 
eignty, and ſome a hundred Guns.“ | 

f Kennet, Burchet, Burnet, ard the Report of the Commiſſioners 
mentioned in the Text, 
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Tur Fleet was now put under the Command of Sir Richard 
' Haddich, Vice-Admiral Killegrew, and Sir John Afbby, who 
had Orders to put it into the beſt Condition poſſible ; which they 
executed with great Diligence, _ 


had ＋ Ships ofthe Line under thei Command, excluſive. 
of the Dutch : Yet, in Spight of all their Activity, it was very 
late in the Year, before were able to undertake any effectu- 
al Service; and by that Time, it was to lay up the 
larger Ships, the Remainder being found ſufficient for the Em- 
barkation of a Body of Troops, under the Command of the 

Earl of Marlborough, whoſe Winter-Expedition ſhall be taken 
Nocice of in its proper Place. In the mean Time, let us return 
to the Proceedings of Sir Cloude/ly Shovel, with the Squadron un- 
der his Command, which we left, with that of Vice-Admiral 
Killegrew, in Plymouth-Sound 8. 8 

Om the 21ſt of July, Rear-Admiral Shovel received Orders to 
with the Ships under his Command for Kin/ale, to inter- 
cept ſome French Frigates, that were ſaid to be on that Coaſt. 
Arriving at Haterford River, with Intention to execute this Com- 
miſſion, he received the agreeable News of General Kirke's hav- 
ing made himſelf Maſter of the Town of Mater ford; but was 
at the ſame Time informed, that Duncannon Caſtle, which by its 
Situation commanded the River, ſtill held out; and that the Ge- 


neral, for want of Cannon, was not likely to take it. Upon this, 


ing the Importance of the Place, and that no Uſe could be 
made of the Port of Waterford, while it remained in the Hands 
of the Enemy, he ſent the General Word, on the 27th of Fuly, 
that he was ready to aſſiſt him, by ſending ſome Frigates up the 
River, and landing all the Men he could ſpare out of his Squa- 
dron, under the Protection of their Guns. Accordingly the next 
Day he ſent in The Experiment and The Greyhound, two ſmall 
Ships, to batter their Caſtle ; and under their Fire, landed be- 
| tween 6 and 700 Men; all the Boats of the Fleet being employ- 
ed in this Service. The Caſtle all this Time thundered upon 
them, though to little Purpoſe; but when once General Bourk, 
who commanded there, ſaw the Men landed, he thought fit to 
capitulate ; and marched out of the Caſtle, with 250 Men, with 
their Arms and Baggage; leaving to the Engliſh the Fortreſs, 
which was furniſhed with forty-two Pieces of Cannon, a noble 
Reward for one Day's hard Duty 


AFTER 


£ See Burchet's Naval Memoirs, p. 58. b Burchet's Naval 
Hiſtory, p. 432. But there the Author has committed a very extra- 
ordinary Miſtake ; for inſtead of Waterford, he mentions Kinſale, as 
| the 
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_ ArTER this happy Succeſs, the Rear-Admiral failed for Lime- 
rick ; where he was informed, the French had a conſiderable 
Number of Ships ; but finding ſoon after, that the Enemy was re- 
tired, and that his own Squadron began to be in Want of Provi- 
fions, and Sea Stores, he came thereupon to a Reſolution of re- 
tiring to Plymouth, where he received a conſiderable Reinforce- 
ment, with Orders to proceed in Queſt of the Enemy. But 
' theſe Orders, which came from the Lords of the Admiralty, 
were, on the 18th of September, countermanded by a freſh Or- 
der from the King, directing him to detach ten Ships into the 
Soundings, for the Protection of the Trade, and to fail with the 
reſt for the Downs; which he accordingly did l. 
AFTER the railing the Siege of Limerich, King William re- 
turned into England; where, in a Council held on the Affairs 
of Ireland, which were ſtill in a very precarious Condition, 
many of the great Cities, and moſt of the convenient Ports, be- 
ing ſtill held for King James, the Earl of Marlborough propoſed 
a Plan for the immediate Reduction of that Iſland : He obſerved, 
that our Fleet was now at Sea, and that of the French returned 
to Breſt; in which Situation, therefore, there was nothing to be 
feared in relation to Deſcents. He further remarked, that there 
were 5000 Land-Forces lying idle in England, which might 
be embarked on Board the Fleet, even in- this late Seaſon 
of the Year, and perform conſiderable Service. The King rea- 
dily accepted this Offer, gave the Command of the Troops to 
the Earl of Marlborough, and ſent Orders to the Admirals, to 
ſend the great Ships about to Chatham, and to take on Board the 
Remainder of the Fleet, the Forces ordered for this Service *. 
Tux Admirals hoifted their Flag on Board The Kent, a third 
Rate; and having embarked the Troops with all imaginable Ex- 
pedition, arrived with them before the Harbour of Corle, on the 
Atiſt of September, in the Afternoon. The next Day they at- 


the City annoved by Duncannon-Caſtle : now that this was really an 
Effect of want of Care, and not an Error in Tranſcribing, appears by 
comparing his Naval Hiſtory with its Index, and with his Naval Me- 
moirs, p. 59. where the Source of this Error is ſeen ; for there he 


ſays, that Sir Cloudeſly Shovel being ordered to proceed to Kinſale, . 
receiv'd Intelligence, when he was near the River of Waterford, that Þ 


the Town had ſurrendered two or three Days; that is the Town of 
Waterford : but in his Hiſtory, he has put in, The Town of Kinſale 
was ſurrendered, as if that Town had ſtood on the River of Water- 
ford. i Burchet's Memoirs, p. 59. 60, 61, 62, 63. Kennet, 
Old-mixon, &c. * Kennet, Burnet's Hiſtory of his own Times. 
Life of the Duke of Marlborough and Prince Eugene. Hiſtory of 
the War in Ireland. | 
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tempted to enter, but were for ſome Time prevented by the Fire 
of a ſmall Battery of Guns; from which, however, the rib 


were ſoon driven, by two or three Boats full of brave Fellows, 


and then the whole Fleet got into the Harbour without Interrup- 
tion. On the 23d the Forces were landed, and joined a Body 
of between 3 and 4000 Men, under the Command of the Duke 

of Wirtemberg ; who, by an ill-tim'd Diſpute about the Com- 
mand, had like to have ruined the whole Expedition. The Earl 
of Marlborough, as the elder Lieutenant-General, and com- 

manding the Troops that were Principals, had, according to all 
the Rules of War, a Right to it; but the Duke of Wirtemlerg 


_ inſiſted on his being a Prince, which, at laſt, however, he was 


content to wave, and to agree they ſhould command — 
The City of Corke was very well fortified, and had in it a 


y 

of 4000 Men: But the Earl of Marlborough having obſerved 
that the Place was commanded by an adjacent Hill, he ordered 
a Battery to be erected there on the 24th, which was performed 
with great Expedition by 5 or 600 Seamen, Carpenters, &c. and 


after playing on the Town for a few Hours, made ſo conſiderable 
a Breach, that on the 25th the Generals reſolved to attack it ; 
in which they were affiſted by ten Pinnaces, manned by Seamen, 
well armed with Hand-Granadoes from the Fleet. The Beſieged 
were ſo terrified at this, that it was eaſily diſcerned the Siege 
would not continue long ; and indeed the 705 inſtantly capitu- 


lated . But the very next Day the Fleet received Orders to 
retire, which they did, leaving a Squadron under the Command 
of the Duke of Grafton, to aſſiſt the General: But that brave 


Nobleman 


We have a very fair Account of this Matter, both in Burnet's 
Hiſtory of his own Times, and in Biſhop Kennet's Compleat Hi- 
ſtory : Yet neither of thoſe Prelates were enough Maſter of the Subject, 
to give their Readers a proper Idea of this extraordinary Aﬀair. 'The 
Earl of Marlborough's Expedition, all Circumſtances conſidered, 
was, beyond Compariſon, the moſt ſucceſsful Undertaking in the 


whole Reign of King William; and even the Reduction of Corke, 


was ſuch a Mark of Penetration, as King William never forgot, 


| fince it depended entirely on his Lordſhip's conſidering the Situntian 


of the Place, and obſerving that all the Pains taken in fortifying 32, 
were thrown away. If King James's French Generals had ud 
ſtood as much, they would not have put 4000 Men, and ſome ©: 


their beſt Officers into ſuch a Place; and on the other Hand. 1: 


King William's foreign Officers had joined the Light of Genus 0 
the Knowledge they had acquired by Experience, they would not 
have informed the King as they did, that the Place could not be taken 
in leſs than fix Weeks. 

Vor. III. C 
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Nobleman having received a Wound in the Shoulder in the At- 
tack beforementioned, died within a few Days, when the Com- 
mand devolved upon Captain Matthew Tenant, who was blown 
up in The Breda in Corke-Harbour ; and then it fell to Captain 
Crofts, who attended the Earl of Marlborough till after the Re- 
duQtion of Kinſale, as well as Corte, which ſurrendered on the 
15th of Oeber, and then brought over the victorious General, 
who was preſented to his Majeſty at Kenſington on the 28th 
of that Month, after having atchieved in a very few Weeks, 
more than all the foreign Generals had been able to do fince the 
Beginning of the War in Ireland n. „ 
ä Fas eet arrived in the Downs on the $th of October, 
bringing over with them, by the Earl of Marlborough's Delire, 
the Governor of Corke, and ſeveral Perſons of Quality, who 
were made Priſoners when that City was taken. There the Ad- 
mirals received Orders to divide the Fleet for ſeveral Services, and 
leave only a { Squadron in the Downs, under the Command 
of Sir Cloude hovel, who cruized the remaining Part of the 
Year in the Soundings, without any Succeſs remar enough 
to deſerve Notice, except that Deptford and Crown, two 
ſmall Ships, took a ſmall French Man of War, called The Fri- 
pon, commanded by Captain St. Marca, one of the briſkeſt Of- 
ficers in the French Service. She carried but eighteen Guns and 
ten Patteraroes, and yet but a little before ſhe had engaged four 
Dutch Privateers, whom ſhe obliged to ſheer off, though with 
the Loſs of thirty Men killed and wounded : yet now ſhe fo 
till her Captain and Lieutenants were deſperately wounded, and 
her Maſter killed; nor did ſhe yield at laſt, till her Main-Maſt 
was ſhot away by The Crown, and ſhe boarded by the Crew 
of that Ship. When the Rear-Admiral had ended his Cruize, 
he ſent ſome of his Ships to the Coaſt of Ireland, others into 
the Soundings, and returned with the reſt into the Downs n; and 
thus ended the Operations of this Year. 
Wi ought now to proceed to the Veſt-Indies, where, within 
the Compals of this Year, there paſſed many Things worthy of 
Notice; but as the critical Obſervation of Time, in this Caſe, : 
would neceſfarily occaſion a great deal of Perplexity in the Narra- 
tion, and force us to conſider it in ſuch a Manner, as muſt render it 
very obſcure, as well as very inconnected; we ſhall therefore re- 


fer 


= Burchet's Memoirs, p. 56, 57, 58. Hiſtorical and Political 
Mercury, for the Month of November, 1690, whercin there is an 
excellent Account of this Expedition, and very judicious Remarks 


on its Conſequences. u Burchet, Kennet, Burnet, Columna Ro- 
ftrata, Life of King William, &c. | | 


Power of 
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fer the Hiſtory of the Naval Tranſactions there, to that Period 
in which they were compleated, and ſo take in the Whole to- 
gether, uniting the Circumſtances of the ſeveral Expeditions in 
a8 and ſuccinct a Manner, as the Nature of the Subject 
will allow. In the mean Time, let us return to the Enquiry 
made this Winter into the Conduct of the Earl of Torrington ; 
which was a Point that exerciſed the Thoughts of the Miniſtry, 
and of both the Houſes of Parliament, as well as the Tongues of 
gg King, 5 . ” Ls 4 | 
Tu King his Return from Ireland, expreſſed great 
Concern as to cus Afar; the Honour of the Nation was in ſome 
Meaſure affected, the common Cry was very ſtrong againſt the 
Earl, and the Queen had engaged her Promiſe to the Dutch, 
that his Conduct ſhould undergo a ſtrict Examination. On the 
other hand, the Earl had been very inſtrumental in the Revolution, 
had great Alliances among the Nobility, and had found a Method 
of —— fron that inſtead of being called to an Account 
for any real Errors in his Conduct, he was in Danger of being 
ſacrificed to the Reſentment of Foreigners, merely for preſerving 
the Engliſß Fleet. The great Difficulty lay in the Manner of 
bringing him to a Trial: the King was reſolved it ſhould be by a 
Court-Martial; the Friends of the Earl maintained that he ought 
e 4 Hy" Peers. A Doubt was likewiſe ſtarted, as to the 
Lords of the Admiralty ; for though it was allowed, 
that the Lord High Admiral of England might have iſſued a Com- 
miſſion for trying him, yet it was queſtioned whether any ſuch 
Authority was lodged in the Commiſſioners of the Admiralty or 
not ; and though ſome great Lawyers gave their Opinion in the 
Affirmative, yet it was judged expedient to ſettle ſo important a 
Point by Authority of Parliament o. — 
In order to obviate this Difficulty, a new Law was made, de- 
Clarative of the Power of „ the Admiralty 48; 


» Kennet, Burnet, Oldmixon. Yet this Account is chiefly taken 
from the Journals of Parliament, and ſome Manuſcript Memoirs of 
thoſe Times, of which I ſhall give the Reader a further Account, in 
the Memoirs of the Earl of Torrington. b Stat. 2. W. & M. 
Seſs. 2. Cap. 2. It is declared, that all and fingular Authorities, Juriſ- 
ditions and Powers, which by A& of Parliameat or otherwiſe, are 
inveſted in the Lord High-Admiral of England for the Time being, 
have always appertained to, and ſhall be uſed and executed by the 
Commiſſioners of the Admiralty, as if they were Lord High Ad- 
miral. Every Officer preſent upon Trials of Offenders by Court- 
Martial, to be held by Virtue of any Commiſſion granted by the 
Lord High Admiral, or Commiſſioners of the Admiralty, ſhall, = 
| ore 


great Liberties with this Judgment of the Court-Martial *, yet 
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and immediately after the paſſing of this, theſe Commiſſioners di- 


rected a Court-Martial to be held for the Trial of the Earl, who 


was then ſick in the Tower. On the 10th of December this 


Court - Martial met on Board the Kent Frigate, at Sheerneſs, Sir 
| Ralph Delaval, who had ated as Vice-Admiral of the Blue in 
the Engagement, being Preſident, and all the Members of the 
Court, ſuch as were believed to be abſolutely independ 
Perſon they were to try. The Charge —_ Earl was, that 
ca 


ant of the 


in the late Engagement off of Beachy- Head, he had, through 
Treachery or Cowardice, miſbehaved in his Office, drawn Diſ- 


| honour on the Engliſb Nation, and ſacrificed our good Allies the 


Dutch. His Lordſhip defended himſelf with great Clearneſs of 


Reaſon, and with extraordinary Compoſure of Mind. He ob- 
| ſerved, that in the ſeveral Councils of War held before the F ight, 


not only himſelf but all the Admirals in the Fleet, were againſt 

engaging. He took Notice of the Queen's Order, which obli- 
red them to fight againſt their own Opinion, and without an 
robability of Succeſs. He remarked the Inequality of the Con- 


| federate and French Fleets ; the former conſiſting but of fifty-ſix, 


and the latter having eighty-two actually en . He , 
that the Dutch were deſtroyed by their own and that, 
if he had ſuſtained them in the 12 expected, the whole 


confederate Fleet muſt have been ſurrounded as they were ; and 


as ſome Reflections had been thrown out of his having a Pique to 
the Dutch, to gratify which he had given them up ; he not only 


_ juſtified himſelf very warmly on that Point, but concluded his 
Defence with ſaying, that his Conduct had ſaved the Englifb 
Fleet; and that he hoped an Engliþ Court-Martial would not 


facrifice him to Dutch Reſentment 4. After a full Hearing, and 


ſtrict Examination of all that had been advanced on both Sides, 


his Lordſhip was unanimouſly acquitted *. And though ſome 
Writers of our own, as well as of another Nation, have taken 


on. 
fore any Proceeding to Trial, take this Oath, to be Adminiſtered by 


the judge Advocate, or his Deputy, viz. 


„ You ſhall well and truly try the Matter now before you, be- 


e tween our Sovereign Lord and Lady the King and Queen's Ma- 


«« jeſty, and the Priſoner to be tried. 
| | * So HELP You GOD. | 
4 See a further Account of this Matter in the ſubſequent Memoirs 


of the Earl of Torrington.  Burchet's Memoirs, p. 51. Ken- 


net, Life of King William. 
_ * Biſhop Burnet, in his Hiſtory of his own Times, expreſſes him- 


ſelf with his wonted Sharpneſs, © The Commiſſioners of the Admi- 


« ralty 
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on the whole there ſeems to be no juſt Ground either for cenſur- 
ing them, or fixing any Imputation on the Memory of that noble 
Perſon *. It is true, the Day after his Acquittal, the King took 
away his Commiſſion, and he was thenceforward laid aſide; which 
might be a very right Step in Politics, as it tended to ſatisfy our 
Allies, and gave his Majeſty an Opportunity of employing a more 
fortunate Officer *. | | . 20 

Trax Care of the Adminiſtration to repair all paſt Errors in 
Naval Affairs, and to retrieve the Honour of the Maritime 

3 Powers, 


« ralty, ſays he, named a Court to try him, who did it with fo groſs 
« a Partiality, that it reflected much on the Juſtice of the Nation; 
« ſo that, if it had not been for the great Intereſt the King had in the 
« States, it might have occaſioned a Breach of the Alliance between 
ec them and us. He came off ſafe as to his Perſon and Eſtate ; but 
much loaded in his Reputation: ſome charging him with want of 
Courage, while others imputed his ill Conduct to a haughty Sul- 
_ ©* lenneſs of Temper, that made him, fince Orders were ſent him 
« contrary to the Advices he had given, to reſolve indeed to obey 
* them and fight ; but in ſuch a Manner as ſhould caſt the Blame on 
* thoſe who had ſent him the Orders, and give them Cauſe to repent, 
4 of it,” — The Malignity of theſe Reflections deſtroys their 
Credit, and the Weignt of the Charge overturns it. If the Proceed- 
ings of the Court-Martial had been ſcandalouſly unjuſt, our Prelate 
would not have been at a Loſs for the Earl of on wade Crime. 
His Judges were upon Oath, and regarded nothing therefore but 
Proof. Indeed this was happy for him ; for had they been governed 
like the Biſhop, by Conjectures, and gueſſed at the Thoughts of his 
Heart, inſtead of examining his Actions, he might have been puniſh- 
ed, though he had not been guilty. The Sieur du Monte, in 
his political Mercury, for the Month of January, 1691, cenſures the 
Judgment of the Court Martial ſeverely, and ſays, the King was ſo 
diſpleaſed with it, that he reſolved never to employ any of its Mem- 
bers. What Credit is due to this, we may eaſily gueſs, if we 
conſider that Sir Ralph Delaval, the Preſident of that Court Martial, 
was immediately employed as Vice-Admiral of the Blue. — 
Another foreign Writer, ſays, that the King diſmiſſed ſome of the 
Members of that Court, and forty-two Captains of the Navy, 
who were ſuppoſed: to be in the Earl's Intereſt. ——— This alone 
is ſufficient to ſhew his Innocence. An Engliſh Admiral, capable of 
Cowardice or Treachery, could have no ſuch Intereſt. 


t Biſhop Kennet tells us, that in the Year 1697, ſeveral French 
Officers coming over after the Peace, when they could not be ſuſ- 
pected of Partiality, openly juſtified and commended the Earl's Con- 
duct, and ſaid. He deſerved to be rewarded, rather than cenſured 
** ſince he had preſerved the beſt Part of the Fleet from being totally 
* deſtroy ed. u Kennet, Buraet, Burchet, &c. 
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Powers, appeared viſibly in the Meaſures taken for ſending a great 
Fleet early to Sea, in the Spring of the Year 1691. In order to 
this, the Week after the Earl of Torrington was diſmiſſed from 
his Command, Edward Ruſſel, Eſq; was appointed Admiral and 
Commander in chief, and immediately received Inſtructions to uſe 
the utmoſt Expedition in drawing t the Ships of which his 
Fleet was to be compoſed ; and a Lift of them, to the Number of 
ninety-one, of which fifty-ſeven were of the Line of Battel, was 


annexed to his Inſtructions. He executed theſe Directions with 
the utmoſt Skill and Diligence; and by the 7th of May was ready 
to put to Sea. The Blue Squadron was commanded by Henry 


Killegrew, Eſq; as Admiral ; Sir Ralph Delaval, Vice-Admiral ; 
Sir Cloudeſley Shovel, Rear-Admiral. Admiral Ruſſel, in the Bri- 


tannia commanded the Red Squadron, having for his Vice and þ 


Rear-Admirals, Sir Fabn Afbby and George Rooke, Eſq; As to 


the particular Strength of theſe Squadrons, having ſeen a more per- 
fect Lift than that exhibited by Mr. Burchet, I have given an 
Abſtract of it at the Bottom of the Page . His Orders were to 


proceed into the Soundings, as ſoon as he ſhould be joined by the 


Dutch: and he was likewiſe directed to take Care to block up 
the Port of Dunkirk, in order to prevent the French Privateers 

from diſturbing our Trade. Theſe Directions, however, * 155 
| but 


» Blue Squadron Guns Men 


2 Fuſt Rates 200 1,600 
6 Second Rates 570 3.960 
16 Third Rates 1,090 7,040 
4 Fourth Rates 200 1,000 
28 45060 13.600 
3 * | | 
2 Hoſpital-Ships 
1 Yatch 
10 Fire- Ships 
„ Mu 
3 Firſt Rates 200 _- 2,400 
5 Second Rates 470 3.300 
16 Third Rates 1, 090 7,040 
5 Fourth Rates -. *5© - © 3,850 
29 ' 2,114 ' 13,990 
3 Frigates 
2 Hoſpital-Ships 
1 Yatch 


10 Fire-Ships 


D SEE HAE, FIR 2, ; 


* een 


rate Fleet, which they had ſti 


Burcbet, | 
Mey before there were fo many hm. Lib Dutch Ships in 


a great Part of the Months of May 
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but indifferently executed ; which our Writers attribute to the 


Slowneſs of the Dutch in their Ships to join 1 
22 the Beg 


aber { mics. oe fp Fo — > Bike 
of three to five, of equal Rates and Strength. 


wever, complains, that it was late in 4 


May, according 


Burnet ſa 


to the Liſt publiſhed by the tl 
General, in the very ſame | there ought to have been f 


fix, and thoſe too very large Ships . This, hiwwer, is expats, 


that all his Skill and Care; Admiral Ruſſel found 


his Fleet but i ently manned, and very ſcantily victualled; 


2 24 ſo perplexed by his Orders, and 


with the Difficulties ſtarted upon every as Oven by the Dutch 
Admiral, who very probably was as much cramped by his, that 
and June were ſpent to very 
little Purpoſe; and though the French Fleet was not in ſuch 
Forwardneſs this Year, as it had been the laſt, yet it was at Sea 
ſome Time before ours had any Intelligence of it ?. 


Ir we may judge from Appearances, one ma ſafely ſay, that 
Lewis XIV. ö 4 


te Yaoky in the tenance of a 
igious Naval Force, — w ſoon, and how effectually, 


his cils had been able to create a Maritime Power. He had 
at this Time to deal with the Engliſh, Spauiardi, and Dutch ; 


and as he was now in the Zenith of his Glory ry, he extoulted his 


Treaſures, in order to render himſelf Mafter at Sea. He ap- 
pointed the Count de Eftrees, Vice-Admiral of France, to com- 
mand in the Mediterranean a Fleet conſiſting of four large Men 
of War, five Frigates, twenty-ſix Gallies, and three Bomb Veſ- 
ſels :: And, on the other Hand, Count Tourville was directed 
to aſſemble the grand Fleet intended for the Ocean : It conſiſted 
of three Squadrons, the ¶ hite and Blue commanded by M. Char- 


teau Renault, in The Royal Dolphin of 100 Guns; the White 


Squadron commanded by Count Tourville in Perſon, in The 


| Royal Sun, the fineſt Ship in France, which carried 106 Guns ; 
2 Blue Squadron under he 9 4 Amfreville, in The Su- 


C4 Perb, 
x Accooting tothis Lift, the Rotterdam Squadron conſiſted of eleven 


Ships, from 80 to 50 Guns. The Amſterdam Squadron of ſixteen, 


from 92 to 50 Guns. The North Holland of five, from 86 to 50 
Guns. The Friezland of fix, from 70 to 52 Guns. The Zealand 
of eight, from 92 to 5o Guns. In all, forty fix capital Ships, carrying 
3,002 Guns. Y Kennet, Burnet, Burchet, Columna Roftrata, 


Life of King William. z Hiſtoire Militaire, tom. ii. p. 446. 
Pere Daniel Hiſtoire de France. | 
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perb, of 98 Guns. This Fleet, though very conſiderable, and 


excellently provided with every I hing neceſſary, yet was inferior 
in Force to that of the Confederates, and therefore Count Tour- 
ville was inſtructed to avoid an Engagement as much as poſſible, 
and to amuſe the Enemy, by keeping as long as might be, in the 
Channel. This Officer did all that could be expected from him, 
in order to put early to Sea; but, in Spight of all his Diligence 
and Application, it was the Middle of June before he left the 
Port of Bret. But then it muſt be obſerved, that a Squadron 
had been ſent under the Command of the Marquiſs de Neſmonde, 
to carry Supplies of all Sorts for the Relief of King Fames's Army 
in Ireland. Theſe were indeed great Things, and what, all 
Circumſtances conſidered, one could ſcarce conceive the French 
able to perform; yet they were far ſhort of what it was belicv'd 
in England at that Time they were in a Condition to undertake, 
and therefore ſo many Accounts were ſent to our Admiral from 
Court, of Deſcents to be made here, Forces to be convoyed there, 
and other ſtrange Projects, that he was hindered from purſuing 
either the Orders that were firſt given him, or his own Deſigns; 
and though he diſcovered a good deal of Uneaſineſs under this, 
yet he continued for many Weeks to complain and obey © 
Tux Smyrna Fleet was expected Home this Spring, and as the 
Engliſh and Dutch had a joint Concern therein, ro the Amount 
of upwards of four Millions Sterling, both Nations were extreme- 
bf apprehenſive of its being attacked by the French, and therefore 
very preciſe Orders were ſent to Admiral Ruſſel, to uſe his utmoſt 
Care for its Preſervation ; and this he executed with equal In- 
duſtry and Succeſs: For having appointed ſingle Ships to cruize 
for them on every Point of the Compaſs, he croſſed with the Body 
of the Fleet to Clear, on the Iriſh Coaſt; and being off 
 Kinſale, received Advice, that the Smyrna Fleet was arrived ſafe- 
ly in that Harbour. Upon this he ſent Orders to Captain Aylmer, 
to join him immediately with the Squadron under his Command, 
reſolving to conduct the Smyrna Flezt as far as Scilley, and then, 
if they had a fair Wind, to leave them to proceed up the Channel, 
having firſt taken the neceflary Precautions of ſending a Frigate 
before to Plymouth, that he might be ſatisfied none of the Enemy's 


il take this from the Marquis de Quincy, who has given us an 
exact Liſt of them; according to which, the Blue and white Squadron 
conſiſted of twenty four Ships; the White of twenty-five, and the 
Blue of twenty four. In all, ſeventy-three Capital Ships, carrying 
1,544 Guns, and 29,450 Men, together with twenty-one Fire-Ships. | 
* iſtoire Militaire, tom. ii. p. 455. BZBurchet's Memoirs, p. 
71. Kennet, Burnet, - - "OY bk 
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Ships were upon the Coaſt . After parting with this Fleet, the 


Admiral determined to go off Uſhant ; and if the French were 


gone from thence, to follow them to Belle-1fle ; but being after- 
wards of Opinion, that they lay in the Sea purpoſcly to avoid us, 
he altered his Reſolutions, and reſolved to go into a more proper 


Station in Search of them; ſo that parting with the Smyrna Fleet 


off of Scilliy the 13th of Ju, he bent his Courſe towards the 
French Coaſt, from whence he ſent a Letter to the Secretary. of 
State, deſiring that it might be conſidered, whether the Fleet, be- 


fore its Return, could be ſerviceable towards the Reduction of 


| Treland, for that the Proviſions would laſt no longer than the lat- 
ter End of Auguft, and after that Month was expired, he thought 


it not ſafe for the great Ships to be out of Harbour; but he de- 
fired that Recruits of Proviſions might be ready at Plymouth, that 
ſo the Want of them might not incapacitate the Fleet to perform 


any neceſſary Service. Arriving in this Station, Sir Cloude 
Shovel was ſent to look into Brei, where he ſaw ho fo 97 
coming out of that Port, which proved to be a Fleet of Merchant- 


Ships from Bretagne, eſcorted by three Men of War. Sir Clou- 


deſley, to decoy theſe Ships into his Hands, made uſe of an excel- 
lent Stratagem : He knew the French had Intelligence that a ſmall 


Squadron of their Fleet had made Prize of ſeveral Engliſb Mer- 


chant-Men ; laying hold, therefore, of this Piece of falſe News, 
he ordered Part of his Squadron to put out French Colours, and 
the reſt to take in theirs. By this Method he thought to deceive 


the French, who might naturally ſuppoſe it that Squadron with 


their Prizes. This ſucceeded in Part, but the Enemy diſcovered 
the Cheat before he was near enough to do much Miſchief *. 

| TowaRDs the latter End of the Month of July, Admiral 
Ruſſel fell in with a Convoy going to the French Fleet with freſh 
Proviſions; ſome of theſe were taken, and from them he learnt 


that Count Taurville had Orders to avoid fighting, which he very 
punQually obey'd, keeping Scouts at a conſiderable Diſtance on 


all Points of the Compaſs by which he could be approached, and 
theſe being chaſed by ours they immediately ran, making Signal 
to others that lay within them; ſo that it was impoſſible to come 
up with the Body of their Fleet, though that of the Engliſh and 
Dutch ſailed in ſuch a Poſture, that the Scouts on each Wing, 

as well as thoſe a- head and a- ſtern, could in clear Weather ſee 
twenty Leagues round f. The Admiral, being ſenſible of the 


Dangers that might attend this Situation, wrote home for freſh 


Orders, 
* 4 Byrchet's Memoirs, p. 85. Kennet, Burnet, cc. © Burchet's 


Memoirs, Þ. 37. . f See Hiſtorical Mercury, for the Month of 


Auguſt, 1691, 
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Orders, which he received ; but found them ſo perplexed, that 
having Intelligence of the French Fleet's being gone into Bre/f, 
is, 6 0 of Auguſt, purſuant to the "Reſolution of 4 
ar returned to Torbay, from whence he wrote up 

to Court to have his laſt Orders explained. Accordingly he was 
directed ta put to Sea again, which he did; and notwithſtanding 
his frequent Repreſentations of the Inconvenience of having ſuch 
large Ships expoſed to the rough Weather which uſually happens 
2 he was obliged to continue in the Soundings 
when he met with __ CO 
| Preſervation of 


grew 224 proved 
to be The Coronation) was diſcovered at Anchor off Ram- Head, 
without any Thing ſtanding but the Enſign-Staff, and ſoon after 
the dd; her Commander, Captain Shelton, together with 
inconſiderable Number, being loſt. 
Many of the biggeſt Ships ws ana to weather the Eaſtermoſt 
ela: of Land if the Kawunce into Plymouth-Sound, and there- 
fore were conſtrained to take there, in that unavoidable 
Confuſion which a Lee-Shore, thick Weather, and a very hard 
Gale of NS on ow inſomuch, that the Har- 
mich, 2 third Rate, ran on Shore, and bulged near Mount 
Eagcambe- Houſe, and The Royal-Oak and Northumberland tailed 
on the Ground, though afterwards they were luckily got off. 
A Dutch Ship was ſeen at Anchor above five Leagues in the 
Hug, with all her Maſts gone ; and ſeveral there were, that very 
narrowly eſcaped the Danger of the Edi/fone t. 
Taz Admiral immediately gave Orders for refitting ſuch of 
the Ships as had been damaged in the Storm, and left Sir Cloudeſly 
Shovel Plymouth to fee it performed; directing him, as ſoon 
as they were in a Condition to fail, to ſend a Squadron of ten Sail 
into the Soundings, for the Security of the homeward-bound 
Trade ; himſelf, with the reſt of the "Fleet, ſteering for Spithead ; 
where ſoon after he received Orders to ſend the largeſt Ships about 
to Chatham, as the Dutch Admiral did to return home with the 
firſt and ſecond Rates under his Command. Admiral Ruſſel was 
likewiſe directed to form a Squadron of thirty Sail of Engliſh and 
Dutch Ships to be ſent to the Coaſt of Treland, and he accordingly 


appointed 
8 Burchet's Memoirs, p- 103. 
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Vice-Admiral Delaval for this Command, who four 
imes ATE ants th Obits and was as often forced 
back by 14 Winds; which, however, proved of no De- 
triment to the Service, ſince the Intelligence received of the 
French ſending a Fleet to Limerict, prov'd falſe b. Thus ended 
the Naval Operations of the Year 1691, * little to the Profit, 
Honour, or Satisfaftion of the Nation. Yet 8 nothing 
could be charged on the Admiral's Conduct, who did 4 the 


could ne AN- . though his 
Endeavours were fruſtrated and contradictory 
Orders from Home, the | Condud of a cautious Enemy, 


we unavoidable Effects of high Winds and boiſterous Wea- 
WI need not wonder, therefore, either at the Attempts made 
in the Houſe of Commons, to faſten upon him the Miſcarriages, 
as they were called, at Sea ', 28 Cenſures glanced 
at his Memory by ſome peeviſh Writers x, with whom want of 
Fortune will always imply want of Skill or ity : Theſe are 
Things not to be avoided, nor, indeed, much to be heeded. 
The Storm in the Houſe of 8 gathered to a Head ; 
for thoſe = impeached the Admiral's Conduct, found, on in- 
ſpecting apers, that it was not for their Intereſt to examine it; 
Ike I Dale Kilo, their Reflections have recoiled 
upon themſelves. 
Ir was now. become evident to the whale Nation, that, with 
Reſpect to our Honour and Intereſt in this War, the 
ment of Affairs at Sea was chiefly to be regarded; and yet, by 
an unaccountable Series of wrong Councils, the Management of 
theſe Affairs was leſs regarded than any elſe. The abſo- 
lute de Kg of Ireland, and — ar in _— ſeemed to 
occupy the 's Thoughts entir and the are of the Nav 
wan, © wholly to the Board of 22 who, to ſpeak in 4 
el Terms, did not manage it ti to the — of the Nation. 
There 


3 W Burnet, Burchet, Columna Roſtrata, Preſent State of 
Europe, for 1691. i The Houſe ordered the Admiral's In- 


fſtructions, and the Letters written to, and by him, to be laid before 


them; which ſufficiently cleared him from all Blame. & Biſhop 
Burnet ſays, the Seaſon went over without any Action; and Ruſſel, 
at the End of it, came into Plymouth in a Storm ; which was much 
_ cenſured ; for that Road is not ſafe: And two conſiderable Ships 
were loſt upon the Occaſion. Great Factions were amonſt the Flag- 
Officers, and no other Service was done by this great Equipment, but 
that our Trade was maintained. This Remark is worth 
unleſs Admiral Ruſſel had it in Commiſſion to direct the Winds; for 
in a Storm, Folks do not make for the beſt, but for the neareſt Port. 
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and they went ſo far as to name ſome of them, which they might 
do from many other Motives than of ſpeaking Truth ®. How- 


ö 
{ 
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There were, beſides, ſome other Things which contributed to 
make our Maritime Councils move flowly. There was a Fac- 
tion grown up in the Fleet againſt the Admiral, and at the fame 
Time the Government entertained a great Jealouſy of many of 
the Officers ; though to this Hour it remains a Secret, whether 
it was, or was not, well grounded '. The Truth ſeems to be, 
that King James was better known to the Officers of the Fleet, 
than to any other Set of Men in England; moſt of them had 
ſerved under him when Lord High Admiral, and many had been 
preferred by him ; which rendered it highly probable, they might 
have an Eſteem for his Perſon : But, that any of theſe Officers 
intended to act in his Favour, in Conjunction with a French 


Force, againſt their Country, is very unlikely; eſpecially if we 


conſider the Unanimity with which they went into the Revolu- 


tion, which had been openly acknowledged, and they ſolemnly 
thanked for it by the Convention. Yet, the Report of the con- 


trary was loud and very artfully propagated by the Enemies of 
particular Perſons, as well as by thoſe who, were no Friends to 


| the Government; for it muſt be allowed that King Fames's A- 
— here boaſted in all the Advices they ſent him, that they had 


ought back many of the Officers of the Navy to his Intereſt ; 


ever it was, this is certain, that in Parliament, at Court, and in 


the Navy, nothing was heard of but Jealouſies, ill Conduct, and 


want of ſufficient Supplies for the Service ; a Kind of Diſcourſe 
that laſted all the Winter. | _— 
Ix the Spring of the Year 1692, a little before the King went 


to Helland, he to communicate his Intentions, as to the 


Fleet, to Admiral el who had been again appointed Admiral 
and Commanger in Chief by Commiſſion, dated December 3, 


1691. At this Time, however, he was very far from ſtanding 
in high Favour. He had expoſtulated freely with his Majeſty on 
the Diſgrace of the Earl of Marlborough, and lived on no Terms 


with the new Secretary, Lord Nottingham ;. but his Character, as 


| Burnet's Hiſtory of his own Times, vol. i. p. 92. Kennet, Old- 


mixon. m The Agent ſent over by King James's Adherents, 


was one Captain Lloyd, to whom they gave a very exact Lift of the 
Engliſh Fleet, and directed him particularly, to inform the King, 
that amongſt other eminent Sea Officers, they had brought over Rear- 
Admiral Carter to his Service ; when this was firſt talked of, a Re- 
port prevailed, that he had 10,000 Pounds given him ; but of the 
Falſhood of this Story, we ſhall have Occaſion to ſpeak more largely 


| hereafter. See Kennet, Burnet, Oldmixon. 
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an Officer, and his known Steadineſs in Revolution-Principles, 
ſupported him; and the King reſolved to confide the Fleet to his 
Care, almoſt whether the Admiral would or not. The principal 
Thing that ſeems to have been intended, was, convincing not 
France alone, but all Europe, that the Maritime Powers were 
ſtill Lords of the Sea, by fitting out early ſuch a Fleet, as ſhould 

their Enemies in awe, while a Deſcent was made in Vor- 
mandy. Something of this Kind King William intimated in his 
the Pati ; and was certainly expected both by 


this Nation and the Dutch. When, therefore, the King lett 


England, in the Beginning of March, his Inſtructions to Ad- 
miral Ruſſel were, to uſe all imaginable Diligence in getting the 
Fleet to Sea; and at the ſame Time he was promiſed, that his 
Majeſty would not fail to quicken the Dutch. But we ſhall ſoori 
ſee that all theſe Schemes were ſuddenly altered ; and that if the 
King's new Miniſtry had been furniſhed with tolerable Intelligence, 
they could never have entered into their Heads . To be clear 
in this Point, we mult look over to the Tranſactions in France. 

As ſoon as Lewis XIV. perceived that it was a Thing impoſſi- 


| ble, to ſupport the War in Ireland any longer to Advantage, he 


came to a Reſolution of employing the Forces that were till left 
King James, to ſerve his Purpoſe another Way. With this 
View he concerted with the Malcontents in England, an Inva- 
fion on the Coaſts of Suſex; and though for this Purpoſe it was 

to draw together a great Number of Tranſports, as well 
as a conſiderable Body of Forces, _ had both in Readineſs, 
before it was ſo much as ſuſpected here. The Land-Army con- 
ſiſted of fourteen Battalions of Engliſh and Iriſb Troops, and 
about goob French, commanded by Marſhal de Belfondes ; fo 
that in all there could not be leſs than 20,000 Men ». The 


Fleet of Tranſports confiſted of three hundred Sail, and was 


well provided with every Thing neceſſary for the Invaſion. In 
ſhort nothing was wanting to the Execution of this Deſign in the 


" In order to prove the Truth of this Account, I ſhall refer the 
Reader to the Hiſtorical Mercury, for the Month of April, 1692, 
wherein we are aſſured, that the Scheme of making a Deſcent on 
France, was taken from King William's own Mouth ; that Orders 
were given for having a prodigious Number of Pontons, and flat- 
bottom'd Boats ready, by the latter End of June, and that the Duke 
of Leinſter, (who was Son to Marſhal Schomberg) was to command 
the Forces employed in this Service. See allo Burnet's Hiſtory of his 
own Times, vol. ii. p. 92 * Hiſtoire Militaire, tom. ii. p. 
473, 577. Burnet's Hiſtory of his own Times, p. 93. Kennet, 
Olamixon. | 
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Beginning of April, but the Arrival of Count de Eftrees's Squa- 
dron of twelve Men of War, which was to eſcort the Embarka- 
tion, while the Count de Tourville cruiz'd in the Channel with 
the grand Fleet, which was alſo ready to put to Sea, but was de- 
tained by contrary Winds. Things being in this Situation, King 
James ſent over Colonel Parker, and ſome other Agents of his, 
to give his Friends Intelli of his Motions; and ſome of 
theſe People, in Hopes of Reward, gave the firſt clear Account 
of the whole Deſign to our Government at Home; _= which, 


Order after Order was ſent to Admiral Ruſſel to out, to 

T HERE were at this Time two conſiderable Squadrons at Sea; 
one under the Command of Sir Ralph Delaval, which was ſent 
to bring home a Fleet of Merchant-men from the Mediterranean, 
the other under Rear-Admiral Carter, near the French Coaſt. 
It was apprehended, that the French would have endeavoured to 
intercept the former, and therefore on the laſt of February, Or- 
ders were ſent by The Groin Packet-Boat to Vice-Admiral De- 
laval, to avoid coming near Cape St. Vincent, but to keep ſo far 
out at Sea, as not to make Cape Char, but rather to fail to Din- 
gle-Bay, the Mouth of the Shannon, or ſome other Port there- 
abouts %. But for fear theſe Orders might not reach him ſoon e- 
nough at Cadiz, an Advice-Boat was ordered to cruize for him off 
Cape Clear, with Inſtructions to put into Corke or Kinſale. How- 
ever, both theſe Orders miſſed him, and he was ſo fortunate, as 
to arrive, in the Beginning of March, ſafe in the Downs. As 
for Rear- Admiral Carter, he was ordered to continue cruizing, 
with his Squadron of eighteen Sail, as near the Frenth Coaſt as 
it was poſſible, in order to be the better and more certainly in- 
formed of what they were doing *. His Majeſty, as ſoon as he 
arrived in Holland, took Care to haſten the Naval Preparations 
1 with 


P Queen Mary behaved upon this Occaſion, with great Wiſdom 
and Firmneſs of Mind; for, without diſcovering any Apprehenſions 
of Danger, ſhe took all the Precautions that were neceſſary to pre- 
vent it; by publiſhing a Proclamation, requiring all Papiſts to quit 
the Cities of London and Weſtminſter ; another for aſſembling both 
Houſes of Parliament ; and a third, for apprehending the Earls of 
Scarſdale, Litchfield, Neubourg, Middleton, and Dunmore; the 
Lords Griffin and Forbes; Sir John Fenwicke, Sir Theophilus Ogle- 
thorpe, Sir Andrew Forreſter, and ſeveral other Perſons of Diſtinc- 
tion, ſuppoſed to be in ber Father's Intereſt, #4 Burchet's Me- 
moirs, P. 129. r Seethe London Gazette, No. 2749. Where- 
by it appears, that Sir Ralph Delaval's Squadron conſiſted of fixteen 
Engliſh and Dutch Men of War, and ſeventy Merchant-men, richly 
laden. See alſo Burchet, Columna Roſtrata, &c. 
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with unuſual Diligence, ſo that the Fleet was to put to Sea 
much ſooner than had been expected, or at much ſooner 
than it had done the Year before, and in a much better Condi- 
tion. As for our Admiral, he went on Board in the 


how Advan the French m 
ſuch — from 85 


might be fixed for their Conjunction, 
might be given to all Perſons concerned. 
had Orders ſent him to cruize between Cape 
Lu Hogue and te Ihe of Wight, till the Squadrons ſhould join 
ot gb bed jw JunQion be made off 
However, he obeyed his Orders as ſoon as he re- 
ceived pled it down through the Sands, with a very 
ſcanty Wind, contrary to * EX ny of his Officers, 
u great a Fleet in 
| ; and yet to this bold Stroke of the Ad- 
following Succeſs. On the 8th the 
FR ye, and that Night ſent to the Dutch 
n of dual Ships to Jook for i 


y Notice 


* he ſailed from Rye 
was. Zn by -4 


AHary's Direction, 
and malicious Report was . as if ſome of the — oper 
their Majeſties Fleet were diſaffected, or not hearty in their Ser- 
vice ; and that her Majeſty had thereupon ordered the Diſcharge 
of many of them from their Employments: but her Majeſty 
charged the Admiral to acquaint his b Officers, that ſhe was ſatis- 
fied this Report was raiſed by the Enemies of the Government, 
and that ſhe repoſed ſo entire a Confidence in their Fidelity, that 
5 had reſolved not to diſplace one of them. Upon this, the 
Officers and Captains drew up a very dutiful and l * 
1 dated from on Board the Britannia at St. Helens, May 1 5, 
1692, which was the ſame Day tranſmitted to Court, *. on the 
next preſented by the Lords of the Admiralty to her Majeſty, 
who was pleaſed to make this wiſe and gracious Anſwer, which 
was publiſhed that Night in The Gazette. I always had this 


Opinion 


* Burchet's Naval Hiſtory, p. 464. 


was to write to Court on this Subject, and 
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Opinion of the Commanders; but Iam glad this is come to ſatisfy 
others *, | | 
Wuen all the Ships, a—_ and Dutch, were together, the 
Admiral propoſed, that a ſmall Detachment of fix or eight Fri- 
gates, might hover about the Coaſt of Normandy ; that at the 
ſame Time, the Forces intended for a Deſcent, ſhould embark, 
and be landed at St. Males, and the grand Fleet lie Weſtward of 
that Place, in order to protect them from the Enemy. This Pro- 
poſition being in Part approved, he detached fix light Ships to 
gain Intelligence; and it being left to him to proceed as a Coun- 
cil of War ſhould adviſe, he, on the 18th of May, failed for 
the Coaſt of France. The next Day, about three in the Morn- 
ing, the Scouts, weſtward of the Fleet, fired Swivel Guns; and 
being in a ſhort Time in Sight, made the Signal of diſcovering the 
Enemy. Immediately Orders were given for drawing into a Line 
of Battel, and the Signal was made for the Rear of the Fleet to 
tack, in order to engage the ſooner, if the French had ſtood to 
the Northward. A little after four, the Sun diſperſing the Fog, 
the Enemy were ſeen ſtanding Southward. The Admiral upon 
this cauſed the Signal for the Rear to tack to be taken in, and bore 
away with his Ship ſo far Leeward, as that each Ship in the 
Fleet might fetch his Wake, and then he brought to, and lay bys 
with his Fore-top-ſail to the Maſt, that ſo others might have the 
better Opportunity of placing themſelves according to the Man- 
ner formerly directed on ſuch an Occaſion *. 7 
| „„ Tur 


I give in ſome Reſpects, a different Account of this Affair from 
what the Reader will meet with in Burchet, and the reſt of our Hiſ- 
torians. But then I do this from the Gazette itſelf, No. 2767, 
herein the Reaſons I have aſſigned, are expreſly mentioned. * Bur- 
chet's Memoirs, p. 138, 139. It will be proper to give the Reader 
nere, an Abſtract of the Force of the reſpective Fleets. | 


THE RED SQUADRON. 


Rates Men ... 
s Fiſt 3,835 Foo 

3 Second 1,800 270 
16 Third 6, 400 1, 100 

7 Fourth 1, 860 350 


$8 13,895 2, 220 


The Right Honourable EDwa RD RussgL, Eſq; Admiral. 
Sir RL TH DELAVAL, Vice-Admiral. — 
Sir CLouDEsLY SHOVEL, Rear Admiral. 

| 5 THE 
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Tur Confederate Fleet was in Order t, having 
the Dutch Squadron in the Van, te Red ihe Cm, an = | 

Blue inthe Rear. About ten the French Fleet bore 
them with great Reſolution. About half an Hour 4 
Count Tourville, in The Royal Sun, brought to, and Grin Meer 
er He yd his Guns yry warmly ll on, br 

e plyed his Guns one, bu 
yards being re mich wont, A bes de Wind ed. 
PR the Enemy's Blue Squadron poſted themſelves, 
three a-head, and we allen of tor Adaink and fired very 
; till after three: The Admiral and his two Seconds, Mr. 
Churchill and Mr. Aylmer, had all theſe Ships to deal with. 
There was ſo thick a Fog about four, that the y could not 
be ſeen ; and as ſoon as it cleared up, the French Admiral was diſ- 
| covered towing away Northward ; which the Admiral fol- 
lowed him, ant made the — While this paſſed 
between the Admirals, Sir Cloudeſly Shovel was got to the Wind- 
ward of Count Toxrville's Squadron, and engaged them ; but the 


Fog 
THE BLUE e PE Ts b 
1 Firſt 780 100 
7 Second 4.655 536 
18 Third 7.740 1,270 
6 Fourth 1, 500 _ 
32 14.675 2,310 
Sir Joun Asunr, Admiral. 
Georcs Rooks, Eſq; Vice-Admiral. 
Ricuard CarTEs, Eſq ; Rear-Admiral. 
THE DUTCH SQUADRON. 
Rates M Guns 
Firſt 451 796 
IO 2 4.768 772 
2,92 40 
8 Fourth * 16 406 
36 13,051 2,614 
Admiral Autzmonde. 
Vice Admiral Scuoutsr Naczr: 5 
vor, U. FFA ˙˙²˙ | THE 
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Tux 20th of May proved ſo dark and foogy, that it was 
eight o'Clock before the Durch diſcovered the Enemy; and then 
the whole Fleet began to chaſe, the French away Weſt- 


| continued the Chace with all the Succeſs they 
ckven the French — and cut her Maſts away : 


Fog growing darker than before, they were forced to anchor : 
about this Time it was, that Captain Haſtings, in The Sand- 
wich, was killed, driving through thoſe Ships of the Ene- 
my, by Reaſon his Anchors were not clear. The Weather 
up a little, the French followed their flying Admiral, and 
the Fug hi chaſed „ * About ez eight in the Even- 
ing it grew foggy again, and — Blue Squadron 
having fallen in with the Enemy, engaged about half an Hour, 
till they, having loſt four Ships, bore away for Congquet- Read ". 
In this ſhort Action Rear-Admiral Carter was killed, whoſe laſt 
Words effectually confuted the baſe Reports ſpread to blemiſh his 
Reputation; for, finding himſelf mortally wounded, he recom- 
mended it to Captain Wright, ent Hoa fas 
her as long as ſhe could fwim . 


ward. About four in the Afternoon both Fleets anchored : About 
ten they weighed again ; and about twelve Admiral Xafer's Fore- 
top- maſt came by the Board”. 

On the 22d, about ſeven in the Morning, the Engh/b Fleet 
could defire ; about 


Upon 
THE FRENCH FLEET. 


The V AN. 
26 Ships from go to 60 Guns, 


The CENTER. 
25 Shipe from 104 to 54 Guns. 


The REAR 
12 Ships from g4 to 54 Guns. 


80 that Admiral Ruſſel had 99 Ships of the Line under his Com- 
mand, and Count Tourville but 63, ſome of which were detached at 
the Time of the Action. » Burchet's Memoirs, p. 1 39, 140, 
141. Kennet, Burnet, Oldmixon, Columna Roftrata. x The 
Manner of his Death, ſhews how falſe the Afperſion was, That he 
had taken 10, ooo Pounds to fire upon the French only with Powder, 
who were to return the like, and then he was to go over to them with 
his Squadron. As he certainly died like a Man of Honour, it is but 
juſt to believe, that he was ſtrialy ſuch while he lived. Bur- 
.chet's Memoirs, p. 143: | 


with — Men of War, Fire- 


Ba 
| the Loſs only of ten Men* 
ither of 1 
F 
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8 two Seconds plyed up to her, and other Ships be- 


to hover about them; upon which the Admiral ſent to Sic 
| Delaval, who was in the Rear, to keep with him a 


Evening, a ing 
into La Hogue. On the 23d the Admi ſent in Sir Gedrge e, 
Ships, and all the Boats of the 


Fleet, i BIEN UT Put 3 nk On their 
entring, it was perceiy ed, that there were thirteen Sail ; but they 
were got up fo high, that none but the ſmall Frigates could do any 
3 ir George, however, was reſolved to execute his Or- 


„together with a great amber 
eſſels her with a get Na 
ice: indeed 

it was by much the greatcſt that happened during the whole Affair z 
for it was performed under a prodigious Fire from the Enemy's 
ttery on Shore, and within Sight of the Jriſb Camp, and with 


JA. 


with his own and ſome Dutch She pur- 
till they ran through the Race 
ng ſuch Rocks and Shoals, as our Pilots were 
againſt following them ; for which that Admiral has 
perhaps without Cauſe, fince ſome of 


John Abb 


the ableſt Seamen in England were of _— that there could 


not be a more deſperate U 
French Ships through that Paſſage. 
ify them, yet it does not appear 


than the Flight of the 
ut though Deſpair might 
to me an Argument, that 


Sir John Aſbby ought to have followed them “. 


Ir is very remarkable, that though the . Fleet was 


near . to chat of the 8 yet ſcarce half of it could en- 


4 


2 It appears by Admiral Allemonde's Letter to the States General, 
that r was a moſt difficult and dangerous Undertaking, and his Let- 
ter was dated the very Morning the Thing was done; which is a much 
ſtronger Proof of Admiral Rooke's Merit, than if it had been writ- 
ten by an Engliſh Admiral. The Reader will be ſatisfied of this, 
if he caſts his Eye upon a Sea-Chart, and conſiders the prodigious 
Riſque the French ran, in order to get through the Race of Alderney, 
This Circumſtance is particularly taken Notice of in our Tar-Song * 

0 
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Royal Sun of 110 Guns, the French loſt another of 104, one of 

, two of 80, four of 76, four of 60, and two of 56 Guns ©. 
If indeed Sir Jabs Abby could have reached thoſe that took Shel- 
ter in St. Males, it had, in a good Meaſure, put an End to the 
French Power at Sea. As it was we muſt acknowledge it a moſt 
om ang and that we ought to pay a juſt Tribute of 
Praiſe to the M of the brave Men who atchieved it. 5 

Ws find this Affair, notwithſtanding all the ruinous Conſe- 
2 that attended it, treated in ſuch a Stile by the French 

riters, as to appear rather a Victory than a Defeat; and all 
this founded on the ſingle Circumſtanee of their attacking the En- 


dience to his Orders, which were ſo expreſs, that they did not 


leave any Room for him to exerciſe his Judgment. He called a 


Council of War, indeed, the Night before the Engagement, 
wherein moſt of the Officers gave their Opinions, that, conſider- 
ing the Superiority of- the Confederate Fleet, and the Situations 
| themſelves were in, it was moſt prudent to avoid fighting. Upon 
this, after declaring his own Sentiments to be the ſame with 
theirs, he produced the King's Orders, which appeared to be fo 
preciſe for fighting the Engliſb, whether ſtrong or weak, that it 
was unanimouſly reſolved to obey them. Several Reaſons have 
been aſſigned for the French King's giving ſuch Orders, and a- 
mongſt theſe the moſt probable is, that he was miſtaken as to the 
Strength of both Fleets. As to his own, he looked upon it as 
certain, that Count dEftrees, with his Squadron, would have 
joined the Fleet, before any Opportunity offered of fighting, and 


the Victory at La Hogue, which ſhews what the Seamen thought of 
it. ®Þ See his Hiſtory of his own Times, Vol. ii. p. 93. © Bur- 
chet's Memoirs, p. 146. Kennet, Oldmixon, Columna Roſtra- 
ta, &c. 4 Hiſtoire Militaire de Louis XIV. Tom. ii. p. 583. 
Journal Hiſtorique de Louis XIV. par P. Daniel, p. 164. Hiſtoire 
de Milice Frangoiſe, Tom. ii. p. 491. Memoirs de Forbin, &c. 
© Hiſtoire Militaire. In all Probability Count Tourville called this 
Council of War to juſtify himſelf in reſpect to the Senſe in which he 
underſtood the King's Orders. 
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that Count Towrville's Line of Battel ſhould have conſiſted of ſix- 
yu Ships at leaſt. He was, however, deceived in both: 
nt d Eftrees met with ſuch bad Weather in paſſing the Streights 
of Gibraltar, that, notwithſtanding all the Pains he could take, 
his Squadron did not arrive at La Hogue till after the Battel ; and 
though there were at that Time fixty-fix French Men of War at 
Sea, yet from the Detachments made for particular Services, 
Count Towrville had but forty-four actuall awe his Command, 
when he took this Reſolution to fight *. the other Side it was 
preſumed, that the Engliſh and Dutch Fleets could not have 
Joined ſo early; and that if they had, ſtill it would be impoſſible 
for them to unite with their two great Squadrons then at Sea, be- 
fore the Junction of the French Fleets. In this too, the King's 
Foreſight failed him; but then it was owing to that bold Stro 
of Admiral Ruſſe! beforementioned, by which he joined the 
Dutch Squadron ten Days ſooner than he could have done, if 
he had taken his Pilot's Advice L. There is yet another Cir- 
cumſtance mentioned by French Authors, as ſuppoſed by ſome 
to have been a Reaſon for the King's Orders; and it is this, 
that the greateſt Part of the Engliſh were expected to de- 
ſert; from which it was pretended they were deterred, by finding 
Count Towrville ſo weak d. As theſe very Authors treat this 
Story as a Calumny, there ſeems to be the leſs Reaſon for my re- 
futing it: yet, fince it may be done in very few Words, I can- 
not but obſerve, that this is abſolutely contradicted by another 
— Circumſtance, in which both our Writers and theirs vix. 
That, upon the Junction of our Fleet, the French King ſent 
two Orders, by different Routs, to Count Tourville, to forbid 
his fighting for that Reaſon : but the Maſter of a ſmall Veſſel, 
which carried one, was taken off Cape * by Captain - 
ville, before he could join the French Fleet; and the other, 
which came over Land, was too late by ſeveral Days '. T his, 
however, plainly proves, that King Lewis did not depend upon 
the Deſertion of the Engliſh Fleet, but upon their not joining 
the Dutch. © . IG 950 5 
AFTER a particular Account of the firſt Day's Engagement, 
the Marquis de Quincy proceeds thus. As to the Advantage 
gained in this Fight, it muſt be allowed us, that Count Tour- 
6 ville did not loſe ſo much as a Ship; nor had he any that 
e D 3 : % were 


 * P. Daniel, M. de Quincy, and indeed all the Foreign Writers 
in general agree in this. 5 Burchet's Naval Hiſtory p. 457. I have 
likewiſe had the ſame confirmed to me by Officers who ſerved on board 
the Fleet. h Hiſtoire Militaire ubi ſupra. * Burchet's Memoirs, 
p. 468. and the French Author laſt cited. 
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Hand, the Enemy loſt 
<« two ; one ſunk, and the other diſabled. The reſt of their 
«© Ships were as ill treated as his, beſides their ſpending Abun- 
Dear. without any — Thus, in 


54 
«+ were diſabled ; while, on the other 


ce pened otherwiſe in the ſucceeding Days; in 
c there fell ut potion that excht ts andthe 83 
« France at Sea; ſince, while there remained any Room for 

« Courage to exert itſelf, they y 1 


255 55 eg b. Won of fi ors on ther own 
. Coaſts, y 2 vigorous Purſuit of the Eng 

Manner before related . 
14 rench Hiſto- 
diminiſh their Loſs, or to ſay our Admi- 


F 
| Road of St. Makes, | 


ough that dangerous Streight which 1 


Ws Ruſſel was ſatisfied, that the Fleet 
„ Be xe Beepes: > ny Tear the Seaſon 
of the Year, and their Circumſtances conſidered, he reſolved 
to return oP Helens, as well to refit the Veſſels that were 


came fo 8 that his heavy Ships muſt have ſuffered 
_ exceedingly ; and ſuch as had loſt their Maſts, would probab 
have periſhed. Yet this Meaſure, ſo prudent in itſelf, and PL 
happy in its Event, has been cenſured, as if the Admiral had 
 ſhewn too great Eagerneſs to be at Home, and too little Care 
to proſecute his Victory ®. However, before he took this Step, 
he left = Aſhby with twelve Engliſh Ships, and three Fire- 
Ships, in Conjunction with a Dutch Squadron of like Force, 
commanded by Vice-Admiral Callemberg with Orders to fail to 


Havre 
+* Hiſtoire Militaire, tom. ii. p. 587. But all this muſt be owned 
ex'remely modeſt to Father Daniel's Account. ! Hiſtoire Militaire, 


P. Daniel, &. un Burchet, Kennet, Columna Roſtrata. Bur- 
net's Hiſtory, vol. ji. p. 94. 
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Havre de Grace, and to endeavour the Deſtruction of ſo many 
of the French Fleet as had taken Shelter there ; which Ser- 
vice, indeed, they did not perform, the Enemy's Situation, and 
the ſtormy Weather, rendering it altogether impracticable . So 
that to blame the Admiral for not expoſing the Fleet, when it 
was impoſſible for him to have done any Thing, is to ſhew a 
Diſpoſition of finding Fault at the Expence of the Nation's Safety, 
ſince ſucceeding Commanders are not like to uſe their Judgments 
freely, when they find their Predeceſſors ſuffer in Reputation, for 
doing what Prudence, and Regard to the Safety of the Fleet, di- 
rected. The true Reaſon, or rather the principal Reaſon, which 
influenced Admiral _— on this Occaſion, was his Deſire to 
make the moſt of his Victory, by immediately taking on Board 
the Troops intended for a Deſcent, and wafting them over with 
all poſſible Expedition, to the Coaſt of France b. 

Ir is not eaſy to give any tolerable Account of this Deſcent, 
ſince neither our publick Hiſtorians, nor the Writers of private 
Memoirs, have been able to leave us any certain Scheme of this 
farther than that it was to be a Deſcent on the French 
; „ In order to alarm and diſtract that Nation. Thus much 
is certain, that both we and the Dutch ſeemed to place very great 
Confidence in this Expedition, which was provided for at a vaſt 
IJ and in order to which a Promotion of Officers was 
made on Purpoſe. At firſt, ſeveral Regiments of Horſe were in- 
tended to have been ſent ; but at laſt theſe were reduced to fifty 
Horſe, and two hundred Dragoons a. It is evident enough from 
his Conduct, that Admiral Ruſſe! was not in the Secret of this 
Deſign, if indeed there was any ſuch Secret; but knew in gene- 
ral only, that theſe Troops were deſigned to land in France, and 
therefore he thought this the moſt proper Opportunity for exe- 
cuting the Project, be it what it would. This was his Motive 
for returning on the Engliſh Coaſt ; and, to be ſure, he ated 
therein with great Judgment and Prudence. In his Paſſage, how- 
ever, he met with very rough Weather ; and, on his Arrival, with 
very great Diſappointment : For, inſtead of finding the Troops 
ready to embark, and himſelf furniſhed with Orders and Inſtruc- 
. tions for the Execution of the Enterprize, he was informed, by 
Letters from the Secretary of State, that no certain Reſolution 
was as yet taken in what Service to employ them ; but that this 
was left to be ſettled by a general Council of Land and Sea-Of- 
ficers, when the Fleet and the Tranſports ſhould be joined . The 
» Burchet's NavalHifſtory, p. 467, 468. ? Kennet, Columna 
Roftrata. 1 Memoires Hiſtoriques, Preſent State of Europe, Life 
of King William. = Burchet's Naval Hiſtory, p. 471. Memoirs 
ef Admiral Ruſſel. 1 
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plain Source of all this Confuſion was, that the Miniſters of State 
were unwilling to take upon themſelves the Direction of an Affair 
which they were apprehenſive would miſcarry, but were willing to 
put it upon the Land and Sea - Officers, that they alone might re- 
Ar laſt, very late in the Month of July, the Tranſports, with 
the Forces on Board, joined the Fleet; and on the 28th of 
the ſame Month, a Council of War was held on Board The 
Breda, where the Schemes, or rather Hints, of the Miniſtry 
were ſeriouſly conſidered, and upon the whole, reſolved to be 
impracticable *, The Admiral, however, ſent Sir John —_ 


we have this in Burchet from the Original; and as it is abſo- 
lutely neceſſary, for the Perfect Underſtanding this Part of the Hi- 
ſtory, I ſhall lay it before the Reader. 3 © 
At a Council of War, held on board the Breda, the 28th of July, 
Preſent, Flag Officers, the Right Honourable Edward Ruſſel, Admi- 
ral ; Sir Ralph Delaval, Vice Admiral of the Red ; George Rooke, 
Eſq; Vice-Admiral of the Blue; Sir Cloudeſley Shovel, Rear-Admi- 
ral of the Red; David Mitchell, Eſq; firſt Captain to the Admiral. 
Durex. Admiral Allemonde ; Vice-Admiral Callemberg ; Rear- 
Admiral V Rear - Admiral Evertſen ; Rear-Admiral Mays. 
General and Field-Officers. His Grace the Duke of Leinſter, 
| Lieutenant-General of all the Forces; Earl of Galway; Sir Henry | 
Bellafiſe ; Monfieur de la Meloniere ; Sir David Collier; Colonel 
Beveride ; Monſieur de Cambon ; Colonel Selwin ; Earl of Argyll. 
. The Reſolutions they came to follow. * The Matter of burning 
„the Ships at St. Maloes, being maturely conſider d, Vice- Admiral 
* Rooke, and Vice-Admiral Callemberg, (who were lately ſent 
with a Squadron of Ships before that Port) repreſenting the great 
 « Difficulty of carrying the Ships in there, by reaſon of the Multi- 
«« tude of Rocks, and the Rapidity of the Tides ; and the Pilots re- 
„ fuſing to conduct any Frigates, or Fire Ships into the Harbour, 
„ becauſe the Marks might be removed ; it was the Opinion of the 
«« Flag-Officers, that it was not practicable to attempt any Thing 
«« againſt the Enemy's Ships at St. Maloes, with any Part of the 
« Fleet, until the Town itſelf could be ſo far reduced by the Land- 
Forces, as that Ships might not receive any great Annoyance 
_ « fromtheEnemy's Guns in the Attempt ; and the General and Field- 
* Officers of the Army, were of Opinion, that the Troops could 
0 _ do any Service at that Place, without the Aſſiſtance of the 
5 Bir ö — ues 
lt was then conſidered, whether it was feaſible to make any At 
* tempt on the Enemy's Ships at Breſt ; and although the Flag Of- 
** ficers were of Opinion, that an Attempt might be made 1 
| 9 | | ” = 
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with a ſtout © to endeavour, if poſſible, to intercept the 
French Fleet, which was every Day expected to fail from St. 
Males to Bre; and as ſoon as this was done, the Admiral, 
with the reſt of the el the PAN * for 4 Flogue. 
Secretary Burchet ſa ively, that in his Paſlage he received 
Cas Ham the (hikes ts hin, and that im Obedience to theſe 
Orders, he came back in a few Days to St. Helens. Yet there 
is ſomething very improbable in this, if we conſider, that as ſoon 
as an Expreſs diſpatched by the Duke of Leinſter, arrived 
at Whitehall with this News, The Queen ſent down to the 
Fleet the Marquis of Carmarthen then Lord Preſident of 
the Council, the Earl of Devonſhire Lord Steward, the 
Earl of Dorſet Lord Chamberlain, the Earls of Nottingham 
and Rocheſter, and the Lords Sidney and Cormuallis, to 
know the Reaſon of their Return, and to take proper Mea- 
ſures for their putting to Sea again immediately . Theſe 
Lords, on their Arrival, found all the Troops, except two Re- 

giments, on Shore, and the Fleet wind-bound. Every Body then 
expected that the Troops would re-imbark, and at laſt they * 
3 eee * 


<« with ſome Hopes of Succeſs, if the Summer had not been ſo far 
« ſpent ; yet conſidering the Winter was approaching, they did not 
think it proper to attack the Enemy's Ships in that Port, ſince the 
Fleet might be expoſed to very great Inconveniencies, ſhould they 
© be Wind-bound near that Place: And it was the Opinion of the 
“General and Field-Officers of the Army, that they ſhould not be 
able to do any Service there againſt the Enemy, unleſs they could 
„ be protected by the Fleet. The Flag Officers, likewiſc, thought 
* it not ſafe for the Fleet to attempt any Thing againſt the Enemy at 
Rochefort; the Seaſon of the Year being ſo far ſpent, and the Place 
«« itſelf lying ſo deep in the Bay. 
elt was in the next Place conſidered, whether the Fleet might lie 
e with Safety on the Coaſt of Normandy, to protect the Army in an 
« Attempt either at Havre de Grace, la Hogue, or any Place there- 
<* abouts: And the Flag-Officers judged, that it might lie with Safety 
on that Coaſt, until towards the End of the next Month, in cafe 
<« their Majeſties Service ſhould require it. | | 
The Flags came alſo to the following ſeparate Reſolution. 
* That, fince the Tranſport-Ships with the Land-Forces were 
come to the Fleet, in order to try what might be done againſt 
the Enemy, either at St. Maloes, Breſt, or Rochefort, it was their 
Opinion, that ſomething might have been attempted, with Proba- 
* bility of Succeſs, were not the Seaſon of the Year ſo far ſpent as 
** not to admit of the Fleets going with Safety thither”. _ 
Naval Hiſtory, p. 476. uv Kennet, Burnet, Preſent State of 
Europe, Life of King William, Oldmixon. 
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ſo ; but inſtead of ing to France, they failed under the 
Eſcort of a Squadron of Men of War, Part to Offend, and Part 
to Newport. There were 240 Tranſport Ships, 6 or 7000 
Men, a prodigious Quantity of Ammunition of all Sorts, and 
whatever ſeemed requiſite for executing a great Deſign, though 


ſo little came of it ”. 
Ons cannot wonder, that on ſo flagrant a Miſcarriage as this, 
The Engliſh, who 


the Mouths of all the World were 
are not very famous for their Patience on ſuch Occaſions, made 
no Difficulty of Saying, that the Nation was plundered and a- 
buſed, and that, after immenſe Sums were drawn out of the 
People's Pockets, by the moſt grievous and burdenſome Taxes, 


they were idly ſquandered away in chimerical Proj The 
Dutch ſcrupled not to exclaim againſt the I of the 
King's Counſellors, and to affirm, that every Thing that was 
tranſacted at London, was fo ſpeedily betrayed to the French 
Court, that it was in vain to hope any Succeſs from con- 
certed there. The French, according to their uſual Manner, 
exulted ſtrangely on their Deliverance, and attributed to the Wiſ—- 
dom and Power of Lewis XIV, what was the pure Effect of croſs 
Accidents and Party-Reſentments *. I muſt not, however, for- 
get, that ſome refined Politicians pretended, that this Scheme had 
it's Effect; that King William intended no more than alarming 
the French Court, and obliging them to keep great Bodies of 
Men conſtantly on their Coaſts, and to be at a vaſt Expence to 
watch the Motion of this ſmall Body of Troops, which gave 
his Majeſty the greater Liberty of acting in Flanders. Yet this 
appears ftrangely improbable, if we conſider-the Return of the 
Fleet to St. Helens, ſince, if this had been the Defign, it would 
certainly have proceeded directly to Offend. Others would per- 
ſuade us, that the Intention of the Court was to have landed 
the Forces at Port St. Seba/tians, but when the Orders were 
opened at Sea, all the Admirals were of Opinion, that it was 
utterly impracticable. The Reſolutions of the Council of War, 
ſhew, that this Conjecture was groundleſs. The Bottom of the 
Buſineſs was a Deſign upon Breft ; which might have been exe- 
con if the Tranſports had been ready, as the Admiral adviſed, 
in May . 
AFTER the ſending theſe Troops into Flanders, the great 
Ships were ordered about to Chatham, and the Fleet divided 
The Political Memoirs for the Month of Auguſt, 1692, ſay, 
there were 16,000; but all our Hiſtorians mention the Numbers I 
have inſerted. * See Burnet's Hiftory of his own Times, and the 
firſt Volume of the State Tracts, in the Reign of King William. 
The Reader will find this clearly explained hereafter. £ 


called, The Friends Adventure, 


Th 
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into Squadrons, as was judged moſt convenient for the Service: 
and thus ended the publick Tranſactions of this Year *. It may 
not, however, be amiſs, before we ſpeak of the Parliamentary 
Enquiry into the Miſtakes in the Management 'of the Navy, to 
mention one or two extraordinary Exploits at Sea, though of a 
private Nature; and the rather, becauſe, otherwiſe, Things of 
this Kind, though very worthy of Remembrance, muſt naturally 

On the 24th of February, a French Privateer took a ſmall Ship 
belonging to the Port of Exeter 
and on the 29th, Captain Fitzgerald, who commanded the Pri- 
vateer, took out of her the Maſter and five of his Men, leaving 
none on Roard but the Mate, Robert Lyde of Topſham, a Man 
of twenty three Years of Age, and Fohn Wright, a Boy of ſix- 
teen, with ſeven Frenchmen, who had to navigate the 


Ship to St. Males. But when they were off La Hogue, 


a ſtrong South-Eaſt Wind drove them from the French Coaſt ; 
d Boy, onthe 6th of March, took their 

» when two Prenchmen were at the Pump, 
Jelm, one on the Forecaſtle, and three ſleeping in 
1 The Mate, with an Iron Crow, 
mp, and knocked down the other 
ſame Inſtant, knocked down the 
and bound the 
Frenchmen, running up from 
Aſſiſtance of his Companions, was 
Mate ; but the two others, coming to his Relief, 
ike to have ſecured him, if the Boy had not 
p briſkly to his Aſſiſtance, and after a ſharp Struggle, 
the other Quarter. Having thus made them- 

ſelves Maſters of the Ship, they put the two, who were diſabled 
by their Wounds, into Bed, ordered a Third to look after them, 
and ſecured them between Decks ; one they kept bound in the 


Steerage and made uſe of the remaining Man to navigate the 
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Veſſel, which on the gth of March, brought ſafely into 
Topſbam, with five Priſoners on Board * ET 


ABOUT the fame Time, one Captain Richard Griffith, and 
his ay John Codanon, recovered their Sloop called, The Tryal, 
from five Frenchmen, put on Board them by a Captain of a Man 
of War, and having wounded three, and forced all five down 


into the Hold, brought the Veſſel with their Priſoners, ſafe into 


Falmouth Þ. Theſe, though ſtrong Teſtimonies of prodigious 
Firmneſs 


* Burchet's Memoirs, p. 167, 168. and Naval Hiſtory, p. 476. 
* See the London Gazette, No. 2749. b See the London Ga- 
zette, No. 2743. 
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Firmneſs of Mind, and daring Reſolution, yet at the ſame Time 
ſhew, how much our Trade was expoſed to the French Privateers; 
and, indeed, it muſt be confeſſed, that it ſuffered far leſs in the 
preceding Year, when the French were Maſters at Sea, than in 
this. when their apond Five wes dialed up in their Ports <. 
Tuis Creates „e men tiths, altar fo great 
a Victory at Sea, excited much Clamour, eſpecially among the 
Merchants ; though the Reaſons affigned for it Ir R 
Admiralty, were very plauſible at leaſt, if not 
ſaid, i ps ſuſtained ſo early 
caſioned their Seamen's being diſmiſſed the wry the or 
being ſuffered to go on Board Privateers, which rendered them 
more numerous, and of greater Force than ever ; while on the 
other Hand, our ſo great a Fleet ſo long at Sea, render- 
ed it impoſſible for the Admiralty to furniſh the Merchants with 
oper _—__ * 6 


opened the Seſſions of Parliament on the 4th of 
As in which he took Notice both of their great Succeſs, 


great Diſappointments at Sea, which gave Occaſion to the 
: fave Enquiries. On the 11th the Houſ 


| | rmation, and entered into a-large 
Account of the whole Aﬀair. Then hen Sir John Holy was exa- 
mined as to his not executing the Orders that were given him to 
the French Ships, which got into St. Maloes. Sir Jahn 

cleared himſelf fo $+ lng and ſet the whole Matter in ſo fair 

a Light, that the Speaker, by Order of the Houſe, took Notice 

of his ingenuous Behaviour at the Bar, which gave ſuch Satiſ- 
faction, chat he was diſmiſſed from further Attendance . Then 


the | 
This we find very ſtrongly inſiſted upon by Biſhop Burnet. Hi- 
ſtory of his own Times, Vol. ii. p. 94. © See Chandler's De- 


bates in the Year 1692. My Account is taken from a MS. entitled, 
Reflections on the preſent Complaints of ill Management at Sea. 

© Kennet, Burnet, Oldmixon, Life of King William, &c. f See 

the Notes of the Houſe of Commons, Chandler's Debate, &c. So 

much eaſier it is to ſatisfy a Houſe of Parliament, than to eſcape a 

critical Hiſtorian, 
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the Buſineſs of the Deſcent was ſet . was alſo 
thoroughl lained by the Admiral, who ſhewed, that there 
. Le the . intervened between his Letter to 


the Earl of Nottingham, and his Lordſhip's Anſwer. The Houfe 
of Lords too entered into an Examination of this Matter, where 
the Earl of Nottingham not only juſtified himſelf, but reflected 
very ſeverely upon Admiral Ruſſel ; and the Houſe went fo far 
into his Reſentments, that at a Conference they communicated 
to the Commons ſome Papers which the King, at that Lord's 
Requeſt, had directed to be laid before them. But this was fo 
far from producing the deſired Effect, that, immediately on the 
reading them, the Commons reſolved that Admiral Ruſſel, in his 
Command of the Fleet during the laſt Summer's Expedition, had 
behaved himſelf with Fidelity, Courage, and Conduct 8. 
lx theſe Debates it appeared clearly to the Houſe, that ore 
great Check on the publick Service, was the Want of timely 
and ſufficient Supplies; to remedy which in the ſucceeding Year, 
| they, on the ſecond of December, Reſolved, that the Sum of 
1,926, 516 J. be granted to their Majefties for the Charge of the 
Navy, [including the Charge of the Ordnance, and the finiſhing 
their Majeſties Naval Yard at Hamoſe near Plymouth, and the 
building four Bomb Veſſels, and eight new Ships of the fourth 
Rate f. They likewiſe took Notice of Admiral Naſſel's inveigh- 
ing againſt the Want of Knowledge in Sea- Affairs, in ſuch as 
to direct them, and therefore a Motion was made, 
that they ſhould come to a Reſolution of addrefling his Majeſty, 
to conſtitute a Commiſſion of Admiralty of ſuch Perfons as were of 
known Experience in Maritime Affairs; but here the Weight of 
the Board appeared, by its paſſing in the negative l. Yet to ſhew 
their Diſtaſte of the Earl of Nottingham's interfering ſo much in 
Maritime Affairs, they addreſſed the King, that for the future all 
Orders for the Management of the Fleet, ſhould paſs through the 
Hands of the Commiſſioners of the Admiralty . But the Ad- 
1 5 miral's 
t See the Votes, Kennet, Burnet, ke. This ſhews a true 
- Britiſh Spirit; they join Amendment with the Diſcovery of the Miſ- 
chief. it was truly foreſeen that a Lord High Admiral might 
be much more eaſily called to account than Lords Commiſſioners ; 
becauſe, whenever the latter is done, the Commiſſioners (if they have 
Seats in Parliament) muſt act againſt themſelves. In this Caſe the 
grand Argument againſt the Addreſs, was, that it reflected on his 
aj 


eſty's Judgment ; and ſo Regard to Compliment, got the better 
of Concern for the Public. 


k This Addreſs had a right Intention ; for as Things were ma- 
naged before, the Admiral was frequently more puzzled to _— 
MED T ; 3 . 
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miral's Victory here coſt him too high a Price ; for the King, 
conceiving that he had ſhewn a greater Concern for his own In- 
tereſt and Reputation, than for his Service, reſolved, notwith- 
 Randing the great Things he had done, to lay him aſide for the 
Preſent, and employ ſuch as might make his Affairs go eaſy ; 
0 OP indiffe- 
rent Succeſs '. 


tha ncing might her 
— — 
his Majeſty was — rs 


of the Fleet, is wh be was . 
vice of the Earl of — wo Fo of 


— 4 | chic the Ad- 
inting an Admiral, 


Sn e Lele, En 
the Red, and Matthew Aylmer, Eſq; Rear-Admiral of that 
dron. John Lord Berkley, Vice-Admiral, and David Mitc wi 
Eſq; Rear-Admiral of the Blue ; and theſe Promotions were de- 
clared on the 8th of February following. Lo give ſtill a hi 
Proof of the King's Concern for, and Attention to this nece 
Part of the Public Service, his Majeſty foon after went down to 
| Portſmouth, as well to view the State of the Place and its Forti- 
_ fications, as to examine into the Condition of that Part of the 
Fleet which was then there. On this Occaſion his Majeſty went 
on Board the Ship where Vice-Admiral Rooke had hoifted his 
Flag, and c d the Honour of „ upon that Ad- 
e z 


ſtand his Orders, than to execute ; Gen: and whenever Diſputes 

aroſe about them, the Admiral was ſure to ſuffer ; for the Secretary 
intrenched himſelf behind his Directions, ſo that there was no coming 
at him but through the Council. ' Biſhop Burnet repreſents the 
King's Conduct in this Reſpect in its true Light, Vol. ii, p. * 
See his Hiſtory of his own Times, Vol. i. P. 104. 
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miral ; after which he returned to London very well ſatisfied as to 
the State of the Fleet at Spithead *. 

Taz War in Flanders requiring his Majeſty's Preſence ear) in 
the Spring, the Admirals were inſtructed to make all poſſible 
in getting out the Fleet to Sea, to endeavour, if poſſible, to 
up the Enemy in their Ports, eſpecially in Breſt, which was 
thought very practicable, and to take all Care of the Mer- 
chants. In order to comply with the firſt Part of their Charge, 
they began to he hell the Semen — but the, 
notwithſtanding the prefling Occaſions of the Public, and the great 

Scarcity of Men, was thought ſo heavy aGrievance, and beſides 
ſo viſible a Favour to the Enemy, that it was diſuſed. Then five 
of Foot were put on Board, with a View to the De- 
barkment at Breſt, which was a Scheme of ſome of the Land- 
Admirals, and was always thought (what it afterwards appeared 
to be) by the ableſt of our Seamen, a very and, at the 
ſame Time, a very impracticable Project. Proviſions running 
farce, n Mick wb inunated from four to fre diem ; and yet, in 
Spight of all theſe Contrivances, they were not able to form a 
2 till the 7th of May, 1693, which 
oſt t of blocking up either of e French 
chants, their Complaints grew louder 


ranean Trade, had their Ships lying waiting for a Conv 
Months, nay, ſome above a Year and ; and the — 
they received from the Admiraliy were of ſuch a Nature, as put 
it out of their Power to judge when they might expect a Convoy; 
for this, they were told, depended on the Intelligence of the 
Board, and the Merchants were but too ſenſible, they had no In- 
telligence at all ?. 

Wren the Engliſh and Datch Ships joined, they made a for- 
midable Appearance, and every _ expected ſomething v 
| conſiderable 


» See the Memoirs of Sir Gentge Rooke in the fourth Volume. 
2 Burchet's Memoirs, p- 166, 167. Kennet, Burnet, Life of King 
William, Oldmixon. - The Complaints made by the Mer- 
Chants, did not only run high, but were extremely well ſupported. 

They ſhewed, beyond the Power of Refutation, he Folly of ſuſfer- 

ing Ambition, Intereſt, or Intrigue, to prefer unqualified Men to that 
Board, which directed the Naval Power of England: and yet the 
Miſchief was not, in Truth could not, be amended ; becauſe the more 
experienced People, who had been long in the Service, were thought 
diſaffected, and fo it was feared the — — have proved worſe 

thay the Diſcals. 


< OO Ore * 


to be concealed when fi 
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conſiderable would be performed 1. however, too 
ſoon, that Things were in their old Foc | romp that, in ſhort; 
the Admirals had not proper Orders to warrant their doing any 
Thing of Moment, and were too much divided in their Opinions; 
to undertake any thing of themſelves. rA 
they could reſolve on was, that Sir George Rooke ſhould 

the Squadron appointed to convoy the Mediterranean Fleet, and 
that in caſe they had no exact —— of the French Squa- 
drons, the Fleet ſhould accompany Sir George into a certain Lati- 
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titude . If this Defign had been executed as ſoon as it was form- 


ed and talked of, it had been honourable for the Nation, and 
happy for the Merchants; but the Admirals were ſo timorous 
and difident of their own Power, that it was the Beginning of 
June before they ſailed ; and even then had no Intelligence 


of the Enemy's Motions, but took their Meaſures at Random. 


A Circumſtance not raſhly to be aſſerted, and yet too important 
by undeniable Evidence 

Tu French, on the other Hand, ated with greater Prudence 

in the Diſpoſition of their Naval 8 this Year, than they had 

. ar. In order to repair the 


mighty 
» The Line of Bat! pablihed here and in Holland, Rood thus : 
ENGLISH I. II. I. Iv. v. VI. Fire-ſhips. 


Viee of the Blue ©. 3. 5. 1. o. o. 3. 
Admiral of the Blue 2. 1. 5. 1. o. 1. 3. 
Rear of the Blue Sm SS LL aA HS © 
Rear of the Red LS SS + % 2. 
Admiral of the Red 3. 1. 5. 1. 2. 2. $: 
„ $ 13. 
In all 5 5 
DUTCH I. IT. II. IV. v. VI. Fireſhips: 
Vice- Admiral 4 „% 6 „ & 8 2. 
Admiral LL GS SS 1 
Vice- Admiral 3. 0. 4. 3. 0. 1. 1. 
| ä 6. 5 14. 6. o. 8 6. 
In all 32. 


: Burchet's Memoirs, p. 181. Haas, Kennet, Burnet, Old- 
mind, Trze-Trafte in the Reign of Ling William, and in ſhort, all 
the Memoirs of that Time, OT WS OT Iv TOR 


Sea during the Winter, and that 


of ſeventy-one Ships of War, 


to magnify the Policy 
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mighty Loſs he had ſuſtained at La Hogue, the French King 
bought ſeveral large Ships, and turned them into Men of War, 
cauſed ſuch as wanted Repairs to be put into a Condition to go to 
y might not be detained for 
Want of Men, he ſuſpended in a ner the whole Trade of 
France for a Year, by forbidding any Ships to go to Sea, till his 
Squadrons were mann d: Laſtly, to raiſe the Spirits of the Sea- 
men, as well as to encourage ſuch Officers as had done their Du- 
ty in the laſt unlucky Engagement, he made a grand Naval Pro- 
motion, which had preciſely the Effect he expected from it, and 
excited ſuch a Spirit of Diligence and Emulation, as is eaſier to 


be conceived than deſcribed . The Reader will be convinced of 


the Truth of this, when he is informed, that the French Fleet 
failed from the Ocean for the Mediterranean in the Middle of 
the Month of May, in three Squadrons, 44 

ides Tenders, Bomb-Veſſels, 
and Fire · Ships; ſo that were actually on the Coaſt of Por- 
tugal, before our Smyrna failed . Almoſt all our Writers 


agree, that the French Fleet had very exact Intelligence from 


hence, and laid their Scheme for ſurprizing this rich Fleet very 


early in the Winter. I cannot find any Thing of this Sort in the 


French Writers I have met with; and yet they are ready enou 
of their Court upon other Occaſions : 
Yet I would not be underſtood to diſcredit what our Authors ſay 
on this Subject, ſince it is very probable they are in the right, and 
the French Hiſtorians might either want proper Information, or 
think it more glorious for the French Arms to let this treacherous 
Correſpondence paſs in Silence v. . 
Tu Engliſh Fleet left Sir George Rooke wh the Streight's 
Squadron on the 6th of June in the Evening, about fifty Leagues 
W.S. W. of the +4 and returned to take op the Cruizers, 
having all this Time had no Account of the Enemy. The 
Lords of the Admiralty at home, however, had an Account di- 


realy from Portugal of M. Tourvilles coming into Lagos-Bay, 


between Cape St. Vincent and Faro, with no leſs than 114 Sail 
great and ſmall. This exceedingly alarmed the Government, 
and Advice was inſtantly diſpatched to the Fleet, which confiſted 
now of fixty-nine Ships of the Line of Battel . On the 23d 


"of 
_ t Hiſtoire Militaire de Louis XIV. Tom. ii. p. 593, 705. Me- 
moires de Fourbin, P. Daniel. u Burchet's Memoirs, p. 183. 
Hiſtoire Militaire, Tom. ii. p. 707. v Theſe Points are fully 


cleared in the Proceedings againſt Mr. Abraham Anſelm, Secretary 


to the Admirals Killegrew, Delaval, aud Shovel, &c. 4to. 1694. 


* Burchet, Kennet, Burnet, Oldmixon, Life of King William. 
Vor. III. E 


another Council of War was held, in which, thou 
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of June a Council of War was held at Torbay, in which it was 
reſolved to bear away for Liſbon immediately, in Caſe they could 
be properly victualled; but, to prevent all * Orders were 
_ diſpatch'd to Sir George Rooke, of which we ſhall have Occaſion 
to ſpeak hereafter. If this Reſolution had been purſued, and the 
Fleet had actually failed for Li bo ONT have been 
done worthy of the Engliſb Nation. But upon the 1ſt of July 
the Queen's 
Orders were produced for their executing what ſelves had 
before propoſed, yet the Flags came to a new Reſolution, which 
was to ſubmit it to her Majeſty, whether, if the French Squa- 
drons were joined, and ſhould fail North-about, the Coaſts of 
uring their Ab- 


expoſed Sir George Rooke, and the rich Fleet 
be attacked by the whole Force of France, while we had a ſupe- 
Tior Fleet riding to no Purpoſe in our Channel. But it i 
Time to leave it, and ſpeak of the Conduct and Fo 
Vice-Admiral on this critical Occaſion. 3 
Irr has been before obſerved, that the grand Fleet quitted 


under very great Difficulties, and therefore we cannot wonder 
that he expreſs d ſome Concern at the great Riſque the numerous 
Fleet of Merchant-Men, under his Convoy, was like to run . 
It is true, his Squadron was very ftrong, conſiſting of no leſs 
than twenty-three Men of War, and he had under him two 
Flag- Officers of great Courage and Experience, viz. the Dutch 
Vice-Admiral Fandergoes, and Rear-Admiral Hopſon. But then 
the Merchant-men under his Care were near four hundred, and 
theſe not only Engliſb and Dutch, but Danes, Swedes, Ham- 
burghers, Flemings, &c. ſo that our Reputation as a Maritime 
Power, was in a Manner ſtaked for their Safety . When Ao 

oft 


Y Burchet's Memoirs, p. 185. 2 Burchet's Memoirs, p. 
185. See this Matter further explained in our Memoirs of Sir George 


Rooke. * Kennet, Burchet, Burnet, and the State of Europe 
for July, 1693. | 
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| he had a very fair and ſtrong Gale of Wind, which 


left 


at Rate, as prevented any of the Advice- 
with freſh Inſtructious, from coming up with him z 
ſo unlucky too, as not to meet with any Ships at Sea 
ve him Notice of Marſhal Towrville's Fleet being in 
World. In this Situation of Things he purſued, 
his Inſtructions, and having left by the Way 
for Bilboa, Liſbon, St. Ubes, and other Places, 
cofitinued his e for the StreightsY | 
15th of Fune, he ordered The Lark, a fixth Rate 
War, and a prime Sailor, to ſtretch a-head of his 
Bay, to get what Intelligence they could of the 
t, through ſome Overſight of the Captain, this 
ly executed. The next Day the Scouts diſco- 
two of the Enemy's Ships, and engaged them in the Af- 
ternoon, till perceiving eight or ten Sail under the Cape, 
fit to quit the Frenchmen, in order to inform the | 
miral of what they had ſeen. Upon this a Council of War was 
called, in which the Admirals Opinion, for lying by till the E- 
nemy's Strength could be known, was over-ruled ©. On the 17th, 
about Break of Day, ten Sail of French Men of War were diſ- 
covered, with ſome ſmall Ships, which were chaſed by Part of 


1 
To 


he 


4 


and 
that 
that 
as 


Th 


Ii 


7 
< 
© 


the Engliſh Squadron, and a Fire-ſhip taken, the Crew of which 


poſſitively aſſerted, that the whole Squadron, though there were 
three Flags amongft them, conkfied but of fifteen * of the 


1 The new Orders ſent him, were to this Purpoſe ; that in caſe 
he was obliged to go into the River of Liſbon, and received certain 
Intelligence, during his Stay there, that the Toulon Squadron had 


joined the reſt of the French Fleet, and were together gone North- - 
ward, from the Coaft of Portugal, he ſhould leave a proper Number 


of Ships, both Engliſh and Dutch, to proceed up the Streights with 


the Turky Fleet, and himſelf return with the reſt, and join the Bo- 
dy of our Fleet in theſe Seas; and, not meeting them in his Paſſage, 
to make the Port of Plymouth, and there expect further Order. But 
theſe Inſtructions could be of no Uſe to him, ſince they were not 
ſent till the 23d, and he fell inwith the French three Days afterwards, 
Secretary Burchet, indeed, ſays, they were ſent the 3d of June; 
but his own Account ſhews, that to be impoſſible, ſince he owns, 


that Sir George did not quit the grand Fleet till the 6th. This 


ſeems to have been the principal Cauſe of all the Miſchief that after - 
wards followed. Indeed the Admiral was ſo ſenſible of the dange- 


Tous Conſequences, that might attend the not taking this Step, as to 


call in five or ſix Captains who were on board his Ship by Chance, 
in order to have their Opinions; and they agreeing with the Council 
of War, he was forced to ſubmit. 
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Line. About Noon the Falſity of this Aſſertion was diſcovered , 


and Sir George Rooke eaſily counted eighty Sail of Men of War. 
Sixteen of theſe (a which were three _ plied ** 
the Engliſh Squadron, while the Vice-Admiral of the bit. 
=”m off to Sea, that he might fall in among the Merchant- 

ips ©. 

Fus Dutch Vice-Admiral, about three o Clock, ſent a Meſ- 
ſage to Sir George, that being now ſenſible of the Strength of 
the French Fleet, which he doubted before, as well as of their 

Deſign, he thought it abſolutely neceſſary to avoid I as 
it could only tend to their abſolute Ruin. At this Lime they 
were within four Miles of the Enemy, and it was the Senti- 
ment of Sir George himſelf, that they were too far advanced to 
think of retreating ; and therefore, e he received this Meſ- 
ſage, he was reſolved to puſh for it; but conſidering afterwards, 
that, if the Dutch Admiral had formed a right Judgment, and 
both the Squadron and the Fleet under their Convoy ſhould ſuf- 

fer greatly by this Meaſure, the Blame would fall entirely on him- 
ſelf, he brought to, and ſtood off with an eaſy Sail, that the 
| Dutch, and the heavy Ships, might work up to the Windward. 
He at the ſame Time ſent Orders to the ſmall Ships that were 
near the Land, and therefore not likely to up with the 
| Fleet, to uſe their utmoſt Endeavours in the Night to put into 

the neigbouring Ports of Faro, St. Lucar, or Cadiz. This was 
all that it was in the Power of the Admiral to do, and it is cer- 
tain, that theſe Orders were extremely well calculated for leſſen- 
ing, as much as poſſible, the Misfortune; and it ſhewed great 

Preſence of Mind in Sir George Rooke, to provide ſo wifely for 
the moſt diſtant Part of the Fleet, when himſelf, and thoſe a- 
bout him, were in ſuch imminent Danger. 

Tur Admiral and Vice-Admiral of the Blue, with about 
ten Sail of the Enemy's Fleet, fetched up the Engliſh Squadron 
very faſt, ſo that about ſix in the Evening they came up with 

two Dutch Men of War, and ſome Merchant-ſhips of that Na- 
tion. The Men of War were commanded by the Captains 
Schrijver and Vander-Poel; who finding themſelves under the 

Wind, and therefore in no Probability of eſcaping, tacked in 
for the Shore, and thereby drew the 3 after them, which 
ſaved the reſt of the Fleet. The Dutch Captains made a moſt 
deſperate Defence, but were at laſt over-powered by — 


4 Burchet's Memoirs, p. 189- See alſo Capt. Littleton's Letter in 
the S tte of Europe, for the Month of July, 1693. Burchet, 
Columna Roſtrata, Life of King William. . 


having 2 
ing a freſh 
| | fty-four Ships 
him, among which were only two Dutch, and one Ham- 
burgher. Five Sail of the Enemy's Ships appeared to the Lee- 
ward, and two to the Windward, which laſt dogged him all Day. 
On the 19th Sir George Rooke ſent for the Officers of the Men of 
War and Merchant-Ships on Board, in order to get the beſt Ac- 
count he could of the State they were in, and to concert the 
moſt proper Meaſures for ſecuring the Remainder. In this Coun- 
cil moſt of the Officers preſent were for going either to Liſbon, 
or bearing away for Ireland. The Admiral, however, conſider- 
ing that * had not Water enough on Board to enable them to 
carry the laſt mentioned Scheme into Execution, and having alſo 
ſome Hopes of meeting with Part of his ſcattered Fleet at the 
Maderas, he determined to fail thither; which he accordingly 
performed s. | 
IF the Enemy had executed this Deſign of theirs with as much 
Dexterity as ſhewed in contriving it, it is not eaſy to con- 
ceive how any Part of the Fleet of Merchant-men could have 
been faved. But whether their Admirals made a wrong Diſpo- 
ſition, or whether their Orders were but indifferently obeyed, 
certain it is, that they did not ſtrike near fo heavy a Blow as they 
might have done. Yet the Miſchief they did was very great, 
and ſeverely felt both by the Engliſh and Dutch Traders. Ac- 
cording to ſome Accounts, beſides four of the greateſt Smyrna 
| Ships, which M. Coetlogon burnt, or ſunk at Gibraltar, and 
ſeven which he took, M. de Tourville and the Count 4 Eftrees 
took two Dutch Men of War, burnt a rich Pinnace, and an 
Engliſh Man of War, took twenty-nine Merchant-men, and 
FF 43 ns deſtroyed 
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f It is very ftrange, that even our beſt Hiſtorians ſhould be ſo in- 
accurate as to their Dates. According to Burchet, this Engagement 
happened on the 18th of June ; according to Biſhop Kennet, it muſt 
have been the 16th. One would have thought the former moſt. 
like to be in the right, on Account of the Opportunities given him 
by his Office; and the rather in this particular, becauſe I am ſatiſ- 
| fied he copied Sir George Rooke's Narrative: And yet he is abſo- 
lutely wrong, as appears not only from other Accounts, but from his 
own: The Marquis de Quincy places this Action on the 27th, N. S. 
that is the 17th, and it muſt have happened upon that Day, even 
according to Burchet's Account ; for he tells us, that the Day after 
the Engagement, was Sunday : Now it appears, that the 18th of 
June, 1693, fell on a Sunday; conſequently the Action muſt have 
bappened on the 17th, and ſo indeed, Sir George Rooke's original 
Account, and all the Papers of thoſe Times have it. 5 Bur- 
chet, Kennet, Life of King William, Oldmixon, &c. 
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Fleet, ( 2 prodigious Superiority, 2 
eaſily have done) upwards of 


have been Gainers of 
eur Millions. As it was, the Loſs fell very heavy upon us, with- 
out much them i. 

Taz French Writers treat this Affair as one of the moſt glo- 
rious Actions ever performed by their Arms at Sea. M. de Quin- 
ey gives us a conciſe Account of the Engagement, and then 
runs into a long long Detail of the Privs tht were taken, und of th 
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iſpoſed the reſt of his Ships 
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was executed ſo vigorouſly that E 
— or run aſhore, or taken k. 


ville, others on M. Gabaret l. 
M. Tour villes Orders for 
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Laa xp drag? wrath 3 1 * 
the Reader will find, the Subject of a Parliamentary 
no certain or exact Account was ever publiſhed here. 
Accounts are to be found in r 

and in the Hiſtoire de la Milice Fr tom. i. r. 
FFF 
which ſome of our Writers lay a great Streſs, I muſt confeſs, I do 
not believe it, becauſe I am convinced theſe Memoirs are not ge- 
nuine, 1 I meet with this in the Gazettes and Journals of thoſe 
Times, which ſay, that M. Tourville threw the Blame upon Gaba- 
ret, as not punctually obeying his Orders; as on the other Hand, 
Gabaret charged it on the Marſhal, as not acting vigorouſly enough, 
which Reflection is ſaid, to have put him u 


expoſing himſelf in 
ſuch a Manner at Malaga, as had like to have coſt kim his Life. 


> po 
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hard on the two Dutch Men of War, and the Ships that remain- 
ed with them, was a falſe Step they could never afterwards reco- 
ver. In order, however, to hide theſe Miſtakes from the Eyes 
of the People of France, and to magnify the Advantage gained 
to the utmoſt, a pompous Account was printed at Toulon, full of 
very extraordinary Circumſtances, and ſwelling the Loſs of the 
_ +ngliſh and Dutch to the Amount of ſixty Millions of Livres, that 
is, to about three Times as much as it really was ®. The Mo- 
deſty and Impartiality of the Dutch Accounts of this unfortunate 

Affair, deſerve particular Notice. They tate the Loſs very near 
as high as the beſt French Writers; but at the ſame Time 
confeſs it had been much greater, but for the Prudence of Sir 

George Rooke, on whoſe Conduct they beſtow ſuch Praiſes, as a 
compleat Victory would ſcarce have extorted from his Country- 
men. I am, however, inclined to think he deſerved them; be- 
cauſe even Biſhop Burnet, who was no great Friend to that Ad- 
miral, does not pretend to find out one wrong Step in this whole 


Bur the Conſequences of this E were no leſs fatal 
ning fo great = Part of the ZughS Fleet apes relive to do 
letti a Part of the Engliſh b ved to d 
n or deſtroy ſuch Ships as had retired into the 
Spaniſh Ports. With this View he came on the 20th of July be- 
fore Malaga, and ſent a Meſſage to the Governor, that he had no 
* jure the Town, unleſs attempted to defend the 
Engliſh and Dutch Ships; in which Caſe he would bombard it. 
The Governor anſwered, he had the King of Spain's Orders to 
protect them, and he would do it to the utmoſt of his Power. 
There were four Dutch Ships, and one Engliſh in the Mole, 
„ e which 


m An Extract of this Account I have ſeen, and read; and which, 
though calcalated to do Honour to the French Nation, does in reality 
much more to the Dutch; for it is confeſſed, that eighteen French 
Ships had much ado to maſter two of The States Men of War. 
*The Sieur du Mont, who then wrote a Political Journal in Holland, 
gives this Account of the Matter. This is certain, that they miſſed 
the greateſt Part of the Convoy, and that Sir George Rooke, upon 
this Occafion, acquired infinitely more Honour, than thoſe who 
*« commanded the French Fleet. While the one, though unable to 
e reſiſt ſuch as attacked him in the midſt of threatning Dangers, by 
© his Prudence, Dexterity, and Courage, ſaved the beſt Part of the 
* Fleet committed to his Charge, at a Time that others ſuffered 
4 2 to be deprived by the . Skill of this Admiral, 
* of a Booty, which, if could have kept it, Fortune into 
„their Hands, * b * PT 
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which he attacked with great Fury . The Men on Board the 
Ships made a and gallant Defence, eſpecially The Union Fri- 
gate, which the French twice attempted to burn, and were as often 
repulſed. But, when it appeared a Thing impoflible to defend 
the Ships any longer againſt ſo unequal a Force, the Maſters thought 

oper to bore Holes and fink them v. To Cadiz they ſent a Squa- 
dron of fourteen Men of War and two Bomb-Ketches, and ſoon 
after followed with the whole Fleet. But they were able to effect 
little; for the Enxgliſb and Dutch Ships immediately retired out of 
the Road into the Port, where they were ſo well defended by the 
Cannon of the Place, that the French were forced to content them- 
ſelves with burning two Ships they had intercepted in the Road, 
and had hindered from getting in with the reſt 2. At Gibraltar, 
after an obſtinate Defence, ſeveral rich Ships were burnt and ſunk, 
together with a Dutch Man of War. The Marquis de Sai 
after relating theſe Exploits particularly, tells us, that 
 Tourville ſent twenty-four Prizes into . and computes the 
whole Loſs at thirty-ſix Millions of Livres, or thereabouts . It 
is now Time to return to Admiral Rooke, and the Care taken by 
him of the Remainder of the Fleet of Merchant Men under his 
Protection. JC N | 

WHEN he form'd a Reſolution of going to the Maderas, he 
ſent Home The Lark Man of War with the News of his Misfor- 
tune, and then continued his Courſe for thoſe Iſlands, where he 


found at his Arrival The Monk, Captain Fairborne, and no other 


Ship *. After taking in Water, and what elſe he had Occaſion for 
there, on the 27th of June he failed for Ireland, and on the 3d of 
Auguſ?, 1693, he arrived ſafely at Corte, with about fifty Sail of 
Ships of all Sorts of Men of War and Merchant-Men *. Soon 

after 


„ Barchet, Kennet, Oldmixon, Quincy, Daniel. P Some have 
condemned this, as done too haſtily ; but wichout Queſtion, the next 
Thing to preſerving a Ship and Cargo, is deſtroying it in Time. 
2 According to a Spaniſh Liſt, printed at Seville, the Ships preſerved 
here, were three Engliſh Men of War, fixteen Merchant-men, two 
Dutch Men of War, eleven Merchant-Ships, three Danes, two Ham- 
burghers, one Swede, one Oftender, and one Venetian. Burchet re- 
flects, notwithſtanding all this, on the Governor of Cadiz; but, for 
all that I can find, without any Reaſon ; for, as to ſending M. Tour- 
ville ſome freſh Proviſions for his own Table, I look upon it as an Act 
of Civility, not of Treachery. r The Marquis ſteers in the 
Middle. Marſhal Tourville's own Account ſays, the Maſters of the 
Ships that were taken, computed the Loſs at twenty Millions; and 
the Relation publiſhed by Authority, at Toulon, ſpeaks of fixty Mil- 
lions. Burchet's Memoirs. The Sieur Du Mont, » 

is 
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alcer his Arrival, he received Orders from the Admirals, to ſend 
ſix of the largeſt Ships to the Fleet, and to go with the reſt to 
Kinſale. But Sir George, conceiving that little Service could be 

5 from the latter, becauſe they were in very bad Condition, 
choſe therefore to ſend them under the Command of Captain 
Fairborne to Kinſale, and went in Perſon with the fix Men of 
War to the Fleet * ; of the Proceedings of which, from the Time 
of Sir George Rooke's Departure, we are next to fj OG 

Tus Flag-Officers held a Council of War an the 9th of July, 
in which it was reſolved to fail forty Leagues 8. W. of Upbant, 
and there to conſider what would be the next convenient Step for 
- intercepting the Enemy's Fleet in their Return from the Mediter- 
ranean. In Purſuance of this Reſolution, they put to Sea two 
Days after ; but were ſo terribly ruffled by a Storm, that they 
were forced to put into Torbay. Upon the 17th, the Wind proving 
fair, they put to Sea again, and proceeded to their intended Sta- 
tion, from whence they ſent out light Ships in ſearch of Sir George 
Rooke, and to cruize on the Spaniſh Coaſt, in order to get ſome 
Intelligence of the Enemy. The former carried the Orders, we 
have before mentioned, to the Admiral ; but the latter were not 
ſo lucky as to gain any Light into the Proceedings of the French 
- Fleet . While Things were in this Condition, an Accident hap- 
pened which might have been attended with ill Conſequences. 
Our Fleet had failed when they were very indifferently furniſhed 
with Proviſions, upon a Promiſe that theſe ſhould be immediately 
| ſent after them. In the Beginning of the Month of Auguſt, fifty 

Veſſels, laden with Proviſions, failed from the River of Thames 
in queſt of the Fleet, under the Convoy of two Ergli, and five 
Dutch Men of War : but the Fleet being forced from their Sta- 
tion, they not only. miſſed them, but loſt their Convoy. They 
met, however, with Sir George Rooke's Squadron in it's Paſſage 
from Kinſale, and he brought them ſafe to the Fleet on the 16th 
of Auguſt *; and on the 25th of the ſame Month they had Orders 

to return to St. Helen's, where they put the four Regiments, that 
had been on Board the whole Summer, on Shore: and then the 
Fleet was diſperſed, having done as little for the Honour of the 
Engliſh Nation, as any Fleet that ever was fitted out 7. Fu 
ON 


his Memoirs for the Month of Auguſt 1693, ſays, Sir George Rooke 
arrived with twelve Sail of Engliſh and Dutch Men of War, and be- 
tween forty and fifty Sail of Merchant Ships. u Burchet's Me- 
moirs. w Burchet, Burnet, Kennet, Oldmixon, Life of Kin 
William. * Preſent State of Europe, Memoirs of Admiral Rooke. 
7 Bucchet, Burnet, Kennet, Oldmixon, &c. 
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On the 19th of September, 1693, fifteen Dutch Ships of the 
Line of Battel, _— — were ordered by his Majeſty 
to Holland; and -fix Men of War, and ſeven Fire-Ships, 
were for the Winter Guard, which it was then 
would have put an End to the military 


Operations of this Year ; 


but it ſoon after appeared, that there was yet a ſecret Expedition 
tobe undertaken, in order to ſoften 
for 


a little the Joy of the French 
Fleet . 


myrna a 

13th of November, Commodore Benbow, in Conjunc- 
in Phillips, with a Squadron of twelve Men of 
b-Veſſels, and ten Brigantines and Well-Boats, 

they arrived on the 16th, and about 
Afternoon anchored before Quince- Fort. Three 
of b-Veſlels, with the Brigantines and Well-Boats, bore 
in, and anchored within half a Mile of the Town. About 


having taken the 8 
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upon a Rock, within Piſtol- ſhot of 

the Place where they intended to have moored her. 

ncer, who was on Board, did all he could to get her off, but to 
to 


ing ſhe might ſink, he ſet Fire CY 
which had penetrated in many Places, prevented the Carcaſſes 


round, and 


ſtruck off the Roofs of three hundred Houſes. The moſt ex- 


traordinary Thing of all was this, that the Capſtan of the Veſ- 


fel, which weighed two hundred Weight, was carried over the 


| Walls, 
z It is remarkable, that this is not ſo much as mentioned by Se- 


| eretary Burchet. I take theſe particulars from Commodore 


Benbow's Account. 
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we have received 
in our Affairs at Sea. 
the former was only occaſioned by 
e the great Number of our Enemies, which exceeded 2 
1 es. 


d The French Writers ſay, that this was one of thoſe dreadful 
Machines, ſtiled Infernals ; which the Dutch made Uſe of to deſtroy 
the Bridge over the Scheldt, when the Prince of Parma beſieged An- 
twerp, in the Year 1585. The Reader will perceive by the following 
_ Deſcription, that it was in Fact a Fire-Ship, contrived to operate when 

moored cloſe to the Town-Walls. It was a new Ship of about 300, 
or, as the Marquis de Quincy ſays, 3 50 Tun. At the Bottom of the 
Hold, were a hundred Barrels of Powder; theſe were covered with 
Pitch, Sulphur, Rofin, Tow, Straw, and Faggots; over which lay 
Beams, bored through to give Air to the Fire; and upon theſe, lay 

three hundred Carcaſſes filled with Grenadoes, Chain- Shot, Iron Bul- 

lets, Piſtals loaded, and wrapt in Linen pitched, broken Iron-Bars, 

and the Bottoms of Glaſs Bottles. There were fix Holes, or Mouths, 

to let out the Flames, which were ſo vehement, as to conſume the 

hardeſt Subſtances ; and could be checked by nothing, but the pour- 
ing in of hot Water. The French report, that the Engineer who 
contrived this Veſſel, was blown up in her; becauſe they found the 
Body of a Man, well dreſſed, upon the Shore, and in his Pocket- 
Book a Journal of the Expedition, He was, however, only a Mate 
to one of the Veſſels. 


and conſider of all poſſible Ways and Means for conſerving the 
Trade of the Nation. : * 5 
Tae Houſe of Commons, to ſhew they were in earneſt, exa- 
mined all the Admirals ftritly, particularly Sir George Rooke, 
5 h he was ſo ill as to be ſcarce able to ſpeak, and withal ſo lame 
of the Gout, that a Chair was ſet for him at the Bar of the Houſe. 
came 


gative was put on a Reſolution to cenſure the Admiral's com- 


Two Circumſtances principally 
firſt was, That it could not be made clear to the Houſe, that 
the Admirals had Information of the Bre/t Squadron's putting to 
Sea on the 11th of May, though it was evident that ſuch Advice 


» There had been an Enquiry ſet on foot, before the Council, 
as appears from the following Notice, printed in the London Ga- 
zette, October 25th, 1693. | 5 

« Whereas, a Report has been raiſed, and ſpread, by Henry Kil- 

&« legrew, Eſq; Sir Ralph Delaval, and Sir Cloudeſley Shovel, Ad- 
« mirals of their Majeſties Fleet, that the Right Honourable the 
« Lord Viſcount Falkland, one of the Lords of their Majeſties moſt 
« Honourable Privy-Council, (He was alſo at the Head of the Ad- 
* miralty) did upon reading a Paper at the Board, ſtile ſomethi 
*< that was material to their Juſtification; the Lords of the Council, 
„ having conſidered and examined into the Matter, are ſatisfied, and 

« do declare, that the Report is falſe and ſcandalous. Although upon 
« Examination, it did alſo appear, that ſomething happened, which 
might miſlead the Admirals into that Error. And it is ordered in 
Council, That this be printed in the Gazette. 
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had been given to the Privy- Council, the 2d, That the Lord 
Falkland, who was very active in this Proſecution of the Admi- 
tals, fell under the Diſpleaſure of the Houſe, for very indirect 
Practices in Relation to the Navy; which gave the more Of- 
fence, becauſe he was at that Time Firſt Commiſſioner of the 
| Admiralty. Upon the whole, Regard to Truth obliges me to 
ſay, that there was enough done in this Affair to irritate and 
inflame, and very little to calm or fatisfy the Nation; which, 
however, ought to be the End of all Parliamentary Enquiries 4. 
Bur, notwith 
were laid open in the Houſe of Commons, which reflected ex- 
tremely on the Management of the Navy. It appeared, = 

1 cularly, 


4 What Biſhop Burnet ſays on this Subject, is ſo conciſe, and at 
the ſame Time ſo ſtrong, and to the Purpoſe, that I think myſelf o- 
bliged to lay it before the Reader, for his further Information. 
The Enquiry into the Conduct at Sea, particularly with Rela- 
« tion to the Smyrna Fleet, took up much Time, and held long. 
« Great Exceptions were taken to the many Delays, by which, it 
* ſeemed 4 Train was laid, that they ſhould not get out of our 
% Ports, till the French were ready to lie in their Way and intercept 
* them. Our want of Intelligence was much complained of: The 
© Inſtructions that the Admirals who commanded the Fleet had re- 
e ceived from the Cabinet-Council, were thought ill given, and yet 
«« worſe executed. Their Orders ſcemed weakly drawn, ambiguous, 
© anddefeQtive : Nor had they ſhewed any Zeal in doing more than 
 * ſtrictly to obey ſuch Orders: they had very cautiouſly kept within 
* them, and had been very careful never to exceed them in a little. 
% They had uſed no Diligence to get certain Information concern- 
* ing the French Fleet, whether it was ſtill in Breſt or had failed out. 
« Bat in that important Matter, they had truſted general and uncer- 
| © tain Reports too eaſily. Nor had they failed far enough with 
* Rooke to ſee bim paſs Danger. To all this, their Anſwer was, 
*« that they had obſerved their Orders: They had Reaſon to think, 
« the French were ſtill in Breſt ; that therefore it was not ſafe to 
* ſail too far from the Coaſt of England, when they had, as they 
0 underſtood, Ground to believe, that they had left behind them a 
great Naval Force, which might make an Impreſſion on our Coaſt, 
when they were at too great a Diſtance from it. The getting 
certain Intelligence from Breſt, was repreſented as impracticable. 
© They had many ſpecious Things to ſay in their own Defence, and 
% many Friends to ſupport them: For it was now the Buſineſs of one 
Party to accuſe, and of another to juſtifie that Conduct, In con- 
cluſion, there was not Ground ſufficient to condemn the Admirals, 
* ON they had followed their Inſtructions: So a Vote paſſed in their 
Favyour. 


ſtanding the Admirals eſcaped, yet many Things 
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it will be to give ſome Account of the ſending Sir- 
| Francis Wheler, with his 
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of the Naval Operations of the Year 1694, 


 BerFore we ſp 


Squadron into the Mediterranean, as 
that was a Meaſure not only concerted, but executed in the 
preceding V ear; though it's being altogether independant of other 


made it not ſo proper to mention it before. The great 


Blow the Engliſh and Dutch Commerce had received there by 


the intercepting the Smyrna Fleet, and the Danger there was in 


leaving the Remains of that Fleet any longer in Spaniſb 
Harbours, engaged the Board of Admiralty to ſend their Or- 


ders for Sir Francis Hheler to proceed with a Squadron of 
twenty-five Men of War and Frigates, in Conjunction with a 


Dutch Vice- Admiral and his Squadron, to the Mediterranean, 
where he had Inſtructions to uſe his utmoſt Endeavour to pro- 


cure the ſafe Return of the Plate Fleet into Cadizꝝ; then, he was 
to leave a ſufficient Convoy for bringing Home the Ships in that 

Port to England : He was next to convoy the Turkey Ships as 
far as the Channel of Malta; then, in Conjunction with the 


Spaniſh Fleet, he was to annoy the Enemy's Trade, till he judged 


his detached Ships were about to return; and after joining them 
at the appointed Place of Rendezvous, he was to bring back 
with him all the Merchant-Ships ready to fail from any * the 

| Forts 


e Kennst, Oldmixcn, Chandler's Debates. 


Fleet in no Condition to fail; but had the Satisfaction of 
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Ports in the Streights, or from Cadiz . On the 27th of No- 
vember, in Purſuance of theſe Inſtructions, he failed, and on the 
4th of December ſent the Ships bound to Oporto thither under a 
Convoy, as two Days after he did thoſe bound for Liſbon and 
St. Des; and having by his Vigilance prevented a Deſign of 
the French to intercept Part of the Merchant-Ships under his 
Convoy, he arrived on the 19th of January in the Bay of Cadix, 
having loſt Company in his Paſſage, with only one of a hundred 
and ſixty-five Ships which ſailed with him from. England 2. So 
happy was the Beginning of an Expedition, which proved after- 
| wards fo unfortunate ! ES 
On the Admiral's arriving at Cadiz, he found the Spaniſh 


the Flota ſafely arrived bd. On the 25th of January Rear-Adm:. 
ral Nevile joined him with the Ships he had ordered to cruize off 
Cape St. Vincent, together with the detached Convoys which the 
French in vain had endeavoured to intercept. Sir Francis Wheler, 
upon this, appointed a Squadron of four Engliſh and as many 
Dutch Men of War, with a Fireſhip, under the Command of 
Vice-Admiral Hopſon, to bring home the Merchant-Ships that 


| were ready; and on the 10th of February failed with the reſt of 


the Squadron to execute the remaining Part of his Inſtructions. 
On the 17th of the ſame Month, being off che Bay of Gibraltar, 
and having been driven out of the Streights-Mouth, he met with 
2 Storm, which increaſed till the 19th in the Morning, when the 
Admiral ſeeing the Gut, ſtood away for it, and made a proper Sig- 


nal to the of the Fleet, and was followed by Vice-Admiral 


Callemberg, who firſt ſaw his Signal, and other Ships. But — 
having the Bay of Gibraltar open, and in all Probability miſtak- 
ing it for the Streigbts-MMouth, put in there, which occaſioned 
their unhappy Misfortune; for, it being a Lee-ſhore, foul Ground, 
and their Sails flying into the Air, they were forced to let go their 
Anchors, of which many were loſt, moſt of their Cables ſpoiled, 


f Theſe Inſtructions may be found at large in Burchet's Memoirs, 
p. 201. and are indiſputably thoſe given to the Admiral. But the 
French publiſhed abundance of ftrange Stories about Sir Francis 
Wheler's Commiſſion ; ſuch as that he intended to bombard Genoa, 
in order to force that Republic to comply with the Demands of the 
King of Spain; that he bad Views on the Pope's Territories, and 
whatever elſe they thought might prove a Means of incenſing the 
Italian Princes. s See the preſent State of Europe for January, 
1694.  Burchet's Memoirs, p. 206. | 
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and ſeveral of the Ships run on Shore l. In the mean Time, The 
Suſſex, on board which the Admiral was, foundered at Sea, and 
himſelf, with all his Crew, to the Number of five hundred and 
fifty were loſt, only two Turks eſcaping. The Admiral's Body 
was ſoon after found on a Sand-Bank in his Shirt and Slippers, it 
was from thence gueſſed, that ſeeing the Ship about to fink, he 
intended to have thrown himſelf into the Sea, and attempted to 
fave himſelf by ſwimming *. The whole Squadron ſuffered ex- 
tremely, and were obliged to remain by contrary Winds, a long 
Time at Gibraltar, and at length, in the Beginning of May, 
failed for Cadiz l. In the mean Time Vice-Admiral Hopſon, in 
Purſuance of the Orders before-mentioned, failed with the home- 
ward-bound Ships, and arrived ſafely off the Lizard on the 5th 
of il, 1694 *. 

We 3 obſerved, one of the fitſt Steps taken by King 
William after his Return from Flanders, and hearing of the un- 
fortunate Aﬀair of the Smyrna Fleet, was, the appointing Ed- 
ward Ruſſel, Eſq; Admiral and Commander in Chief of the 
Fleet which ſhould put to Sea the next Spring. As a further Teſ- 
timony of his Majeſty's Confidence in that great Man, he direct- 
ed a new Commiſſion of Admiralty, wherein Edward Rufſel, 
Eſq; Sir John Lowther, Henry Pri:ftman, Eſq; Robert Auſten, 
 Efq; Sir Robert Rich, Sir George Rooke, and Sir George Hubland; 
were included ". The Command of the Fleet being thus provid- 


1 The Particulars of this Misfortune may be ſeen in the following 


7 | L1sT. Men 
Cambridge, a Ship of 70 Guns, ran aſhore about four in the) 
Morning, and loſt | [ 1 
The Lumley Caſtle loſt 5 130 
The Serpent Bomb - Veſſel, foundred 15 
The William Ketch, ran aſhore 15 
The Mary Ketch, foundred 148 
The Great George, a Turkey Ship, loſt 1 
The Aleppo Factor, loſt | EO, 3 
The Golden Frigat, of Venice, loſt | 8 
The Berkſhire, a Turkey Ship 15 
The Indian- Merchant, a Turkey Ship "I 
The William, for Leghorn, loſt I 
409 


* We have ſeveral Accounts of this in the Gazettes; and his Body 
was afterwards embalmed and ſent into England. | Burchet, Ken- 
net. n State of Europe, Pointer's Chronological Hiſtory, Life 
7 King William. a See the preſent State of Europe, for May, 
1694. 


Of King WILLIAM In. 91 
ed for, che next Thing was, to fix on ſuch Deſigns 
per for retrieving the ory of the Fglle Arms, and bloting out 
the Memory of the unfortunate Accidents that had 
ed. Io the firſt Place it was reſolved, that a Deſcent ſhould be 
*— — in order to effect what had been long 
e ' Fort on a certain Promontory near 

2 2 have commanded that Haven, and have en- 
 tirely prevented the aſſembling, as the French were wont to do, 
their grand Fleets there . It was. alſo judged requiſite to ſend a 
into . as well to ſuccour the 
of Spain, whoſe Affairs were much diſtreſſed by the French Na- 
val Power, as to prevent the Toulon Squadron from coming into 
| the Ocean, and hindering the French thereby from making any 

Figure this Year at Sea ?. In order to accompliſh theſe Schemes, 
all imaginable Pains were taken both. in England and Holland to 


fit out a more numerous Fleet, and to fend k cniticr to fas, than 
in any Year ſince the War began. 


On the uſt of May Admiral Ruſſe! joined the Fleet at St. H- 
lens, which conſiſted of fifty-two. Engliſh, and forty-one Dutch 
Ships of the Line, beſides Frigates, Fire- ſhips, and other ſmaller 
Vell. On the 3d the Adrdiral failed with the grand Fleet leav- 
ing Sir Cloudeſly Shovel with à ſtrong Squadron at Portſmouth, in 
order to embark the Land Forces. On the gth, being fifteen 
Leagues S. 8. W. of the Lizard, the Admiral was informed by 
the Captain of a Swediſh Ship, that there lay in Bertaume-Bay, 
a Fleet of French Merchant-Men, bound to the Eaſtward, upon 
which he immediately detached Captain Pritchard, in the Mon- 
mouth, together with The Reſolution and The Roebuck Fire-ſhip, 
with Orders either to take or deſtroy them. Accordingly on the 
oth, as ſoon as it was Light, they made the French Shore about 
ſeven Miles from the Fleet, and by five o' Clock they faw ſeveral 
Ships behind a Point of Land near Cunguet-Bay, which, upon 
a Signal given from one of their Scouts, immediately .looſed fail. 
In the mean Time, Captain Pritchard purſued the of War 
that was their Convoy, and forced her to hale in with the Shore, 
and run a the Rocks under the outermoſt Caſtle; and this 
Man of ar proved to be The Jer ſey Frigate, which the Enemy 
"as pa ky os us in the Miſt Indies, and which ſoon after blew 
up, and with her two Sloops of between ten and fixteen Guns. 
The 9 were in all about ä — of which 


14 


»Hiſtoire Militaire, P. Daniel, Memoires du Temps, Burnet's Hiſto- 
xy of his own Times, Vol. ii. p. 129. 130. ? Burchet, Kennet, 
. Cn. Life of King — | ; 

OL, > 
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thirty-five were burnt or ſunk, five in Whiteſand-Bdy, 
four on the South Side of the Point of the Bay, and fix on the 


South Side of Conguet, their Lading generally Salt, Wine, and 
Brandy. Some few Days after, cx Ships took and deſtroy- 
ed ſeventeen French — with Corn ard and other Proviſions. 
Tas Admiral returned back to St. Helens by that Time 


bed judged that Sir Cloudeſly Shovel could have executed the Orders 


he had left with him ; and the Land-Forces embarked, and 
oy OO he failed with the whole Fleet on the 29th of 
May, having before given the neceſſary Directions for the ſepa- 
rating, at a proper Station, of the Squadron that was intended for 
the Bref Expedition, and which was commanded by the Lord 
ag On the 31ſt, at nine in the M a Council of 
War was held on Board the Britannia, at which were preſent 
the following Perſons, viz. Edward Ruſſel, Eſq; Admiral of 
the Fleet, the Lord Berkley Admiral of the Blue, Sir Cloudeſty 
Shovel, Vice-Admiral of the Red, Colonel Aylmer, Vice-Admi- 
ral of the Blue, Colonel Mitchel, Rear- Admiral of the Red, 
the Marquiſs of Carmarthen, Rear-Admiral of the Blue, Cap- 
tain Bing eldeſt Captain to the Admiral, Lieutenant-General 
Talmaſb, Earl of Macclesfield, the Lord Cutts, Sir Martin Beck- 
man, Admiral Allemonde, Admiral of the Dutch, Vice-Admiral 
Vander- Putten, —— „Vice-Admiral Vander-Goes, 
Rear-Admiral Evert 13 — i in which it was 
reſolved, that the Fleet deſigned for Breſt, ſhould immediately 
proceed to Camaret-Bay, and ſhould land the Forces on Board 
under the Direction of General Talmaſh, and the ne- 
ceſſary 2 — to Lord Berkley, and the Officers 
that were to command under him *. 

On the 5th of June the Lord Berkley parted with his Squadron 
from the grand Fleet, having with him twenty-nine Engin 
Dutch Men of War of the Line, beſides ſmall Frigates, Fire-ſhi 
Machines, Tenders, Well-Boats, and five Bomb-Ketches. 
the 6th, a Council of War was held, in which the proper Mea- 
ſures were taken for landing the Forces; and it was agreed, that 
Lord Cutts ſhould command fix hundred Genen, and Lieute- 
nant-General Talmaſb, in Perſon, the Troops that were to ſup- 
port them. On the 22 an Anchor between 
Camaret-Bay and the of Bertaume, the French playing upon 
them with ads from * Batteries. The Marquiſs of Caer- 


marthen demanded Leave of Lord *. the Admiral, to go in- 
to 


n v Preſent State of Europe. Journal of the Breſt Expedition, 
by the Marquis of Caermarthen, London, 1694, 4to. p. 5. tes 
theſe Inſtructions in Burchet s Memoirs, p. 215. I 


c 


Po 


that might have been 
not find it already ſet down in any of our Hiſtorians, I think my- 
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to Camaret-Bay, in order to obſerve the Situation of the Forts, 
and the Poſture of the Enemy. On his Return, and making a 
the Admiral ordered two Gun Ships to go in and 
cover the Boats while they were landing: to which the Marquis 
objecting that it was too ſmall a Force, a Council of War was 


called on the 8th, in which it was reſolved to ſend in three Eng- 


liſh, and as many Dutch Frigates, beſides the two Men of War 
before mentioned. One of them, however, The Richmond, de- 
ſerted the Service, and the Marquiſs of Carmarthen carried in the 
other five, and poſted them in _— 1 
a neceſſary, was a dangerous Service; ſince at their goi 

a F675 Bed, 6 ane Pics of wht rk 
through her Poop, and two Decks more, and came out again 
ee 
in the Gun Room, killing three Marines, and one of them by 
the Side of the Marquiſs. So ſoon as The Monk got into the Pay, 


and came up with the Weftern-Point, Camaret- Fort fired upon her 


very warmly, and when the reſt of the Ships were properly poſted, 


| they wereſurprized to find themſelves played upon from three Bat- 
| teries, not one of which was diſcerned till they felt the Shot from it. 


Theſe military Compliments they returned with great Spirit, and 

by keeping a briſk and continual Fire, covered the Troops in their 

Landing, which was not, however 'd with that lari 
Fk Reaſon of this five 10 


ſelf obliged to give, as I have had it from the Mouths of many who 
in that warm Service. The French had been fo 


were 
well informed of our Deſign, and ſuch ſtrange Delays had been 


made in embarking the Forces, that when our Fleet came upon 
the Coaſt, they found the French every-where covered by im- 
1 Entrenchments, and ſupported by a Body of regular 
roops, more numerous than the Forces intended for this De- 
ſcent. This was repreſented to Lieutenant-General Talmaſb in 
the Council of War, and he was adviſed not to expoſe himſelf or 
his Men: to which he anſwered, This Advice comes too late: 
« the Honour of the Engliſb Nation is at Stake, and therefore I 
« muſt and will land. I know that I ſacrifice myſelf and the 
Menz but it is neceſſary and muſt be done, that both our E- 
«© nemies and Allies may know, that even deſperate Undertak- 
« ings cannot daunt Engliſh Courage . He embarked ge: 


ee the Marquiſs of Caermarthen's Account, p, 21. Burchers - 

Memoirs, p. 222. Life of King William. This Scheme, as 

I have been informed, was firſt | by a Land Officer to = 
| 2 i ar 
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the ſmall Veſſels with about eight hundred Men, and landed as 
| of them as he could ; but to very little Purpoſe, for many of 
the Well-Boats ſticking, all that were in them were either killed 
or 2 before they could get to the Shore; and thoſe that 
did land. were very ſoon driven back to their Boats, and with 
much Difficulty carried off again. Amongſt the wounded was 
Lieutenant- General Talmaſh kimſcl, who received a Shot in his 
Thigh, of which he ſoon after died“. The Marquiſs of Caer- 
marthen, afterwards Duke of Leeds, whoſe Courage no Man ever 
called in Queſtion, tells us on this Occaſion, that if the Engliſb 
had had double the Forcc, they would have found the Attempt 
impracticable. When the Men on Board the Ships ſaw a few 
Boats come off, and the whole Aﬀair over, they began to be out 
of Heart, and the Marquiſs had much ado to bring them out of 
the Bay. The Monk had not either a Yard or Sail, but was tow- 
ed off; the reſt of the Veſſels were alſo bro ht a with great 
Difficulty, except a Dutch Frigate called The Teejep, of thirty 
Guns, which had twelve Foot Water in her Hold, all her Men 
being killed except eight, and of half an Englifb Company that 
was accidentall on Board her, only an Enſign, a Drummer, 
— ſo ſhe was left behind. A Council 
of War being called in the Evening, it was reſolved therein to re- 
turn to Spithead. The Loſs upon this Occaſion was computed at 
ſeven hundred of the Land Forces killed, wounded, and taken, 
and about four hundred on Board the Ships 
: | THE 
Earl of N 


** Vears before ; and Hints of it having 
been given to „re 2 ſpare no Coſt or Pains, in 
order to prevent a Scheme taking Effect; which they knew 
would havedeprived them of the beſt Port they have i in this Part of 
the World. 
- » Both the Marquis de Quincy and Father Daniel ä the 
Bravery of ſome French Officers | who, they fay, attacked and routed 
the Engliſh Troops that were landed; and this with ſo ſmall a Force 
as 120 Men, ſupported, however, by a Regiment of Dragoons. The 
| Glory of this will be ſufficiently dimmiſhed, when it is known, that 
not above 300 did land; that many of cheſe were wounded in getting 
aſhore, and were ſo much expoſed to the Enemy's Artillery, Oy 
never could be formed into any tolerable Order... 
* The Marquiſs of Caermarthen, in his Account, does great Ju- 
ſtice to all the Officers employed in this Expedition. He . parti- 
cularly Page 46. My Lord Berkley, during all this Expedition, has 
had a great deal of unuſual Trouble, by Reafon of the Imbarka- 
* tions of the Soldiers ; notwithſtanding which, both by his Advice 
_ * at Councils of War, and iſſuing of Orders, nnn 
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Taz Marquiſs de Quincy, who is the moſt exact and moſt 
moderate of the French Writers, informs us, that at the Time 
this Attempt was made, M. de Vauban had taken Care to put 
the Town of Breſt into an excellent State of Defence. It was 
ſurrounded with ſtrong Walls, Ramparts, | and deep 
Ditches cut in the Rock, with Baſtions and Half- Moons at pro- 
per Diſtances. He had ercfted a new Battery of ſixteen Pieces of 
Cannon and fix Mcrtars on the Baſtion of the Town, neareſt the 
Caſtle, between it and the grand Battery, with ſeveral ſmaller 
I Batteries in other Places. He had likewiſe taken Care to render 

all the Vaults in the Caſtle Bomb-Proof, and had made the beſt 
Diſpoſition poſſible of ninety Mortars and three hundred Pieces of 
Cannon. As for the Veſſels in the Port, they were placed out of 
the Reach even of Bombs; and with Reſpect to Men, he had 
fourteen hundred SPE three thouſand Gentlemen, who 
ſerved as Voluntiers, and of Troops four thouſand Foot, 
and a Regiment of Dragoons . General Talmaſt's landing there- 
fore with eight hundred Men, might well be called a Sacrifice, 
and half of theſe could never be got on Shore; we muſt, there- 

fore, admit, that when the Marquiſs ſays four hundred were killed, 
five hundred forty-eight Soldiers and forty Officers made Priſoners, 
he carries the Thing a little too far; and yet Father Daniel, and 
ſome other Writers, carry it as far: ra indeed moſt of them 
agree in computing our whole Loſs at two thouſand. As to what 
A of Ships being ſunk, and hundreds of Men drowned in the 
Retreat, they are mere Ornaments neceſſary to a French Detail, 
as their having but forty- five Men killed in this Action, is another 
Stroke of the Marvellous, which every Reader, perhaps, may 

not de in the Humour to credit . - 

F 3 AFTER 


« done very methodically, hath behaved himſelf in my Opinion, with 
all the Conduct and Prudence that could be expected from a Gen- 
« tleman in his Station. 

* Lieutenant-General Talmaſh, the Earl of Macclesfield, my 
Lord Cutts, and all the Officers of the Land- Forces, I think, have 
„ ſhewn all the Forwardneſs and Readineſs imaginable for the at- 
« tempting any thing that was poſſible to be done on this Occaſion. 
« There are no Officers of Note, that I can yet hear of, killed in 
* this Action, but Monſieur Lamote; and Lieutenant General Tal- 
% maſh died the Tueſday following, of the Wound he received in his 
„Thigh. But there are ſeveral Captains, &c. who are either killed, 
or taken, whoſe Names I am as yet ignorant of.” 

_ Y Hiſtoire Militaire, Tom. iii. p. 77, 78, 79. Journal Hiſto- 


3 « 177, 178, par P. Daniel. 


„ 


General pr 


of Fune, 1 


upon the Town of Diep, and continued without ceaſing till 
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AFTER this unlucky Attempt, the poor wounded Licutenant- 


opoſed, that a ſmall Squadron of Frigates and Bomb- 
Veſſels might be ſent into the Harbour of Breff, to bombard that 
Town ; but this was judged to be both a raſh, and, as Things 
ſtood, an impraQticable Undertaking, and therefore Lord Berkley 
failed immediately for our own Coaſts, and arrived on the 15th 
at St. Helens. There they found the Queen's 
Orders to call a Council of War, to conſider how the Ships and 
Troops might be beſt employed. After ſeveral Conſultations it 
was reſolved to keep no more than four Regiments on Board, and 
to make ſome Attempts on the Coaſt of Normandy. Advice of 
this being ſent to Court, and an Anſwer being returned on the 
27th of June, it was reſolved in another Council of War, fult 
to bombard the Town of Diep, and then to proceed along the 
French Coaſt, and do what Prejudice they could. In Purſuance 
of this Reſolution they came before that Place, but were forced to 
Sea by a Storm, and afterwards anchored off Dungeneſs, from 
whence they failed on the 5th of July, and arrived once more in 


Di Road on the 8th. The next Day they intended to have 


bombarded the Place, but were prevented by foul Weather for 
ſeveral Days. . 


On the 12th they began about nine in the Morning to play 


about nine at Night. About eleven they ſent in one of their 
Machines, with an Intent to burn the Pier; but ſeveral Veſſels 
full of Stones being ſunk before it, rendered that ineffec- 


tual, fo that, except aſhoniſhing the 'Town by the mighty Noiſe, 


it did little Miſchief ®. Captain Dunbar, a Scots Gentleman, 
who commanded it, acquired immortal Honour on this Occa- 
ſion ; for the Train not taking Effect as was expected, he went 
on Board again, and finding the Fuzee out, ſet Fire to it a ſe- 
cond Time, for which he and thoſe who went with him were 


dieſervedly rewarded ©. They continued the Bombardment af- 


terwards till Day-light, and the Streets being narrow, the Houſes 


old, and moſt of them built of Timber, the Town was on Fire | 
in twenty Places at once, fo that the far greater Part of it was 


conſumed to Aſhes . Ihe French Court did all they could to 
* Burchet's Memoirs, p. 225. State of Europe, Kennet, Burnet, 
Oldmixon, &c. d Kennet, Burchet, Burnet, Oldmixon. < Bur- 
chet's Naval Hiſtory, p. 50. ln the Dates I generally follow 
the French Writers reducing the New. Stile to the Old, becauſe they 
are uſually more exact than our own, Father Daniel owns the total 
Deſtruction of Diep ; but ſays, it was immediately built up again 
a : at 
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ſtiſle the Report of this, at leaſt at Paris; but the Place was 
rr 
deavouring to le they really ir e's Appre- 
henſion, and all os he of the Sea-Coaſts would have 
abandoned their Towns and Villages, if Forces had not been ſent 
to reſtrain them. 

Ax rz the Bombardment of Diep, the Engliſh Squadron 
failed along the Coaſt, and obliged the French to march Night 


and Day in order to prevent the debarking any Troops; which, 
however, was a Thing the Engliþ Admiral never intended. 


On the 15th, about Noon, Lord Berkley arrived at Havre de 
Grace, and about four o'Clock he began to bombard it. On 


: the Bombs ; 


the Wind being favour- 
able, the ſmall Craft and Bomb-Veſlels were ſent in, and con- 
tinued bombarding the Place the whole Night, by which a third 
Part of the Town was burnt down, a great Part of the Wall 
demoliſhed, and abundance of People killed 8. All this, how- 
ever, could not be performed without Loſs ; many cf the Mor- 
tars melted, — - aaa” 


at the Expence of the French King. If ſo, the Inhabitants muſt be 
daily put in Mind of the Engliſh Maritime Power, by this very Im- 
provement of their Town. * See ſeveral Letters printed in the 
preſent State of Europe, for the Month of July, 1694 ; and the Fact 
15 confirmed by the French Accounts. * Burchet, Kennet, Quincy, 
Daniel, &. 3 The Marquis de Quincy aſſerts poſitively, that 
there were not above twenty Houſes burnt in the Town ; but then 
he admits, that not only the Inhabitants, but a vaſt Number of Sol- 
diers, who were ſent thither on purpoſe, laboured exceflively in put- 
ting out the Fires wherever the Bombs fell; which muſt have been 
attended with great Loſs of Men and other Inconveniencies. But [ 
muſt confeſs, I ſee no juſt Cauſe why a Medal ſhould have been 
ſtruck, on the Bombarding of this Place, rather than Diep. Yet 
ſuch a one there was; having on one Side, the King's Head in Pro- 
file, with theſe Words, Gulielmus Magnus Invictiſſimus; on the Re- 
verſe, was, Perillus's Bull, with this Inſcription, Suis perit Ignibus 
Auctor: Alluding to the French King's having begun this barbarous 
kind of War, by burning the Palatinate, and bombarding Genoa. In 
the Exergue, Portus Gratiz, exuſtus, et verſus Bombardis Anglo- Ba- 
tavis. 1694. I. B. F. 
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of the ſmall Craft ſo ſhattered, that it was thought convenient to 
retire. But even in doing this, Care was taken to give the French 
infinite Diſquiet, for appearing before La Hogue, the French 
Forces were drawn that Way, but our n was in no 
Condition to undertake any Thing, and therefore, after alarming 
the Enemy as much as poſſible, Lord Berkley returned to St. 
Helens on the 26th of July, 1694, in order to refit “. LY 
Tux Court was very deſirous that ſomething ſhould be un- 
dertaken againſt Dunkirk, and to that Purpoſe ſeveral Expreſſes 
were diſpatched to the Fleet; but upon a nice Examination of 
the ſeveral Propoſals made by the and Pilots, they 
were all of Opinion, that the was too far advanced, and 
that nothing could be undertaken with any Probability of Suc- 
ceſs. A was then ſent of Calais, which came from the 
King in Flanders ; but the Scheme of bombarding that Place was 
_ d impracticable by a Council of War, which was 

chiefly owing to the Diffidence of the Pilots . On the 27th of 
Auguſt Lord Berkley returned to London, and the Command of 

the which conſiſted now only of Ho ary ſmall Ships, 
devolved on Sir Cloudeſley Shovel, whoſe ions were expreſs 
to undertake ſomething againſt Dunkirk at all Events. Mr. 
Meefters, who was the Inventor and Manager of the Machines 
called Infernals, was at this Time in Flanders, endeavouring to 
collect Pilots able to carry the Squadron into the Harbour of 
Dunkirk, or at leaſt ſo far into the Road, as might enable 
them to deſtroy the Enemy's Ships. Sir Cloudeſiey failed to the 
Downs in the Beginning of September, and on the 7th was joined 
by Mr. Meefters, with twenty-ſix Dutch Pilots, when Captain 
Benbow was appointed to command the ſmall Ships, ard to fol- 
low the Directions of Mr. Mlegſters, whoſe Pilots did not perform 
what was expected from them *. On the 12th, however, Sir 
Cloudefley Shovel appeared before the Town of Dunkirk, with 
thirteen Engliſh, and fix Dutch Men of War, two Bomb-Veſ- 
ſels, ſeventeen Machines, and other ſmall Craft. In the Even- 
ing Captain Benbow went in, and ſounded the Weſtern Chan- 


nel, 


Þ Kennet, Burnet, Oldmixon. i Burchet's Memoirs, . 227. 
* This Ignorance, Cowardice, or Wilfulneſs of the Pilot, ſeems to 

have been the chief Cauſe of this Miſcarriage ; and whoever con- 
ſiders attentively, what has been written upon this Subject, by ſuch 
as are beſt acquainted with Maritime Affairs, will be of my Opinion; 
that Seamen, above all others, are leaſt inclined to Expeditions of this 


Sort. And, as ſuch E itions can only be executed by Seamen, 
it may well be ſuppoſed, that this is the great Reaſon, why they fo 
ſeldom ſucceed. 


—_ OT. O_o 


nel, between the Brake and the Main, notwithſtandi 


that the Spri 


| Queſtion, good Grounds for what he delivered, that the Ex- 
pence to which the Nation was put by theſe Bombardments, was 
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a prodi 
ious Fire from the Ships and the Citadel. The cos Liv 2 he 

and ſmall Veſſels were ſent in again with The Charles Gal- 
ley, two Bomb-Veſſels, and ſome of the Machines. In the 
Afternoon two of the Machines were ſent in. The -firſt took 


Fire before ſhe was near enough to do Execution : whether it 
was that the Cannon of the Place ſet Fire to it, as ſome of the 
French Writers ſay, or that thoſe on Board it finding it im- 

poſſible _ to bring it nearer, or to get it off, were obliged 


let it 

boldly, and advanced very near the Mole-Head ; but the 
Tide ſet her on one Side, ſo that ſhe drove a Cable's 
and then blew up '. It was found, that the French had, accord- 
ing to Cuſtom, early Intelligence, and by driving Piles before the 
Pier-Head, and by finking Ships on the back of the Weſtermoſt 


Pier, had ſecured themſelves againſt all Attempts of this Na- 


ture: Sir Cloudeſiey Shovel being informed of this, and knowing 


ing- Lides were over, failed away for Calais, and on 
the 17th ſent the Bomb -Veſſels in, and threw ſo many Shells in- 


to the Town, that about forty Houſes were ruined ; but the 


Wind blowing hard that Night, and a great Swell of Sea hap- 
pening, the Admiral was forced to bear away, and the Storm 
continuing two Days, he thought it not convenient to ſtay any 
longer, but returned with his whole Squadron into the Downs 3 
from whence the Bomb-Veſlels and Machines were ſent into the 
River Thames n. „ 


Ir was the Opinion of Secretary Burchet, who had, without 


more than equivalent to what the Enemy ſuffered by them a. It 
is certain, that all the Sea-faring Part of the World diſapproved 
this Manner of carrying on the War at that Time; and that all 
the Writers, who have touched upon this Subject, have been car- 
ried away by the Stream of their Authority; which, however, 


has not the ſame Effect on me. In the firſt Place, I think the 


Manner in which the French had carried on the War in Germany, 


their bombarding the City of Genoa; but above all their pyrati- 


cally lying in wait for, and plundering our Smyrna Fleet, and 
their purſuing and bombarding the Remains of it in the Ports of 


Spain, fully juſtified this Manner of proceeding. I muſt next 


obſerve, 


| Hiſtoire Militaire, Tom. iii. p. 84, 85. Journal Hiſtorique de 
Louis xiv. p. 197. un Kennet, Burnet, Oldmixon, Life of King 
William, &c. » Naval Memoirs, p. 234. 


there. The other, which was the biggeſt, went 
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obſerve, that, if we conſider the Expence the King of France 
muſt have been at in providing for the Security of Breſt, and 
the \Inconveniences that muſt have attended the ſending M. Yau- 
ban that Way with 12,000 regular Troops, the is do 
Beauvron with a great Detachment to Diep, Marſhal de Choi ſeuil 
to Havre de Grace, the Duke of Maine, Count Tolouſe, and 
Marſhal Villeroy, with the greateſt Part of the Army in Flanders, 
to Dunkirk »: I ſay, take all theſe together, and it will appear 
the French ſuffered abundantly more than we. But then, third- 
Wo this Meaſure was abſolutely neceſſary : The French ſtiled 
ves, Lords of both Seas, that is the Ocean and the Medi- 
terranean ; Their were full of the Triumphs of their 


Maritime Force, and therefore the bombarding their Ports was a 


fit Thing to convince all Europe of the Emptineſs of their Bra- 
vadoes. It ſatisfied the Engliſh Nation; raiſed the drooping Spi- 
rits of the People; gave Pleaſure to the Merchants whoſe Veſ- 
ſels had been plundered by the French Privateers, and was there- 
fore a great and glorious Meaſure, whatever has been faid againſt 


— | 
Wir are now to turn our Eyes towards the Mediterranean, 
- whither Admiral Ruſſel failed with the grand Fleet, as we have 
before obſerved, on the 6th of June, 1694. He arrived on the 
25th off the Rock of Liſbon, and thence ſent Orders to Rear- 
Admiral Neville, who, as we before obferved, commanded the 
Squadron which protected the Engliſb Merchant-ſhips at Cadiz, 
to join him, which he did with the Dutch Vice- Admirals, Cal- 
lemberg and Evertſen, with ſixteen Ships of the Line, which in- 
creaſed the Number of thoſe in the Fleet to fixty-three. The 
Admiral then reſolved to ſteer immediately for Barcelona, in or- 
der to fave that City, and the Province of Catalonia, from fal- 
ling into the Hands of the French, who at that Time had a nu- 
merous Army, and a great Naval Force under the Command of 
M. Towrville, before, or at leaſt very near the Place . This 
ſhews the Wiſdom of the Adminiſtration in ſending fo great a 
| Fleet into thoſe Seas; for, without ſuch Aſſiſtance, the Spa- 
 miards muſt have been undone, or forced to make a ſeparate 
Peace, and the French would have continued boaſting and va- 
- | pouring, 
I take the whole of this Aflair from the French Hiftorians. 
The Marquis de Quincy tells us, that Admiral Ruſſel came into 
the Mediterranean very lackily for the Preſervation of Barcelona, be- 
fore which Port he appeared on the laſt of July, with a Fleet of 
136 Sail, of which 88 were of the Line of Battel; and M. Tour- 
ville not being in a Condition to look ſuch a Fleet in the Face, retired, 
aurſuant to his Orders, into the Harbour of Toulon. Hiſtoire Mi- 
ire, Tom. iii. p. 86. | 85 
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4 as had lately done, of their mighty maritime 
— 3 AX 2 of he Br 
„ that the Engliþ were not able to look them in the Face: 
But an End was now put to theſe Bravadoes, by the Admiral's 


— Leave from the Dutch and Spaniards, who were at 
War with thoſe States, that ſome Algerine Men of War might 
have Leave to come and take a View of the Fleet ; which they 
did accordingly, and retired very well fatisfied 2. On the other 
Hand, the French Admiral had no ſooner Intelligence of the Ap- 
proach of our Fleet, than he retired precipitately from before 
Barcelona, and ſoon after ſhut himſelf up in the Port of Toulon, 
which put it out of Diſpute, that the Maritime Powers were 
now able to give Law to France in all Parts of the World". 
The Siege of Barcelona too was raiſed to the infinite Joy of the 
King of Spain, who teſtified his Gratitude for this ſignal Aſſiſt- 
ance, in the warmeſt and moſt public Manner poffible. 
Ou Admiral, indeed, found the Spaniſh Affairs in the moſt 
diſtreſſed Condition imaginable. Their Armada conſiſted but of 
ten Ships, and of the'e four only were of the Line of Battel ; the 
reſt of ſmall Force, and ſo rotten, that they could ſcarce endure 
the firing of their own Guns. The Army in Catalonia was in a 
ſill work. Condition; it conſiſted but of gooo Men, without 
Cloaths, without Pay, without Proviſions, without Artillery, and 
without Tents. Towns on the Sea-Coaft were fo meanly 
fortified, that on the Approach of a French Squadron, the Peo- 
ple had no other Way to ſecure themſelves, but by Flight. 
Admiral Ru ſſel ſtated all this in a Letter to the King, and at the 
fame Time offered the Viceroy of Catalonia to do all that was 
in his Power for his Affiſtance; which, however, was not much, 
for on the one Hand the Demands made by the Viceroy were 
exceſſively unreaſonable, and what the Admiral was able to do 
could not much benefit him ; which was the Reaſon that, toge- 
ther with an Apprehenſion of Proviſions growing ſhort, induced 
the Admiral to deſire the Fleet might return home; for which, 
when he had made all the neceſſary Preparations, and was on the 
very Point of quitting the Spaniſh Coaſt, he received an Order 
under his Majeſty's Signet and Sign Manual, directing him to 
winter at Cadiz. This embarafſed him extremely, and the ra- 
ther, becauſe no Care was taken to ſend Commiſſioners for Vic- 


94 Burchet's Memoirs, p. 239. where we are told, that, notwith- 
ſtanding the Precautions taken by Admiral Ruſſel, one of the Alge- 
rine Frigates was ſoon after ſeized in his Sight, by a Dutch Man of 
War, though ſhe was preſently rel. aſed upon his Application. Hil- 
toire Militaire, tom. iii. p. 86. P. Daniel, Kennet, Burnet, &c. 
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tualing, ſo that this fell entirely upon the Admiral, and was ne 
ſmall Addition to the Load of Cares with which he was already 
. Yet conſidering the 1 of 4 Service, the 
to which the Men would be 141 
nagement in chis Affair, and how far the * Enxgliſb 
Nation was at Stake, he applied himſelf to this new Employ- 
ment with ſuch Diligence, that never Men were better furniſhed 
with Proviſions and Wine; and this too was managed with fo 
great Oeconomy, that notwithſtanding the = Difference 
between obtaining Proviſions for a great Fleet, and ſingle Ships, 
the former was victualled at as ſmall an Expence to the Pub- 
as the latter, and in many Circumſtances at a much —_ 
3 nor did the Admiral, when he found it neceſſary, make 

any Scruple of engaging his perſonal Credit and private Eftate, 
for the Service of his Country. 

WHILE the Fleet continued before Alicant, the Admiral diſ- 
patched a Squ of ten Sail under the Command of Rear- 
Admiral Neville, with Orders to cruize between the Iſlands and 
the Barbary Coaſt, as well to intercept any French Veſſels that 
might paſs that Way, as to procure Wood and other Neceſſaries 
for the Fleet. Soon after this, the Admiral ill of a Fe- 
ver and a Bloody-Flux, he devolved the Care the Fleet on 
Vice-Admiral . with Orders to join Rear-Admiral Neville, 
and in Caſe he had any News of the French Fleet's being come 
out of Toulon, to fail in Queſt of them without Delay; but if 
not, to return to Alicant, which he did on the 1cth Septem- 
| ber. The Admiral, though in a very weak State of Health, 

went very ſoon on Board, "and reſumed the Command of the 
Fleet, with which he proceeded to Cadiz, where he arrived on 
the 8th of November, 1694, and took all the neceſſary Precau- 
tions to prevent the French from paſſing the Streights, without 
receiving proper Notice of their Motions. While he continued 
there, the Spaniards ſent him frequent Advices of the French 
Fleet's being Oy to * Toulon ; 3 — however, he did not 


much 
= Burchet's Memoirs, p. 241. Kennet, Barnet, Oldmixon, Life 
of King William, &c. t See the ſubſequent Memoirs of the 


| Earl of Orford, where it will appear, that notwithſtanding all his 

| Pains and Application, he was moſt cruelly and ſcandalouſly tra- 
duced on this Account, as if he had procured the wintering of the 
Fleet in the Mediterranean, purely to enrich himſelf by the Manage- 
ment of their Victualing; whereas, that Meaſure was not only con- 
_ certed without, but againſt his Advice, and the Government ſaved a 
— Sum of Money by his frugal Conduct in the other Particu- 
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much regard, as having ſurer Accounts of his own *. It is 
true, the French Fleet was kept clean and well rigged during the 
Winter, with Defign to have Reſet it round to Breſt ; but the 


Advices had of Admiral Rufſe's Force and Diligence, had 
ſuch an Effect on the Mind of M. Tourville, that he could not 
be prevailed to riſk the Ships under his Command, in fo dange- 
rous a Paſſage. His Catholic Majeſty was all this Time ſoliciting 
our Admiral to undertake Impoſſi 


five, then ſeven thouſand Men, from Genoa, on Board his Men 
of War, tl he knew them to be foul by their being fo 
long at Sea, and but indifferently provided with ViRtuals ; 
which, the Admiral refuſed, yet he did it with great 
in ſupport of his own Conduct; adding, 
home to demand amongſt other Supplies, a reaſonable Number 
of Land-Forces: And in this Manner, the Remainder of the 
Year was ſpun out *. 
Tr is now requiſite to take Notice of what was done at Home, 
in Relation to Naval Affairs; and in the firſt Place I muſt ob- 
ſerve, that the King, on his Return from Flanders, under the 
Eſcort of a ſmall Squadron, commanded by the Marquiſs of Caer- 
marthen, called the Parliament together on the 12th of Novem- 
ber, and opened the Seſſions with a 8 which began thus. 
„I am glad to meet you here, when I can ſay our Affairs are 
4 in a better Poſture, both by Sea and Land, than when we 
“ parted laſt. The Enemy has not been in a Condition to op- 
<< poſe our Fleet in theſe Seas; and our ſending ſo great a Force 
« into the Mediterranean, has diſappointed their Deſigns, and 
ec Jeaves us a Proſpect of further .” He recommended 
to them at the ſame Time, early and effectual Supplies, and the 
paſſing ſome good Law for the Encouragement of Seamen. 
The Commons received theſe Propoſitions very chearfully, and 
having examined the Eſtimates that were laid before them for the 
next Year, voted a Supply of 2,382,712 4. for the Navy, which 
ſufficiently ſhewed how eaſy it was to engage the Nation to give 
3 they bad any tolerable Proſpect of ſeeing it well 
out *. | | | | N | 
Tu Death of Queen Mary, which happen 


ed towards the 
latter End of the Vear, ſerved not only to damp the Spirits of 
the People, but to give the Enemies of the Government an Op- 
portunity to attempt diſtreſſing the Nation, by pretending that 


» Burchet's Memoirs, p. 265. * Keanet, Burnet, Oldmixon, 
preſent State of Europe, Chandler's Debates, c. 


© Burchet, Kennet, Oldmixon, Kife of King William, &c. 


bilities, ſuch as tranſporting 


certainly an Act of the executive Power, and conſequently it | 


Age. and in the Sixth of her Rei 
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22 
be in their 


ought to have been underſtood in Law, as the ſpecial and imme- 
the Writs ran in the joint Names 


; 1. 7 
with ſo great a into the Mediterranean, B E 
a Time, and directing him at laſt to winter in thoſe 


upo 
« the Fleet both at home and abroad, and of the 


4 creaſe of the Naval Force and Strength of our Neighbours, 
s conceive it to be our Duty r 


1 This excellent Princeſs, was taken ill at Kenſington, on the 2 1ſt 
of December, 1694. Her Diſtemper proved to be the Small-Pox ; 
a Malady extremely fatal to her Family, and which might therefore 
be ſuppoſed to make great Impreſfion upon her Spirits; this joined 
to a bad Conſtitution, and as ſome ſay, the ill t of her 
principal Phyfician, brought her to her End in the Space of a Weck. 
She was at the Time of her Deceaſe, in the thirty-third Year of her- 


at Home and Abroad ; and her Death at this Junfture, was a great 
Diſadvantage to her Subjects. z See Burnet's Hiſtory of his 
own Times, vol. il. p. 140. It is evident, if this could have been 
carried, and the Parliament diſſolved, Things muſt have run in the 
utmoſt Confuſion ; and therefore it is amazing, that any Man, who 


pretended the leaſt Regard for his Country, ſhould eſpouſe ſo deſtruc- 


tive a Scheme. 


. She was exceedingly lamented 
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humbly to repreſent, that the Honour and Safety of this N 
8 chiel depends upon your 
ea. And whereas by the long Continuance of 
umber of your Ships muſt have been dimi- 
IIA. greats Jags impaired. We think it 


Navy, as may enable your Majeſty 
« not onl im 1 the — during 
« this ich may be ſuperior to that of our Enemies, 
«© but likewiſe to maintain ſuch a Force here at home, and in 
« the W:/t-Indies, as ſhall be a Security for our Coaſts and Plan- 
4 tations, and a Protection of our Trade, and fullcient both 
„ for the annoying of our Enemies, and for the 
* conv all ſuch Stores and Proviſions as m 
< the Fleet in thoſe Parts, upon 


4 viding whereof, the Safety 


222222222 


the King returned a . ſatisfied i 
all the is Phet of the Nato eb 
them to the Abſence e e, nich otherwiſe they 
would not have borne but with patience *. 

A conſiderable Suppl e in the Beginning 
of the Year, Admiral Ruſſe! reſolved to ſend a ſmall Squadron up 
the Streights; it was compoſed of fix ſtout Frigates, and the Com- 
mand given to Captain James Killegrew, who had InftruQtions to 
protect their own Trade, and to annoy that of the Enemy. In 
their Cruize, on the 18th of January, 1695, they — 
two French Ships, viz. The Content, commanded by the Marquis 
du Chalard, of ſeventy Guns, and The Trident, under Count 
4 Aulnoy, of Guns, between Cape Bona and the Iſland of 
Pantalarea, on Barbary Coaft. The French Men of War miſ- 
took the Engliſh for Merchant-Men, and bore down upon them; 


but 2 perceiving their Miſtake, endeavoured to get W 


a The Preach took a great deal of Pains to liſh whatever was. 
faid in England againſt this Meaſure ; and indeed they had good Rea- 
ſon ſo to do, fince all thoſe Arguments were in their Favour. The 
Engliſh Fleet giving Law to them in the Mediterranean, while our 
Squadrons bo ed their Ports on the Ocean, ſunk their Preten- 

_ fons to becoming a Maritime Power ſo low, that it is no Wonder 
they were defirous of promoting the Views of that Party in England, 
which oppoſed Meaſures ſo fatal to their Glory. 


te —_— 


a *** r 3 


other four Engli 


Eilled and thi 
The brave Captain Killegrew was interred at Meſſina, 
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_ co ill the 

rigates came in: whereupon the French ſe- 

| The Carliſle, Newcaſtle, and Southampton purſued the 
iggeſt of them, and The Falmouth and Adventure the leſſer, The 


Plymouth, being forced to bear away for- Meſſina, having loſt 
her Foretop-maſt, and her other Maſts and Rigging being much 
ſhattered. The French made a running Fi | ight following 


and Part of the next Day ; when, their being much ſhat- 
tered, and the Count 4d" 4 
many of their Men killed, they both yielded. One of them, called 
The Trident, being leaky, and it blowing very freſh, the Engliþ 
ſent her to Gorgonti, and carried The Content to Meſſina, where 
they arrived the 2d of March. The Plymouth had Men 
wounded, and there might be about twice that 
and wounded on Board the reſt of rg. 

ith all 


the Honours due to his and Merit . The News of this 
Action reached home much about the Time that the Lords pre- 


Number ki 


| ſented their Addreſs ; which was a very fortunate Circumſtance 


for the Friends of the Court, who mentioned it on all Occaſions as 
a Fact which fully ſupported their Arguments. On the other 
Side, a large Account of this Affair was printed at Paris, in which 


the Marquis du Chalard ſaid a great many fine Things of himſelf 


and his Nation: . 
0 On 


d Burchet's Memoirs, p. 266, 267. Pointer's Chronological Hiſ. 


tory, Kennet, Burnet, cc. © I think myſelf obliged to report 
from the Mouth of an Eye-Witneſs, a very extraordinary Circum- 


ſtance in relation to this Engagement. When Captain Killegrew 
came up with the Content, the whole French Crew were at Prayers, 


and he might have poured in his Broad-fide with great Advantage: 
which, however, he refuſed to do, adding this remarkable Expreſ- 
ſion. It is beneath the Courage of the Engliſh Nation to ſurprize 


their Enemies in ſuch a Poſture. 4 I ſhall not trouble the Reader 


-with any of the Flouriſhes in this or other French Accounts of this 


Affair; but content myſelf with obſerving, that the Marquis du 


:Chalard ſays, the Content carried 54 Guns, and 380 Men; the 
Trident, 42 Guns, and 300 Men; though in ſeveral of their own 
Lines of Battel, in the Years 1692 and 1693, I find the former to be 


2 Ship of 64, and the latter 60 Guns ; which is ſufficienc to ſhew the 


Credit 
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of February, 1 Supply of Proviſions 
England, e 
Neville, with a ſtrong 


On the 


whi hed from 


-F 
8 


our Admiral to the Spanyfb Court 

on that ime Rear-Admiral Neville was 
| ſent to 0 Troops, which were to be tranſ- 
ported from Final into Catalonia. He had alſo Directions to 
apply himſelf Savoy, in order to be informed, whe- 
ther, with the of the Fleet, he could undertake to in- 
any Part of the Dominions of France, or to affiſt in a Deſign 


Ih 
jt 
F 


entering upon any Meaſures of this Nature ; 

Admiral Neville was forced to content himſelf with 

the Execution of the other Part of his Inſtructions, and rejoin the 
with the Span; Tranſports under his Protection, 


theſe Author. Burchet's Memoirs, p. 268, 27t. 
The Spaniards were all this while ſolliciting for a Convoy, and ſome- 
deal of Uneafineſs on Account of its not being 
Ron is was entirely their own Fault; for while . 
iral thought there was no Danger of the French coming out of Tou- 
lon, he had preſſed them as much, to forward their Embarkation at 
Final, telling them plainly, that after a certain Time which he fixed, 
| he ſhould not think it ſafe to ſpare them a Cenvoy. But, they ſuf- 
fered it to elapſe, and then grew impatient, becauſe Admiral Ruſſel 
would not hazard part of his Fleet, and all their Forces, by ſending 
the Convoy at ſuch a Time as the French Fleet might have been at 
Sea, on purpoſe to intercept them. This was one great End 
of ſending Admiral Ruſſel into the Mediterranean. For if, with the 
Afliftance of the Duke of Savoy he could have undertaken any Thing 
againſt Marſeilles or Toulon, it would have compleated the Ruin of 
the French Power at Sea. Bat the Duke was ſo bent upon the Con- 
queſt of Caſal, that he could not be drawn to und e any other 
erprize. Admiral Ruſſel, as ſoon as he underſtood this, reſolved 
to give him all the Aſſiſtance poſſible in that Deſign ; and by hinderin 
the French from ſending any Succours, enabled him to make himſ, 
Maſter of the Place, which he could not otherwiſe have taken, 
Vor. III. G 


g 
F 
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Ir was about the middle of the Month of July, when the 
is de Gaftanaga, the Spaniſh Governor of Catalonia, formed 
the of re- taking Palamos, in which he deſired the Aſſiſt- 
ance of Admiral Ruſſel. To this Purpoſe he made him a Viſit on 
Board the Fleet, where the Admiral told him the Situation Things 
were in, the Neceſſity he was under of ſending home Sir John 
 Munden with ſome of the largeſt Ships, and the Impoſlibility there 
| was of ſuffering the Troops to continue above a Week on Shore. 
However, in Spite of all theſe Difficulties and Diſappointments, 
he aſſured the Marquis, that he was ready to do the very utmoſt 
in his Power, both by landing the Troops, and by ſending in a 
I ben of Lake Vellab to-demberd the Place. In 
of theſe Reſolutions, the Confederate Forces ing of 4000 
Engliſh and Dutch, were landed; the former under the - 
mand of Brigadier Stuart, the latter under that of Count Naſ- 
ſau B. This was on the gth of Auguſt, and it was the next Day 
before they joined the Spaniſh Army, the very Sight of which was 
ſufficient to diſcourage them. To enumerate their Wants would 
de tedious and ur neceſſary, ſince in Truth they were in want of 
every Thing; and if our People had not by Accident brought 
with them Pick-Axes and Shovels on Shore, they could not 
have intrenched themſelves, which however was neceſſary, 
ſince the French had not only a good Garriſon in Palamos, but an 
Army at leaſt equal to that of the Spaniards, within Sight of the 
Place. The Bombardment ſucceeded better, the greateſt Part of 
the Town and Caſtle were deſtroyed : But the Admiral, being 
-informed, that the French Fleet were coming out of Toulon, 
thought proper to reimbark his Forces, and to fail for the Coaſt 
of Provence, in order to watch the Motions of the Enemy l. 
AFTER 


E 


Z Burchet's Memoirs, p. 275. Kennet, Burnet, Oldmixon, &c. 

k The French Writers give us another Account of this Matter; they 
ſay, that the Duke of Vendome, who commanded their Army in 
Catalonia, finding himſelf too weak to attempt the raiſing the Siege 
of Palamos by Force, had yet Addreſs enough to effect it by a Stra- 
tagem. He ſent a Letter by the Maſter of a Fiſhing-Bark, directed 
to Mr. Nanclas, Governor of that Place, acquainting him, that he 
might depend on ſpeedy Relief, the Fleet having ſailed from Toulon 
in the beginning of September. The Maſter of the Fiſhing-Boat had 
Orders to put himſelf in the Way of the Engliſh, which he did ; and 
the Admiral being deceived by this Letter, failed immediately for 
the Coaſt of Provence. Hiſtoire Militaire, Tom. iii. p. 178. Yet, 
ſuppoſing this Fact to be true, the French had no great Cauſe to 
. boatt; for Palamos was reduced into ſo miſerable ms” + <4 
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AFTER his from the Coaſt of Catalonia, the Ad- 
miral met with exceeding bad Weather, which hindered him from 
accom ſome Things he had in View. He found alſo that 
his Intelligence, as to the Deſigns of the French, had not been 
very exact, and therefore 3 it adviſable to retire down the 
Streights ; which he did, and arrived, towards the latter End of 
the Month of September, in the Bay of Cadiz . There he made 
the neceſſary Diſpoſitions for ſecuring our Trade in the Mediter- 
ranean from Interruption, for leaving a ſufficient Force to 
fruſtrate the Deſigns of the Enemy, and even to aſſiſt the & pa- 


_ niards, in caſe they ſhewed any greater Care of their own Con- 
cerns after his Departure than 4 had hitherto done: And hav- 


ing made theſe Proviſions, and given proper Inſtructions to Sir 
David Mitchel, Rear-Admiral of the Red, who was to be left 
with a Squadron of three and twenty 

Frigates and Bomb-Veſſels, he turn'd his Thoughts entirely to 


the carrying the reſt of the Fleet back to England, moſt of the 


great — bring ver 


very foul, and many of them but indifferently 
n he very ily accompliſhed, arriving in 
November with — Sail 27 great ps, excluſive of the Dutch, 
a Frigate or two, and Fire-Ships, on our own Coaſts . 


Meaſures were proſecuted, which had been concerted for hum- 
bling the French in the Ocean. Our Attempts the Year before 
had not indeed anſwered the ſanguine tions of ignorant 
People, who imagined that they were not to have left a Houſe 
on the French Coaſt; and on the other Hand, ſeemed 
but to juſtify too well, what ſuch as were beſt ſkilled in Maritime 
Affairs had advanced, as to the Impoſlibility of performing any 
great Services in the Way of bombarding ; 15 it was reſolved 
that this ſhould be purſuedl. The great Men in the Cabinet, 
amongſt whom at that Time was the — Earl of Sunderland, 
the ableſt Miniſter of his Time, thought themſelves bet- 


ter Judges of theſe Matters, than either the Seamen or the People; 
and while they were able to ſhew their own Force for the preſent, 


reſtrain the French Power for the future, and give infinite Un- 
eaſineſs to the whole French Nation, by ſuch Expeditions, the 
Expence of them was, in their Judgments, far from being thrown 
away. They were, beſides, wy y ſenſible, that nothing could 


enable 


being bombarded. that FR Duke de Vendome thought fit ** * 

to withdraw his Garriſon, and blow up the reſt of the Fortiſications. 

i Kennet, Burnet, Life of King William. k Pointer's Chronolo 

gical Hiſtory, Burchet's Memoirs, Preſent State of Europe, &c. 
' Burnet's Hiſtory of his own Times, vol. ii. p. 207, 208. 


Ships of the Line, beſides 


E are now to conſider what paſſed at home, =" PI 
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enable us, and our Allies, to continue the War with any Pro- 
ſpect of Succels, but ſuch Uſes of our Fleet, as might 
leſſen the viſible Su of the French King's Forces _ 
ra ben ras Ade Admiral Ruſſel while 
tinued in the Mediterranean: For he it i 
to enable the Spaniards to do any Thing, who had little or no 
Force at all, yet he had viſibly prevented the Loſs of Barcelona, 
nd intend of on Gendtute, whe but his Preſence could 
have kept, either this Year or the laſt, out of the Hands of the 
French, and the Bombardments of laſt Year had fruſtrated all the 
French Schemes, and kept their whole Naval Force uſeleſs in 
their Ports. 
Tus Fleet intended for this Service was in fuck Forwerdnels by 
the Middle N une, that the Lord Berkley of Stratton, who was to 
Orders to go on Board. On his Arrival at Spit- 
— in order to conſider what 
ſhould be firſt undertaken; and upon mature —ſ 
reſolved, that there was the r 
againſt St. Malbes. But the Dutch Admiral „ having 
acquainted Lord Berkley that he had the King's abſolute Orders 


to conſider the Project for attacking Dunkirk before all others, 


© this occaſioned a freſh Delay. However, when it was 


to execute 


| that the Dutch ſhould act 
was by them declared i 


in this laſt U "it 
le, and a full Reſolution taken 
. Debor againſt St. Males . With 
_ this View the Fleet failed on the 23d of June; and on the 4th 


of an ogg ray Fleet under his Command, came 
e the Place, and 


to bombard Qvuince- Fort, to 
the Weſtward, and the raiſed by the Enemy to the Eaft- 
ward, on Point Danbour, between which is the | of the 


Town. T he firſt Service was performed by Colonel Richards, 
who had three Engliſb and two Dutch Bomb-Veſſcls under his 
Command, and the latter was committed entirely to the Dutch, 
who employed therein four Bomb-Veſſels for many Hours. On 
the 5th, every Thing being "a te Morning gave the Sg 
Berkley, about four o Clock in the Morning 
U OTC On Fr 
—4 and hoiſted a Flame- coloured Flag; ET” after, 
hs FS AS Frigates, appointed to guard the Bomb- 


Ve» 


m This is the Judgment of ſome of the beſt Political Writers of thoſe 
Times; and indeed, if we conſider Facts, we cannot but be convinc- 
ed, that it was better for us to alarm and burn the French Coaſts, 
than to ſuffer them to alarm and burn ours, as they did ſome Years 


before. * Burchet's Memoirs, P- 293, Kennet, Burnet. 
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Veſſels, entered the Channel, and came to an Anchor within a 
Mile and an Half of the Town, having Colonel Richards with the 
Bomb-Veſlels in a 1 4 _ fix, the Bombard- 
ment began. All this Time the Enemy fi warmly from 
the Shore, tons Golly os 6-200 and lle Bay on the 
Iſland of Danbour, from Fort-Vauban, Fort-Royal, Fort- Quince, 
&c. their Gallies and Boats taking alſo the Opportunities of the 
Tides, ing ſometimes ſo near as to gall the Line of Bomb- 
Ships. Yet, in Spite of this Interruption, about eight o'Clock a 


: ; 
ir Cargo of go000 Bombs and Carcaſſes, and therefore 
to put to Sea. This Enterprize was exe- 
four Dutch Men of War, nine Galliots, 
iganti The Lofs ſuſ- 


71 


eceſſity of blowing u vent 
HE French Accounts do indeed contradict theſe; but at the 
Time neither raiſe the Reputation of France, nor, 
perl I. can diſcredit what has been advanced on 
Subject by the Engliſh and Dutch. M. Quincy tells us, that 
Court appointed Marſhal 1 command on „ 


1 


-» © See the London Gazette, No. 3090 3 where, however, it is 
faid, that the Fleet ſailed on the 21; but in all Probability it 
t back again, and did not fail till the zgth, as appears from the 


3090, 
Naval Hiſtory, and the Dutch Accounts ; all which agree perfectly 


together, and therefore I can ſee no Reaſon to doubt any of the Fats 


contain. 
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of Britany. At La Hogue he had two Battallions of Marines, 
three of Militia, a Regiment of Horſe, and a Regiment of Dra- 
; and beſides theſe he had a numerous Corps de Reſerve. 
M. 4 Eftrees commanded in the Neighbourhood of Rochelle ano- 
ther Body of Forces. The Care of Breft and the adjacent Coun- 
try was committed to M. Vauban, who had a ſpecial Commiſſion 
to enable him to command the Marines, of which there were 
twenty-two Battalions on the Coaſt. All this ſhews, how ap- 
prehenſive the Prench were of theſe Viſits, into what Confuſion 
they put them, and what mighty Expences they were at to pro- 
vide againſt their Effects. As to this particular Affair of St. 
Malzes, the Author beforementioned is pleaſed to ſay, our Fleet 
conſiſted of ſeventy Sail, of which twenty-five or thirty were 
Line of Battel Ships. He owns that the Bombardment continued 
eleven Hours ; that nine hundred Bombs were thrown, of which 
five hundred fell in the Town, whereby ten or twelve Houſes 
were burnt, thirty-five or forty damaged, and eighteen or twenty 
People killed or wounded ?. Father Daniel gives us pretty near 
the ſame Account; and both agree, that two Infernal Machines 
were ſpent on Fort- Quince, one to very little, and the other to 
no purpoſe at all 4. Yet, when it is remembered that St. Males 
was an old Town, its Buildings moſtly of Wood, the Streets very 
narrow, and the Place crowded with Soldiers, it is not eaſy to 
gueſs, how ſo many Bombs could fall, and yet do fo little . 
and this induced a Dutch Journaliſt to ſay merrily enough, that 
the Malcins had taught their Dogs (which every body knows 
they make uſe of to guard their City) to take up the Bombs in 
their Mouths, and run away with them out of the Town *. f 
AFTER this Affair was over, it was reſolved, that a ſmall 
Squadron ſhould proceed to Granville, a Place of great Trade. 
This Squadron conſiſted of eight Frigates, and as many Bomb- 
Veſſels, viz. five Engliſh and three Dutch. On the 8th of July. 
about nine in the Morning, Captain Benbow anchored before 


P Hiſtoire Militaire, Tom. iii. p. 323. But all that is ſaid there, 
may be thus accounted for. The French Court always kept in Pay a 
ſettled Journaliſt, who was inſtructed to heighten all their Succeſſes, and 
to extenuate all their Lofſes, by feigned Relations ; which Relations 
are ſince reckoned proper Documents for Hiſtory ; though at the 
Time they were Publithed, their true Value was very well known, 
and they very juſtly defpifed. IG 3 

2 Journal Hiſtorique de Louis XIV. p. 182. Both his and the 
Marquiſs de Quincy's Account, are copied from their Gazettes. 

7 Preſent State of Europe, Hiſtory of the laſt War, Life of King 
William, Ke. | as = 
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he Place, and Colonel Rrichards, about an Hour afterwards, be- 
gan the Bombardment, which laſted till fix in the Evening, and 
then the Squadron bore away, leaving this Town in Flames; 
which is a Fact the French have never offered to diſpute, - wane 
moſt of their Writers flip it over without ſaying a Word. On the 
| the Fleet appeared before Havre de Grace ; not with any 
to actack it, but to alarm and harraſs the Enemy : 
which having performed, they ſailed for Port mouth, in order to 
make the neceſſary Preparations there for an Attempt upon Dun- 
kirk, the Deſtruction of which Port would have given equal Sa- 
| tisfaRtion to the E ngliſh and Dutch, both Nations ſuffering equal- 
1 14 her Privateers *. 
the Return of the Fleet, four hundred Soldiers were imme- 
diately embarked, and Mr. eefters received Orders to prepare 
his on the Succeſs of which the whole Affair depended. 
After this all the proper Meaſures were concerted with that En- 
gineer. But, whether through ſome Backwardneſs in him, or 
what other Accident, is not very clear; fo it was, that the 
Month of July expired before the Attempt upon Dunkirk was 
_ On the iſt of Augu/? Lord Berkley ſent in the Bomb- 
» Fire-Ships, and Machine Veſſels, with ſeveral light Fri- 
you ion — to protect them againſt the Enemy's 
-Gallies, and other armed Boats, of which they had a great 
many. About Nine in the Morning, the Bombardment ©. cn 3 
about two in the Afternoon four Smoke-Ships were ſent in, which 
were burnt to little or no Pu rpoſe. The Bomb-Veſſels, how- 
ever, continued firing till about ot and then with the Frigates, 
c. were ordered off. Several of the Shells fell into the Riſe- 
Bank and upon the Pier-Heads, and three of the Enemy's Half- 
Gallies were ſunk. But they had in all Places made fuch great 
Preparations for their Defence with Boats, Bombs, Chains, Piles, 
and Pontons, with Guns upon them, as rendered this Attempt 
altogether impracticable. The French give a long and pompous 
Account of this Affair, and I think do the Engliſb more Honour 
than any of their own Relations ; for they make the Miſcarriage 
of this Attempt, the Effect of the Courage and Conduct of ſeveral 
ol their moſt experienced Sea-Officers ; whereas our Authors uni- 
verſally aſcribe it either to the Want of Skill in Mr. Meeſlers, or 
to the Miſunderſtanding between him and ſome of the Sea- Officers; 
which is the more probable, ſince he deſerted the Service in the 


8 — Kennet, Oldmixon, and the London a No. 
309 


without further Interruption, 
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Night, and could not be prevailed on to take any Share in the 
7 1 upon Calais. . 

daD Berkley, notwithſtanding this Diſappointment, reſolved 
to proſecute his Orders, and coming before Calais, called a Coun- 
cil of War, in which it was determined to endeavour to burn a 
Wooden Fort erected at the Entrance of the Pier-Heads, which 
was furniſhed with fourteen heavy Cannon; and with ſeveral o- 
ther Batteries, defended the Entrance of the Place in ſuch a Man- 
ner, that it was impoſſible any thing could be undertaken till theſe 
| were removed. To this End, Colonel Richards was 
ordered to fill two Well-Boats with the Materials of a Fire- Ship, 
and to diſpoſe the Boats for making a formal Attack. Several 
Accidents prevented the Execution of this till the 17th of 
Auguſt in the Morning, when anchoring Eaſtward of the I own, 
the Bombardment began with ſuch Succeſs, that by Noon the 
Place was on Fire in ſeveral Parts. About this Time the Ene- 


till about five in the Afternoon, by 
which Time ſix hundred Shells were thrown into the Place. The 
* r 2 the Riſe- Bank was entirely burnt, ſeveral Houſes 
royed, and many more very much damaged; with this par- 
KN that, L 7 
Efforts of the Enem) igi 
Batteries, we ſuffered | 


ledges that abundance of Men 


8 Account too from all the Relations I ＋ moot ; 
with, either of our wn, or foreign Writers, particularl pu 
liſhed in the Gazette, Ns. 3102. Burchet's Memoirs, "4 297. Hiſ- 
toire Militaire, Journal Hiſtorique de Louis XIV. &c. But all they 
advance, is taken from the Relations printed by Authority to amuſe 
the People. London Gazette, No. 3107, Burchet's Memoirs, 
303. Pointer's Chronological Hiſtory, vol. ii. p. 413, Kennet, 
urnet. Hiſtoĩre Militaire, Journal Hiſtorique, as above. 
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which enabled them to diſturb our Trade, and to enrich them- 
ſelves. The Marquis of Caermarthen, who had the Command 
ſtationed off the Scilley-Iſlands, was fo unlucky as 
of 
ight, 


Merchant-Men for the Breſt Squadron; 
whereupon, without taking any Pains to be ſatisfied whether he 
was or was not in the right, he retired immediately into Milford- 
Haven, which expoſed the Barbadoes Fleet in ſuch a Manner; 
that many of them were loſt, two Eaft-India Ships were taken 
at Sea, and three more were either burnt or taken near Gakway in 
Ireland, by ſome Privateers acting under King Fames's Commiſ- 
ſion. Theſe five Ships, Biſhop Burnet tells us, were worth a 
Million, and therefore we need not be ſurprized, that a great Cla- 
mour was raiſed among the Merchants. The Admiralty excuſed 
themſelves by producing the Inſtructions given to the Marquis of 


Caermarthen, and other Officers ; but, notwith ing all that 
could be faid, it appeared inconteſtably, that the true Source of 


* See a more ſatisfactory Account of this Matter in our Memoirs 
of the Lord Berkeley of Stratton. 
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our Loſſes in this reſpect, and of the French Succeſs, was their 


having ſo Intelligence of all our Motions ; whereas it never 
D ny tolerable Account of theirs. How far 
this was owing to their Dili and Dexterity, and how far to 
our Indolence and Treachery, is what I ſhall not pretend to de- 
termine, but content myſelf with obſerving, that in a Time of 
War no Money is ſo ill ſpared, as that which might be employed 
gaining early Notice of an Enemy's Preparations ; for though 
ir 


in 
_ the 


695, as one Milliam Thompſon, Maſter of a 
nging to the Port of Pool in Dorſetſhire, was 
_ fiſhing near the Iſland of Purbeck, with . Man and a Boy, 
and perceiving a Privateer of Cherbourg to bear down upon him, 
he was ſo far from avoiding the Enemy, that he made ready to de- 
fend himſelf the beſt he could with two little Guns, which be had 
mounted, and ſome ſmall Fire-Arms, and with ſo inconſiderable 
Defence behaved himſelf with ſuch Succeſs, that in a little Time 
he wounded the Captain, the Lieutenant, and fix more of the 
French; which ſo diſcouraged the reſt, that they bore away. But 
then, in his Turn, Thomp/on gave Chace to the Privateer, fired 
upon her for two Hours together, and at length made the Enemy 
ſtrike, beg for Quarter, and ſurrender. So that Thompſon, thus 
victorious, brought away the Sloop with fourteen Priſoners (of 
which the Captain was one) having left two more at Corfe-Caftle, 
and carried her into Poo! Harbour. This Privateer had two Pat- 
tarero's, ſeveral ſmall Arms and Granado's, and ſixteen Men. 
For this gallant Exploit, the Lords of the Admiralty gave Cap- 
tain Thompſon a Gold Chain and Medal, of the Value of fifty 
Pounds, and made him a Preſent alſo of the Veſſel he had taken =. 
Their Lordſhips, not long after, gave a like Chain and Medal, to 


Mr. Williams, who was likewiſe Maſter of a Fiſhing-Smack be- 
| longing to Whiteſand-Bay, for retaking ſeveral Veſſels after they 


had fallen into the Hands of French Privateers . Theſe Rewards 


had ſuch an Effect, that Captain Peter Folli te, in a ſmall Hoy, 


called The Sea Adventure, perceiving a French Privateer in. the 


Y Burnet's Hiſtory of his own Times, vol. ii. p. 185. Kennet, 
Oldmixon, Preſent State of Europe, Life of King William. = Lon- 
don Gazette. No. 3,085. Pointer's Chronological Hiſtory, vol. ii. 
P- 411, 412. Preſent State of Europe. * London Gazette, 
No. 3, o85. ah 
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Iand of Purbeck make Prize of a Fiſhing- Boat belonging to 
Weymouth, he boldly attacked him, though of three Times his 
Strength, and having firſt obliged him to quit his Prize, after- 
wards forced him on Shore near the Town of Lulkworth, the 
People of which made themſelves Maſters of the Veſſel, and took 


the Crew Priſoners; for which brave Exploit, Captain Folliffe 


was honoured alſo with a Gold Chain and Medal d. Several o- 
ther Actions of this Sort gave Reputation to the Engliſh Seamen, 
and plainly ſhewed, that nothing but Diviſions in our Councils, 
and Factions in our Fleets, hindered us from ſucceeding in our 
Defigns of making a Deſcent on the Coaſt of France, and re- 
venging the Injuries done our Commerce by the Privateers of 
that Nation: a Deſign every Way juſt and reaſonable, ſince the 
French King not only furniſhed thoſe Privateers with Seamen, 


but alſo employed his own Ships in this kind of piratical War, 
and cauſed ſeveral Medals to be ſtruck on the Succeſs of it: But 


whether theſe will tranſmit his Glory or his Shame to Poſterity, I 
leave every impartial Reader to determine. : 
Tus Campaign in Flanders being over, King William re- 


turned to England, and on the 11th of Offober arrived at Kon- 


fington, and immediately after publiſhed a Proclamation, by 
which he diſſolved the Parliament, and called a new one, which 


\ - » 


b London Gazette, No. 3089. © I have always looked upon 
this, as the ſtrongeſt Proof of the Rectitude of thoſe Councils, to 
which were owing the Bombardment of the French Coaſts; and 
therefore I think it may not be amiſs to give the Reader ſome Inſtan- 
ces in ſupport of what is delivered in the Text. Every body knows 
how fond the French King was of cauſing the remarkable Actions of 
his Reign to be recorded by Medals; and therefore their Teſtimony 
is unexceptionable. On the taking the India-Ships, formerly men- 
tioned, there was a Medal ftruck, repreſenting theſe Veſſels unlading, 
and their Cargoes taken from the Slaves who brought them on Shore, 
by a Man compleatly armed, with this Inſcription. Indice Hoſtium 
O i. e. The Treaſures of the Indies taken from the 
Enemies. In the Exergue, 1695. Upon John du Bart's deſtroying a 
Squadron of Dutch Ships, another Medal appeared, on which was 
repreſented, the Batavian Lion, proſtrate on the Ground, the Genius 
of Holland ſitting on his Back, and looking with an Air of Diſtracti- 


on towards a Ship at Sea, with this Legend, Incenſis aut Captis Hoſ- 


tium Navibus Oneratis Triginta, Bellicis Tribus, That is, Thirty Mer- 
chant-Ships, and three Men of War, belonging to the Enemy, ei- 
ther burnt or taken. In the Exergue, Ad Texellam, 1695. A Me- 
dal was alſo ſtruck on the fruitleſs Bombarding of Dunkirk, which 
ſhewed of how great Importance the French King thought that Neſt 
of Pirates. Hiſtoire de Louis XIV. Tom. v. p. 99. 
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was to meet on the 22d of November 


was on this Occaſion declared Admiral of the White, and Admi- 
ral and Commander in Chief of his 's Ships in the Medi- 
terranean, with Inſtruftions to protect the Engliſh Commerce, to 
annoy the Enemy, and, in caſe they paſſed the Streights, to fol- 
8 3 or a rtionable to 
theirs. con from the Engliſh on the 16th of 
_ Oftober, = ſeventy ſail of Men of War — Merchant- 
Men under F arty ce Binge 22 
in the Bay of Cadiz. There lied hanſelf with the 

Diligence to the ſecuring de Ke of the Turkey Fleer, 

3 ery where the Englif Trade from the Danger to 
_ which i expoſed from the French Privateers : But, as to the 
 LAtter Part of his Inſtructions, he found himſelf ſcarce in a Capa - 
cky tocary them into Execution the Force he hd i the Port of 

Cadiz, being much inferior n French 
ould for bis S thre ; many Far r L fhipe 
for his 3 many 1 
| ll fr ts Sear thr; mayy oft r yd 
| It would have been unſafe to have hazarded — 1 * 
ment. In this Situation Sir George Rooke remained for ſome 
Time, and then received his y. Command to rears for 

England *. 

We are now to enter on the TranſaQtions of 1696, a Year 
in which both the French and the Allies were reſolved to exert 
their greateſt Skill and utmoſt Force for continuing the War, 
though they were both heartily weary of it, and had ſufficient 
_ Reaſons to wiſh for Peace. At home our Party-Debates ran 
much higher than ever. The Tories were formed into a fixed 
and conftant Oppoſition to the Government, it a capital 
Point of Patriotiſm” to perplex publick Affairs Engliſh 
Merchants were exceedingly m—_ at the Loſſes they had ſuſ- 
tained in Trade, 1 po wes 
of the Oppoſition given to the Project had formed - 
bliſhing an Zaff-India Company, and making a Settlement at 
Darien. To theſe Sources of Uneaſineſs there were added 


0 —— p. 289, 250, Kennet, Burnet, Preſent State 
of Europe, &c. 


Fa 
1 


3 8 


of 20, oo0 Men, drawn with all poſſible Secrecy from the adja- 
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and at laſt found Means to 
here, while they were preparing there, 


Frene 
ſhould) ho 
— 


was pretty early in 
the Project of invadi 
uſpicion that 


1 


Their Preparations being at Toulon 

Iüicians 3 but in the 1 

the French Scheme began to unfold itſelf, by t 
of a Dunkirk. It was uſual for them to ſend a large 
Num 


ber of Victuallers thither in the Winter, eſcorted by a 
ſmall Squadron of Men of War. But the Fleet now ſent was 
much greater than formerly, and the Squadron that failed with it 
conſiſted of ſeventeen Men of War. n after this, an Army 


cent Garriſons, was brought down to the Sea-Coaſts, and five 
hundred Tranſports provided with extraordinary Diligence and 
Secrecy, in order to carry over the greater Part of them to 


England, while moſt of our large Ships were laid up, and the 


reſt either in the Mediterranean, or refitting in order to be 
ſent thither *. So that hitherto all Things ſeemed to favour the 


Views of the Enemy, who were not a little rejoiced at an Ac- 


cident which happened at Gillingham, in the River AA. 
! where 


© Kennet, Burnet, Oldmixon, Quincy, P. Daniel, &c. 
f Hiſtoire Militaire de Louis XIV. Tom. iii. p. 201. Kennet, Bur- 
net, Oldmixon, Life of King William, Supplement to Rapin, &c. 
r Burchet's Memoirs, Hiſtory of the War, Conſpiracy againſt King 
William, Life of King James II, Preſent State of Europe. | 
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where The Royal Sovereign took Fire, and was totally conſum 
_— without Prejudice to any of the Ships which lay — 


Ir was the Intention of Lewis XIV. to have embarked at 
Dunkirk 16,000 Men, who were to be commanded by King 
James in Perſon, and under him by the Marquis of Harcourt, 
then Lieutenant-General, and afterwards Marſhal of France. 
This Embarkation was to have been eſcorted by two ſtrong 
Squadrons, under the Marquis of Neſmond and John du Bart, 
all which might have been executed, if bad Weather and con- 
trary Winds had not prevented it. In the mean Time the Duke 
of Berwick, Sir George Berkeley, and ſome other experienced 
Officers, were ſent over to diſpoſe the Malcontents here to per- 
form their Part in this Undertaking. But when all Things were 
ſuppoſed to be in perfect Readineſs, the whole Scheme was hap- 
pily diſcovered ; and on the 24th of F , the King came 
to the Houſe of Commons, and in a ſet Speech informed hem of 
the whole Affair i. At the fame Time Orders were given, for 


I have met with the following Account of this Accident, which 
s very curious, in a Pocket-Book of an old Seaman, who ſometime 
belong'd to her. 1 EE 2 155 

« January 29, 1696. The Royal Sovereign was the firſt great 
« Ship that was ever built in England; ſhe was then deſign'd only 
for Splendour and Magnificence, and was in ſome Meaſure the 
« Occaſion of thoſe loud Complaints againſt Ship-Money, in the 
« Reign of King Charles I. but being taken down a Deck lower, 
© became one of the beſt Men of War in the World, and ſo formid- 
able to her Enemies, that none of the moſt daring among them 
« would willingly lie by her Side. She had been in almoſt all the 
% great Engagements that had been fought between England and 
Holland, and in the laſt Fight between the Engliſh and French, 
« encountering the Wonder of the World. She ſo warmly ply'd 
«© the French Admiral, that ſhe forced him out of his three-deck'd 
%% wooden Caſtle ; and chaſing the Royal Sun before her, forced her 
„to fly for Shelter among the Rocks, where ſhe became a Prey to 
« leſſer Veſſels, that reduced her to Aſhes. At lengh, leaky and de- 
«« fective herſelf with Age, ſhe was laid up at Chatham, in order to 
ebe rebuilt ; but being ſet on Fire by Negligence, ſhe was upon the 
* 27th of this Month, devoured by that Element, which ſo long 
and ſo often before, ſhe had imperiouſly made Uſe of, as the In- 
« ftrument of others Deſtruction.“ 5 

i As I do not enter any farther into the Hiſtory of theſe Times, 
than is abſolutely neceſſary to the underſtanding the Facts I re- 
late, ſo I choſe to give this, aud other Paſſages of a like _—_— 

| | | mM 


— 
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aſſembling with the utmoſt Diligence, the greateſt Number of 
Ships poſſible; and Admiral Ruſſel, after having aſſiſted at a 
Board of Admiralty, where proper Inſtructions were prepared, 
went down to Deale, and on the 25th of February hoiſted the 


Union Flag on Board The Victory, and in a few Days ſtood over 
to the Coaſt of France, having under his Command upwards of 


fifty Ships of the Line, Engliſh and Dutch, at a Time when the 
French believed we could not aflemble ten ; which extraordinary 
Expedition confounded all their Deſigns, and rendered the Inva- 
fion abſolutely impraQticable, after all the Pains and Expence that 
had been employed about it . | 
On the 28th of Februdry, the Admiral came to an Anchor 


off Gravelin, with Part of the Fleet ; and Lord Berkeley with a 


Squadron under his Command, lay between him and Dunkirk. 


from the moſt authentic Pieces I have met with. The following 
conciſe Detail of the Conſpiracy, was publiſhed in the London Ga- 
zette, No. 3161, with the King's Speech, and the joint Addreſs of 
both Houſes. 5 
« By the great Mercy of God, a Diſcovery has been made of a2 
1 moſt horrid and deteſtable Conſpiracy, in which many wicked and 
*« traitorous Perſons were engaged to aſſaſſinate his Majeſty, when 
„ he went Abroad. At the ſame Time a Riſing was intended within 
« the Kingdom, and an Invaſion from France; to which End, di- 
* vers French Troops were drawn towards Dunkirk and Calais, and 
* Tranſport-Veſſels and Boats were got together at thoſe Places, of 
% all which his Majeſty having received ſeveral concurring Informa- 


* tions and Advices, Orders were given for apprehending the Con- 


„ ſpirators. Many of whom have been already ſeized, and ſuch 
« ſtrict Search is made after the reſt, that it is hoped few or none of 


them will eſcape the Hands of Juſtice. The Forces in England 


« are in a Readineſs to march, and a conſiderable Body of his Ma- 
« jeſty's Troops in Flanders, lie ready to embark at Oſtend. Admi- 
* ral Ruſſel is in the Downs, with a Squadron of his Majeſty's Ships, 


Who will be daily reinforced by other Men of War from the Ri- 


« yer and Spithead. And the Care that has been taken for the 
« Defence and Safety of the Kingdom, will, we doubt not, with 
** the Bleſſing of God, be ſufficient to diſappoint the Defigns of our 


« Enemies. | 


k On the 24th of February, there were but eleven Ships in the 
Downs, and by the 28th, the Admiral had wich him one Firſt Rate, 
twelve Third, twenty-four Fourths, and three fifth Rates, beſides 
Fire-Ships, and the following Flags under him, viz. Lord Berkeley 
Admiral of the Blue; Sir Cloudeſley Shovel Vice-Admiral of the 
Red : Mr. Aylmer Vice- Admiral of the Blue ; twelve Dutch Ships, 
under two Rear-Admirals, 
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Orders, Sir George Rooke arrived in the Downs with his Fleet 
from the Streights, and took upon him the Command. 


iſappointed, and 
the Engliſh Strength at Sea become ſo formidable, that they were 
a thing againſt it. Vet to keep up 


the Spirits of the People, and in ſome Meaſure to embarraſs the 
Engliſh and Dutch, Orders were diſpatched to the Toulon Squa- 
dron, directing it to fail into the Ocean; and at the ſame Time 
ohn Du Bart was commanded to go out of the Harbour of 
kirk, with eight Men of War, and two Fire-ſhips. In then 


1 Burchet's Memoirs, p. 32 5. u Burchet, Kennet, Burnet, Old- 
mixon, Quincy, P. Daniel, Memoires de Fourbin. See Me- 
moirs of Sir George Rooke, 
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| mean Time Sir George Rooke arriving at Spithead, after having de- 


tached ſeveral of his cleaneſt Ships for particular Services, receiv'd 
there.a Commiſſion, appointing him Admiral and Commander in 
Chief of the Fleet. His Inſtructions were, to lie in ſuch a Sta- 
rA Squadrons 

getting into any of the Ports of France; upon meeting 
them he was to fight, and upon his receiving Notice of their get- 
Jos = rn deny he was to uſe his utmoſt Endeavours to burn 

deſtroy them there; or, in caſe he had Intelligence of their 


getting ſafe to Bre/f, he was then to return to Torbay, and to re- 


main there till further Orders. On the 14th of May, 1696, Sir 


vance, 
received certain Intelligence, that the Toulon Squadron was ſafely 
arrived at Bręſt. Upon this he held a Council of War, where- 
in it was reſolved, that, as many of the largeſt Ships in the Fleet 
were very foul, and the whole much inferior to the combined 
Squadrons in the Harbour of Breſt, they ſhould immediately 


purſue the laſt Part of their Inſtructions, and return to Torbay; 


which accordingly they did, and there the Fleet was ſoon rein- 


forced to the Number of 115 Sail, of which 85 were of the 


Line of Battel *. 
A Reſolution having been taken in the Privy-Council, as to the 
bombarding the French Coaſts, Orders were ſent to Sir George 


 Rooke, towards the latter End of the Month of May, to return 


to the Service of the Board, as one of the Lords of the Admi- 
ralty, it being intended to entruſt the Fleet, or at leaſt ſuch a Part 
of it as ſhould be employed in the before-mentioned Service, to 
the Care of Lord Berkely, of Stretton, who had behaved ſo gal- 
lantly the Year before. Theſe Orders reached Sir George Rooke 
on the 27th of May, 1696 ; but before he returned to London 
he received Advice, that ſeventy French Men of War were aQtu- 
ally lying in Camaret-Bay, with three Blue Flags, and a White one 
flying; of which he not only gave Advice to the Admiralty, but 
on his coming to Town, addreſſed himſelf to the Duke of 


Shrewſbury, then Secretary of State, to whom he made the fol- 


lowing Propoſal : That the Body of the Fleet ſhould lie in 


Camaret and Bertheaume Bays, and a Detachment be made 


e to ſuſtain the ſmall Frigates and Bomb-Veſlels, while they 
* went in to do what Miſchief they could. It was his Opinion, 


„ that thus blocking up the Enemy's Fleet in their principal 


Port, inſulting their Coaſts, and burning their Towns at the 
* ſame Time, would expoſe them to the World, make them 


s very uneaſy at home, and give Reputation to his Majeſty's 


Wa | „ Arms,” 
daurchers Memoirs, p. 341, 
Vol. III. 5 
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« Arms.” And he believed it might be done, if ſpeedily under- 
taken, with the Aſſiſtance of ſome ſmall Frigates, which were 
much wanted. If this Scheme had been immediately purſued, 
it might, in all Probability, have been executed with Succeſs. 
But after being laid before, and examined by, the Privy-Council, 
it was at laſt ſent down to the Fleet to be reconſidered there by a 
Council of War; when Loſs of Time, and other Accidents, 
had rendered it leſs practicable, and therefore we need not won- 
der that it was rejected 7. 5 
Lorp Berkeley hoiſted the Union Flag on Board The Britan- 


main any longer inactive, failed on the 24th for the French 
| Coaſt 1. On the 3d of July, the Admiral ſent The Burford 
and The Newcaſtle, with a Fire-ſhip, to the Iſland of Grey, with 

Orders to land. On the 4th the Fleet came to an Anchor 


Town that was it : They 
odicke, and . great 
5th a great Reinforcement was ſent 
Captain Fitzpatrick, who had landed in the Iſland of Grey, 
they deſtroyed twenty Villages, containing 1 300 Houſes, 
from Newfoundland, and twenty ſmall Veſſels, and 
about 1300 Horſes and black Cattel*. The ſame 
Day Sir Martin Beckman, who was ſent to bombard the Town 
of 


r Burchet's Naval Hiſtory, p. 546. Memoirs of Sir George 
Rooke, Hiſtory of the laſt War. Though this Propoſition did not 
turn to the Nation's Advantage, yet it was of ſome Uſe to Sir George 
himſelf ; when, as we ſhall hereafter obſerve, the Houſe of Tom- 
mons enquired into the Conduct of the Fleet. London 
Gazette, No. 3197, Burchet, Kennet, Burnet, Life of King Wil- 
liam, Preſent State of Europe, &c. I have followed in the 
Text the Orthography of Lord Berkeley's Relation, as it is printed 
in the Gazette, No. 3203, but the proper Names of thoſe Iſlands, 
are Grouais, Houat, Heydic. The Admiral certainly acted right in 

landing where he might do moſt Miſchief, and expoſe his Mea leaſt. 
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of St. Martins in the Ifle of Ré, performed his Commiſſion ve- 


ry exactly, throwing in the Space of one Night, 2230 Bomba 
i Cres inks the Flack by which the bet Port of the 


Town was burnt down, with all their Warehouſes, and the 


ir Country being kept in a perpetual Alarm. This the Read- 

er will eaſily diſcern, when told, that between Breſ and Goulet 
Gere wank Batteries erected on one Side, and twenty-five on 
; that on theſe Batteries were mounted nineteen Mortars, 
four hundred and eighty-nine Pieces of heavy Cannon, and a- 
e thouſand Men, quartered up and down on the Coaſts, 
to prevent the bad Effects of an Invaſion, If France had been 
no Concern, ſuch Precautions would never have been taken, 
and if ſhe was, the Bombardments, that ſpread this Terror, 
= have been ſuch flight Things as ſome Writers repreſent 


Ir is agreed on all Hands, tat the Care taken this Year of ou 
1 


Trade, 


London Gazette, No. 4204. Pointer's Chronological Hiſtory, 
Vol. ii. p. 431. Life of King William, Preſent State of Europe. 
1 Burchet's Naval Hiſtory, p. 547, 548. « Hiſtoire Mili- 
taire, Tom. iii. p. 276, Memoires Hiſtoriques et Chronologiques, 
P. Daniel, Burchet's Naval Hiſtory, p. * But M. Deviſé, the 
French Gazetteer, exceeds them all in his Account of the Matter. 
The Exploits of the Engliſh, ſays he, are ſo extravagant, that they 
are ſcarce credible, and their Expeditions ſo pitiful, that they ſerve 
only to excite Scorn and Contempt. All they did during their Stay 
At Bellife, was to make a Deſcent on the Iſland of Grouais, a de- 
fenceleſs Place, where they burnt a few Houſes, catried off a _ 
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rade, was ſo great, and the Orders of the Lords of the Admi- 
ralty were ſo well executed, that our ſeveral Fleets of Merchant- 


men returned n French made it their princi- 
pal Buſineſs to intercept them. two Inſtances indeed we were 


ſomewhat unlucky, the firſt was in Newfoundland, of which an 
Account will be given elſewhere, the other in reſpect of the 
Dunkirk Squadron, of which the following is a very exact Ac- 
count. In the Month of May, 1 ear-Admiral Benbow 
had the Command given him of a ſmall Number of Ships, with 
Orders to prevent Du Bart from getting out of that Port. When 
the Rear-Admiral arrived before it, he found the French Squadron 
ready to fail, and his own too ſmall to both the Eaſt and 
North Channel. He did, however, his beſt ; but the Weather 
proving hazy, and he cruizing before the North Channel, Du 
Bart gave him the flip, and having a fair Wind, was quickly 
out of . Rear-Admiral Benbow reſolved, however, to 
purſue him, and did fo ; but the Dutch, 2 
ders, refuſed to follow him. Du Bari in the mean I ime exe- 
cuted his Scheme, which was to k the 7 


June. This Fleet conſiſted of up 
Sail of Merchant-Ships, under an Eſcort of 
Bart took all the Men of War, and at leaſt 
men. In the Height of this Victory the outward-bound Bal- 
tick Fleet appeared in Sight under an Eſcort of thirteen Men of 
War, who immediately attacked Du Bart, and forced him to 
burn four of the Men of War, and thirty-five Merchant-Men, 
and to turn the fifth Frigate, which had on Board the Crews of 
all the reſt, adrift, ſo that ſhe was re-taken ; but, according to 
the French Accounts, he returned with fifteen Prizes into the 
Road of Dunkirk*. Rear-Admiral Benbow convoyed afterwards, 
with his Squadron, our Northern bound Fleet to Gottenburgh, 
and thence proceeded to Hamburgh, and returning homewards 
in the Month of September, he had Sight of Du Bart's Squadron, 
and chaſed him till he ſaw it was to no Purpoſe ; however, he 


of Sheep, hamſtring'd 150 Horſes, and killed the Cattel in a Church- 
yard. They burnt alſo a few Houſes in the Iſlands of Houat and 
Heydic. In fine, continues he, the very Powder they have ſpent in 

theſe fruitleſs Atrempts, muſt have coſt more than the Damage they 
have done, amounts to. This was certainly very proper News for 
the Court to publiſh, in order to keep up the Spirits of the People; 
but an Hiſtorian ſurely deſerves Blame who copies after ſuch an Au- 
thor. » Burchet's Naval Hiſtory, p. 549, 550. X Hiſ- 
toire Militaire, Tom. iii. p. 279, Riencourt, Tom. iii. p. 489. 
Limier's Tom. ii. p. 606. | 
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die he „ ing four Engliſh, and eleven 
Dutch Eaft-India Ships, which came North-about, and thereby 
eſcaped the French Privateers, and, luckily enough for them, 
even Du Bart himſelf, though they muſt have had Sight of his 
| ron . | 


Tuus ended the Naval Operations 


ions of this Year, in this Part 
of the World, where we certainly diſappointed all the French De- 
ſigns, did them no ſmall Damage on their Coaſts, kept the beſt 
Part of their Fleets blocked up in their Harbours, and protected 


our Trade better than it had been for many Years paſt; yet in 


the next Seffion of Parliament, which on the 20th of 
October, 1696, one of the firſt Things the Houſe of Commons 
did, was, to enter into an Enquiry into the late Miſcarriages of 
the Fleet, which expoſed Sir George Rooke, and Sir Cloudeſly 
Shovel to ſeveral ſtrict Examinations; in which, however, no- 
thing appearing that could be conſtrued either an Omiſſion or 
Breach of Duty, the Affair dropt, and the Houſe afterwards 
voted the Sum of 2,372,197 J. for the Maintenance of forty 
thouſand Seamen, and of the two Marine Regiments, and for the 
ordinary of the Navy, and the Charge of the Regiſtry of Sca- 


Wr are now arrived at that Point of our Hiſtory, which na- 
turally leads us to take a View of what paſſed in the Y/2/t-Indies 
from the Beginning of the War, to the Cloſe of the next Year 
1697 ; and as our Reaſons for treating this Subject at once have 
been already given at large, we ſhall enter upon it here without 
further Introduction. The Revolution took Place in our Colo- 
nies, as eaſily as at home, ona Principle which was very empha- 


tically expreſſed by one of our Governors, who, when he was 


ſummoned by a Man of War to ſubmit to King Villiam and 


| Queen Mary, very ſenſibly anſwered, that, if they were King 


and Queen at hitehall, they ſhould be ſo there, and proclaimed 


them immediately. By this Means the Plantations were ſecured 


againſt every thing except foreign Invaſions, and to theſe they 
were not long expoſed; fince towards the End of the Year 1689, 
Orders were given for fitting out a Squadron for Barbadoes, and 
the Leeward Iſlands, under the Command of Captain Lawrence 


Fright, who was directed to fail as ſoon as poſſible, and had 


very ample Inſtructions given him . It fell out, however, in 
" => _ Conſequences 


Y Burchet's Naval Hiſtory, p. 551. * See the Journals of the 
Houſe of Commons, Kennet, Burner, Oldmixon, &c. IS 
* Burchet's Naval Hiſtory, p. 451. This Squadron conſiſted of 

| | | ten 
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Co of Abundance of unlucky Accidents, that he did not 
leave Plymouth till the 8th of March following. Arriving in Car- 
lifle Bay on the 11th of May, 1690, he found all Things there 
in a better Poſture than he expected, and towards the latter End 
of the Month, when his Men were pretty well recovered of the 
Scurvy, he failed for the — in order to aſſiſt = 
neral Codrington, who was preparing for an Expedition againſt St. 
Chriſtopher's, where we had been joint Poſſeſſors with the French, 
who had now driven us out, and had made themſelves Maſters of 
Tux Commodore failed on the 3d of June to Montſerrat, 
where we was joined . General from Antigua, with ſuch a 
Force, as the Engliſh Colonies could ſupply, Thence they pro- 
| Ceeded together to Nevis, in Conſequence of a Reſolution taken 
in a Council of War, to make 3 as ſoon as ble, 
upon the Iſland of St. Chriſopber. On the 23d, Sir Timothy 
ill landed with five hundred Men, to the Eaſt of Frigots 
Bay; and having twice and routed the French, marched 
on to Baſſe-Terre, and in the Way, beat the French Forces a third 
Time. This broke the Spirits of the Enemy to ſuch a ee, 
that they gave General Codrington no Diſturbance, he land- 
ed with with three thouſand Men, and marched the ſame Way. 
The Fleet in the ſame Time failed to the Road, in order to batter 
the Town and Forts, while the General attacked it by Land. 
The French, however, ſaved them the Trouble, by abandoning 
the Place, and ſetting it on Fire. In about three Weeks Time, 
the whole Iſland was reduced, and the Seaſon of Hurricanes 
coming on, the Fleet returned to Barbadees, and the Deſign of 
making farther CE was poſtponed to another Year * 
| In the Month of January, 1691, the Commodore received 
freſh Orders from England, directing him to ſtay ſome Time 
longer in America; upon which he took up ſix of the largeſt 
Merchant-Ships, turned them into Men of War, and on the 1 * 
8 1 * 0 
ten Sail of Men of War, viz. 1 third Rate, 5 fourth and 2 fifth 
Rates, two Fire-Ships and a Ketch. The Duke of Bolton's Regi- 
ment of Foot embarked on board it, and the Commodore was in- 
flructed to uſe his beſt Endeayours to ſecure the Engliſh Colonies, aſ- 
fiſt the Dutch, and diſtreſs the French; in all which, he was directed 
to take the Advice of Councils of War, of General Codrington, the 
Governor ang Council of Barbadoes, &c. d Burchet, Ken- 
net, Columna Roſtrata, Hiſtoire Militaire, P. Daniel. © Bur- 
chet's Naval Hiſtory, p. 555, 556, 557. This was in ſome Meaſure 
owing ta the Sickneſs of the Troops, and to feveral Ships being diſ- 
abled ; but was chiefly occaſioned by the Commodore's receiving Or- 
ders to return to England, which, as we ſhall fee were very quickly 
countermandet. | __ 
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of February failed for the Lertuard-I fands. There an unhappy 
Difference ſprung up between him and General Codrington, winch 
ruined the Expedition. For in the Month of April they 


landed in Marigallante, and in a great Meaſure ruined that Settle- 


ment, from whence they proceeded to Guardelupe, and remained 
there ſome Time ; yet on the News of a French Squadron's bei 


in the Neighbourhood, they haſtily re-imbarked their Forces, 


reſolved to abandon the Enterprize, at the ſame Time almoſt that 
the French had determined to abandon the Iſland. Soon after this, 
Commodore Mrigbt returned to Barbadees, where finding his 


Conduct univerſally diſliked, he, under Pretence of Sickneſs, 


quitted the Command, having firſt ſeparated the Squadron to dif- 


ferent Services; and ſoon after the Commodore returned, with 


very little Reputation to England. A certain Author indeed 
tells us, that he was ſent home a Priſoner, of which, if it had been 
ſo, I think Secretary Burchet would ſcarcely have been ignorant, 
and yet the contrary is expreſly ſaid by him, though he does in- 
deed intimate that he deſerved it *. Co 
Tux fame Year ſome other Expeditions were undertaken a- 
inſt the French, in this Part of the World. The Colony of 
ew-England found itſelf fo liable to Diſturbance from the Settle- 
ment the French had at Port-Royal, in Nova Scotia, that it was 
reſolved to attack it, as ſoon as the War broke out. With this 
View, a conſiderable Fleet, with ſeven hundred Land Forces on 
Board, was fitted out under the Command of Sir William Phips, 


who failed from Nantaſcet on the 28th of April, 1690, and by 


the Middle of the next Month he completed his Deſign, and re- 
duced Port- Royal, and the adjacent Settlements, under the Domi- 
nion of the Engliſh. His great Succeſs induced the Colony to un- 
dertake an Enterprize of greater Importance, which was no 
leſs than the Reduction of Quebec, the Capital of the French 
Settlements in Canada. This was certainly a well-laid Scheme, 
and if it had been executed with equal Prudence, muſt have turn- 
ed very highly to the Advantage of the Engliſh. As Experience 


has convinced us ſince. The Colony ſhewed on this Occaſion a 
very extraordinary Meaſure of public Spirit, by raiſing no leſs than 


two thouſand Men, whom they embarked on Board their Fleet 
of thirty-two Sail great and ſmall f. 
Wir this Force Sir William Phips failed from Hull, near 


: 2 on the gth of Augu/t, and arrived about the Beginning 
of September, before the River of Canada, but were by contrar 


H 4 Winds 


4 Britiſh Empire in America, vol. ii, p. 54. Hiſtory of the War, 
Preſent State of Europe, 1691. © Burchet's Memoirs, p. 123. 
* Britiſh Empize in America, vol. i. p. 22. 
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Winds detained three Weeks before they arrived at 
This gave the Count de Frontenac, Governor there for the French, 
an ity to prepare for his Defence, and draw all the 
Strength of the Colony to Quebect, which Sir William Phips ex- 
would have been divided by an Army marching over 
and attacking Mount- Royal Fort, at the ſame Time that 
he fell upon the City. This Army was to conſiſt of a thouſand 


Men from New-York, Connecticut, and Plymouth Colonies, and 


fiſteen hundred Iroquois. The Engliſh marched as far as the great 


| Lake of Canada, but not finding ready for them to pals it, 


and the Indians not joining them according to their Agreement, 
they returned ; by which Means Count de Frontenac had no need 


to make any Detachments for the Security of Mount-Royal. Sir 


William ſummoned the Count to ſurrender the City, but received 
a very inſolent and haughty Anſwer. Oe the 8th of October, the 


Engliſh landed under Lieutenant- General //balley, to the Num- 


ber of fourteen hundred, for to that Number they were now re- 
duced by the ſmall-Pox, and other Diſeaſes. In the mean while, 
Sir William brought his Ships to bear on the Weſt End of the 


City, waiting when General 7halley would begin the Aſſault. 


But this Gentleman hearing Count de Frontenac had four thou- 
ſand Men within, and was provided to make a vigorous De- 
fence, notwithſtanding the- ies of the Engliſh Soldiers to 
the contrary, reſolved to re-imbark. Sir William Aing the 
Signal for their attacking the Town on the Eaſt Side, ſent a Meſ- 
ſenger on Shore to know the Reaſon of their not giving the Aſ- 


fault ; which when he underſtood, and ſaw many of the Men 


were almoſt frozen to Death, and the Colonel and others ill of 
the ſmall-Pox, he ordered them on board to refreſh themſelves ; 
and calling a Council of War, it was reſolved to return. Thus 
ended this fruitleſs expedition, which coſt the Colony of New- 

England ſo large a Sum of 
pectations had been raiſed 8. 


SEVERAL Accounts have been given of this unlucky Expediti- 


on; but moſt of them written either with a View to load the 
Character of Sir William Phips, or to excuſe his Conduct. The 
Bounds of this Work will not permit an ample Examination of 
the whole Affair, much leſs a Recapitulation of what has been 
ſaid on both Sides. Yet thus much I think it, from a View of 
the FaQts ſtated by both Parties, my Duty to declare, that Sir 
| 1 William 

t See the Life of Sir William Phips, by Cotton Mather, Lahon- 


tan's Voyages, vol. i. p. 155. Letter from New England dated 
— 22, 1690, containing an Account of the Quebec Expe- 
| n. : | | 


webeck, 
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William Phips, intended well and did his beſt through the whole 
Expedition ; —_ perhaps, neither his Education, nor Expe- 
rience, had qualified him for a Command of ſo extenſive a Na- 
ture. But, beſides any Miſtakes he might fall into, there were 
many untoward Accidents which contributed to fruſtrate this 
and therefore it is equally cruel and unjuſt to lay the 
Blame entirely at his Door. This is certain, that no Man could 
be more ſenſibly affected than he was by this Diſappointment ; 
and yet he made it the Buſineſs of the remaining Part of his Life, 
to diſpoſe all Things for another Attempt, in Hopes the Succeſs of 
that might efface the Memory of the former Miſcarriage ®. 
In the latter End of October, 1691, Captain Ralph Wren, 
who then commanded The Norwich, had Orders to fail with that, 
and two other fourth Rates, to Barbadoes, and from thence to 
the Leeward- Iſlands, where he was to take upon him the Com- 
mand of ſuch Ships as were in that Station; and his general In- 
ſtructions were, to ſecure the Trade and Plantations, and to an- 
noy the Enemy. He failed from Plymouth on the 12th of De- 
cember, and on the 16th of the next Month arrived in Carliſle 
Bay, in Barbadoes. He had not been there long, before he was 
inf „that the French had a ſtout Squadron at Sea, which had 
taken The ferſep which was to have joined Commodore Wren. 
Ueon the News of this, the Governor and the Council of 
Barbadoes agreed that two large Merchant-Ships ſhould be fitted 
out, in order to join the five Men of War already under the Com- 
modore ; and that with theſe he ſhould attack the French Squa- 
dron, though of nine Sail. Accordingly the Commodore quitted 
Barbadoes on the 3oth of January, and cruized for about a 
Week, but without ſecing the Enemy, and then returned. Ano- 
ther Council of War being held, it was therein reſolved, that the 
Commodore ſhould proceed with his Squadron, and the Mer- 
chant-Ships that were then ready, for the Leeward- Iſlands. 
This he accordingly performed, and on the 21ſt of February, he 
fell in with a French Squadron of eighteen Men of War, from 
ſixty to forty Guns. They laboured all Night to engage him, 
and about eight in the Morning, on the 22d, the Enemy having 
a freſh Gale, and moſt of the Commodore's Squadron not a 
Breath of Wind; four of their Ships bore down upon The Mary, 
commanded by Lieutenant Jyat, who defended her very well, 
until the Commodore could come to her Aſſiſtance. At the 


ſame 


n Britiſh Empire in America, vol. i. p. 22. The New-England 
Letter before-mentioned, which was re-printed at London, in 1691, 
in 4to. with Remarks upon it, under the Title of, The humble Ad- 
dreſs of the Publicans of New-England, to which King you pleaſe. 


—— 


with one of the hired Ships, and The England Frigate, com- 
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fame Time The Meordaunt, commanded by 


Boteler, 


manded by Captain Stubbs, were warmly engaged in the v 
midſt 4 he Enemy ; but they cleared rr 
Bravery imaginable. The Commodore finding the great Diſpro- 
to Strength, his Squadron coakiſling then but of ſeven 
that the Merchant-Ships, which were under his Care, 
„ „ . ethods for their own Security, 
a warm Engagement of four Hours, wiſel provided for 
of the Ships & Wes wake bs Ori, by 
"He did id it, — with ſo little Sail, chat he ſecured 
Ships which the Enemy gave Chaſe to: And they, as 
tired of his Company. readily ſtood away from him. 
NU =D ee the Commo- 
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7 


1 
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te 
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dore ſaved his ſmall Squadron, and gained an high Reputation, 
this having been reckoned one of the beſt conducted Actions of 
| the War. The gallant Commander, however, did not long en- 


joy that Satisfaction which muſt neceſſarily reſult from performing 


ry Tie of the Engagement he his Country; for as at the ve- 


of the E ment he was in adeclining State of Health, 
ery ſoon after his Diſeaſe carried him off, ps in Auguſt fol- 
IT Part of his Squadron, under the Command of ptain 
Boteler, returned to England i. 


Tus Government — very ſenſible of the Inconveniencies 
reſulting from their want of having a ſufficicnt Force in the Ve- 


Indies, reſolved in the Year 1692, to put an End to the Com- 
plaints that had been made on that Subject, by ſending a power- 


ful Fleet thither, under the Command of Sir Francis Wheler, as 
gallant and as judicious an Officer, as any in the Navy. The Squa- 


dron he was to command conſiſted of twelve Men of War, be- 
fides ſmaller Veſſels; and he was likewiſe empowered to take un- 
der his Command ſuch Ships of War, as he * ſhould find in that 


Part of the World. He had on Board a certain Number of 
Tranſports, with fifteen hundred Land Troops, and had Aſſu- 


rance given him, that he ſhould find another Body ready aſſembled 


in Barbadoes; and in Conjuncttion with them he had Orders to 
attack ſome of the French Settlements k. 


Six Francis left our Coaſts in the Beginning of Jann and 
on the 26th of the fame Month touched at Aude from 
= 3 

, Burcher s Naval Hiſtory, p. 459. Britiſh Empire in America, 


Life of King William, Hiſtory of the laſt War, Preſent State of Eu- 
rope. 5 The State of Sir Francis Wheler's Squadron, was this; 


two third Rates, fix Fourths, three Fifths, one Sixth, three Fire- 


ſhips, a Store · hip, Hoſpital, and Bomb- Veſſel. See Burchet's Me- 
moirs, &c. 
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whence he failed for Barbadoes, and arrived there on the firſt of 
March. There it was unanimouſly reſolved, in a full Council of 
War, that Martinico ſhould be the Place attacked; and Advice 
was ſent to General Codrington of the Arrival of the Squadron, 
that he might draw together the Forces of the Leeward- Iſlands, 
in order to join the Regiments brought from England, and the 
Troops (about eight hundred Foot) raiſed in Barbadves ; to 
which Sir Francis Wheler offered to join another Regiment, com- 
poſed of Seamen, to be commanded as Cn him in Perſon. 
April 15, 1693, the Squadron, with all theſe T roops on Board, 
arrived at Cul de Sac Royal, in Martinico; but inſtead of proceed- 
ing to what they came thither about, it was reſolved in a Coun- 
cil of War held on the 2oth, that the Men ſhould re-embark, 
and the ron ſail to Dominica, there to take in Water, and to 
give the Men, who were very ſickly, an Opportunity of refreſh- 
ing themſelves. As the Commodore was very ſenſible this Man- 
ner of acting would be indifferently reliſhed at home, he defired 
and inſiſted, that every Member of the Council of War ſhould 
ive his Opinion in Writing; by which it appeared, ſcarce any 
Sir Francis Wheler and Lieutenant-Colonel Colt, were for 
landing and acting vigorouſly. The Reaſons inſiſted on by ſuch 
as were for a contrary Meaſure, were, that the Enemy had a ſu- 
perior Force, that a full Third of our Soldiers were Iriſb Papiſts, 
not to be relied on, and that hazarding an Engagement in theſe 
Circumſtances, was hazarding the whole Leeward-I/lands, ſince, 


in Caſe of a Defeat, they had not a ſufficient Force left to defend 


them. Theſe were chiefly inſiſted on by General Codrington, 
who declared, however, that he was ready to attempt Dominica, 
provided the Fleet could remain in thoſe Parts ſix Weeks or two 
Months; but this being inconſiſtent with the Commodore's In- 
ſtructions, and the Troops from Barbadoes impatient to return, 
was not, indeed could not be, complied with l. 2 
Six Francis, towards the latter End of May, failed for Ve- 
England, and arrived at Boſton on the 12th of wan He imme- 
diately propoſed to Sir William Phips, then Governor, the at- 
tacking Quebec a ſecond Time. But though nothing could have 
been more agreeable to that brave and Public- ſpirited Man, yet as 
Circumſtances ſtood, he could not cloſe with it. Such an = 
dition required a Strength of four thouſand Men at leaft, and 
— _- 


1 The French made a grand Affair of this, and have drawn up fine 
Accounts of their Repulſing and Defeating the Engliſh, though there 
happened but two flight Skirmiſhes. Journal Hiſtorique de Louig 
XIV. p. 172. Hiſtoire Militaire, par M. Quincy, Tom. ii. Hil- 
toire de Louis XIV. Tom. v. 
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theſe (having had no previous Notice) the Governor could not poſ- 
ſibly draw together by the Beginning of July, which was the lateſt 
a Fleet thus employed could fail ; and therefore this grand Deſign 
appearing every Way impracticable, was dropt by thoſe two Men, 
| who of all others had it moſt at Heart. is Diſappointment 
determined the Commodore to quit Beſfon as ſoon as poflible ; 
and therefore on the 3d of Auguſt he left that Place, and ls 
ed for Newfoundland, reſolving to attempt ſomething there wor- 
thy of the Force with which he left England, and the Honour al- 
lowed him of ſpreading the Unicn Flag, from a View to the Advan- 
tages which, it was not doubted, would reſult to the Nation from 
his Expedition. On the 18th of Auguſt he arrived at Placentia, 
and found the Enemy much ſtronger there than he expected; for, 
in the firſt Place, the Town was well fortified ; next, there were 
in the Harbour ſeveral ſtout Privateers, the Haven itſelf excellent- 
Iy provided with Batteries, heavy Cannon, Booms, c. with at 
leaſt two thouſand Soldiers and Inhabitants, well diſciplined, and 
moſt of them Old Buccaneers. Sir Francis, however, was not 
to be diſcou ; he called a Council of War, laid down the 
Method in which the Place ought to be attacked at once by Sea 
and Land, and took upon himſelf the going in with the Men of 
War to batter the great Fort, which was the moſt dangerous Part 
of the Undertaking. However, as there were eleven Land to fix 
| Sea-Officers in this Council, reſolved the Whole to be im- 
poſlible and impracticable. Sir Francis M beler was exceedingly 
chagrined at this new Diſgrace, but to ſhew how little this Inacti- 
vity agreed with his Diſpoſition, he gave Orders for deſtroying the 
French Fiſhery at St. Peter's ; which was done effectually, and fo 
that it was not ſoon recovered n. 
On the 28th of Auguſt, he failed from the Bay of Bulls in 

Newfoundland for England, where he did not arrive till the 18th 
of October following, his Ships in a bad, and his Men in a much 
| worſe Condition, ſo that they were ſcarce able to navigate them. 
Yet as unfortunate as this Expedition proved from firſt to laſt, Sir 
Francis Wheler never fell under the leaſt Cenſure. The Ac- 
counts he tranſmitted home, joined to the Letters from the re- 
ſpective Colonies, and the Extracts of Proceedings in Councils of 
War, juſtified him fo clearly, and ſet his Courage and Conduct 
in ſo fair a Light, that, when he arrived at Portſmouth, he had 
the Satisfaction of finding a Commiſſion, appointing him Rear- 
Admiral of the Red; a Preferment, which as it was obtained 


purely 


m Burchet's Memoirs, p. 171, 172. Britiſh Empire in America, 
Life of King William, Preſent State of Europe, Hiſtory of the War. 
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purely by Merit, ſo it never expoſed him to Envy. But to 
look 4 to another Coaſt. 

Tut Reyal- African Company finding themſelves much diſ- 
turbed in their Trade, by the new Settlements of the French in 
the Mouth of the River Sennegal, and having exact Intelligence 
of the Schemes concerted by that Nation for extending their on 
Trade in thoſe Parts, and deſtroying ours, reſolved to exert the 


great Force had in Guinea, to ſecure themſelves from all 
_ theſe Apprehenſions, by attacking the Enemy immediately, and 
if poſſible, diſpoſſeſſing them of their Settlements before they could 


in any Intelligence of the Defign. If on their forming this 
Froj „they had applied themſelves to the Adminiſtration, and 
had either procured Aſſiſtance for the Execution of it, or Aſſu- 


rance of having their Conqueſts protected, they had certainly car- 


ried their Point, and the French been beaten out of that advanta- 
geous Trade, perhaps, for ever. But they were at this Time fo 


much afraid of the Enemy's penetrating into whatever was tranſ- 
ated at the Secretary's Office, that the African Company reſolved 
without communicating their Secret to 
iew they ſent Orders to Fohn Booker, 
Eſq ; then Agent General in Guinea, to attempt, if he found it 


to riſque this Undertaki 
Body. With this 


practicable, the Deſign they had formed ; and, that he might be 
fatisfied as to the Authority upon which he acted, they ſent him a 
Copy of the Commiſſion they had received from the King and 


Queen, empowering them to commit Hoſtilities, and annoy the 
Enemy in all Places within their Juriſdiction “. 


Mx. Booker, upon Receipt of theſe Letters and this Commiſ- 
ſion, immediately applied himſelf to executed what the Com- 


pany directed, and in the Month of December, 1692, having 


drawn together a ſufficient Force, he embarked them on Board the 


Company's Ships and Sloops, and failing from the River of Gambia, 
arrived in the Mouth of the River of Sennegal on New-Year's- 


Day, 1693 . Having with ſome Difficulty got over the Bar, he 
made the Diſpoſitions for attacking Fort Bourbon; but 
the Governor, M. Dumoulin, knowing his own Condition beſt, 
and that he muſt ſoon be compelled to ſurrender, ſent to Mr. 
Booker to demand Terms, upon which he offered immediately to, 
give up the Place. This Propoſition was accepted, and the Eng- 


liſb that Evening entered into Poſſeſſion of the Fort, which the 


French 


2 Burchet's Memoirs, p. 175. Sir George Rooke's Memoirs, Hif- 
tory of the laſt War. © Churchill's Collection of Voyages, vol. 
v. p. 428. Hiſtory of the War, Preſent State of Europe, 1695. 
? Mr, Booker's Letter in the before cited Collection of Voyages. 
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French had held upwards of fifty Years. Mr. Booker continued 
here till the 25th of the fame Month, and then embarked his 
Forces in order to make a Deſcent on the Iſland of Goeree, the 
only Place which remained to the French in Guinea. He arrived 
there on the 1ſt of February, and after alarming the Enemy till 
the 4th, he in the Night landed an hundred Men, under the old 
Fort, from whence he advanced to attack the new, called the Fort 
of St. Michael, a well fortified Place, furniſhed with twenty- 
eight Pieces of Cannon. They made ſome Shew of ing 
themſclves at firſt ; but being indifferently provided with Ammu- 
nition, about Noon they defired to capitulate, and on the 8th 
marched out with all Military Honours, and were carried to 
223 in Vertue of the Articles ſigned by Mr. Booker ; 
1 ice they were to be tranſported into E urepe, on Board 
the Company's Shipping, but at their own Expence 4. 
AFFaiRs in the W:eſt-Indies went all this Time extremely 
wrong: The French deſtroyed our Trade by their Privateers, 
_ diſturbed our Settlements continually, and frequently made De- 
ſcents upon them, particularly on Jamaica, where they made great 
| Havock, and enriched themſelves exceedingly at our Expence. 
The few Ships of War we had in thoſe Parts, were ſo far from 
being able to defend our Colonies ny wang, Fram ſeveral of them 
were taken by the Enemy ; and in ſhort, Things were in ſo bad 
a Way, that the Adminiſtration at home thought the Loſs of our 
Colonies no improbable Thing, as appears by the Inſtructions 
iven to the Commanders of Squadrons, and the Commanders of 
Troops. On the other Hand, our good Allies the Spaniards, 
were no leſs diſtreſſed by the Enemy than we; all Trade between 
their Colonies was deſtroyed, their Coaſts plundered, and every 
Thing ſubjected to the Mercy of the Privateers, from the French 
Settlements in Hiſbaniola. As I profeſs to ſpeak I ruth without 
Reſerve, as far as I can diſcover it, ſo upon this Occaſion I think 
myſelf obliged to ſay, that theſe Advantages were not fo much 
owing either to the Force or Courage of the French in thoſe Parts, 
as to the want of Public Spirit, and right Management in us, as 
well as in the Spaniards. The French Governors ſeem to have 
had nothing ſo much at Heart as the Glory of their Country, and 
a juſt Diſcharge of their own Duty ; whereas ours were generally 
involved. in Diſputes with the People they ſhould have protected, 
and much more intent on r their own private Fortunes, 
than vindicating the Honour of the Nation, and fecuring the Pro- 
perties of thoſe they governed. In one Thing only they were 
| commendable, 


0 Memoirs of the Proceedings of the Royal African Company, 
from 1690 to 1701, by Mr, John Snow. | 


the latter End of the Year, when they were alarmed with the 
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commendable, that from Time to Time they made the moſt 
preſſing Inſtances to the Miniſtry at home, to take more Care of 
our Concerns in the We/t-Indies, by ſending proper Squadrons, 
and with them ſufficient Supplies of Land-Forces into thoſe Parts. 


ABOUT the Beginning of the Year 1694, ſome Propoſals were 


| aid before the Council, for our undertaking, in ConjunRtion with | 
the Spaniards, to drive the French out of Hiſpaniola. To this 


there was at firſt ſome Attention given; but afterwards it being 
repreſented, that the Spaniards were neither willing nor able to 
join with us in any ſuch Undertaking, it was laid aſide. Other 
Buſineſs intervening, neither the Council nor the Board of Admi- 
ralty ſeem to have thought any more of this Buſineſs, till towards 


Account of a briſk Attempt made upon 3 by M. Ducaſſe, 
the French Governor of St. Domingo. ſailed in the Month of 

with three Men of War, and twenty-three Tranſports, 
ving on Board fifteen hundred Men for the Coaſt of Jamaica, 
where they arrived on the 24th of the fame Month, and made a 


| Deſcent on Port-Morant, which they found abandoned, and 


marching from thence up the Country, they plundered, burnt, 


and deſtroyed, to a very great Value *. But they ſoon found, 


that the fine Schemes of Conqueſt they had formed to themſelves, 


were altogether impracticable, and that the only Thing they had 


to do, was to return with what they had got. The People of 
Jamaica, when they found their Property in Danger, aſſembled 
readily for it's Defence, and behaved themſelves ſo well in an 
Engagement with the French, that it contributed not a little to 
make the latter ſick of this Deſign *. 

Tus Complaints that were ſent home on this Affair, joined to 
the Repreſentations of other Colonies, the Remorſtrances of the 


W:/t-India Merchants, and the Fear of a Parliamentary Inquiry 


(which was then terrible) obliged the Miniſtry to reſume this long 
neglected Subject, and to think ſeriouſly of ſending to America 


ſuch a Force, and under ſuch Officers, as might do more than 


had hitherto been done. With this View they directed that a 


Squadron of five Sail of Men of War, and two Fire- Ships, with 


twelve Tranſport-Veſſels, ſhould be got ready with the utmoſt 


Diligence and Secrecy, to rendezvous at Plymouth, in the Be- 
ginning of the Year 1695. The Command of the Squadron was 


en 


Britiſh Empire in America, Hiſtory of the paſt and preſent State 
of Jamaica, Hiſtory of the laſt War, &c. s See a Detail of 
Mr. Ducaſſe's Expedition into Jamaica, in Hiſtoire de St. Domingue, 
par le P. Charlevoix, vol. ui. p. 37. t Britiſh Empire in Ame- 
rica, Hiſtory of Jamaica, Hiſtory of the laſt War. 
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and 
_ truſted with 
more ſubject to Orders, and better directed, they were reduced 


tent of his Command. Before they ſet out for Plymouth, both 
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given to Captain Robert Wilmot, an Officer of Reputation 
— e. The Command of the 1 en- 
Colonel Luke Lillingſton, and that they might be 


into a ſingle Regiment, conſiſting of twelve hundred Men ; and 


| beſides theſe there were ſpare Arms for another Regiment, and in 


ſhort every Thing elſe provided tbat could be defired for the ſe- 
curing the Succeſs of ſuch an Expedition; and all this was done 
with ſuch Secrecy, that even the Officers, who were to be em- 
ployed, had no diſtin Knowledge of the particular Deſign they 
were to execute, but only knew in general, that they were to be 
ſent to the W2/i-Indies, in order to protect our Plantations, and 

the Enemy. When all Things were ready, the Commo- 


annoy 
dore had his Inſtructions given him ſealed up, with Orders not to 
open them, till he arrived in the Latitude of forty Degrees. In- 


ſtructions were alſo given to Colonel Lilling ſton, for the regulat- 
ing of his Conduct, and for giving him a clear View of the Ex- 


the Commodore and the Colonel were 


y exhorted to be 


extremely careful in keeping up a right Correſpondence, becauſe 
that hitherto all our Expeditions had ſuffered more through the 


Weakneſs of our own Commanders, than through any extraor- 
dinary Courage or Conduct ſhewn by the Enemy; and that this 


might be the eaſier, their Commands were made as diſtin as 


Tux Squadron failed from Plymouth, the latter End of the 
Month of January; but before they were in a Condition to act, 
the Commanders had differed, and all Things were in Confuſion. 


Colonel Lilling ſton, in his Account, aflerts, that the Commo- 
dore opened his Inſtructions in an unwarrantable Manner; and, 


that after he had done ſo, he propoſed to the Colonel, to take 


what Care they could of themſelves, at the Expence of the Pub- 


lic Service. Colonel rejected this Offer, as became a Man 
of Honour ; and the Commodore thence-forward, prepared to 


execute his Scheme, in Spight of all the Colonel could do to 


prevent him . Towards the latter End of March, 1695, they 


arriv 


* Burchet's Naval Hiſtory, p. 531. Colonel Lillingſton's Remarks 
on Burchet's Naval Hiſtory, 8vo. 1704. Reflections on Burchet's 
Memoirs, p. 19. I have been the longer in my Account of this Buſi- 
neſs, that the Reader may ſee what are the true Reaſons, why Con- 
jun& Expeditions never ſucceed, and how neceſſary it is to call Of- 
ficers to Account when they live to return Home, in order to put an 


End to ſuch ſhameful Practices. 
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arrived before the City of St. Domingo, where the Spaniſh Gover- 
nor, on the Receipt of the King of Spain's Letters, promiſed 


all he undertook with the utmoſt Punctuality. It muſt 
obſerved, that the Force of the Allies then in Hiſpaniola, 
was ſuch, as that the Ruin of the French Settlements might have 


been well expected from it. The Spaniſh Governor marched 


Men ; the Commander of our Land-Forces was able to 
1, 200 Men; the Commodore 


debark 


| arrived wichin Sight of the Place, the Commodore abſolutely 


preſcribed the Place where the Land-Forces ſhould go on Shore ; 
and though Colonel Lilling ton repreſented to him, that it was ex- 
tremely hard to oblige the Troops to a March of five Leagues and a 
half, when by rowing one League and a half, the Boats might land 
them cloſe by the Fort which they were to attack: The Com- 
modore only gave him the Hearing, but purſued his own Project, 
and they ſoon diſcovered with what View, the Engliſb and Spaniſh 
Troops joi and continued their fatiguing March, *till they 
arrived within five Miles of Fort St. Francis ; where ſaw 
the French blow up their Works, and abandon the Place. When 
the Troops came up, they were ſurprized to find Engliſb Co- 
lours hoiſted on the Fort, and a ſingle Seaman left to _ 


= Burchet's Naval Hiſtory, p. 535. Indeed this Gentleman ſeems 
to have an extraordinary Pique againſt the Spaniards, whom, though 
our Allies at that Time, he never mentions but with R „This is 
the more injurious, ſince Mr. Burchet (though he had ſo great Oppor- 
tunity) never ſupports what he advances by any Authority. It would, 
however, be hard to ſet the Judgment of a ſingle Man fo high as to 
ſacrifice to it the Character of a whole Nation. Reflections on 
Burchet's Memoirs, p. 48. Where the Agreement itſelf is to be 
found; for Colonel Lillingſton al ways produces Vouchers. 
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| Mutiny muſt have followed, which . deſtroyed 


on Shore. At laſt, this too was performed, and then the 
of the Place was pn eg 


Seamen, and inveſted it on the other Side, On the 3d 


roops, and Men who had a great 
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whole Deſign. 
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it was reſolved to 


Axre this i E. i at- 
tempt Port — commanded in Per- 
a in it a Garriſon of 600 
Or the 1ſt of Inne, the Engliſh and Spaniſh Troops marched 
by two different a LK 
the Time; but with this 

Spaniſh Admiral, out of 


1 
: 
Z 
£ 


of Inva- 
The March was very fa before 
they arrived in Sight of was 2 
great deal of Time loſt in getting the 1 iti 


AEK 
IN ; _ a PLE; 


dore, to ſhew his to affiſt, landed a great 


of 
the Breach being 
in making the 


iſpoſi 
Enem 2 of deſerting 


their 


Children, marched in the Backs of the Women, who, with ts 
300 Men fell into the Camp of our Seamen, and by expoſing 
themſelves to a very briſk Fire, which laſted for a long Time, 
gave the reft an Opportunity to retreat. The Affair was con- 
ducted We Reſolution and Addreſs ; but not without a 


very confiderable Loſs. Colonel Lillingfon, as ſoon as he * 


Z Ibid. p. 54. 
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the Firing, gueſſed at the Cauſe, and immediately detached his 
3 250 Men, to ſupport the Seamen. When Ma- 
jor Lilling fton arrived, the Affair was over, and he marched di- 
realy to take Poſſeſſion of the Fort, in order to ſecure whatever 
the French had left behind them; and having poſted Centinels 
every where, and put the reſt of his Men under Arms, he 
thought that all was ſafe : but he was miſtaken ; Commodore 
Wilmet, at the Head of u of 500 Seamen, followed him 
. As ſoon as the Commodore came up to him, he clap- 
ped his Hand upon his Shoulder, with this familiar Salutation, 
New, Major, I am fironger than you. Aſter which, he re- 
moved his Guards, broke open the Store-Houſes, and carried off 
2 Thing that was worth taking, with a Dexterity, ſays Co- 
Lilling flon, very natural to Seamen *. i 

Tris kind of Proceeding was not like to produce much good, 
the Commodore offered to carry the Men to Jamaica, and to 
leave Colonel Lillingſton to attempt, in conjunction with the 
Spaniards, the taking Leogane and Petit Guavas ; but they were 


weary of ſuch kind of Treatment, and had ſo many Men diſabled 
y 


unneceſſary Hardſhips to which they had been expoſed, 
that it was reſolved in a Council of War, not to proſecute the 
Deſigns before-mentioned ; but to demoliſh the Fort, ruin the ad- 
J „carry off the Artillery they had taken, and ſail 


jacent Country 
with all the Engl; Forces to Jamaica. To this, the Span; 


Governor conſented, becauſe he ſaw the 2 
performing, in the Condition they were in, what pro- 
jected; and of this, r , becauſe he had an 
exact Account of the French Forces that Mr. Ducaſſe was afſ- 
ſembling at Cul de Sac, and with which, it was expected, he would 
march to give them Battel, as having no other Means of pre- 
ſerving the French Settlements >. | : 

IT muſt not be ſuppoſed, that becauſe this Expedition was in 
itſelf very ill managed, and far from being glorious to thoſe that 
undertook it; it muſt not, I ſay, be therefore ſuppoſed, that it 
did very little Prejudice to the French. The Confederate 
Army, in fixty Days, ruined their Plantations for a hundred 
Miles round, carried off a thouſand Negroes, demoliſhed two 
ſtrong Forts, wherein they took one hundred and forty Pieces of 
Cannon, with a vaſt Quantity of all Sorts of Ammunition, and 
Naval Stores ; ſo that there ſeems to be no Reaſon to think Co- 


French 


lonel Lilling ſton exaggerated, who computes the Loſs of the 


* Burchet's Naval Hiſtory, p. 536. Reflections on Burchet's Me- 
moirs, 1 67. Hiſtoire de St. Domingue, vol. iv. p. 73. * bu 
chet's Nayal Hiſtory, p. 537 
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French at 200, ooo l.. But what Recompence is this for 

Expence the Nation was at in fitting out ſuch a — 
the 


in ſending ſo a Body of Land Troops ſo far ? 
nion muſt 3 Conduct give our Allies 


niards, of Engliſh Armaments, and Notions could 
entertain of the Significancy of our Naval Force, when they 
it ſo flagrantly miſapplied ; our in Chief having re- 


gard only to his private Views, and encouraging his Seamen 
upon all Occaſions, to behave like Pirates ? How much muſt this 
_ Miſcarriage at once diſgrace and diſcourage an Adminiſtration, 
fince it ſeemed to ſhew, that all Attempts of this Sort would 
prove as fruitleſs for the future, and ſerve only to exhauſt the 
"Treaſures of this Nation, in order to enrich ſuch as leaft deſerve 
it? I am very ſorry that I have been obliged to ſay ſo much; 
but every Reader will do me the Juſtice to own, that this Sub- 
ʒject compelled me to it. We ſuffer, at this Day, for the Miſ- 
deeds of thoſe Times, and the falſe * that was ſhewn in let; 


ting ſlip the public Examination, of a Thing ſo ſcandalous as this 
was . Reflections like theſe, on the Slips of our Anceſtors, are 


It is neceſſary for me here to give the Reader ſome Account of 
the Authorities on which the Facts mentioned in the Text are found- 
ed. In the Year 1703, Secretary Burchet publiſhed his Memoirs of 
Tranſactions at Sea, during the War with France, from 1688, to 
1697. In theſe Memoirs, p. 305. He gives a large Account of this 
Expedition, which is altogether in Favour of Mr. Wilmot, and was 
very probably tranſcribed from his Letters. In 1704, Colonel Luke 
Lillingſton publiſhed his Reflections on Mr. Burchet's Memoirs, in 
which he advances nothing but upon undeniable Authority, producing 
Inſtructions, Letters, Affida vits, and other neceſſary Papers upon 
every Occaſion. Yet, notwithſtanding all this, when Secretary Bur- 
chet came to publiſh his Naval Hiſtory in 1720, He in a manner 
tranſcribed what he had before ſaid in his Memoirs, correcting only 
a few Facts from Colonel Lillingſton's Book, by which, however, he 
admits its Authority, but without ſetting any Mark of Ignominy upon 
this moſt ſcandalous Expedition. At this Mr. Lediard very honeſtly 
expreſſes his Surprize ; but, for my own Part, when J conſider, 
the Admiralty never thought this Affair worth an Enquiry, I do not 
at all wonder their Secretary did not think proper to cenſure it. 
The general Anſwer to what has been ſaid upon this Subject, is, 
that all Inquiry was prevented by the Commodore's Death. But 
ſurely, this is a very poor excuſe. To an intelligent Reader, it will 
appear, that an effectual Inquiry might have been more eaſily made 
after his Death, than in the Life of the Commodore. His Influence 
was then determined, he could not be hurt by the * all his 
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proper Leſſons for the preſent Generation; and I think it my Duty 
to inculcate them, in order to prevent our being wanting, in the 
ſame Manner, to ourſelves and our Poſterity. 

Trae Account given us of this Affair by French Writers a- 
— pretty well with our own. It is true, that they gave great 
-ommendations to M. Ducaſſe, Governor of St. Domingo, who 
was certainly a very gallant » but who as certainly had no 
Opportunity of ſhewing his Bravery on this Occaſion. In the 
main, however, they agree, that Miſunderſtandings between the 
Allies, proved the Ruin of the whole Affair; and that nothing 
could amaze, and at the ſame Time overjoy People more, than 
the News of the Engliſb Troops embarking for Jamaica, did M. 
Duca ſſe and his Army. The ſame Writers intimate, that the Co- 
lony of Jamaica was much wanting to'itſelf, in not laying hold of 
this Opportunity to make a Deſcent on the French Settlements, in 
Revenge for the Miſchiefs done them by the Inhabitants of this Co- 
lony, under M. Ducaſſe, the Year before, which, if they had done, 
in all Probability the French muſt have been driven out of Hife 


| pamola ; and, as Things then ſtood, there is no great Reaſon 


to doubt the Spaniards would have been very well pleaſed to have 
ſeen an Engliſh Colony ſettled in their Room, as well knowing 
their own Inability topreſerve the Iſland without ſuch Aſſiſtance . 
Bur all ſuch Views for the Glory of England, were effec- 
tually defeated by the failing away of the Engliſb Squadron from 
Hiſpaniols on the 23d of Fuly, 1695, with all the Land-Forces 
on Board. The Governor and People of Jamaica gave the 
Commodore a very indifferent Reception, having had previous 
Intelligence of his Behaviour through the whole Affair. Several 
Councils of War were held, to conſider how practicable a ſe- 
cond ' Attempt might be in Conjunction with a conſiderable 
Force from this Iſland. But after much Deliberation, this De- 
ſign alſo came to nothing. The Commodore in the mean Time 
followed his Buſineſs cloſely ; that is to ſay, he converted the 
Plunder he had taken into Money, which he veſted in all Sorts 
of Merchandize fit for the Eng/;h Market, and took in the 
Goods privately on the Back of the Iſland. When this was done, 
his next Care was to get to England with his Squadron, with the 
great Wealth he had amaſſed " Board of it. He left Jamaica 
ts * 8 on 


Creatures were at full Liberty to ſpeak; and as knowing the Truth 
only was of Importance to the Public, in order to prevent ſuch de- 
teſtable Actions for the future, the burying all this Villany as far as 
poſſible in Oblivion, is inexcuſable to the Nation. * Hiſtoire de 
St. Dominigue. Tom. iv. p. 63 — 75. Hiſtoire Militaire, Tom. iii. 
Hiſtoire de Louis xiv. Tom. v. &c. 
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| ſage. On the Shoals of Florida he loſt a fourth 
War, in a Manner which gave great Cauſe to ſuſpect 
never intended to bring her home . After this an epidemic Diſ- 
temper broke out on Board the Ships, hi- 
titude of Sailors and Soldiers, and not a few Officers, among 
whom was the Commodore himſelf. This Diſeaſe prevailed at 
laſt to ſuch a Degree, hat there was ſcarce found Men enough 
to bring home the Squadron, which did not arrive till very late 
in the Year. I cannot help cloſing this Account by obſerving, 
that Commodore ilmot left 16,000 J. in Effects on Board his 
. own Ship, which engaged his Family in a long Suit with Captain 
Butler. Such are the wretched Efiedts of ſacrificing Public Con- 
cerns to the narrow Views of private Profit ! 5. a 
TowaRDs the latter End of the Year 1696, the Nation was 
again alarmed with the Report of an Invaſion. It was known 
that the French were fitting out a ſtrong Squadron at Bre/? ; and 
for what Service, the Intelligence our Secretaries had, did not in- 
form them. Sir Cloudefley Shovel, therefore, was ſent with a 
_ conſiderable Force to block them up, which however the French 
avoided; and it was then given out at home, that our Vigilance 
had difappointed the Deſigns of the Enemy, and obliged them to 
abandon all Thoughts of a Deſcent. In this, however, we only 
deceived ourſelves, for our Merchants quickly came at the Know- 


ledge 


One may ſee by Colonel Lillingfton's whole Book, how much 
more jealous Men of Honour are of their Reputation, than States- 
men of a Nation's Glory. The Colonel's Account of this Affair, 

was printed but ſeven Years after the Thing happened, and yet no 
Search was made into the Matter. His Words are theſe, 
It would be a moſt diverting Thing, abating for the Diſaſter 
"« of it, and the Lives loſt in it, to hear a true Particular of the 
Loſs of the Wincheſter Man of War. If I am not miſinformed, 
« there would come to Light a great many hidden Circumſtances, 
very uſeful to the Nation in General, if the Loſs of that Man of 
% War were enquired into. If due Examination were made, whe- 
*< ther all the Stores and Guns that were pretended to be in her, 
„ were really on board her; and if the Loſs of that Ship did not 
«© ſerve for a Colour to pretend the Loſs of many Things, which 
*« were Otherwiſe diſpoſed of.“ Lillingſton's Reflections. p. 130. 
s Mr. Burchet confeſſes the epidemic Sickneſs on Board the Fleet ; 
and Colonel Lillingſton informs us, that the Commodore's Widow 
was actually involved in a Law-Suit with Captain Butler, in 1704, 
for the Plunder ſo baſely taken from the poor Soldiers and Sailors, 
who acquired a juſt Title to it by the Sweat of their Brows, and the 
Expence of their Blood. 
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ledge of the true Scheme, which was the ſending a Squa- 
dron into the V- Indies, to attack ſome of the Spaniſh - 
tions in thoſe Parts *, The Sieur Pointis was the Perſon who 
formed the Plan of this Undertaking, and who had been no leſs 
than three Years in bringing it to bear. The French King had 
ſuffered a great Number of private Perſons to contribute towards 


this Enterprize, and the ſtrongeſt Aſſurances were given them, 


this was 


14 as 
» In order to ſupport this Fact, I ſhall give the Reader a Paſſage 
from the Monthly Mercury for December 1696. * The great 
** Noiſe made about Pointis's Squadron, that was equipping at Breſt; 


< and which, as it was furniſhed with a vaſt Number of Scaling 


Ladders, Bombs, Pontons, and other Materials for a Deſcent, and 
for the Attack of Places on Shore, had given the Alarm to all the 
« Dominions of Great Britain, is at laſt over; and thoſe that were 
„ moſt frighted, are now moſt inclined to treat it with Contempt; 
for whether it was, that Pointis wanted a Money-Wind to carry 
him ont of Port, or, that his Project had not received the laſt 
„ Sanction of the Court, ſo it was, that his Majeſty had Time enough 
* to ſend Sir Cloudeſley Shovel with a ſtrong Squadron to inſpect 
* this Fleet, which was reported to be ſtrong enough to attempt the 
„ Invaſion of his Kingdoms; and on his looking into the Port, it 


appeared, there were but ſixteen Men of War of all Sorts there; 
* fo that, whatever the Deſign of Pointis's Squadron was, it ſeems 


to be vaniſhed into Smoke.” i The political Tracts of 
that Year, beſt inform us what the Sentiments of the World were 
upon that Occaſion ; becauſe later Writers are apt to impoſe upon us, 
by pretending, that this or that great Miniſter had actually diſcovered 
the Secret very early, though, for certain Reaſons of State, it was not pu- 
bliſhed. Now it clearly appears from thoſe Writings, that nothing of this 
Kind happened, and it is as certain, from Pointis's Journal, that he 


never 
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ter, however, came to be deliberated upon in Council, and ſe- 


fly the French King dre 

Cree in the Cle 55 jt obſerved, that the Baſis of 

the French was private Intereſt, not public Utility, or na- 

tional Glory; for which Reaſon he 2 they would nei- 
ther endeavour to conquer Hiſpaniola, nor attack Famaica, but 
either attempt the taking the Spaniſh Galleons, or the ſurprizing of 
_ Carthagena. The Senſe of this Obſervation brought over 
every Body to his Opinion, and the Sequel will ſhew, that the 
Sieur Pointis, and the reſt of the French Commanders (Mr. Du- 
caſſe always excepted) never conſidered in this Expedition, what 
was beſt to be done, but how moſt might be got; in which py- 


ratical kind of Knowledge oved much 3 Proficients 
than the Bucconers Peach. T 
"= 


* View, than that of not- 
withſtandin "fo many other Fre were e of. The Informa- 
tions I ſpeak of from France, I know from unqueſtionable Authority ; 
for as the Author of the Jewiſh Letters rightly obſerves, the Engliſh 
Refugees at St. Germain's, were vite a different Sort of People 
from the Refugees in Soho; ; for loved their Country, though 
they were baniſhed from it, and like the Greek Exiles of old, in the 
Perſian Court, ſhew'd thoſe who were 8 to Slavery, how great 
a Bleſſing it is to be born and bred u & Biſhop Burnet 
in his Rigaer of in own Times, Vat. & ü. p. 195 expreſſes a good 
deal of Diſlike to the Management of our Afi at Sea in this criti- 
cal ConjunRure ; but, whoever conſiders the Matter ſtrictly, will 
find all the Reaſon in the World to commend the Diſpoſition made 
| by our Court, for preventing the French from executing their Deſign 
in the Weſt. Indies. We ought always to diſtinguiſh between the lay- 
ing of a Scheme, and the carrying it into Execution ; for the ſame 
Praiſe is due to the Contrivers of a good Scheme, though it fails of 
its Effect, as if it had met with the wiſhed-for Succeſs. Here was a 
Force ſuperior to the French, who had been three Years providing 
theirs, aſſembled in leſs than three Months; and if the Orders given 
to our Admirals, had been ſtrictly complied with, they had been as 
early in the Weſt-Indies, as the Enemy, if they were not, it was no 
Fault either of the Council, or the Board of Admiralty. | 
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To parry his Blow, wherever it was intended, Orders were 
iven for a ſmall Squadron to aſſemble at Portſmouth, under the 


mand of Captain Meeze; and other Orders were at the 
ſame Time diſpatched to Mr. Neville, who commanded our 


Fleet in the Mediterranean, and who was now made Vice-Ad- 


miral, which he was directed to open, when he had taken due 


Care of the homeward-bound Fleet, and ſhould be fifty Leagues 


S. W. by W. from Cadiz. He found himſelf in this Situation 
about the Middle of the Month of February, 1696-7, and then 
ing his Inſtructions, perceived that he was to join 
Me eze's Squadron at the Iſland of Madeira, where after cruiz- 
ing a long Time, he was joined by the Captain, now made a 
Rear-Admiral, in his own Ship, The Bri/tol, and The Lightning 
Fire-ſhip, having loſt the reſt of his Squadron in a Fog, a little 
while after he left the Ie of Wight. On the 17th of April, 
Vice-Admiral Neville arrived at Barbadoes, where he found moſt 
of the Ships he expected, except the Dutch, who joining him 
ſoon after, they bore away for Antigua, where they arrived the 
of May, 1697. There it was reſolved, in a Council of 
ar, to fail for Porto Rico, in order to take as much Care as 


poſſible of the Spaniſh Galleons. Before he reached his inten- 


ded Port, he had that Mr. Pointis was failed from 
Hiſpaniola on the 21ſt of March, N. S. with ſix Ships 
ſmall and great. It was then reſolved in a Council of War, to 


— forthwith to Famgice, in order to take in a Supply of 
On the 15th of May, 1697, the Admiral being off the Eaft 


End of the Iſland met with a Sloop, the Maſter whereof informed 


him, there was a flying Report of the French Squadrons being 
before Carthagena ; upon this he ſtaid no longer than was abſo- 
lutely neceſſary to take in Water, but failed from Port-Royal, 
and attempted to go out of the Leeward Channel ; but in that he 
was prevented by the dying away of the Land Breeze, and con- 


| trary to the Knowledge of all Perſons acquainted in thoſe Parts, : 


the 
| Mr. Burchet tells us both in his Memoirs and his Hiſtory, chat 


Vice-Admiral Neville cruized 58 Days about the Madeiras, to which, 


if he thought himſelf bound by his Inſtructions, he was certainly juſti- 


fied ; but however, this certainly proved the Ruin of the whole Af- 


fair; for if he had ſtood away for Barbadoes, inſtead of cruizing 
there, he might have come Time enough to have attacked the French 
before they left Hiſpaniola, or at leaſt, he might have followed them 


to Carthagena, where, if he had attacked their Fleet, while their 


Army was engaged in the Siege, their whole Force muſt have been 
totally deſtroyed. 7 | 
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the Sex Breeze blew for fix Days and fx Nights together, during 


18th of this Month, in Com 


TX. 
fifteen in Number) and two 


they had not enough them to 
2 two 1 
of Point- Pedro, and the 

to let their General know, 

to ſee what could be done 
return r in a 
Month he took / 


Inchgene of of t the Viſit that 
kept the V 


ice-Admiral FIT 


from the French the beſt Part of what they took from the 
Spamards, which muſt otherwiſe certainly have . 

In order to give a diſtinct Account of this extraordinary Affair, 
5 both by Engliſh and French 


te Hiſtory of Poin hb $ Voyage, and 
— ſed: for 


bring us back to this ns ime when 
Neville ſailed in Search of and his Squadron. 
AS the 12 of Pointis's Expedition depended upon the Aſ- 
fiſtance he was to receive at St. Domingo, he failed thither —_ 


Writers, I muſt purſi 


and arrived on the Coaft Feb. 19, 1697. The Governor, Mr. 
Ducaſſe, had taken Care to provide every ou purſuant * 


»The Admirat's going to Jamaica was another Misfortune ; ; for, 


as it will be hereafter ſhewn, if he had ſailed directly, on the firſt 


Intelligence he had, for Carthagena, he muſt have ſurpriſed Mr. 
Pointis, and deftroyed his whole Force. But, if according to the 


_ Admiral's Journal, he was under an abſolute Neceſſity of taking in 


Water ; this is to be conſidered as an unavoidable Misfortune. Theſe 
are Points I leave to the Reader's Judgment to determine ; for none 


of our Accounts affords us ſufficient Light to decide poſitively on the 


Matters of Fact; though this is certainly in the Admiral's Favour ; 
that he was known to have as much perſonal Courage, as any Man: 
and that he afterwards ſhew'd as great an Inclination to = upon 
this Occaſion, as any Man ever did or could do. 


1 
- 
- 
e 
z 
; 
a 


but what proceeded from his own imperious Di 


without any R 
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Inſtructions, ſo that the Sieur Ponitis met with no Retardment, 
hindered him from giving the Buccaneers the Satisfaction they ex- 
pected; and this produced a Mutiny or two, which nothing 
could have quieted, but the Preſence of Mr. Ducaſſe, who was 
actuated wholly by public Spirit, and exerted his whole Intereſt 
among theſe Prople to keep them ſteady, at the ſame Time he ſuf- 
fered as much as did from the Infolence of the General, 
who, proud of his miſſion, and full of himſelf, behaved 
egard either to the Rank or Circumſtances of o- 
thers . After about a Fortnight's Stay to forward Pre- 
parations, the whole Fleet failed for Carthagena, and arrived be- 
fore that City on the 3d of April. The Force brought from 
France by M. Pointis, conſiſted of ſeven large Ships of War, 
about ten Frigates, and ſmall Veſſels of ſeveral Sorts, on Board 
which were 2260 Seamen, and 1750 Soldiers, in all 4175, to 
which Mr. Ducaſſe added another ſtout Squadron, on Board of 
which were 1500 Buccaneers, Soldiers and Volunteers. 
firſt attacked the ſtrong Fort of Boca Chica, which was carried 


by Afault ; then they attacked Neuefira Signora de la Popa, a 


on a Hill, which commands the Place; they 


beſieged 
and took likewiſe the Fort of St. Lazarus, and at length ſtormed 
the Suburbs, which forced the Governor to think of a Capitula- 


tion, which was granted him on pretty good Terms, and which 
was concluded April 24, 1697, when the City was ſurrendered 


to the French, who loſt before it upwards of five hundred Men; 


neither could it have been ever taken, but for the Afiſtance of 


Mr. Ducaſſe, and the Troops he commanded ; though Ponitis 
uſed them very ill through the whole Affair; and after it was tak- 


en, aQually ſhut them out of the City, putting off from Time 

„ In the whole of this Relation, I reduce all the Dates to the Old 
Stile, for the Sake of comparing them readily, which could not have 
been otherwiſe done. As to the Facts, we have a vaſt Variety of 
Relations, though I think, but two of any great Authority, viz. 


Pointis's own Memoirs, and the Hiſtory of St. Domingo, written 


by Father Charlevoix, on the Memoirs of Father Pers, and from the 


Regiſters in the public Offices in the Marine in France, where I find 


theſe differ too widely to be reconciled, there I prefer, without Cere- 
mony, the latter, becauſe tis evident, that Sieur Pointis had Views 
to ſerve; whereas, Father Charlevoix writes without the leaſt Bias. 
Occafionally, I have Recourſe to other Authorities, which I refer to 
in their proper Places. Fn 
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to Time the Diſtribution of the Booty, and not allowing ſo much 
as a Check on ſuch as received it. 
Many Diſputes have been raiſed as to the Value of the Plate, 
and other Effedts, taken by the Sicur Pointis in this Place. Some 
have carried this fo high as 40,000,000 Livres, and others, a- 
These whom is M. Pointis himſelf, reduce it to 4 — 


is, fay, they 
A 
by der Intereſt c, before the French arrived; but then 


i juſt Noti with which, 
fly, dab Pottery have à Righ 41 
taking all imaginable Pains to this Purpoſe, I venture to aſ- 
| rr ll Pointis carried home upwards of 20,000,000 Livres ; I 
believe I ſhould not err in ſaying 1, 200, ooo Sterling. But there 


„This we find in both Pointis's Memoirs, and in the Hiſtory of St. 
Domingo. The General indeed pretends the Buccaneers behaved ill ; 
| bat the Court of France, on the cloſeſt Examination, thought other- 
wiſe, and therefore ſo I think ought we. 
 ® Hiſtoire de St. Domingue, Vol. iv. p. 146. Memoires de Pointis, 
 &c. Father Daniel, in his Journal Hiſtorique de Louis xiv. p. 187, 
computes the Riches brought Home by Sieur Pointis, at ten Mil- 
lions ; and this, as I take it, was the commonly received Calculation 
at that Time. 4 Biſhop Burnet might poſſibly be deceived by 
the ſecond Accounts from France, which were all againſt Pointis ; 
but, if he had enquired into what followed, and how much Money 
was recovered when this Buſineſs came to be narrowly ſifted, he would 
have altered his Opinion. The French do not ſuffer a few great Of- 
ficers to cheat their Owners, and the Public, by cooking up Stories 
deſtitute of Proof ; their Government is arbitrary, and therefore in 
Caſes like this, generally ſpeaking, juſt, My Calculation goes 
upon 


* bd 


_ deed 


took her, having on 


©. 3 1 


Of King WILLIAM Il. M 


M. Duca e — 
made an unfair 


not only without Medicines but Food; and to compleat his 
ders, he loitered till the 2 iſt of Mey, and did not em 


City, it is not eaſy 
to gueſs how the French would have afcagas, who were by that 


Time ſplit into Factions among themſelves, and at leaft one Half 
of them ſick . But though he miſſed them then, yet on the 
20 1697, being half Seas over from Jamaica, he ſaw 
the Sieur de r EO os, | 


and two or three Frigates, at no great 3 upon which he 
endeavoured to them, but could not. The Warwick in- 


ſome Shot with one of the Frenchmen, but in 
Spite of all the Sail ſhe could make, the Ship got away from her, 
as the reſt did from the Admiral. The Warwick perceiving this, 


bore down on a > Board» vaſt ts the Prod Fs and 


ry of Arms and Am 
upon undeniable Principles. The Sieur Pointis gave the Buccaneers 


notion, 


40, ooo Crowns, or 120,000 Livres, for their Share, computing 


the Rate of one Tenth from the firſt Million, and a Thirtieth 5 
every other Million; and this, by a very eaſy Algebraic Proceſs, 
makes it clear he elimand the whole Booty at 9,000,000. But when 


Mr. Pointis's Behaviour came to be ſcrutinized in France, they had a 


Decree for 1,400,000 Livres more. $ Hiſtoire de St. Domingue, 
vol. iv. p. 157. The Buccaneeers undoubtedly carried away 
5,000,000 Livres, though not above 1,500,000 came to St Do- 


mingo. * Burchet's — See alſo the Me- 
moirs of Sir George Rooke. a 
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; pretty good Sample of what mi 

Treaſures were on Board the teſt *. Five Days the — 
continued the Purſuit, in which five Ships, amongſt which his 
own and Rear-Admiral MHeeze's were included, ſprung their Fore- 
Top-Maſts, and their Sails were ſo torn, that it 
poſſible to continue the Chace with any Hopes of Succeſs v. 
Eſcape ; the French themſelves own it, 


9 2 
To 
1: 


ges 
Is oak 


x 
Ei 


force Diſcoveries. After all, in the Space of about five Days, 
they amaſſed near 1,000,000 Crowns in Money, and more than 
as much in rich Goods ; after which they fell out them- 
ſelves as to the Diviſion of it, the Buccaneers refuſing the Inhabi 


Mr. Lediard ſeems to queſtion whether the Author of the Britiſh 
Empire in America, had not ſet down 200,000 for 20,000 ; but up- 
on Examination, I find 200,000 in the original Accounts. Bur- 
chet's Memoirs, p. 361. * Mr. Burchet acknowledges this, and 
ſo it appears on the ſtricteſt Inquiry; though this does not ſeem to 
have ſatisfied Biſhop Burnet. | 
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Diſpute, 


Squadron it 
French, the Vice-Admiral thought it exped 


thagena, in order to ſee if the Galleons were ſafe, and how far he 
could be uſeful to the Spaniards. He arrived in the Port in the 
ite abandon- 


T 
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: 
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: 
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Dilkes, and her Crew were brought into England. 
Tux Governor of Jamaica at that Time was Sir William 
Beefton , who conſidering that the Fleet muſt ſoon be obliged to 
return Home, reſolved to ſuggeſt the Deſtruction of that Neſt of 
Pirates, Petit- Guavas, to the Vice-Admiral, as the moſt impor- 
tant Service, that as Things were circumſtanced, could be done 
to the Engliþ Colonies in general, and Jamaica in particular. 
Vice-Admiral Neville inſtantly complied with it, and left the 
Execution of the Scheme to Rear-Admiral Meeze, who was de- 
tached from the Fleet June 22, 1697, for this very Purpoſe, 
| with 


; 7 Hiſtoire de St. Domingue Vol. iv. p. 161. 2 Burchet, Le- 
diard, Columna, Roſtrata, &c, 
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. nt The true Rea- 


probably be, their Fear of having the Place of the greateſt Conſe- 
quence in the WY2/t- Indies, and the richeſt Fleet of that Age, for 
there were fifty Millions on Board the Galleons, taken at 
ſince both had been in the Vice-Admiral's Power, if he had 
been admitted into the Haven b. 


® Burchet's Memoirs, p. 369. Kennet, Life of King William, 
Ke. d See the Preſent State of Europe, for the Month of 
September, 1697, Burnet, Kennet, &c. 


y_—— 
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Integrity; who wanted neither Will nor Abilities to do his Country 
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Tais kind of Treatment, after the Pains he had taken to fave 
the Galleons, and to ſerve the Crown of Spain on every Occaſion, 


always 


at Virginia on the 27th of Auguſt, and then he died, 
of Grief, as of his Diſtemper, to the great Regret of all 


Service, though his Fortune fell ſhort of his Zeal *. By his De- 
miſe the Command of the Squadron devolved upon Captain Robert 
Dilkes, who from Virginia arrived ſafely in England on the 24th 
of October, 1697, with the whole Squadron, though poorly manned, 
mole + by bebo foul and rotten, ſo that notwith 
mighty Things in the F2/t-Indies, all came to nothing; for be- 
ſides this, we met with other Diſappointments in that 3 
Tu Sieur Pointis i 


good Account of him, and his Spani/þ 
23d of Fuly our Squadron had Advice, that five French Ships were 
ſeen in Conception-Bay, and they immediately concluded it was 
M. Neſmond's Squadron come to attack them ; and therefore, in- 
ſtead of going to look for the Enemy, they wiſely conſidered how 
in Caſe they fell upon St. John s, they ſhould be beſt able to de- 
fend themſelves d. 5 
CaPTAIN Norris was from the Beginnin 


ing a little ſuſpicious 
that this was not the outward-bound French Squadron, and there- 
fore ſent The Mary Gelly, a clean tight Ship, to diſcover what 
they were. But before they could have any News from her, he 


received a Letter from one Mr. Alexander Cumberbatch, Maſter 


of a Ship taken by the French at Sea, and put on Shore in New- 
foundland, in order to procure freſh Proviſions. In this Letter 


© J have this Character from ſome who knew him well, and who 
ſerved under him in this very Expedition. 2 Burchet's Memoirs, 
p. 375. 

Var. III. K 
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there was a diſtin Account of Mr. Pointis's and of 
bis Squadron's having on Board the rich Pander of Certhegens, 


„ J raviſhed with _—— called a 
of War immediately, 47 no farther Time might be 
loſt, but that without more ado they il i 
Enemy. Other People, however, were 
doubted whether Cumberbatch's Letter 
draw them out of their and 
and the whole „to the French, 
long Debate, it was reſolved, in the Council of War, to remain 
where they were, and to expect 6ͤ—— — = 

OUT 


* The Refefions of Biſhop Barnet on this Buſineſs, are very well 
worth Notice. Commodore Norris's Squadron, fays he, might 
have fallen upon the French, and would probably have maſtered 
** them; but as they had no certain Account of their Strength, ſo 

ſent out on another Service, they did not think it proper 
Mas > Far png?» oy Lon ſo the French got ſafe Home, and 
1 the Conduct of our Affairs at Sea was much cenſured.” In 
Burchet's Memoirs, p. 378. and in his Hiſtory, the Blame is thrown 
intirely on the Land who out · voted the Sea · Oſſicers in the 
Council of War. The whole is ſtrangely ſkimmed over in our 
Gazette, No. 3319, as a Thing not fit to be mentioned. — 

I have with Difficulty recovered the Minutes of this famous 
Council of War, and as I believe a Lift of the Names of thoſe who 
fat init, and their Votes, cannot but be agreeable to the Reader, 1 

thall tranſcribe them. 


A Council of War at St. John's, July 24th, 1697, at which were | 


LAND-OFFICERS. 
1 


Thomas Dore . No. 

Thomas Handafyde No. j 
Griff. May -——— No 

Y. Smith — — — No. 

Rob. Dazyell — No. 

H. Petit No. by. 
George Watkins No. 

Joſ. Hargrave — No. 

ELeven. No's all. 


SE A- 
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ABouT Noon on the 26th, they received Advice, that the five 
French Ships were ſeen the Night before at Anchor a little Eaſt- 
ward of Ball- Iſie, by Portugal-Cove, and the next Day, upon a 
olonel Gibſon, there was another Conſultati 


SE A-OFFICERS. 
Francis Dove ——— — Yea. 


72 7 


Tuinrzzx. Yea's 8. No's 5. 


This whole Buſineſs was in an enſuing Seffion of Parliament exz 
amined in the Houſe of Lords ; when upon a full View of the Evi- 


Die Lunz, 17 April, 1699. 3 
1. It is Reſolved by the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, in Parlia- 
ment aſſembled, That the Squadron commanded by Captain Norris 
at St. John's in Newfoundland, not going out to fight Pointis, upon 
the ſeveral Intelligences given, was a very high Miſcarriage, to the 
great Diſſervice of the King and Kingdom. | 
2. It is Reſolved, That the joining the Land-Officers in the Council 
of War, on the 24th of July, 1697, was ous Occabion of the Me- 
r1age in not bghting Points. 


148 NAVAL HISTORY 
Port ſince they left the Vet- Indies, and that hearing of an Engl:/b 
Squadron in thoſe Parts, they had appointed Placentia in New- 


foundland for the Place of Rendezvous, but through the Hazineſs 


of the Weather, were obliged to drop Anchor in Conception-Bay. 
But ing all this and other corroborative Evidence, to 


of War ſtill over-ruled Captain Norris, who was for fight 
ing, and obliged them to remain in the Harbour of St. oh 
which they fortified with ſuch Induſtry, that when Mr. Neſmond 
arrived, which was about two and thirty Days after the other 
Squadron had been firſt ſeen, the Place was in fo a State of 
Defence, that the French Squadron I of ſixteen 
Sail, of which ten were of the Line of Battel, yet they were fo 
well ſatisfied with the Sight of the Preparations made for their 
Reception, that they thought proper to retire without ſo much as 
firing a Gun, and thereby left all Newfoundland in our Poſſeſſion, 
which was confirmed by the enſuing Peace f. 


Ma. Pointis, however, though he got ſo happily clear of this 


the 14th of Auguſt, 1697, he fell in with a Squadron commanded 
by Captain Harlow, — 

Afternoon. After an Engagement of two Hours, the French 
made a Signal for tacking, when one of their Ships being diſabled 
eſcaped with much Difficulty, and put the reſt into ſome Confu- 


nued the Chaſe till Evening 
Ships 


how 
ch. 


 * Burchet's Memoirs, p. 381. Preſent State of Europe, for October, 


1697. Life of King William, Hiſtory of the laſt War. Mr. 
Pointis confeſſes this in his Memoirs. A Dutch Gazetteer ſays 


Harlow's own Account in the London Gazette, No. 3317. 


prove that this was in Reality Mr. Pointis's Squadron, the Council 


n's, 


77 ˙ n.. ͤ Üůbẽ1ll x RE ] 5, RO OR 


Affair, met with another, which gave him more trouble; for on 
he boldly engaged about three in the 


plea- 
fantly, III Luck put on Leaden Boats to purſue him. See Captain 
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ſhould come abroad. Thus, we have run 
through the of what paſſed in the Je/f-Indies during this 
War, and are now returned to the Naval Tranſactions in Eu- 
rope, in the Year 1697, where we ſhall not find many extraordi- 
Actions to detain us. | 
1s Maj going in the Spring of the Year to Holland, * 
to declare Edward Ruſſel, Eſqs then at the Head of 
the Simirally, one of the Lords Juſtices in his Abſence ; and 
ſoon after it was known, _OW OY him Baron 
of Shingey, Viſcount Barfleur, and Earl of Orford. Theſe Ho- 
nours ſeemed not 18 but neceſſary, ſince his Lordſhip, as 
Biſhop Burnet well obſerves, had the Authority of High Admiral, 
not the Title . His Preſence thercfore being requiſite at 
„Sir George Rooke was declared Admiral of the Fleet, 
— aQtually went — in the Beginning of June, to Portſmouth, 
in order to take upon him the Command of it. On his Arrival, 
however, he found Things but in a ve fry indifferent Condition: 
For though the Ships made a handſome igure enoug h in the Liſt 
at the Admiralty, yet they were in Fact not bl nad, and 
worſe victualled; ſo that if a Dutch Squadron had not happily 
joined them, it is on all Hands agreed, they could not have put to 
Sea. But by the latter End of the Month, the Admiral being 
* moth Squadrons which had been under the Command of 
iral Mitchel, and Rear-Admiral Benbow, he found his 
Strength encreaſed to forty-four Sail of the Line, and therefore 
i” put to Sea for ſome Time, but was obliged to return ſooner 
than he intended, for want of Proviſions. In the Month of Sep- 
tember he detached Vice-Admiral Mitchel with a Squadron to 
meet and ſuſtain Vice-Admiral Neville, who was expected Home 
with the Galleons from the Veſt- Indies; but before he reached 
the Cape of St. Vincent, he had Notice of the Return of that 
Squadron, and did not therefore think proper to continue any 


K 3 longer 


b T ground what I advance in the Text, on the following Adver- 
tiſement, which appeared firſt, Thurſday, Sept. 23, 1697, London 


Gazette, No. 33 

« Admiralty Otte, Sept Sept. 21. Whereas, the Right Hon. the 
“ Lords Commiſſioners of the Admiralty, did receive a Letter by the 
** Poſt, figned A. B. which contains ſeveral Things relating to the 
* late Action of Captain Harlow : Theſe are to give Notice, that if 
* the Perſon who writ the ſaid Letter, will apply himſelf to one of 
the Secretaries of the Admiralty, his Name ſhall not be made 
„ known, without his own Conſent, and he ſhall likewiſe be re- 
* warded, and preferred by their Lordſhips. 

„ WIrLI ad BaIDSEMAR.“, 
i Burchet, Kennet, Burnet, Pointer, Oldmixon, & c. 


it was not 
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222 55 in October, 


oye Ea 3 bee 
their 1 Cables, and muſt ——— * deen in in great 
Danger of periſhing themſelves. Soon after he received the 
King's Orders to bring over the Czar from Holland, which he 
did, and was ſo acceptable to that great Prince, that, with the 
King's Leave, he attended him during the whole Time he ftaid 
in England, and had the Honour alſo to command the ron 
Which eſcorted him on his Return to Holland, in his Wa to 
ue And * Behaviour towards that 


it many Vears aſter, when he came a 
ime into Holland, by taking Notice of many Points in 
Nel Ben, in which he was inſtructed by A Mit- 

Rean-ADMIRAL Benbow failed from Spithead. on the Iith 
2 r 


ire-Ships , with Inſtructions to protect the Trade of 


2 Inſtance in his Power and to 


the Ene- 


my. Wich this View he was ſtationed from 10 to 80 Leagues 


from Scilly, „ remarkable during 
the beſt Part of the Month of May, though be was joined by 5 
Ships of War more, and therefore he returned to St. Helen's a- 
bout the 21ſt of that Month, from whence he failed again on the 


24th, with four Third Rates and two Fire-Ships, for his former 
Station; and after having ſeen two Ea/t-India Ships pretty far 


out to Sea, he received — as to our home ward 


k Burchet's Memoirs, p. 392. ' Life of Peer the Gro 
394- = London Gazette, No. 3 Burchet ſays, Api 
10, but I prefer the Authority rf w/e in which I find an 
Article that deſerves a Place here, and therefore I ſhall tranſcribe it. 
* Newcaſtle, April 10, Yeſterday Morning came to our Bar, eight 
Colliers from London; one of them belonging to this Town, 


0 Charles Newton, Maſter, laden with Merchant Goods, and car- 


“ rying twelve Guns, was, in her Voyage here, attacked by a 
French Privateer of fourteen Guns, and four Patteraroes ; Captain 


« —— a vigorous Defence, and another of the Merchant- 
i 


coming to his Aſſiſtance, they boarded the faid Privateer, 
took her, and have brought her into this Harbour : of the French, 
— three were killed in the Fight, and the reſt ſixty · ſix in Num · 
ce WY are brought aſhore, ſeveral of which are wounded, and the 
« Captain ſo dangerouſly, that tis thought he will hardly recover. 
är who, ſeeing his 


as :- Companion come off fo i, fell a-Stern, and ſtood off to Sa. 


. Wy *© 
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Jamaica Ships, as induced him to repair to P h; in 
ing which, he had the good Fortune to join the Virginia and 
-India and their particular Convoys, off the Lizard ; 
after meeting Vice-Admiral Mitchel off the Start, he 
im directed to repair to Plymouth, with the Merchant- 
he received Orders from Sir George Rooke, to re- 
Fleet then paſſing Weſtward, and to take Care for 
a Convoy with the Trade. But theſe Orders 
ied by others from the Lords of the Admiralty, 
dated the roth of July, and he, in Obedience to them, proceed- 
ed to the ron before Dunkirk, which Captain Beaumont had 
a conſiderable Time before, conſiſting of ſix Third 
Rates, beſides The Newark, two Fourth, one Fifth, and two 
ire-ſhips ; but three of thoſe Third Rates were called off to the 
Downs by the Lords of the Admiralty . 
Tus Admiral, as ſoon as he arrived with his Squadron, 
went in Perſon, with his Boat, before the Pier-Heads of Dun- 
kirk ; where, though he diſcovered not one Veſſel in the Road, 
fifteen or ſixteen Sail of great Ships within, one of 
which bore a Flag. With Captain Beaumont he found two Or- 
from the Lords of the Admiralty, the firſt — conn 
and burn Dubart's Ships, wherever he could find „ex- 
under the Command of the Forts in Norway or Stueden; 
other, tc Orders he might receive from his Majeſty, 
On the 3oth of July Rear-Admiral 
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the 
them; and the other in or near Offend Road, 
ubart ſhould attempt to paſs out, either at the North 
they might the better diſcover him: But no 
y the Dutch Flag, than that his Ships 
ndition to purſue him. 

Tart French Ships at Dunkirk were in all Eleven, from 52 to 
26 Guns; and about the Beginning of Auguſt they were all ex- 
cept Mr. Dubart's own Ship, hawled into the Baſon to clean, fa 


rn 


7 


J] 
7 


t ſince our Ships, as well as the Dutch, were all 
foul, little Service could be expected from their chaſing ; and it 
was almoſt next to an Impoſſibility, to block up clean Ships at 
Dunkirk with foul ones. Wherefore the Rear-Admiral propoſed, 
that four of his beſt Sailors might be ordered to Sheerneſs to clean, 
and that the others might come to the Downs, not only to take 
in Water, which they very much wanted, but to heel and ſcrub; 
and this he judged might be * before the approaching Spring 
ED. | * 


| S4 
» Burchet's Naval Hiſtory, p. 569, 570. 
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would have given the French an Opportunity of getting over the 
Bar. But at this Time it was not 
terwards he received Orders to do it: 


Squadrons 

23d of Auguſt, Dubart left Dunkirk with five Sail, having the 
Prince of Conti on Board, whom the French attempted to make 
King of Poland. The Rear-Admiral purſued him, but to no 


Ryſwick, by which the French King ac- 
King William's Title, and as the French Hiſtorians 


brought this long War to a Concluſion, and it 
5s but juſt that we ſhould offer the Reader ſome Reflections on the 
Conſequences of it, to the Naval Power and Commerce of Eng- 
land. Firſt then, with Reſpect to our Navy, we have ſeen that 
the War with a very bad Proſpect; for though we had an 
excellent „ a vaſt Number of able Seamen, and perhaps as 
| Officers as any in the World, yet the French got earlier to 
than we did, appeared with a greater Force, and managed it 
better, though we acted then in Conjunction with Holland, and 
according to the Rule of political Reaſoning, ought to have had it 
m our Power to have driven the French out of the Sea. All this 
| proceeded from the ſudden Change in our Government, which 
perhaps left many of our Officers diſſaffected, and more with- 
out having any proper Degree of Credit at Court. ant of Con- 
Hdence between the Adminiſtration and the Commanders of our 
Fleets, is always deſtructive to our Maritime Power, and therefore 


inſtead of wondering that Things went ſo ill in the three firſt Years 


of the War, we with more Juſtice be ſurprized, that they 
went no weele. Our Party-Diviiors not only enervated our own 


* Burchet, Burnet, Preſent State of Europe, Life of King Wil- 


liam, Pointer's Chronological Hiſtory, &c. 


adviſcable, though af 
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Strength, but created ſuch Jealouſies between us and the Dutch, 
as blaſted the Fruits that muſt have been otherwiſe produced by 
this Union of the Maritime Powers. Of this we have the fulleſt 
Proof in the Caſe of the Earl of Torrington, whom even the E- 
nemies of the Government made it a Point to ſupport, becauſe 
n muſt give Diſtaſte to our Allies 7. 
Bur when once the Government was thoroughly ſettled, and 
ated cordially in Conjunction with the States, it ſoon became 
evident, that we were much more than a Match for France at 
Sea. Our Misfortunes at the Beginning of the War created En- 
quiries and Cenſures, which were, and always will be, followed 
ith Victories; for when Officers find themſelves in Danger for 
_ ill, they will endeavour to eſcape it by doing well ; where- 
as, if they once find that they may prefer private Profit, to that 
Duty which they owe the Public, with Impunity, they will not 
fail to run into that broad Road. This accounts for our Succeſs 
in the Middle of the War, and the Declenſion of it afterwards, 
when the Board of Admiralty began to feel its own Strength, and 
Naval Affairs was reduced to a Court Syſ- 
tem, by which ſuch Men were ſure of Protection, as could be 
— on in other a 
Fleet 4, e 


The Reader will eaſily diſcern the Force of this Argument, if he 
conſiders the Share the Earl of Torrington had in the Revolution, 
and the Warmth with which, on his Proſecution, he was ſupported 
by thoſe who were leaſt pleaſed with that Event, This ſhews the Ef- 
fects of Party-Spirit, upon National Affairs; for though it might be 
right in them to eſpouſe the Earl of Torrington, who probably act- 
ed according to the beſt of his Judgment ; yet they did it apparently 
from wrong Motives, and with no better Intention, than to mortif' 
and diſtreſs the Court. It may poſſibly be thought, that I dif- 
fer in my Sentiments here, from what I have ſaid elſewhere, as to En- 
quiries ; and therefore I take this Opportunity of ſaying, that I 
would be underſtood ſo as to diſtinguiſh between proper Enquiries and 
peeviſh Enquiries. I call proper Enquiries, ſuch as begin with 
Things, and end with Men: and I take ſuch to be peeviſh, as pre- 
ſame Things to be wrong, becauſe they were done by this or that Set 
of Men. In this Reign, we had frequent Examples of both: Enqui- 
ries were ſet on Foot in Parliament, and when they did not anſwer 
the Intentions of a Party, they were dropt. 'This certainly was ve- 
ry ſcandalous. On the other Hand, Commodore Wilmot's diſgrace- 
ful Expedition, and ſeveral others of the ſame Kind, were paſſed over 
without any Enquiry at all. This undoubtedly was very ſuſpicious 
Dealing in the Admiralty ; who ought to have vindicated their own 
Uprightneſs, by juſtifying the Characters of ſuch as they employed, 

| which 
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Bur notwithſtanding theſe, and ſome other Miſcarriages, no 
1 prejudicial to the Intereſt of the Nation, yet, on the whole, 
the French ſuffered much more in their Maritime Power than 
we, as Mr. Burchet has ſhewn us; and conſequently, if we con- 
ive the Wanting of WT rere IINS > ag ln 
our Power to repair our Loſſes, and the almoſt inſuperable Difſfi- 
culties the French had to ſtruggle with in this Reſpect, 
conclude, that not only they, but the 
vidence from thence, of their being no Way 
gainſt the Dutch and us in a Maritime War. To make 

more apparent, I muſt obſerve, that King M illiam in his 
to both Houſes of Parliament, at the Concluſion of the 
aſſerted our Naval Force to be near double what it was at his Ac. 
ceſſion Whereas, I do not find in any of the French Hiſtori- 


ans, that they attempted to build new Ships during 


upon the Stocks, purchaſing, as Occaſion required, large Mer- 


22 which they converted into Frigates. In this Light, 


therefore, we were Gainers by the War, of which the French 
ſeemed to be very ſenſible, face they avoided all gunere) Enguge- 


ments, and in 
ſingle 


which appears to be the Judgment of B Burnet himſelf ; who, 

h he loved the Miniſters, yet could ihap Bore their Faults. 
See his Majeſty's Speech, Dec. Þ Bei in Chandler's Parliamen- 
tary Debates. Upon comparing the Liſts of the Royal Navy, this 
very clearly 


appears. 
* An Account of the Loſs ſuſtained by the French in their Navy, 


during the War, from the Year 1688, to 1697. 


No. of Ships. Force. Total of Guns. 
"oh of 104 Guns, 208 | 
x of A 90 
3 of 80 160 
3 off 76 228 
' of 74 74 

2 of 70 70 
1 of 68 68 
1 of 60 120 
4 of 56 £24 
3 of 50 50 
I of 48 48 
I of 42 42 
i of 40 40 
5 of © $8 160 
5 of 30 150 


the Progreſs of 
the War, or to do any Thing more than finiſh ſuch as were then 


particular Actions 2 
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ever, it muſt be confeſſed, that the French Fleets, generally ſpeak- 
iderably 


ing, behaved very well at Sea, and that we ſuffered 
even in thoſe Actions where we were victorious, as well as where 


our Ships were taken by Surprize, or beaten as Convoys, by a ſu- 


perior Force. Bur 
No. of Ships. Force. Total of Guns. 
gs. of 28 n 
1 | of | 26 26 
3 9 24 72 
3 of 20 60 
6 BH 18 108 
I of 16 16 
2 of 12 24 
Hh of 10 60 
= 7 of ; = 
Total 59 Total 2,244 


1 The Loſs ſuſtained by the Engliſh in their Navy, during the War, 


No. of Ships. Force. Total of Guns. 
F 70 Guns. =— 
V 
2 of 4 
1 46 46 
3 of 42 126 
3 of 36 108 
6 of 32 192 
24 — 
, of 18 36 
2 of 16 32 
2 of 12 24 
18 of 10 110 
5 of 8 40 
I of 6 3 
4 of 4 DR 
Total us 8 Total 1,112 


The Number of Guns on board the French Ships, which were ei- 
ther taken or burnt, more than in the Englith, were 1,132, and moſt 
of them much Superior in their Nature. | 
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only than the French, (for that m 
than ever we wht, © 
our 


in a great 


ly 
much, * w—_— 838 avour. To this we may 
| add that Spirit ine and Corruption which prevailed among 
the Sea- Officers at this Time, and which too often induced them 
to conſider their Commiſſions rather as Powers given them to 
provide for themſelves and their Families, than as Truſts re- 

ived for the Benefit of the Public. We muſt not forget in 


F 
ſuch 


as had 

to the Public 
| erving their Settlements at St. Domingo, 
they might have been driven with the Eaſe 


1 by their Invaſions; and in Reſpect of k is no tak evident, 
that the Spaniards were not ſo much to blame as wen. But, 
after all, the principal Source of theſe Miſchiefs was the Neceſſity 
both the Dutch and we were under of fitting out ſuch great 
Fleets every Year, whereby all our Seamen were in a Manner 

| | = employed 


where it is own'd, that a Storm preſerved them in the beginning of 
the Year, 1698, from a Deſcent from Jamaica ; and that the News 
of the Peace of Ryſwick came ſo opportunely, as to preſerve them 
from being totally deſtroyed by the Spaniards, who had already paſ- 

ſed the Mountains, with a Body of between five and fix hundred Men 

Hiſtoire de S. Domingue. Vol. iv. p. 177. | 


„ This appears plainly from the French Hiſtory of that Iſland, 
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: 
Ir 


eli 
TH 


Diſtaſte againſt, ſuch as had the Direction 
on lent the War, and a univerſal . 
See ho ir Keats of the Hite of cur Affairs 

luſion, we need not wonder that à Peace, 
ve 


; 


: 


8 


: 
] 


Fe 
{1 


particular. That it did do ſo, may appear from the Go 8 
ca a f 

known the French 
at Paris, two Days 


which were ſent 
his Ma 

of 
bf hs Treaty, that the French duet Medals, 

of this „ that the Frenc magnifying their 
Succeſs = War, and their demonſtrating eln Match 
for all the reſt of Europe; ſince if they had really been ſo vic- 
torious, and had gained ſuch Advantages, the Wonder was, that they 
ſhould ſtoop to ſuch .a Peace v. But though it may be true, 
that in many Reſpects the French had the Advantage in this 
War, yet undoubtedly they foreſaw they were unable to ſup- 
| | port 


_ » Kennet, Burnet, Oldmixon, Life of King William, Preſent 
State of Europe. *The Gazettes came out in thoſe Days, on 
Mondays and Thurſdays. This Paper, ſaid to be printed by Autho- 
rity, is dated, Whitehall, October 26, which was Tueſday. It is 
printed but on one Side, and the French King's Proclamation is in Ita- 
lick, in order to render it the more remarkable. The ſame Thing, 
had been done on the Exchange of the Ratifications, October 18th 
1697. But that was in the Nature of a Poſt-Gazette, / Hiſtoire 
de Louis XIV. Tom. v. Hiſtoire Militaire, &c. 
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ſo vaſt an Expence it brought upon them ; and as their 
kink cnccented nach faſter in Proportion than that of the 


| Ir miſt therefore be allowed to the Honour of this Reign, 
and of this Adminiſtration, that, however they managed 
War, they gained by the Peace all, and indeed more than could 
de expected. By the fourth Article the French King engages his 
Word and Faith, not to diſturb the King of Great Britain 
any of his Dominions, nor to aſſiſt direly or indirealy, any of 
Content hm. the ded Shelter to any Rebels 
fth, the free Uſe of Com- 

of both 


— che Doors of which are ſhut by the Plenipotentiaries. 

the Temple there is an Altar, on which a Sow is offered. The Legend, 
Cæſa Firmabant Fœdera Porca, alluding to the Cuſtom of the Ro- 
mans ; who, on the Concluſion of a Peace, ſacrificed a Swine. On 
the Door of the Temple ſtands, Jano Sacrum, i. e. Sacred to Janus. 
On the Reverſe, are the Arms of the ſeveral Powers comprehended in 
the Treaty ; and in the Centre, the Royal Caſtle of Ryſwick, with 
this Inſcription, Ryſwick, Gulielmi III. Dei Gratia Magnz Britanniz 
Regis Palatium, i. e. The Palace of Willam the — by the 
3 God, „ 
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CHAP. Il. 


The Naval Hi 2. of GREAT BrITAIN continued throughout 
— 7 __ WIILIAN III. with an Account of the 

Tranſadtions i in Relation to our Commerce and 
Pl ions, and the Memoirs of ſuch eminent Seamen as flow 
riſbed within this Period of Time. 


Affair of the Eaſ-India Company in Scotland has been 
mentioned in the former Chapter; but I did not inſiſt 
it chen, becauſe it would have interrupted the Thread of 
„and becauſe I apprehended it would come in more 

It is certain, even at this Diſtance of Time, a 
Subject, eſpecially for one who profeſſes to follow 

of all Parties and Characters whatſoever. 


f 


Mi 
1185 
1 1 


But the Pleaſure Cn reſults from acting fairly in Matters of 
this _— ufficient Compenſation for any Riſque that a 
Joey bogs 


Impartiality ; and therefore I ſhall lay the 
State of this n as it — 


Revolution brought back to Scotland ſeveral worthy Patriots, 
the Jealouſy of former Reigns had driven into Holland, 
y and _ CO. ko og K. the 2 OO 
thought of nothing ſo much as pu rade 
which had been hitherto in a 1 — 
Foot. With this View they PR in 1693, 

the Encouragement of foreign Com- 


Ht 


I! 


ps andy Cine © WE TON grocnmnd apes bn 


1695, for ſetting up an Eaſt - India Company. When this was 
7 was found requiſite to take in Subſcriptions ; and, as it 
not eaſy to find Money enough in Scotland for the carrying 
penſive a Deſign, the Company's Agents endeavoured to 
procure Subſcriptions abroad, particularly at London, Hamburgh, 
and Amſterdam, in which they were certainly ſufficiently Ge, 
ed both by the Royal and Legiſlative Authority. But as the car- 
this Scheme into Execution gave great Umbrage to the 

Bot nd Companies in England and Holland, they took, as it 
ery natural for them to do, the beſt Meaſures they could =_ 

kinder a the Succeſs of theſe Applications. This, however, had 


ſome very untoward Conſequences, ſince theſe Companies could 


effect but by the d of their reſpective Govern- 
eans his 


ments; this jeſty's Name, as King of Eng- 


land, and 4 Sto Whole of Helland, came to be made uſe of, to 
thwart thoſe Deſigns which actually had his Sanction as King of 


Scotland. This, as might have dem cally foreſcen, — 
King 
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King William prodigiouſly, for it forced him to act in a Manner 
little ſuitable to his Inclinations, fince on an Application of the 
Scots, he was obliged to promiſe that he would not countenance 
any ſuch Attempts to their Prejudice; and to gratify the Engliþ 
and Dutch, he found himſelf obliged to part with two very uſe- 
ful and able Miniſters, the Marquis of Tweedale and Secretary 
| Fohnſon; becauſe the former had given the Royal 


y 
eps ſerved only to palliate Things 
of healing the Breach, widened it, as will be { 
Is the enſuing Seſſion of Parliament in 1698, 
found itſelf not a little embarraſſed with the Affairs of 


f 
8 
07 


offered for 

2,000,000 l. 

IE 

very 

from the 

creaſed their Capital by Sabin of Ide Pe. 
a 700,000 re- 

tence for diſſolving it, was a Clauſe in that very Charter, re- 


ing 
the new 


gul, on Purpoſe to promote this Scheme; which, notwithſtand- 
ing, miſcarried in Reſpect of Trade: For the Old Company, be- 
ing poſſeſſed of the Forts and Factories in the Eaft-Indies, took 
Care to prepoſſeſs that Monarch, and indeed all the other Princes 

in thoſe Parts, fo ſtrongly againſt the New Company, that the 


» Kennet, Burnet, Oldmixon, Life of King William, and other 
Hiſtories of thoſe Times. I have been extreamly careful here, ro 
lay afide all Sorts of Prejudices, and to preſent the Reader in as few 
Words as poſlible, with a genuine Repreſentation of Things, as they 
really fell out, ſtript of thoſe Colourings, which Party-Writers, and 
partial Hiſtorians have beſtowed upon them. ws 
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Ambaſſador was but very indifferently received, and the whole 
Affair, inſtead of improving our Commerce, tended only to hurt 
both it, and the Credit of the Nation in thoſe Parts, at the ſame 


Time that (as I have obſerved) the Act for eſtabliſhing this new 


Company, created great Diſcontents at Home b. 
Tre Managers of the Ea/t-India Company in Scotland, find- 

ing their Deſigns for carrying on that Trade fo vigorouſly op- 

poſed, and having, as they conceived, very large Powers veſted 
in them by the late Act of Parliament, reſolved to turn their 
Endeavours another Way for the preſent, and to attempt the Set- 
tlement of a Colony on the /fthmus of Darien. Every Body 
knows, that this is a very narrow Trat of Country which unites 
the two great Continents of North and South- America, and that 
conſequently it muſt be very advantageouſly ſeated for Commerce. 
As the Inhabitants had never been conquered by the Spaniards, 
and as the new Colony actually purchaſed their Lands from the 


- native Proprietors, and ſettled there by Conſent, it was apprehend- 


ed that the Spaniards had no Right to diſpute this Eſtabliſh- 
ment; and that, if they did, the Planters might defend them- 
ſelves without involving the Nation in a War. Colony was 
accordingly ſettled at a vaſt Expence ; but it was ſoon found, 
that great Miſtakes had been made in Relation to the Conſequences 
expected from it. For the Spaniards not only conſidered it as 
an Invaſion on their Rights, and began to take our Ships = 
it; but the Enghþb alſo grew very uneaſy, and made warm Re- 
preſentations to his Majeſty on this Subject, which produced pri- 
vate Orders to the Governors of Jamaica, and other neighbour- 
ing Plantations, not only to avoid all Commerce with the Scots at 
Darien, but even to deny them Proviſions. As it was foreſeen 
that theſe Meaſures would naturally occaſion great Diſturbances 
in that Part of the World, it was found requiſite to ſend a Squa- 
dron thither to protect our Trade, to awe the Spaniards, and to 
hinder the Encreaſe of Pirates, which had been very great ever 
ſince the Concluſion of the Peace, occaſioned chiefly by the Mul- 
titude of Privateers that were then thrown out of hg | 


d Biſhop Burnet, in his Hiſtory of his own Times, has treated this 
Matter very fairly, and, as far as I can judge, ſet this Matter in a true 
Light. It is a great Misfortune, that we have not any Hiſtory of 
public Companies, which would be both a uſeful and entertaining 
Work. What I have offered is very ſuccinct, as the Nature of this 
Work obliged me to make it. To give the Reader an accurate Ac- 
count of this Buſineſs, would take up ſome Sheets, and indeed the Bu: 
ſineſs deſerves it. | 

Vor. III. L 
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and having been long uſed to live by Plunder, had neither the 
Will nor the Means to ſubſiſt themſelves by any honeſt Employ- 
ment. There were alſo ſome other Reaſons which made & 
ſending ſuch a Naval Force requiſite, as will appear in the ſub- 
ſequent Account of his Proceedings . 
REAR-ADMIRAL Benbow was made Choice of to command 
this Squadron, which conſiſted of three Fourth Rates, and a ſmall 
French Prize. He failed from Portſmouth on the 29th of Novem- 
ber, 1698, and arrived at Barbad:es the 27th of February fol- 
lowing. He exccuted there, and at the Leeward-Iflands, what 
he was directed by his Inſtructions to do; and being informed, 
that the Spaniards at Carthagera had ſeized two of our Ships, 
with an Intent to employ them in an Expedition they were then 
_ meditating againſt the Scots at Darien, he like a brave and public- 
ſpirited Commander, as he really was, reſolved to prevent it, and 
reſtore theſe Ships to their right Owners. With this View he 
ſtood over to the Spaniſh Coaſt, and coming before Bocea Chica 
Caſtle, he ſent his Men on Shore for Wood and Water, which 
though he aſked with great Civility of the Spaniſh Governor, he 
would ſcarce permit him to take . This highly nettled the Ad- 
miral, whothereupon ſent his own Lieutenant to the Governor, 


Ys he would come and take 
The Govenr ann ered him in very reſpectful Terms, if he 
Ships 


reſent Station, in which he ſeemed to block up 
LI With this Re- 

eſt the Admiral " complied ; but finding — 
with him, and that his Men were in Danger of falling into the 
Country-Diſtemper, which doubtleſs the Spaniſh Governor fore- 
* chat, if in twenty-four Hours 
the 


c Kennet, Burnet, State-TraRts in the Time of Kiog William, and 
8 a little Treatiſe, entitled, An Enquiry into the Cauſes of 
Miſcarriage of the Scots Colony of Darien, 8vo, 1700, which is 
not printed in the Folio Collection of Trafts beforementioned. | 
| © London Gazette, No. 3450. Moſt People thought this Squadron 
too ſmall, too weakly manned, and ſent too late in the Vear; and 
many Reflections to this Purpoſe were thrown out in Pamphlets to di- 
ſturb the Minds of the People, ard alienate the Affections of the 
Seamen. But Rear- Admiral Benbow's Conduct was ſo irreproach- 
able, and, though he was a down-right Sailor, his Manner of Acting 
was ſo engaging, that he not only performed more than was expected, 
but turned with ample Commendations from all our Colonies. 


Poms PF Wn a fk cc. ca iae2> a co ac F Oo oa. Ed ates. a. 3 


ma NM w#®A(SLCSS,, » a Da fu. 


Of King WILLIAM III. 163 
> Ships were not ſent him, he would come and fetch them; 
that, if he kept them longer than that Time, he would have 
Opportunity of ſeeing what Reſpect an Engliſb Officer had to 
is Word. The Spaniard, however, did not think fit to make 
Experiment, but ſent out the Ships within the Time ; with 


which the Admiral returned to Jamaica. 


THERE he received an Account, that the Spaniards at Porto 
Bello had ſeized ſeveral of our Ships employed in the Slave- Trade, 


on the old Pretence, that the Settlement at Darien was a Breach 


of Peace. At the Deſire of the Parties concerned the Admiral 
failed thither alſo, and demanded theſe Ships ; but received a ſurly 
Anſwer from the Admiral of the Barlevento Fleet, who happen- 


ed with him on this Head, inſiſting, that, as the Subjects of the 
Crown of England had never injured thoſe of his Catholict Ma- 
jeſty, he ought not to make Prize of their Ships for Injuries done 
b 


»y another Nation. The Spaniard replied ſhrewdly, that, ſince 


both Crowns ſtood on the ſame Head, it was no Wonder he miſ- 
took the Subjects of one Crown for the other. After many Al- 
tercations, however, and when the Spaniards ſaw that the Colony 


with much to do reſtored. The Admiral in the mean Time failed 


in Queſt of one Kidd, a Pirate, who had done a deal of 
Miſchief in the Eft and Jefi-Indies, and of whom hereafter we 


ſhall have Occaſion to more largely. On his Return to 
Jamaica, towards the latter End of the Year, he received a Sup- 
py of Proviſions from England, and ſoon after Orders to return 
which he did with fix Men of War, taking New-England 

in his Way . | 
WriLlE Rear-Admiral 


of Algiers, Tunis, and Tripoli, which he performed very effee- 
tually ; for, being a Man of a generous Temper, he executed all 
Things with ſuch Magnificence, and treated the Deputies ſent oi 


Board him in a Manner ſo well ſuited to their Tempers, that they 


were eaſily drawn to do thoſe Things for him; which an Officer 
of another Diſpoſition would _ have obtained 3. It was * 
e L2 tended 


+ Burchet's Naval Hiſtory, p. 677.  * Burchet, Kennet, Life 


of King William, Preſent State of Europe, &e. | 
London Gazette, No. 3427. This Fleet failed from Porti- 


mouth, Sept. 13. 1698. But Mr. Burchet's Account is ſo indiſtinft, 


that Mr. Lediard, in tranſcribing it, thought this Fleet was fitted 5. 


ed to be then at Porto Bello. Rear-Admiral Benhow expoffulat- 


at Darien received no Aſſiſtance from Jamaica, the Ships were 


Benbow was thus employed, Vice- 
Admiral Ajmer was ſent with a ſtrong Squadron into the Medi- 
terranean, in order to confirm our T reaties with the Governments 
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tended too that he ſhould have ſecured the Galleons, in Caſe the 
French attempted to ſeize them on the Death of the King of Spain, 
which was daily apprehended ; but for this he certainly came too 
late, and though nobody pretended to fix any Imputation on his 
Character in this Reſpect, yet there was great Blame laid on the 
Board of Admiralty, for not fitting out this Fleet ſooner. This, 
among many other Things, made up Part of the Charge brought 
againſt the nent of the Navy by the Houſe of Commons, 
in their Addreſs to the King, preſented in the Month of April, 
1699 ; wherein, after taking Notice of the late ſending of this 
Fleet, they add, That the Victualling any of his Majeſty's 
< Ships by others than by the ViQuallers appointed for that Ser- 
vice, or their Agents, was contrary to the Courſe of the Na- 
«© vy, and might be of ill Conſequence. That many, and 
„ new u Charges had, in an extraordinary Manner, 
& been introduced into the Navy, which was a great Miſ- 
© management. That the Deductions of Poundage, taken by 
the Pay-Maſters of the Navy, for Slop-Cloths, Dead-Men's 
„ Wages, Tobacco, Cheſt at Chatham, Chaplain, and Sur- 
«© geon, was without Warrant, and ought to be accounted 
for. That it was inconſiſtent with the Service of the Navy, 
14 for the ſame Perſon to be one of the Commiſſioners for execut- 
<« ing the Office of Lord High Admiral and Treaſurer of the 
„Navy at the ſame Time. And that the paſſing of any Account 
* of Monies imprefled for the contingent Uſes of the Navy, with- 
„out regular Vouchers, or ſuch other Proofs as the — es of 
<< the Service would admit, either with or without a Sign Ma- 
* nual, was contrary to the Rules and Methods of the Navy, 
< and of dangerous Conſequence. All which they begged Leave 
<< to lay before his Majeſty, deſiring that he would be graciouſly 
_ <6 pleaſed to take effectual Care, that the Miſmanagements here- 
in complained of, might be prevented for the future. The 
King gave a ſoft Anſwer, which yet was ſatisfactory enough to 
this Charge. It ran in theſe Words: Gentlemen, I will con- 
<< ſider of your Addreſs. It is my Deſire, that all Sorts of Miſ- 
«© managements and Irregularities ſhould be prevented or redreſ- 
„ ſed. You may be aſſured that I will take the beſt Care I can 
<< in Relation to the Navy, the right Management whereof is of 
great Concern to the Kingdom *.”? : 


THE 


in 1700, and under that Year, has placed it in his Naval Hiſtory, p. 
729. Iam the more ſurprized at this, becauſe he takes Notice of 


the Commons Addreſs in 1699, which actually took Riſe from an In- 
quiry into the late fitting out of this Squadron. | 


b Chandler's Debates, vol. iii, p. 102. 
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Tux Earl of Orford, who was at this Time at the Head of 


the Navy, and who, as all our Writers agree, governed pretty 
—_— on a Suppoſition, that bringing over to the Court a 
Body of Men, who had been formerly looked upon as ſtubborn 
Malcontents, would juſtify every Meaſure that he ſhould think 
neceſſary for ſo ſalutary a Purpoſe, faw at what the Commons 
were driving, and therefore very prudently reſolved to abate the 
Edge of their Reſentment, by laying down his Employments ; 
which he did accordingly, and thereupon a new Commiſſion of 
Admiralty paſſed, in which the Earl of Bridgewater, the Lord 
Haverſham, Sir Robert Rich, Sir George Rooke, and Sir David 
Mitchel, were conſtituted Commiſſioners. And thus Things were 
twiſted about, rather as the Intereſt and Influences of Parties re- 
quired, than as was fitteſt for the Public Service, which, though 
always pretended in Speeches and Addreſſes, yet this was fo viſibly 
a Cloak for the pernicious Deſigns of Party, that we may ſafely 
aſſert, Private Intereſt was never more conſidered than at this 
Time, when nothing was ſo much talked of as Public Spirit |. 

We are now come to a neceſſary Part of this Hiſtory, which 
will appear one of the ſtrongeſt Inſtances of the Truth of the fore- 
going Obſervation ; I mean the Affair of Kidd the Pirate, which 

y an 


unaccountable Strain of Party-Reſentment, makes a conſi- 


derable Figure in our General Hiſtories, and belongs, in a parti- 
cular Manner, to this; for which Reaſon I ſhall treat it circum- 
ſtantially, and exactly agreeable to Truth. There had been for 


many Years, loud and = Þ ca Complaints of Piracies in the 


Weft-Indies, which, for the of the Profit made by purchaſ- 
ing their il|-gotten Goods, had met with too much Encourage- 
ment from the Inhabitants of our Plantations. This induced King 
William, in the Year 1695, to declare the Earl of Bellamont, 
a Nobleman of Ireland, and a Perſon of very great Worth and 
Honour, Governor of New-York and of New-England, believ- 
ing him to be a proper Perſon to reſtrain ſuch Miſchiefs, and in 
Time to put an End to the Complaints made about them. After 
he was raiſed to this Station, and before he ſet out for his Govern- 
ment, he began to enquire as to the moſt proper Methods for ex- 
tinguiſhing theſe Abuſes, and repreſented it to one Colonel Le- 

- L 3 vingſton, 


i The Earl of Orford was afterwards impeached, as we ſhall have 


Occaſion to ſhew: But there was never any Proof offered on that 
Impeachment ; and to be ſure his Lordſhip's Faults were in his Mi- 
niſterial Character, and not as a Commander. He was very ſincere 
and ſerviceable to his Party; at the Head of the Admiralty Board; 


3 be forget off Dilfiions, and had regard to nothing ut 
crit. 1 7 
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becauſe he could not be fit 
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vingflon, a Gentleman of conſiderable P in Net- Di, ag 
a Thing which nearly concerned the Honour of that Plantation, 
This induced the to mention to his Lordſhip, - one Cap- 
tain William Kidd, who was then lately arrived from New York 
in a Sloop of his own, as a brave bold Fellow, who knew moſt 
of the Pirates Haunts, and might therefore be ed againſt 
them with great Probability of Succeſs. The Earl readily approved 
the Scheme, and knowing how much the King had the Buſineſs 
at Heart, mentioned it to his Majeſty, who applauded the Deſign, 
and recommended it to the Board of Admiralty. But = moe 
Affairs being then in a perplexed Situation, and ifficultics 
found Ars Anh Fleet, the Board, though they fonified their 
9 ing, thought fit to lay it aſide *. 
_ Coroner Leving/ton having exact Information of all that had 
- paſled, applied himſelf a ſecond Time to the Earl of Bellamont, 
and offered an Amendment to his firſt Project. He obſerved that 
this was a Thing which would admit of no Delay; and ſince the 
Public could not immediately undertake the intended Expedition, 
it might not be amiſs if ſome few Perſons of Diſtinction ſhould 
venture on carrying it into Execuion at their own Expence. This 
too was attended with much Difficulty ; but at laſt it was agreed, 
that the Lord Chancellor (then Lord Somers) the Duke of 
Shrewſbury, the Earl of Romney, the Earl of Orford, and ſome 
other Perſons, together with Colonel Leving/ton and Kidd, who 


were to have between them. a Fifth of the whole Undertaking, 


ſhould raiſe 6000 J. for the Expence of the Voyage. The King 
was fo well pleaſed with the Thing, and thought it of ſo much 
Benefit to the Public, that he promiſed to contribute to it, and 
therefore a Tenth Part of the Goods taken from Pirates was 
reſerved to his Majeſty, in the Grant made of the reſt to the Per- 
ſons engaged in fitting out Kidd. But, when the Buſineſs was 
brought to bear, the King could not advance the Money conve- 
niently, and ſo the Perſons abovementioned were obliged to be * 


* Biſhop Burnet and Mr. Oldmixon have both inſiſted pretty largely 
on this Matter. As to the former, he did not certainly underſtand it, 
for he actually took the Grant of Pirates Goods to be illegal and un- 
juſtifiable, and ſeems to intimate ſome Haſtineſs or Imprudence in this 
Buſineſs ; whereas nothing can be clearer than that Public Spirit was 
the ſole Motive to this _— and that Kidd's Owners became ſo, 
out otherwiſe. As to the latter, though 
very prolix, yet his Account wants in a great meaſure the Light of 
Evidence, which ariſes very fully from an impartial ſtating of the 
Matters of Fact, and therefore I have dwelt ſo long upon it. 
I See an impartial Account of the Affair of Captain Kidd, 4to. 
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che whole Expence. Captain Kidd had a Commiſſion in the 


common Form, to take and ſeize Pirates, and bring them to 
Juſtice, without any ſpecial Clauſe, or Priviſo, whatever. He 
knew none of the Adventurers but the Lord Bellamont, who in- 
troduced him to the Earl of Orford, and another Perſon carried 
him to the Earl of Romney. As for the reſt, he never ſaw them ; 
and fo little was there of Secrecy or Management in this Buſineſs, 
that he had no Inſtructions, either public or private; only the Earl 


of Bellamont gave him failing Orders, in which he was directed 


to act according to the Letter of his Commiſſion ®. 
Tuus furniſhed, Captain William Kidd ſailed in The Adven- 
ture-Galley, towards the End of the Year 1695, for Net York, 


and in his Way took a French Prize. From thence he failed to 
Madera, thence to Bonavi/ta and St. Jago, from whence he pro- 
ceeded to Madagaſcar, and from thence he cruized at the En- 


trance of the Red Sea ; but effecting nothing, he ſailed to Calicut, 
and took a Ship of one hundred and fifty Tons ; the Maſter, and 
three or four of the Crew, were Dutchmen, the reſt Moors : This 
Ship he carried to Madagaſcar ; from thence he ſailed again, and 
about five Weeks after took The Puedah-Merchant, of four 
hundred Tons: The Maſter was one Mrigbt, an Engliſhman. 
She had on Board two Dutch Mates, and a French Gunner; the 
Crew were Moors; in all about ninety Perſons ®. The Ship he 


carried to St. Maries, near Madagaſcar, and there he ſhared the 


Goods with his Crew, forty Shares to his own Uſe. Here ni 
of his Crew, who were a hundred and fifty-one in all, 1 
him, and went on Board The Mecha-Merchant, an Eaft- 


India Company Ship, which had turned Pirate; and there was 


every Grain as much Reaſon to charge that Company with 
the Piracies The Mocha- Merchant's Crew committed, as there 


was to charge Kidd's Adventurers with his. He and his Men 


burnt his own Ship The Adventure-Galley at St. Maries, and the 

all went on Board The Quedah- Merchant, and failed for the 2 
Indies. Being denied Succour at Anguilla and St. Thomas's, he 
failed to Mona, lying between Porto-Rico and Hiſpaniola, and 
there, by the Means of one Bolton, got ſome Proviſions from 


Curaſſau. He bought a Sloop of Bolton, in which he loaded 


Part of his Goods, and left the Quedah- Merchant, with the reſt 


of the Goods, in Truſt with Bolton, and ſeventeen or eighteen 


L 4 Men 


m This plainly ſhews, there was nothing ſecret or myſterious in this 
Expedition; but that he was ſent on the Defign expreſſed in the 


King's Commiſſion, and on that only. 


This is taken from his Trial, and other authentic Accounts of 


him. | 
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Men in her. In this Sloop he touched at ſeveral Places, and diſ- 
poſed of a great Part of his Goods, and at laſt came to Beſton in 
New-England, where the Earl of Bellamont ſeized him, and what 
Goods he had left; for this Fellow either had, or pretended to 
| have, a Notion, that The Quedah-Merchant, being manned by 
Moors, was a lawful Prize, though there was no Proof, that the 
Commander of her and his Crew, had committed any Piracies on 
the Engliſh, or any other European, or indeed [ndian Nation. 
As ſoon as this was done, his Lordihip ſent Advice of his ta- 
king K:4d, to England, and deſired that a Ship might be ſent to 
3 him home. This was accordingly complied with; but The 
| Rocheſter, which was the Ship employed in this Service, being 
diſabled, was forced to return, which heightened the Clamour 
that had been already raiſed about this Tranſaction . 

THe Source of this Clamour was undoubtedly a private Pique 


to particular Perſons ; which induced ſome warm Men to put a 


Queſtion in the Houſe of Commons, That the Letters Patent 
granted to the Earl of Bellamont, and others, of Pirates Goods, 
were diſhonourabie to the King, againſt the Law of Nations, con- 
trary to the Laws and Statutes of this Realn, an Invaſion of Pro- 
perty, and deſtructiue to Commerce, This was carried in the Nega- 
tive; but it did not hinder thoſe who ſupported the Queſtion, fro 
charging Lord Somers and the Earl of Orford with countenancing 
Pirates; and, to give ſome Colour to this groundleſs improbab 


Charge, as ſoon as it was known that The Rocheſter was return- 


ed, it was ſuggeſted, that the ſending that Ship was mere Colluſi- 
on; that the Earl of Bellamont was as deep in this Affair as the 
reſt, upon this a Motion was made, and carried in the Houſe of 
Commons, for an Addreſs to his Majeſty, that Kidd might not 
be tried till the next Seſſion of Parliament, and that the Earl of 
Bellamont might be directed to ſend home all Examinations, and 
other Papers relating to this Buſineſs ; which the King promiſed 
| "T readily P. | . 


11s Affair muſt naturally give his Majeſty a ſtrange Opinion 


of the Patriotiſm of thoſe Times. He knew the whole Matter 
better than any body, and was pleaſed to ſay, with great Truth 


and Juſtice, that if he might be admitted as a Witneſs, he could 


vindicate, from his own. Knowledge, the noble Perſons now at- 


tacked, in all they had done. He muſt, therefore, be thoroughly 
N perſuaded, 


The Noiſe made about this Fellow diſturbed the Government ſo 


much, that it was one Reaſon for ſending Rear- Admiral Benbow to 


the Weſt- Indies. Kennet, Burnet, Burchet, Oldmixon, 
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perſuaded, that this was a vay unjuſt and iniquitous Proſecution, 
in Relation to which he had Reaſon to think himſelf happy, that 
he was not able to perform his Promiſe of contributing towards 
this Deſign, ſince that might have given a Handle to ſome warm 
Member for calling him Pirate, as Mr. Howe actually called him 
a Felon, for making the Treaty of Partition. 
Bur how clear ſoever the King, and other impartial Judges, 
might be, this Spirit was ſtill ſo prevalent in the Houſe of Com- 
mons, that even after making ſome Enquiries into this Fact, and 
having not only his Examination, but Aida himſelf in their Pow- 
er, whom they ordered to be brought to their Bar, and queſtioned 
him there (very little to their Credit, or to the Purpoſe) yet 
when they afterwards found an Opportunity of attacking the Earl 
of Orford and Lord Somers by Impeachments, they did not fail 
to throw in their Encouragement of Kidd as Part of the Charge 1. 
In the Articles againſt the Earl of Orford, they make the jifth 
and Lun, which tor the Satisfaction of the Reader I ſhall inſert, 
to ſhew with how great Solemnity the moſt trifling Affair may be 
made to appear. : | 8 
& V. AnD whereas Complaints were made to the Commiſſi- 
* oners for executing the Office of Lord High Admiral of Eng- 
* land, where the ſaid Earl at that Time preſided, by the Com- 
«© pany trading to the Eaft-Indizes, of divers Piracies committed 
e in the South Seas, to the Deſtruction of their Trade, defiring 
$ they might have Letters of Marque granted to them, whereby 
to be empowered, though at their own Charge, to ſuppreſs 
e ſuch Piracies: But the faid Earl preferring his own Intereſt, 
* diſcouraged and rejected their Requeſt and Propoſal, and in 
& ſome ſhort Time after, jointly with others, did procure a a 
* Commiſſion for one William Kidd; as likewiſe a Grant under 
© the Great-Seal of England, to and for the Uſe of him the ſaid 
Earl and others, of the Ships and Goods of certain Perſons 
& therein named, and alſo of all the Goods found on Board the 
„ ſaid Ships. And the ſaid Company having Intimation of a 
* Commiſſion granted to the ſaid Kidd, being apprehenſive of 
56 the 


4 It was pretended, that Kidd would make Diſcoveries, and upon 
this, he was ſent for to the Bar of the Houſe of Commons, where 
he behaved very meanly ; and Sir Edward Seymour, who ſent for 
him, ſaid, tl. Fellow was not more a Knave than a Fool. But the 
true Intent of bringing him thither, was, to ſet up another Diſcovery, 
viz. That before he returned to Newgate, he went to the Houſe of 
the Earl of Halifax, and conferred there with the Lords who were 


ſaid to be concerned with him; but of this, the Proof was as weak 
as the Story incredible. 
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the ill Conſequences of the ſame, did apply themſelves to the 
„s fſaid Board of Admiralty, deſiring to know what Powers and 
* Inſtruftions were given: But ſuch their reaſonable Requeſt 
« was denied, and Kidd who was known to be a Perſon of ill 
« Fame and Reputation, ordered to purſue the intended Voyage, 
« jn which he did commit divers Piracies and Depredations on 
e the High Seas, being thereto encouraged through the Hopes of 
being protected by the High Station and Intereſt of the ſaid 
« Earl, in Violation of the Laws of Nations, and the Inter- 
_ 4. ruption and Diſcouragement of the Trade in England.” 
« VI. THAT the ſaid Earl, within the Time aforeſaid, when 
c an horrid Conſpiracy was diſcovered againſt his m—_ ſa- 
6c cred Perſon, and the Kingdom was under an Apprehenſion of 
« an immediate Invaſion from France, and divers Ships of War, 
ic particularly the Ship Dutcheſs, were armed out, and equipped 
e and manned in Defence of the Realm, to oppoſe the intended 
& Invaſion, did his utmoſt Endeavour to prejudice his Office, be- 
ec ing the firſt Commiſſioner for executing the Office of Lord 
« High Admiral of England, without the Privity of the other 
„ Commiſſioners, contrary to his Oath and Duty, and preferring 
& his Hopes of Gain to himſelf, to the Safety of the Public, did 
<«< order Captain Steward, Commander of the Ship Dutcheſs,: to 
4 deliver over, and put on Board, the ſaid Kidd, mentioned in 
s the foregoing Article, out of the ſaid Ship The Dutcheſs, a 
great Number of able Seamen, levied and provided at the Ex- 
« pence of the Public, and then diſcharging their Duty in De- 
c fence of their Country, and againſt their own Conſent, to the 
Prejudice of the public Security, and to the endangering the 
e ſaid Ship, The Dutcheſs, if it had been attacked by the Ene- 
(e m OF | | 
Tre Earl of Orford's Anſwer will ſufficiently declare, how 
little Foundation there was in Fact for what the Commons ad- 
vanced ; and therefore J ſhall give what he offers, as to theſe two 
Articles, in his own Words. © As to the fifth Article, ſays his 
 & Lordſhip, the Eaft-India Company, about the Beginning of 
« March, 1696, did apply to the Admiralty Board, of which 
<« the ſaid Earl was one, to empower their Ships and Officers to 
c ſeize and take all Pirates infeſting the Seas, within the Limits 
cc of their Charter; and likewiſe to erect a Court of Admiralty 
ce in thoſe Parts, to try and condemn ſuch Pirates as they ſhould 
& take. Upon which Application, the Board of Admiralty did 
ec take Advice, and were informed, they had no Authority 
| cc to 


r See the Articles of Impeachment againſt Edward Earl of Orford, 
printed by Order of the Houſe of Commons in 1701. 
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4e to grant the fame, and denies he, the faid Earl, ever diſcou- 
* raged or rejected the Company's Requeſt therein, unleſs it were 


&« by telling them, that the Admiralty, by Law, could not grant 


6 the ſame; and denies that the Company was ever denied Let- 


« ters of Marque in common Form, to the Knowled 
& ſaid Earl. And faith, as to the Matter of Kidd, in this Article 
c mentioned, he was gone upon his Expedition about twelve 
& Months before that Lime; and as to his Commiſſion, and the 
“ Grant in the ſaid Article mentioned, the ſaid Earl humbly con- 
& ceives, and is adviſed, the ſame were not contrary to Law; 

ts but ſure he is, the ſaid Expedition was intended for the Public 
& Good and Service; and faith, the ſaid Xidd had no Powers or 
c Inſtructions from the Board of Admiralty, other than the or- 
& dinary and common Letters of ue, the Contents where- 
© of are common and well known to Merchants; and the ſaid 

6 Earl doth deny that he knew the ſaid Kidd to be of ill Fame 
C and Reputation. But in Caſe the ſaid Kidd had committed a- 


cc ny Piracies, he, the ſaid Kidd, 18 anſwerable, and ought to an | 
c ſwer for the ſame, he never being ordered by the ſaid Earl fo 
& todo, nor had he ever any the leaſt Encouragement given him 


“ by the ſaid Earl, or any other, to his Knowledge, to expect 


or hope for any Protection therein, or in any illegal Action 


& done or committed by him.“ © 
Burr his Lordſhip's Anſwer to the latter Article is ſtill ſtronger. 


In that he ſays, . He believes it to be true, that there was a hor- 


“ rid and barbarous Plot and Conſpiracy againſt his Majeſty's ſa- 

& cred Perſon, and that there was an Apprehenſion of an imme- 
e diate Invaſion. But the ſaid Earl hopes, no Neglect of Duty 
cc jn his Station can be imputed to him to prevent the ſame. And 
& as for the Ship Dutcheſs, which was amongſt many others 
« armed and equipped in Defence of the Realm, the ſaid Earl 
« faith, That the Men in the ſaid Article mentioned to be taken 


cc from on Board her, were but ſome of the very Perſons that 


e were juſt before taken from on Board of Captain Kidd, and 


returned by their own Conſent on Board Captain Kidd again, 


«© not being above twenty in Number; and faith, all Fears of the 
« Invaſion were then over, and at an End; and denies that the 
« ſame was intended to weaken, or did weaken, the ſaid Ship, 
or the Navy Royal; or that the ſaid Seamen, ſo returning on 


* Board the ſaid Kidd, were levied or provided at the Expence 


& of the Public, or did return or were put on Board the ſaid 
a | | 65 Kidd, 


« See theſe Anſwers in the ſame Collection. They are very indiffe- 
rently abridged by moſt of our Hiſtorians; as in Truth they muſt 
be, fince by abridging them, ſome Facts muſt neceſſarily be left out. 


ge of the 


b 


2 * P - id * 
1 Ed torn”; 4. 9 
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« Kidd, againſt their own Conſent, or to the Prejudice of the 
public Security, or that the Ship Dutcheſs was thereby endan- 
„ gered, if ſhe had been attacked, as in the ſaid Article is al- 
6C ed.” | 
| THtsE Articles were agreed to by the Houſe of Commons, 
on the 8th of May, 1701, the very Day that Kidd was put up- 
on his Trial for Piracy at the Old Baily, where he was convicted, 
with many of his Companions, and ſoon after executed; but 
could never be prevailed upon to charge any of the Noble Per- 
| ſons, who were his Owners, with having any thing to do with his 
RT by tow pale egh8 Feds Lect Evers, hangs 
ent err n omers, char 
him as Lacs Kane of the Great Seal of England, in Conjundli- 
on with the Earl of Orford, Firſt Commiſſioner of the Admiral- 
ty, and Richard Earl of Bellamont, Governor of New-York and 
of New-England, and others then in great Stations and in high 
Power and Authority, for ſealing a Commiſſion to one William 
Kidd, a Perſon of evil Fame and Reputation, fince convicted of 
Piracy, and with procuring a Grant of Pirate's Goods to be taken 
by the ſaid William Kidd, under Colour of the faid Commiſſion, 
in Truſt for himſelf and other Perſons, with Abundance more to 
the ſame Purpoſe, intended purely to hurt that Lord's Character, 
and render it impoſſible for his Majeſty to employ him longer in 
his Service; though his Lordſhip, conſcious of his own Innocence, 
took every Meaſure poſſible, to have brought this Matter to a fair, 
open and ſpeedy Trial. But while Things were thus carried on 
at home, the Nation ſuffered exceedingly for Want of due Care 
being taken to put an End to theſe Depredations committed by 
Pirates abroad, and therefore ſeveral experienced Officers were ſent 
to Madagaſcar, where they had made a very 49 Settlement, 
in Order to root out and deſtroy them; but with ſo little Succeſs, 
that the Government began at 25 to deſpair of effecting any thing 


in this Way, till Mr. Secretary Burchet deviſed a Project, which 


anſwered the End very ſpeedily. This was ſending a Proclamati- 
on by Captain James Littleton, who was afterwards a Flag-Offi- 
cer, and Commiſſioner of the Navy, promiſing Pardon to all the 
Pirates who ſurrendered, and a Reward in caſe they would ſe- 
cure and deliver up any of their Commanders. This ſoon brought 
in many of the private Men, and made the reſt, eſpecially their 
Chiefs, fo jealous of each other, that they could not hold together, 
or venture upon any new Enterprizes. So that Captain * | 
having 


This Aﬀair went off by the Lords appointing a Day for the 
Tryal of the Peers, and the Commons refuſing to be preſent at that 
Trial, or to make any Proofs, | | 


| fiein, and the King of Poland 
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having brought off ſome, and ſeparated the reſt, very ſoon de- 


ſtroyed ſuch as were moſt refractory, and re-eſtabliſhed that free 


Navigation which had been ſo long interrupted in thoſe Parts *. 
I know that this will ſeem to ſome a very trivial Affair to be fo 


long inſiſted on; but as it ſhews the Spirit of thoſe Times, and 


accounts for a very famous Proſecution, I hope the Majority of 


thoſe who peruſe this Work, will not think it impertinent. 


BuT we now return to Matters of a more publick Concern. 


A War had ariſen between the Kings of Denmark and Sweden, 


which greatly affected the Peace of the North; a Thing that can 
1 without intereſting the Maritime Powers. It will 
be ary to ſay ſomething as to the Grounds of this War, 


the Engliſh Nation, and ought to eſtabliſh it as a Maxim, that 
whenever it is really neceſſary to aſſiſt our Allies, we ought to 


do it vigorouſly, and at once; which is the Way not only to 


ſerve them, but to fave Expence to us. There was, towards 


the Cloſe of the Year 1699, a private Treaty made by ſeveral 


Princes, for attacking the King of Sweden, the famous Charles 
the Twelfth, but then a perfect Lad, and even for diſmembering 
the Swediſh Monarchy. According to this Scheme, the King of 
Denmark was to invade Hol/tein, the Elector of Brandenburg 


was to fall into the Swediſh Pomerania, the King of Poland 
was to attack Livonia, and in Caſe the Dukes of Zell and Ha- 
nover moved to the Aſſiſtance of the Swedes, the Landgrave of 


Heſſe, and the Duke of Wolfenbuttel, were to fall upon them. 
This was an Alliance founded entirely upon Intereſt, for the 
Swedes had done nothing to deſerve this Treatment, and there- 
fore upon the firſt breaking out of this Confederacy, his Swediſh 


Majeſty addreſſed himſelf to King William and the States Gene- 
ral, as Guarantees of the Treaties made for ſecuring tbe Tran- 
2 of the North, by preſerving there a proper Ballance of 


ower. At firſt it was thought requiſite to interpoſe only our 
good Offices. But when the _ of Denmark over-ran Hal- 
attempted to ſurprize and 

then beſieged Riga in Livonia, it became neceſſary to take 
other Meaſures, eſpecially when it was known that the Czar was 
inclined to enter into the Confederacy, the Point in debate with 
his Majeſty was, whether he ſhould do what was neceſſary, and 
what he was obliged to by Treaties, without conſulting the Houſe 
of Commons ; or whether he ſhould lay the whole Matter before 
the Parliament, and leave the Deciſion of it to them. Some of 


the 


» Kennet, Burnet, Burchet, Oldmixon, Life of King William, 
&c. | | 1 


becauſe the Part we took in it was very much to the Honour of 
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the Miniſtry were for taking the latter Method, but the King was 
for the former, and with good Reaſon ; he ſaid, the Executive 


Part of the Government was in him, eee 
what was fit for him to do, and acquaint the Farkament with it 


Squadron, and — 
ſailed for the Sound, where he 
+ There he found the Dani 
eight Sail of Line of Battel | 
Paſſage, under the Guns of their Caſtle of Cronenburg, oppolite 
to Helſingberg; and here he received Aſſurance from Count 
Wutchtmeifler, Admiral-General 


into the Sound, to prevent any Miſchi 
| happen to the Swedes. But the Daniſb 
this Side of the Grounds, not only n 
prevent our joining with the Sued; Squadron, 
come down to the South Side of that Channel, 
ture the Fleets lay for ſome Time, Sir George 
pecting that the Swedes would, according to what 
promiſed, have through ; which in all Probability they 

might have ny hard ay n fr 

. S. E. But the Opportuni an under Sail, 
3 nearer to the Iſland Huen. ean while the Danes plyed 
towards him in a Line of Battel, but anchored about age 
three Leagues off in the Mouth of the Channel leadi 
Copenhagen, and the Swedes were much about the ſame ns 
on the other Side of the Grounds. 7 
to amuſe the Admiral with an Account of a Treaty, in Hopes 
that while it was negotiated, he would ſuſpend Hoſtilities ; _ he. 
r which required him to pro- 
mote 


The Reader may conſult our r general Hiſtories, and particularly 

the Memoirs of Biſhop Burnet on this Subject, which he has treated 

fully and freely. The Truth is, the Scheme, however fair in Ap- 

pearance, was like to be attended with ſuch Conſequences that Ba- 

ron Pleſſe, who was a very honeſt Man, and had ſerved his Daniſh 

Majeſty long as Prime Miniſter, could not digeſt it, but reſigned his 
y ments. | 


_— . w_ 


&c, 
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mote not a Negotiation, but a Peace, and therefore being in- 
formed that the Stuediſb Fleet had paſſed the Channel of Flin- 
terena on the 3d of July, he failed the next Day, and anchoring 
off Landſcroon, the Stuediſb Fleet joined him on the 6th ; upon 
which the Danes retired into their Harbour, where they were 


very well ſecured ; and though the united Fleets pretended to bom- 


bard them in the Port of Copenhagen, yet either they could not, 
or would not, do them much Miſchief *. Gates | 
Tn joint Fleet conſiſted of fifty-two Ships of the Line; but 
as ſo great a Strength was not ary to keep in the Danes, 
Part was detached for other Purpoſes, for there were ſent to Got- 
tenburgh a Fourth and a Fifth Rate of the Engliſh, and three 
Ships of the States-General, to cover the Forces which the King 
of Sweden intended to tranſport to Tonningen, on the River of 
Eyder, and three Engliſh, with ſix Swediſh, together with three 
Dutch Ships, were ordered into the South Channel going into 
Copenhagen, with the Bomb-V eſflels, from whence they bombarded 
the Daniſh Fleet ſome Hours, but not with greater Succeſs than 
before ; nor did thoſe on our Side receive any Damage from 
their Shells, or the Shot from the Town, Ships and Pontoons. 
Preparations were now making for a vigorous Deſcent in Roge 
Bay, and between Copenhagen and Elſinore at the ſame Time; 
but the Winds being contrary, thoſe Troops which embarked at 
Ua/tedt being chiefly Horſe, could not get over to the aforeſaid 


Bay, as was intended, ſo that they were put on Shore, and order- 


ed to Landſcroon and Helſenburg, to be tranſported from thence ; 
and the latter End of July the King of Sweden landed with a- 
bout five thouſand Foot near four Miles on this Side Elfinore, 
without any great Loſs, although the Danes had brought down a 


Body of Horſe and Foot, and three or four Field-Pieces to oppoſe 


them. This quick Motion was intended to accelerate the Nego- 
tiations that were then carrying on, and it had the deſired Effect; 
for the Danes, exceſſively alarmed at ſo unexpected a Proceed- 
ing, ſent Orders to their Plenipotentiaries at T#avendale, to ſign 


the Preliminaries on the Terms propoſed by the Mediators ; and 


this being ſignified to Sir George Rooke, he refuſed to let the com- 
bined Fleets cover any longer the Deſcent of the Swedes, there 
being enough already done to ſecure a Peace, which was fi 
on the 18th of Augu/t, 1700, which left the King of Sweden 
at Liberty to act againſt the Czar and the King of Poland, who 
had both invaded his Dominions in this Juncture 7. 1 
9 HIS 


x Kennet, Burchet, Burnet, Le Clerc, Hiſtoire de Louis XIV. 
&. ? Preſent State of Europe, Life of King William, Le Clerc, 
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THr1s was extreamly honourable, and at the fame Time very 
advantageous to the Maritime Powers, who cannot, as I ob- 
ſerved, be at any Time, conſiſtent with their Intereſts, tame 

of a War in the North. If they had not aſſiſted the 
| Swedes, who were then the weakeſt, the _ _— have 
drawn the Negotia n i ir Allies were 
diſtreſſing the King of Sweden, in different Parts of his Domi- 
nions; and on the other Hand, if the combined Fleets had acted 
as vigorouſly as the King of Sweden would have had them, the 
Illand of Zealand muſt have been reduced, and perhaps the 
City of Copenhagen taken, which would have inclined the Bal- 
lance too much the other Way. This was the true Reaſon that 
the Bombardment had ſo little Effect, and Sir George Rooke did 
not affect to conceal it: For when King Charles complained to 
him, that the Engliſb Bombs flew over, and the Dutch fell ſhort 
of the Daniſh Fleet, and that he wondered the Maritime Powers 
ſent ſo great a Strength to do nothing ; Admiral Rooke anſwered 
him very calmly, Sir, I was ſent hither to ſerve your Majeſty, 
| but not to ruin the King of Denmark. Why then, replied the 
King ſmiling, you have certainly executed your Commiſſion, and 
have made ſuch a War as will make a Peace. When the Buſi- 
neſs was done, the combined Fleets returned, and the States- 
General was ſo ſenſible of the prudent ent of the En- 
gliſb Admiral, that they thanked his Maj for having en- 
truſted him with the Commiſſion. I cannot help obſerving 
upon this Occaſion, that when Sir George Rooke was ſo un- 
lucky as to labour under the Diſpleaſure of a powerful Party in 
England, he was known in Holland to be the beſt Officer, and 
greateſt Seaman of the Age. This, perhaps, was the Reaſon that 
notwithſtanding the Difference of Parties, King William always 
preſerved a good Opinion of this Gentleman, and employed him 
as long as he lived in the moſt important Commands. 
In Scotland Things ran very high on the old Subject of Com- 
plaint, viz. the Ruin of the Darien Colony. Things were 
printed on both Sides on purpoſe to inflame the Minds of the 
People, and many thought that it would at laſt have created a 


Breach between the two Nations. The Coldneſs of the King's 
Temper prevented this; he could neither be heated by the 


Engliſh Repreſentations, or blown into a Paſſion by the haſty 
Reſolutions of the Scotch Parliament ; and his Moderation to- 
wards each of them, if it did not bring them both to a good 


Temper, which was indeed never effected in his Reign, yet it 
gave him an Opportunity to keep the wiſeſt People in England 
and in Scotland, firm to his Government, while in the mean Time 


many unforeſeen Accidents brought about the Ruin of the Scotch 
: 2 Company 3 
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Compatiy ; fo that the Ends of their Englih Adverſaries were 
anſwered, without their having Recourſe to any harſh Means ; 


for after Captain Drummond ran away with The Riſing Sun, and 


engaged in ſome Exploits which had too much the Air of Pi- 
racy, it was found impracti to reſtore the Affairs of the Com- 
pany, though the Matter hung in ſuſpenſe, and the Fire of Diſ- 


ſention lay raked up under the Embers as long as King William 


lived 3 and had like to have blazed out in the Reign of his Suc- 
ceſſor 3 as will hereafter be ſhewn in its proper Place. 

We are now to return to Affairs nearcr home. The Death 
of the King of Spain changed all the Affairs of Europe, and 
forced us, who had ſo lately made a very neceſſary Peace, upon 
a new, expenſive, and dangerous War, contrary to the Genius 


at leaft, if not, as the Patriots of thoſe Times aſſerted, to the 
Intereſt of the Nation *. It is certain that the King did all he 
could to avoid it; and that this was the great, if not the ſole 


Foundation of the Partition- I reaties which were ſo much ex- 
claimed againſt by thoſe whoſe ſteady tion to a War, had 
has been much dif] , whether the French King, or the Confe- 
derates, meant to keep theſe Treaties when 
but it ſofalling out, that the French King had a fairer rtunity of 

* Kennet, Burnet, Burchet, Oldmixon, c. * In order to be 
ſenſible of this, we need only caft our Eyes on the following Paſſage 
of my Lord Somers's Letter to King William dated frum Tunbridge- 
Wells, Auguſt 28, 1698, in Anſwer to one written by the King in 
| Relation to the firſt Treaty of Partition. | 

The ſecond Thing conſidered, was, the very ill Proſpect of what 


* was like to happen upon the Death of the King of Spain, in caſe 


" _— was done previouſly, in providing againſt that Accident, 
„ which 

* ſo great a Force in ſuch a Readineſs, that he was in a Condition to 
* take Poſſeſſion of Spain, before any other Prince could be able to 


« make a Stand. Your Majeſty is the beſt Judge whether this be 


the Caſe, who are ſo perfectly informed of the Circumſtances of 
* Parts Abroad. 


© But ſo far as relates to England, it would be want of Duty, 
* not to give your Majeſty this clear Account. That there is a 


Deadneſs and want of Spirit in the Nation univerſally, ſo as not at 


* all to be diſpoſed to the Thought of entering into a new War: 
That they jecm to be tired out with Taxes to a Degree beyond 
* what was diſcerned till it appeared upon the Occaſion of the late 
Elections. This is the Truth of the Fact upon which your Majeſty 


vill determine what Reſolutions are proper to be taken. 
Vor. III. NM 


to think of them. It 
were made; 


eemed probably to be very near: The King of France having 
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with an of charging him with Breach of Faith, and 
forging the King of Spain's Wi 


Duke of An 


Ar ; 
thoſe Times, I mean 
think the Fact certain; and yet I am pretty . 
quite otherwiſe, ſince King William ſigned the grand Alliance 
at the Hague, a Week before Rog ow died. But this P 
tence of the French King's Breach of Treaty and of his Word, 
was very plauſible, and therefore it was very to lay fo 
great a Streſs upon it, becauſe it ſerved to raiſe the Reſentments 
of the Nation, and to excite that Spirit that was wanting, and 
which much better Motives never would have raiſed *. . | 

I would by no Means be underſtood to cenſure this War as 
unreaſonable or unjuſt ; in doing this I ſhould quit my Character 
as an Hiſtorian, and at the ſame Time write contrary to my O- 
pinion. All I aim at is to diſtinguiſh Grounds from Pretences, 
and r ures in this Reſpect from their 
true Motives, rather than from thoſe which were uſed only to co- 
Jour them, in Compliance with the Nation's Temper at that Time. 


The King, who was a very great Politician, faw plainly, "_= 


The citation in the laſt Note, ſufficiently ſhews the King's Senti- 
ments, and thoſe of his Minifter upon this Subject; and therefore, as 
I write at fach a Diſtance of Time, when Truth muſt be ſerviceable, 
and can do no hurt, I think I have a right to ſpeak plainly, other- 
| wiſe I ſhould not have exerciſed it. As to the Addrefſes from all 
Parts of England (in which the French King's Character is very 
roughly treated on Acount of his proclaiming a Perſon whom ſome 
call Prince of Wales, and others an Impoſtor) I can only ſay, that it 
was politically right at that Time to encourage it. But as to the 

perfidiouſnefs of the French King, it is not ſo clear in this Caſe, be- 
cauſe he knew at the Time, King William had negotiated a new 
Grand Alliance, and conſequently ſtood to him in the Light of his 


capital Enemy. The Excuſe indeed he made for proclaiming the Son 


of King James was trifling, and diſingenuous. He faid it was no 
Breach of tbe Treaty of Ryſwick, becauſe he gave him the Title only 
of King of England, &c. but did not aſſiſt him to recover them. 
On the other hand King William wrote a Letter to the new King of 


Spain, to felicitate him on his Acceſſion, though he never intended to 


own him. Theſe are Acts of Poliey, not of Perfidy. 
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the Spaniſh Succeſſion, if it ſell entirely into hands of the Houſe 
of Bourbon, would leave it abſolutely in their Power to give Law 
to the reſt of Europe, and to deſtroy that Independency ſo neceſ- 
fary to Great Britain and Holland, which yet reſults from the 
Ballance that had hitherto been kept between that Family and 
the Houſe of Auſtria. He ſaw too, that the Senſe which other 
Powers had of their particular Grievances and immediate Dan- 
ger from the Power of the French King, afforded the Means of 

combining ſuch a Force, as might be able to bring that Mo- 
narch to Reaſon, and to conſent to ſuch an Eſtabliſhment as 
would leave Things in their former State, and ſecure the ſeveral 
Potentates of Europe, in the Poſſeſſion of their juſt Ri This 
induced him to 2 Papiſts and Proteſtants, to 
5 he Grand Alliance Great 
n and procure Satisfaction to the 
Ne: as on the other Hand the Emperor, and other Catholic 
inces ſtipulated to ſupport the Proteſtant Intereſt, and maintain 
* ights of the Maritime Powers in reſpect to their Commerce. 
This it was that made the whole a common Cauſe ; and though 
theſe r to very popular Objections a- 
mongſt Party-Men at home and abroad, yet to Perſons of Judg- 
ment and Sagacity, of clear Heads and candid Hearts, r 5 
could recommend it more. In all Confederacies the Good of 1 
the Whole muſt be regarded, and to this particular the Vie wys = 
of the ſeparate Princes and Powers who compoſe it, muſt give "Fl 
Way; and therefore if, conſidering Things in this Light, the iq 
general Alliance formed againſt France in 1701, was right and bo 
well founded, all the Cavils raiſed againſt it from the Party = 
Spirit that prevailed here, were equally frivolous and unjuſt <. 4 
Wren the Reſolution was once formed to have recourſe a- 14 


in to Arms, in order to preſerve the Balance of Power, the 


| firſt Care was taken of the Fleet, which his Majeſty reſolved gd 
ſhould be much ſuperior to that of the Enemy; his Majeſty be- 14 
extreamly ſenſible of the ill Conſequences that followed the N 


ant of this ſalutary Precaution at he inning of the laſt 
War. Preparatory to this was the new Commiſhon of the 
Admiralty in the Spring of the Year 1701, at the Head of which 
was eos the Earl of Pembroke, a Man univerſally beloved and 
eſteemed. The Command of the Fleet was very judiciouſly be- F 
M2 ſtowed 9 
| 


© This is the Subflance of all the State-TraQs that were written 
in thoſe Times, and which ſerved as they generally do, only to | 
Puzzle and confound People ; Whereas, we, being now out of the wi 
reach of their Influence, fee Things as they were, and are able to 64 
crowd _ Pamphlets into a Paragraph. } 


J 
1 
} 


of the Month he failed again; and on the 2d of 
tached Vice-Admiral Benbow with a ſtout 
Indies ; and as this was the principal Buſineſs of the Fleet, and 
| detached a ſtrong Squadron of Engliſh Ships 


beſides Frigates, under Rear-Admiral Faefſenare, to 


, 
| 
; 
| 
| 
1 
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ſtowed Rr 
Board Triumph in the Downs, where he hoiſted the Flag. 
He ſoon after ſailed to Spithead, where he was quickly joined by 
the reſt of the Fleet, conſiſting of forty-eight Ships of the Line, 
beſides Frigates, Fire- Ships, and Veſſels. He had under 


him ſome of the greateſt Seamen of the Age, viz. Sir Cloudeſley 
Shovel, Sir Thomas Hopſon, Fohn Benbow, Eſq; and Sir — 
ar 


Munden, he was ſpeedily joined by fifteen Dutch Men of 


of the Line, beſides Frigates and ſmall Veſſels, under the Com- 


mand of Lieutenant Admiral Allemonde, V ice-Admiral Vandergoes, 
and Rear-Admiral Maeſſenare. The Fleet was obliged to wait at 
St. Helen's until the Middle of Auguſt for want of Proviſions ; 
and when he put-to Sea, the Wind blew in a few Hours ſo hi 
that he was obliged to put into Torbay, Towards ons wad = 
. 


Squadron for the 


indeed a Thing of itſelf of the hi Im the Admiral 
under the Com- 


mand of Sir John Munden, and ten Sail of Dutch Men of War, 


W:/t-India Squadron well into the Sea. French 


The Admiral after Rex ron this, cruized according to his 
InſtruQtions for ſome Time, and then returned with the largeſt 
Ships into the Downs 4. 8 

AFTER this Fleet was ſent to Sea, his Majeſty thought proper 


to revoke his Letters Patent to the Commiffioners of the Aumi- 


ralty, and to appoint the Right Honourable Thomas Earl of Pem- 


broke and Montgomery, Lord High Admiral of England and [rc- 
land, and of the foreign Plantations. The Deſign of this Pro- 


motion 


* Kennet, Burchet, Burnet, &c. theſe People ſeem to find Fault 
with Sir George Rooke, on Account of his doing little, while he was 
at Sea with ſo great a Fleet. But the Merit of this Admiral was, 
that he always knew, and did what was to be done. This was a 
Fleet of Amuſement, the War was not declared, and therefore, the 
longer Sir George could keep the French and their Allies in Suſpence, 
the greater Service he did ; though, without this Key, baſty People 
might miſtake the Thing, and believe he did no Service at all. 
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motion was, to be rid of the Di attending a Board: 
and this End it anſwered y well ; for his Lordſhip imme- 
diately ſent away Captain Edmund Loades to Cadiz, to bring 
home the Sea Stores, and the Merchants Effects, before the War 
| broke out; as alſo two Hulks that had been left in that Harbour 
from the Time of the laſt War, for the greater Conveniency of 
careening our Ships which remained in that Port. This the Cap- 
tain with his ſmall Squadron, conſiſting but of three Frigates, ef- 
fectually performed. His Lordſhip alſo took the like Care of our 
err Prudence, remark- 
able Patience, and being very eaſy of Acceſs, gave much more 
Satisfaction both to the V 


chants and to the Officers of the Fleet, 
than any of the Boards of the Admiralty, fince they were firſt 
introduced, had ever done. Indeed his Lordſhip's Merit and Suc- 
ceſs in this arduous Employment, was ſo conſpicuous and ſo uni- 
verſally acknowledged, that it is not eaſy to underſtand, upon what 
Principles the Management of the Fleet was changed in the en- 
ſuing Year, except that it might be thought neceſſary to raiſe 
Prince George of Denmark to that Dignity, that he might appear 
to have a principal Concern in adviſing and managing Affairs; 
which, however, was in this Reſpect but very little to his Royal 
Highneſs's Advantage, as will be ſhewn in our Account of Tranſ- 
actions under the next Reign ©. 5 
Taz War was now the great Object of our Councils, as well 
as thoſe of France, though hitherto it was not declared, and Ne- 
gotiations ſtill were carried on in Holland, as if both Parties had 
inclined to an amicable Determination of their Differences; which 
was, however, the Intention of neither. The Expectation of a 
Rupture made our Sea- Officers exceedingly alert, and put them 
upon ſhewing their Mettle ſometimes a little too much. For In- 
ſtance, the Marquiſs of Caermarthen's Yatcht fired upon a French 
Ship in the Harbour of Rotterdam, to oblige her to ſtrike, which 
ſhe did immediately. The Commander of the Yatcht not ſatiſ- 
fied with this, ſent for the Maſter of the French Veſſel on Board, 
and obliged him to pay twelve Livres for the Shot. This was 


© This is a ſtrong Proof of King William's Juſtice and good Senſe, 
Many of the Enemies of that Prince have remarked, that he intro- 
duced here the Dutch Cuſtom of Boards, by putting all great Offices 
into Commiſlion ; but hitherto, no body has remarked, that when he 
reſolved to enter into a ſecond general War, he very prudently and 
honeſtly altered this Method in the Navy, by appointing a Lord High 
Admiral: whi:h ſhews, that he was more intent on the Nation's be- 
ing well ſerved at Sea, than on his Miniſters being well ſupported in 
the Houſe of Commons, | 
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complained of by Count D' Avaux, the French Miniſter, in very 
high Terms ; and it is very probable, that the States would have 


_ expreſſed their Diſlike of it at another Lime, but Things were 
then in ſuch a Situation, that it was not thought proper to ani- 


madvert on theſe Accidents, whatever might have been thought 


of them at another Time. The States indeed were obliged to 
_ unite themſelves cloſer than ever to Great Britain, ſince their 
Safety, as well as ours, depended on the Force of this Alliance, 

| as that did on our Unionf 80 | 


In the midſt of theſe Preparations, however, Care was taken of 


a Point which nearly concerned Trade, and that was the uniting the 
two Eaft-India Companies; which was done under an Act of Ar- 


bitration, wherein Lord Godalphin and Mr. Harley, afterwards Earl 


of Oxford, were for the Old Company, and Lord Halifax for the 


New. By this Inſtrument ĩt was agreed, thatthe old Company's Stock 
in the Funds, ſhould be transferred to the New; and that the Old 


Company ſhould purchaſe of the New as much of their Stock as, 


with that which was transferred by the Old, ſhould make up a 
Moiety of the Capital of the ad Companies. The Old Com- 


| pany were likewiſe to give an Equivalent for the New Company's 


dead Stock. During ſeven Years, each Company was to have an 
equal Power in the Adminiſtration of the Fund and Trade ; and 
to that End twelve Perſons were to be yearly appointed by the 


* 1 1. of each Company reſpectively, who were to be 


anagers of the United Trade to India; and after theſe 
ſeven Years were expired, the Old Company were to ſurrender 


their Charters, and the New Company was thenceforward to 


change its Stile, and to be called, The United Company of Mer- 
chants trading to the Eaſt-Indies: and this Agreement was the 
Foundation of that Compact, which has ſubſiſted with ſo great 
Credit to themſelves, and Benefit to the Nation, ever ſince 8 

| | = OY EN | ONE 


. * This Steadineſs of the States was chiefly owing to their Confi- 
dence in King William; which, without Queſtion, induced them ts 
enter into this long and dangerous War, though they were ſo much 
exhauſted by the former. His Majeſty, no doubt, preſſed them to it, 
becauſe he thought it their Intereſt, as it really was, and ours too. 
Yet, ſuch has been the Violence of Parties, that the Tories here have 
charged King William with making us Frincipals ir. this War, to ſerve 
the Dutch, while the Patriots in Holland, have loaded his Memory 
with the _— of ſacrificing the Intereſt of the Republic to thoſe 
of his three Kingdoms. It is bard to ſay, which is moſt wonderful, 
the Wiſdom and Integrity of the King, or the Ingratitude of the People 
in both Countries. | 


* Rennet's Compleat Hiſtory of England, Burnet, Oldmixon, Life 
of King William, &c. ; Oy” 
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Ons of the laſt Acts of Ki 
ſolemn Meſſage to the Lower of Parliament, in Relation 
to a Union between England and Scotland, in which he ſaid, 
« He ſhould eſteem it a peculiar Felicity, if during his Reign 
« ſome happy Expedient, for making both Kingdoms one, 
« might take Place ; and therefore he was extreamly deſirous a 
« Treaty for this Purpoſe might be ſet on Foot, which he there- 
«© fore recommended in the moſt earneſt Manner to the Houſe 
with this Meſſage. the Houſe 
ider of the Propoſition contained there- 
King prevented their coming to any 
Reſolution. Before this happened, however, they reſolved that 
40,000 Men ſhould be granted for the Service of the Fleet in the 
enſuing Year, and ſhewed ſuch an Inclination to enter heartily 
into all Meaſures 1 to render the grand Alliance effectual 
towards the Ends for which it was made, that the French, who 
little expected that ſuch a Spirit would be ſhewn in this Parliament, 
were much ſurprized, as eaſily foreſeeing that the new War would 
diſtreſs them much more than the old had ever done *, 
Fs extraordinary Attention to Buſineſs is thought to have haſ- 


of Commons.” In Compli 


o 


tened the King's Deceaſe, which happened on the 8th of March, 


1701-2, about eight in the Morning. He died, as he lived, 


with great Steadineſs of Mind, and ſhewed himſelf, in his laſt 


Moments, as much a Hero as he had ever done in the Field. [ 


ought now to ſay ſomewhat of this Prince's Character, and to 
all with a general View of the principal Events in his 


fum up 
Reign ; but as I have already treated very copiouſly of ſuch as 
have any Affinity with the principal Deſign of this Work, and as 
the Fame of King William III. ſtands in no Need of my feeble 
Afﬀiſtance, I ſhall content myſelf with ſaying, that never any 
Prince better underſtood the general Intereſt of Europe, or pur- 


ſued it with greater Firmneſs ; and that whatever unlucky Acci- 


dents fell out in his Reign to the Prejudice of our Affairs, were 
not ſo much owing to any Miſtakes in his Conduct, as to tne 
Circumſtances of the Times, our own unfortunate Diviſions, and 
the fatal Conſequences of both l. 2 


b I do not take this upon the Credit of Larrey and other Hiſtorians 
of his Rank, but from the beſt French Memoirs that I have met 
with; in which it is confeſſed, that their Court was deceived by the 
ſtrong Aſſurances given them by the late King's Party, who, to do 
them Juſtice, were in all Probability deceived themſelves. 

i The Reader, if he is inclined to purſue this Subject farther, may 
conſult Kennet, Burnet, Oldmixon, the Life of King William, 90: 


William's Adminiſtration was a 
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to another 


Opinion, and who thou 
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Malice, refuſe to ſee what his Actions made viſible to all the World, 
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THe Thing now left to be performed, before we proceed 
„is the collecting, as far as the flender Me- 
moirs that have come to our Hands will allow, ſome Account of 
the moſt eminent Seamen who died in this Reign ; and in treati 
of theſe, the Reader is deſired to remember, that "no Party is 

ſed ; that every r 
ner 


Prince he ſerved, and faithful to the Intereſt of his Country. B 
the Help of this neceſſary and well-founded Diſtinc: ion, we 


be able to do ſtrict to all thoſe brave Men who expoſed 
their Lives in their Country's Service at Sea, of what Party ſoever 


they were, or were reputed ; which however hath been ſeldom 


done in a Work of this Kind, where, generally ff , the 
Heroes are all on one Side, 3 
People on the other. Whereas in Truth there is no Foundation 
for ſuch Characters, honeſt and brave Men 
both Sides, they have ſometimes had the Misfortune to be 
hated and defamed by ſuch, as have leſs Regard to Mexit than 

it excuſable to raiſe a Clamour againſt 
a great Man in an oppoſite Intereſt, though they were ſenſible this 
Clamour ſprung from Prejudice, and not any Love to Juſtice, 
Theſe Reflections I , to prevent the Reader's 


r 


have as much diſregarded the common Cry, as I have 


been careful, by an accurate Compariſon of Facts, 3 
near in every 


Inftance as I could, to the naked Truth, which 
when diſcovered, I have neither exaggerated nor concealed. | 


Memoirs of GEORGE LEGGE, * of Dart- 


mouth, &c. 


F ms 3 and a ſteady Adberence to che Tntereſt 
1 the DO who raiſed him, — with all — Abilities re- 
quiſite to many high Employments he » ought to 
render the Memory of a Man 75 to * then . 
moirs of Lord Dartmouth deſerve our utmoſt Attention. For he 
was, even in the Opinion of ſuch as were not his Friends, one of 
the ableſt and beſt Men of the Age in which he lived ; or, to ex- 


preſs 


where he will often find, that- Flattery i is as dangerous to the Reputa- 
tion of a Prince, as Prejudice itſelf. Some Writers, out of pure Zeal, 
would make King William more than Man ; and others, blinded by 


that he was one of the greateſt Men in every Ref of the Age in 
which he lived, * * 


found alike on 
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preſs it in the Words of a Writer who ought always to meet with 
| Credit when he ſpeaks well of the Dead, The worthieſt Noble- 
ere 

5 | Wa | | 
the Cauſes of his Diſtreſs. 5 „ 1 Ha 
renn „where to 
ere in Eng- 


this Day the eldeſt Branch are Nobles of Venice d. 
land there are two flouriſhing Families of this Name; one in 
Herefordſhire, the other ſettled at Legge's-Place near Tunbridge 
in „from whom the preſent Earls of Dartmouth are lineal 
' Deſcendants, as coming in a direct Line from Thomas Legge, of 
that Place, who was Sheriff of London in 1343, and twice Lord 
Mayor, and 2 for the City in Parliament ©, In 
the Reign of Henry VII. the Family ſettled in Ireland, where 
Edward Legge, Eſq; was Vice-Preſident of Munfter, and died 
in the Year 1616, m_—_ him a very numerous Poſterity, 

vjz. fix Sons and ſeven Daughters, all of them diſtinguiſhed by 
their great Merit, and ſeveral of the Daughters eſpecially, by liv- 

ing to a very extraordinary Age ; Elizabeth, the eldeſt, to 105 ; 
rearet, who married Mr. Fitz-Gerald, to upwards of an 
| 100, and Anne, the Wife of William Anthony, Eſq; who died in 

1702, aged 112%. But let us now return to the Perſon whoſe 
Actions we are to record. 5 | 

H was the eldeſt Son of the famous Colonel William Legge 
Groom of the Bed-chamber to King Charles I. and a moſt con- 
ſtant Follower of all his Fortunes. Soon after the mn 


The Author mentioned in the Text is Biſhop Burnet, whoſe Cha- 
racer of this noble Lord, is to be found towards the End of his firſt 
Volume. What he ſays of him is ſo juſt and generous, that it deſerves 
the Reader's Notice. That Prelate, ſpeaking of the Uneafineſs King 
James was under, on the fitting out of the Dutch Fleet in 1688, and 
of the Preparations he made for the defending himſelf, proceeds thus. 
« He recalled Strickland, and gave the Command to the Lord Dart- 
s mouth; who was indeed one of the worthieſt Men of his Court. 
He loved him, and had been long in his Service, and in his 
Confidence; but was much againſt all the Conduct of his Affairs: 
« Yet he reſolved to ſtick to him at all Hazards.” 5 

d Hiſt. de Veniſe, par le Sieur Amelot, de la Houſſai, Tom. ii. 

© See Stow's Survey of London, in the Years 1346, and 1353. 
As to his being in Parliament for the City, I have that in a MS. Lift 
of Members for London, in which it appears he was choſen in 1349, 
and 1352. *% Theſe Particulars are chiefly collected from Memoirs 
of the Family ; though they are likewiſe confirmed by ſeveral Mo- 
numental Inſcriptions. | 
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proper to ſend him to Sea, under the Care of that 
great and gallant Admiral, Sir Edward Spragge, in the firſt 
Dutch War in 1665, when Mr. Legge was barely e, 
He diſtinguiſhed himielf in all the Actions of that and the ſucceed- 
ing Year, by ſych remarkable Teſtimonies of Conduct as well as 


Courage, that, in thoſe Nays when Naval Preferments were earn- 


were enjoyed, he was without Envy raifed to the 


award , | 
Command of The Pembroke, in 1667, when he was yet ſhort of 


twenty * 


Ar run the Peace, he applied himſelf affiduouſly to the Study 


of the Mathematics, eſpecially to ſuch Branches as have Relation 
to the Military Art ; and having attained to great Skill as an En- 
gineer, he was employed by his Majeſty in that Character, and 
in 1669 ſucceeded his Father in the Command of an 
Company of Foot. In 1671, he was made 


Captain of The Fair- 


Fax, and in 1672, of The Royal Catherine, in which he ſerved 


with the hi Reputation, having beat the Dutch out of her 
who boarded her while ſhe was finking, and after he had 
her Leaks, brought her ſafe into Harbour; in which deſperate 
Service he received ſeveral Wounds. In Acknowledgment 
this and other Marks of Military Virtue ſhewn in that memorable 
Year, he was, towards the End of it, made Lieutenant Governor 
of Portſmouth, under his Royal Highneſs James Duke of York, 
In 1673, he was made Governor of that Place, and at the fame 
TCP of the Horſe, and Gentleman of the Bed-chamber to 
the ef. | ples 
In 1677, he was added as an Aſſiſtant in the Board of Ordnance, 
with a Salary of 300 J. per Annum; and the ſame Year was pro- 
moted to the Rank of Lieutenant-General of the Ordnance, and 
had alſo a Regiment of Foot beſtowed upon him. Theſe extra- 


ordinary Marks of Royal Favour were ſoon followed by ſtill 


greater Teſtimonies of Eſteem and Confidence ; for in 1681, he 
was ſworn of the Privy Council to King Charles II. and in 1682, 
had a ſpecial Commiſſion to view alf the Forts and Garriſons 
throughout the Kingdom of England, and was alſo conſtituted 

and appointed Commander in Chief. On the 2d of December, 
in the ſame Year, he was, by Letters Patent, raiſed to the Dig- 
nity of a Peer of this Realm, by the Title of Baron of Dart- 
mouth, in the County of Devon. With Remainder, in Caſe of 


Failure 


The Reaſon of his going to Sea under Sir Edward Spragge was, 


becauſe of his near Relation to the Legge Family, his Mother, being 

ſecond Siſter to Colonel William Legge, this Gentleman's Father. 
f This, and ſeveral other Particulars, are taken from the Family 

Memoirs. s See the Memoirs of the Dutch War, p. 119. 
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Failure of his Iſſue Male, to his Brother William Legge, Eſq; and 
his Iſſue ; and in the Preamble of the Patent, his own, and his 
Father's Services, are very juſtly and gratefully acknowledged b. 
| In 1683, the King finding it impoſtible to ſupport the Garriſon 
of Tangier out of his own Revenue, and having little Hopes of 
obtaining any Supply for that Purpoſe from a Parliament (his laſt 
having thewn a remarkable Diſlike to the keeping up of Forces 
there) reſolved, notwithſtanding the immenſe Sums it had coſt 
him in fortifying the Place, and in building a Mole, which ren- 
dered the Port both convenient and ſafe, to deſtiby the whole, 
and to bring back the Troops he had there into England. The 
Management of this Affair required great Secrecy, and much 
Conduct in the Commander in Chief, and this probably deter- 
mined the King to make Uſe of Lord Dartmouth, who was ap- 
pointed Governor of Tangier, and General of his Majeſty's 
Forces in Africa, as well as Admiral of the Fleet, in order to 
enable him to execute his Inſtructions, which he did very exactly 
and effeQually ; fo that on his Return home, the King was pleaſed 
to make him a Grant of 10,000/. as a Reward for that Service, 
beſides other Acknowledgments i. r 
Upon the Acceſſion of King James II. his Lordſhip met with 
all the Teſtimonies of Royal Favour and Friendſhip which his 
many Services, and unſpotted Fidelity to that Prince, deſerved ; 
FFF 
po 5 ut 


n The Preamble of this Patent recites, © That his Majeſty re- 
membring the great Merits of William Legge, one of the Grooms 
of the Royal Bed-chamber to his late Father King Charles the 
«« Firſt, eſpecially in that unparallel'd Rebellion raiſed againſt him, in 
which, being a Perſon of fingular Skill and Experience in Military 
Affairs, as alſo a valiant and expert Commander, he faithfully ſerv- 
ed him in moſt of the Battles, and Sieges of thoſe unhappy Times : 
Alſo performed ſeveral eminent Services to the ſaid King, fince his 
„ moſt happy Reſtoration. And further, conſidering that George 
Legge, eldeſt Son of the ſaid William, following his Father's Steps 
in divers Military Employments, eſpecially in ſundry ſharp and 
dang-rous Naval Fights, wherein he did freely hazard his Life, 
for which Reſpect being made General of the Ordnance and Artil- 
„ lery, and one of his moſt Honourable Privy Council, his Majeſty 
thought fit to dignify him with ſome further Honour, &c.” _ 
i Particularly a Grant of a Fair to be held twice a Year, and a 
Market twice a Week, upon Blackheath, in the Pariſh of Lewiſham, 
in the County of Kent. It may not be amiſs to obſerve here, that 
the great Difficulty in exccuting kis Commiſſion in Tangier, was, to 
blow up all the Works there, without expoſing the Garriſon to the 
| Moors; which Service he performed with © aal Caution and Suceeſs. 
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but raiſed him alſo to Poſts of ſtill greater 
was at once Maſter of the Horſe to the 
Ordnance, Conſtable of the Tower of THAN 
dependant Company of Foot, and one of the Pri — bo ncil, 
Theſe Employments he executed with ſo fo great Dilgenc 


and Re- 

tion, that he ſtood as high in the Favour of the People, as 

did i 2 that of his 1 * mew _ conerd the 
greateſt Encourager of Merit, the upright Man in the 
Adminiſtration of public Affairs, that the produced. He 
preſerved the Affection and Confidence of his to the laſt, 


and yet he was fo far from giving in to the King's fatal Inclina- 
tions to introduce Popery and Arbitrary Government, that he op- 


pe all Councils looking either Way, with much Firmneſs and 


„ though he took Care to reſtrain all his Remonſtrances 
within the juſt Bounds of Duty and of 
In 1687, King James making a ſhort Progreſs, 
Dartmouth att him therein, at Coventry, the City preſented 
his Majeſty with a large Gold Cup and Cover, which he gave im- 
mediately to his Lordſhip, and that too with a Compliment as ge- 


— the — e I would have your Lordſhip, faid he, 


Y 28 as A Rane 
| 's Concern for the Sufferings of your Father in it.” For in 


ime of the Civil Wars, „ old Colonel Milian Lees e had re- 
ee after being taken at the 


Battel of Worceſter i. 


WHEN it was abſolutely certain that the Prince of Orange in- 


tended to invade England, King James ſaw the Neceſſity * em- 
ploying 


x Kennet's Comp leat Hiſtory of England, 8 Olduiizen, &c. 


This Story of his Father's Sufferings at Coventry, certainly deſerves 
the Reader's Notice ; and therefore, not to be wan either to his 
Entertainment, or to the Illuſtration of the Hiſtory, I ſubjoin it here. 
The great Share Colonel William Legge had in the Favour of King 
Charles I. made him ſo obnoxious to the Rump, that they intended to 
| have executed him, as they did the Earl of Derby, for being in Arms 
againſt them ; and with that View, they confined him in Coven 
Goal. His Lady knowing their Cruelty, and having tried all her In- 
tereſt with the People in Power, in vain, at laſt contrived a very art- 
ful Method for making his Eſcape, which was as ſucceſsfully execu- 
ted. With this View ſhe hired an old Woman to lend him her 
Cloaths, which he put on, and having a Cloſe-ſtool-pan well filled be- 
tween his Hands, the Smell kept the Keepers at ſuch a Diſtance, that 
he walked fairly off without their making any Enquiries. After the 
Murder of King Charles I. he was much about the Perſon of the 
Duke of York, which inſpired his Majeſty with a great Tenderneſs 
for his Family. 


and Lass 
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ploying ſome more conſiderable Perſon than Sir Roger Strictland, 
who had hitherto commanded the Fleet, and whoſe being a Papi/t 
rendered him very diſagreeable to the Seamen. In this Situation 
of Things, his Majeſty certainly made a very proper Choice of 
Lord Dartmouth, for the important Office of Admiral, ſince no 
_—_—— — Abilities, ſcarce any ſo great an Affection for his 
Majeſty's Perſon, or ſo hearty a Zeal for his Intereſt. His Lord- 
ſhip was much beloved by the Seamen, and fo univerſally eſteem- 
ed by the Officers of the Navy, that he very ſoon put his Fleet in 
a Poſture fit for Service ; and though, as I have ſhewn elſewhere, 
it has been ſtrongly reported, that his Lordſhip declined fighting 
the Dutch Fleet, yet it is certain that it was never in his Power 3 
and that, if it had, both he and his Officers would have performed 
what they took to be their Duty. But after being ſeverely ruffled 
by a Storm, the Fleet was forced into Portſmouth, where his 
Lordſhip quitted the Command to Sir Fohn Berry, and returned 
to 2. m After the Revolution, Lord Dartmouth lived qui- 
etly, and ſubmitted to the new Government; yet was always ſuſ- 

to retain his old Sentiments for the Perſon who had been fo . 
long, and withal ſo kind a Maſter. For this Reaſon, and on Ac- 
count of ſome Suggeſtions that he carried on a ſecret Correſpon- 


_ dence with the abdicated King, he was committed Priſoner to the 


Tower of London. While he continued there, ſome Rumours 
flew abroad of his being ill treated, which had ſuch an Effect on 
the Sailors, who loved him as their Father, that they aſſembled 
in great Bodies on Tower Hill, where they expreſſed their Reſent- 
ments in ſuch Language, that it was at length found expedient to 
deſire Lord Dartmouth to confer with them; and on his aſſuring 
them that the Report they had heard was void of any F 
gave a chearful Huzza, and diſperſed immediately. LY 
Ir is thought, however, that his Confinement, and the Want 
of his uſual Exerciſe, might contribute to the ſhortening his 
Days; for on the 21ſt of October, 1691, he was ſeized with an 
Apoplexy, which put an End to his Life, in the 44th Year of his 
e* 


His Relations applied themſelves, on his Deceaſe, to the Con- 
fable of the Tower, then Lord Lucas, for Leave to remove his 
= Tn the Second Volume, we have already given ſo full an Ac. 
count of this Affair, that it would be tedious to add any thing more 
here, except that Lord Dartmouth laid down his Command as ſoon 
as he came on Shore; and when he could not act for his Majeſty, 
would not, as another Favourite did, act againſt him. * King James 
received the News of his Death with great Concern, and faid with a 


Sigh, then faithful Will. Legge's honeſt Son George is dead; I have 
few ſuch Servants now. 
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Body, in order to its Interment; which his Lordſhip ſcrupled, 
without Directions from the King. But upon Application made 
to his Majeſty, he not only directed that the Body ſhould be deli- 
vered to his Lordſhip's Relations, but upon his being informed 
that they intended to bury it near the Remains of his Father, in the 
Little Minories Church, in a Vault belonging to his Family, his 
Majeſty gave further Orders, that all ſuch Marks of Reſpect 
ſhould be paid at his Funcral, as would have been due to him, if 
he had died poſſeſſed of all his Employments. Which is a Cir- 
cumſtance equally honourable to the Memory of King William 
and Lord Dartmouth, ſince it ſhews Impartiality and Greatneſs of 
Soul in the former, and the true Merit of the latter, which pro- 
duced ſuch a Teſtimony of Reſpect from fo penetrating a Judge . 


A Monument of white Marble, adorned with a proper Inſcrip - 


tion, was erected to the Memory of his Lordſhip, by his Conſort 
Barbara, Baroneſs of Dartmouth, who was the Daughter of Sir 
Henry Archbold, of Staffordſbire, who died in 1718, and lies bu- 
tied there by him 7. | | ET 5 
His Lordſhip had by her an only Son William, who is at pre- 
ſent Earl of Dartmouth, ſo created by her Majeſty Queen Anne, 
in the tenth Year of her Reign. His Lordſhip had alſo the Ho- 
nour of being Secretary of State, and afterwards Lord Privy Seal 
in the ſame Reign, and diſcharged both thoſe high Offices with that 
Integrity hereditary in his Lordſhip's Noble Family, and which 
has been for many Years no leſs conſpicuous in his private Life. 
Memoirs of Sir FOHN BERRY, Knt. Reanr-Ap- 
. MIRAL of England, 3 


HERE cannot be a ſtronger Teſtimony of real Merit 
1 than a Man's ſurmounting by his Spirit and Diligence a 
long Series of Croſſes and Misfortunes, and thereby forcing him- 
ſelf as it were into an eaſier Situation, and by Degrees into a 


Condition worthy his Deſert. Fortitude in ſuffering is a Virtue 


no leſs honourable than Courage in atchieving, and the Diſtreſſes 
of Heroes, like the Shades in a fine Picture, throw a graceful 
Light on the brighter Parts of the Piece, and thereby conſidera- 
bly heighten its Beauties. This Obſervation cannot more fully be 
illuſtrated, than it will be by the Account we are to give of. the 


Life and Actions of Sir Jahn Berry, who (without any Aſſiſtance, 


o This is taken from the Memoirs of the Family. v» The In- 

| ſcription is very long, otherwiſe we ſhould have inſerted it, and his 
2 Memory too freſh, to make this paſs for an indifferent Ex- 

cuſe. | | | 
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other than reſulted from the Admiration of his Courage and Con- 
duct) arrived at the Dignity of Rear-Admiral of England, and 
ſhared the Confidence of three ing Kings. 
Tux Family of the Berry's in Devonſhire were ſeated at Ber- 
1y-Nerber, near Iifarcomb, where they had flouriſhed for ſume 
hundreds of Years *®. But the Father of our gallant Sea-Officer 
was never in any extraordinary Circumſtances. He owed his Re- 
| — which till ſubſiſts in his County, not to the Goods of 
ortune, 
Courage 


* po ing and Abilities ; and above = to his 
and alty. He was a Clergyman, and Vicar of 
on and Ala in that County, where he diſcharged his 

ith equal Fidelity to the Church, and to the State. For 
is, the Saints of thoſe Times not only turned him out of his 


Knowe 


after tha: Mr. Daniel Berry died 
in the 45th Year of his Age, and left be- 
ind hi w, Elizabeth, Daughter of John Moore, of 
Aforhays, Eſq ; and nine ſmall Childfen, of which ſeven were 
Tux eldeſt, Robert, betook himſelf to the Sea, where he 
very well. The ſecond, Fe of whom we are to 
and who was born in his Father's Vicarage-Houſe at 
otugſton, in the Year 1635, being at his Father's Death about 
17 Years old, went to Plymouth where he bound himſelf Ap- 
rentice to Mr. Robert ing, a Merchant in that Town, and 
Part Owner in ſeveral Ships. He went to Sca in his Service, and 
was extreamly unfortunate in ſetting out, being twice taken by 
the Spaniards, and ſuffering a long Impriſonment, which howe- 
ver did him no great Hurt in the main. On his Return to Eng- 
land, he found his Maſter in very bad Circumſtances ; which 
however was no Prejudice to him, for in a ſhort Time after Mr. 
Mering told him, that having now no further Occaſion for his 


| Serv ic e, 


Pole's Survey of Devonſhire, MS. This Village lies in Branton 
Hundred in the Middle between Combe Merton, and Ilfarcombe, at 
a ſmall Diſtance from the Sea, and about twenty-ſeven Miles from | 
Exeter. b Moſt of theſe Particulars are taken from a Monu- | 
ment erected in the Year 1684, by Sir John Berry, to che Memory of 
his Father. His two Churches of Knoweſton, and Molland were not 
above two Miles aſunder, lying both in Moulton Hundred, at the Diſ- 
tance of about 18 Miles from Exeter, — — 
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to the Royal Navy, called The Swallow, which, under the Com- 
mand of in Inſam. was ordered to the W+/?- Indies, in Com- 
pany with two of his Majeſty's Frigates, both of which were loft 
in the Gulph of Florida ; but The Swallow, by cutting down her 
Maſts, and heaving over-board her Guns and Proviſions, got 


clear, and in the Space of ſixteen Weeks, havi ing to cat 
but the Fiſh they caught, or to drink but Rain-Water, ar- 


rived at Campeachy. There they furniſhed themſelves with Pro- 
viſions, and then fai d for Jamaica, where they arrived in three 


Weeks 
Sik Thomas Mudiford, who was a Native of Devonſbire as 
well as Mr. Berry, was then Governor of that Iſland, and he or- 
dered The Swallow to be refitted, put eight Guns on Board her, 
and having Intelligence that a Pirate, who had taken one Mr. 
| Peach, bound from Southampton to Jamaica, and marooned him 
and all his Crew, was till in thoſe Seas, he ordered The Swallow, 
now well victualled and manned, to put to Sea in Queſt of her, 
and gave his Countryman Berry the Title of Lieutenant. In 
three Weeks after they failed from Jamaica, they found the Pi- 
rate at Anchor in a Bay off the Iſland of H:ifpaniola. He had a- 
bout ſixty Men and twenty Guns; whereas The Swallow had but 
forty Men and eight ſmall Guns. Captain Iaſam having conſi- 

dered the Enemy's Strength and his own, called up all his Men, 
and addreſſed them in theſe Words: Gentlemen, the Blades we 
are to attack are Men at Arms, old Buccaneers, and ſuperior to 
us in Number, and in the Force of their Ship, and therefore I 
would have your Opinion, whether S:r, interrupted Lieu- 
' tenant Berry, we are Men at Arms too; and, which is more, ho- 
neſt Men, and fight under the King's Commiſſion ; and if you have 
no Stomach for fighting, be pleaſed to walk down into your Cabin. 
The Crew applauded this Motion, and declared, one and all, for 


e The Particulars mentioned in this, were moſt of them collected 
by Mr. Daniel Berry, Brotner to the Admiral; but as he wrote at 
' a conſiderable Diſtance of Time, he often omits Dates, and ſome- 
times miſtakes them. 4 It is not eaſy to fix the Time of Mr. 
Berry's firſt Voyage to the Weſt Indies ; but probably it was in the 
Year 1661, as it were in their Return, that they were thus diſtreſt: 
this muſt have happened in the Year 1663, 
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tage. The Pirate rode at Anchor to the Windward, by which 
The Swallow was obliged to make two Trips under her Lee, in | 
- which ſhe received two Broadſides, and two Volleys of ſmall 
Shot, without returning a Gun. Mr. Berry then boarded her on 
the Bow, pouring in his Broadſide, which h killed the Pirate twen 
ty-two Men- on "the Spot : They then fought their Way to the 

Main-Maſt, where they called to the Doctor and his Mate to get 
over Board, and hang by the Rudder; which they did, and ſoon 
after the Pirate was taken, having only ſeven Men left, and thoſe 
all wounded, though they lived to be hanged afterwatds in a- 
maica; and, which is ſtill more remarkable, there was no body 
killed on Board The Swall-w; but the Boatſwain's Mate. 

On their Return to Jamaica, Captain Inſam confined his 
Lieutenant, and brought him to a Court- Martial ; where, on the 
Evidence of the Men, the Court declared he had done his Duty, 
and ordered the Captain to live peaceabl with him in their 
Voyage to England; which he did, and Mr. Berry behaved to 

him with all imaginable Modeſty and Submiſſion. 
In a ſhort Time after he came home, the Dutch War broke 
out, and Mr. Berry had a Ship given him, called The Maria, of 
14 Guns, with the King' $ Commiſion. He held this ſmall Com- 
mand for about four Months, in which Space he took thirty-two 
Prizes ; and, for his extraordinary Diligence, had the Command 
given him of The Coronation, a hired Ship, of fifty-fix Guns. 

In this Ship he was ſoon after ſent to the We/t-Indirs, where 
our Colonies were in no ſmall Danger, as having both the French 
and Dutch upon their Hands. On his Arrival at Barbadses, the 
Governor bought ſome large Merchant-Ships, converted them in- 
to Men of War, and having made up nine Sail, including The Co- 
ronation, manned, and put them under the Command of Com- 
modore Berry. With this little Fleet he failed for Nevis, in order 
to protect it it from the French, who had already made themſelves 
Maſters of St. Chriffopher's, Antigua, and . He 


was ſcarce —_ \— he had Intelligence, that the French 
were preparing at St. Chr: __ sa very 2 Force for the 
Conqueſt of Nevis. They had ty-two gout of War, and 


Frigates, fix large Tranſport- Shi * heir own, and four Dutch. 
With theſe 2 failed e towards © Mobs. as to a certain Victory. 
Commodore Berry failed with his nine Ships to meet them; and 


* Theſe Particulars are preſerved i in the MS. Accounts of his Bro- 
ther's Atchievements, written by Mr. Berry ; and I find the princi- 
pal Facts confirmed in an Account of the moſt remarkable Paſſages 
ander Lord Windſor, Sir Thomas Mudiford, and Sir Thomas Lynch, 
ſucceſſively Governors of Jamaica. 

Var. III. N 
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as he turned the Point of the Iſland, one of his beſt Ships blew 
up, which ſtruck his Men with Aſtoniſhment. Now you have 
ſeen an Engliſh Ship blow up, ſays the Commodore, let us try 
if we can't blow up Frenchmen. There they are, Boys ! and if 
we don't beat them, they will beat us. Having faid this, he 
N the Fight with the French Admiral, and, af- 
ter a briſk Engagement of upwards of thirteen Hours, he forced 
this mighty Fleet to fly for ſhelter under the Cannon of St. Chriſ- 
topher s, whither he purſued them, ſent in a Fire-Ship, and burnt 
the French Admiral: Seeing her in Flames, he ſaid to his Sea- 
men, I told you in the Morning, that we ſhould burn a French- 
man before Night ; To-morrow we will try what we can do with 
the rejl, But while he was refitting his Ships, the Enemy wiſely 
ſtole away; the French to Martinico, and the Dutch to Vir- 
ginia . Sir Fohn Harman being ſent with a Squadron to re- 
lieve him, Commodore Berry returned to England, and ſerved 
with great Honour in the Channel, and in the Mediterranean. 
| In the ſecond Dutch War (as it was called, though properly 
ſpeaking it was the third )he had the Command of The Reſolution, 
a 70 Gun Ship, in which he was preſent in the famous Action in 
Southwold-Bay, on the 28th of May, 1672. In this Battel, the 
Captain obſerving that his Royal Highneſs the Duke of York, then 
Lord High Admiral of England, was very hardly preſſed, he 
left his Station, and came in to h's Relief; where the Service 
proved ſo hot, that in leſs than two Hours, he had a hundred 
and twenty Men killed, as many more wounded, and his Ship 


 f We are in ſome Meaſure enabled to fix the Date of this Enter- 
prize, by the following remarkable Paſſage, preſerved in the Philo- 
ſophical Tranſactions of the Royal Society. 4 On the 19th of Au- 
«« guſt, 1667, there was a terrible Hurricane in this Iſland; at which 
Time Sir John Berry, Captain of the Coronation Man of War, 
% was in the Harbour, with that and ſeveral other Ships, of which 
% one was commanded by Captain Langford, who having learnt ſome 
of the Prognoſtics of a Turnado, from a Charibbean, perceiving 
them, he told Sir John and the other Commanders of it ; who de- 
pending upon his Intelligence, made their Ships ready for the Sea, 
* and in the Morning, about four of the Clock, the Wind coming 
« very hard Northerly, they put to Sea, and came all back in four or 
* five Days Time, fafe to the Road again. Captain Langford wa: 
*« aſhore, and being confident of the Hurricane's coming, took ſuch 
Care before hand to ſecure his Sugars, and Goods, in the Store 
« Houſe, that when the Hurricane had carried away the Roof of 
the Houſe, all, except one Hogſhead of Sugar, remained fate. 
„ Lowthorp's Abridgment, Vol, ii. p. 106. | 
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| Jearce able to float; upon this he was towed out of the Line; 
his Leaks, and fell into his Place again in an Hour, and 
e did ſuch Service, that when his Majeſty came to meet the 
Fleet, and dined on d The Royal Sovereign at the Buoy in 
the Nore, he, of his own Motive, called for in Berry, and 


po 

for I would not have ſo brave a Man, a poor es 

In the Year 1682, it was thought requiſite to ſend the Duke 
of York down to Scotland; and for this Purpoſe the Glouce/ter- 
Frigate, under the Command of Sir John Berry, was ordered to 
be ready; and accordingly on the 28th of April, the Duke of 
York embarked on Board that Ship. In their Paſſage, Sir Fobn 
obſerved, on the zd of May, when in the Mouth of the Humber, 
as he apprehended, an Error in the Pilot's Conduct, though he 

was looked upon as a Man of great Abilities in his Employ- 
ment. Of this he informed the Duke, and deſired they might 
lye-to ; at leaſt for that Night; which the Pilot oppoſed, and be- 
ing a great Favourite of the Duke's, his Advice prevailed. But 
bis Royal Highneſs was ſoon convinced of the Superiority of Sir 

Jahn Berry's Judgment, ſince in three Quarters of an Hour af- 
terwards the Ship was loſt, and about three hundred People in 
her, amongſt whom were ſome Perſons of the firſt Ratik; and the 
Duke himſelf narrowly eſcaped in the Long-boat, Sir Fob: 

Berry ſtanding with his Sword drawn in the Stern of the Boat, to 
hinder People from crowding in; which undoubtedly ſaved the 
Duke, fince a very few more would have overſet the Long- 
boat h. For the Loſs of _—__— Sir John, according * 

2 5 


Catalogue of Knights, made by King Charles II. l This 
Accident happened by their ſtriking upon the Sand called the Le- 
mon and Ore, fixteen Leagues from the Mouth of the Humber. 
Two Things were very remarkable, that the Duke took ex- 
traordinary Care of Colonel John Churchill, afterwards Duke of 
Marlborough, and called him firſt into the Boat. The other was, 
that the Mariners aboard the finking Veſſel, gave a loud Huzza, 
when they ſaw the Duke in ſafety. Biſhop Burnet's Account of this 
Matter, is too remarkable to be forgot. The Duke, ſays he, got 
« into a Boat, and took Care of his Dogs, and ſome unknown Per- 
© ſons who were taken, from that earneſt Care of his, to be his 
t Prieſts: The Long-Boat went off with very few in her, though 
© ſhe might have carried off above eighty more than ſhe did. One 
* hundred and fifty Perſons periſhed, ſome of them Men of great 
Quality.“ The Glouceſter Frigate, was a Ship of forty Guis, 
thete were upwards of fif:y Perſons ſaved with the Duke, and _ 
| | eig e 1 . 
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Rules of the Navy, was tried by a Court-Martial ; but it ap- 
pearing clearly to have happened through another Man's Fault, 
he was not only acquitted, but continued ſtill in as great Favour 
as ever, both with the King and Duke, who frequently conſulted 
him as to the Management of the Navy. 

WHEN a Reſolution was taken in 1683, to blow up Tangrer, 
and a conſiderable Fleet was ſent thither under the Command of 
Lord Dartmouth, Sir John Berry was made choice of to be his 
Vice-Admiral, and had the fole Command of the Fleet, while 
his Lordſhip was on Shore, directing the blowing up of the 
Works. In this critical Expedition, Sir Jahn gave ſuch remarkable 
Teſtimonies of his Courage and Conduct, and took ſuch Care in 
bringing off all the Engliſh, and their Effects, that upon his Re- 
turn home, he was made a Commiſſioner of the Navy; in which 
Poſt he continued to the Day of his Death !'. 5 
UNDER the Reign of King James II. he was in as high Fa- 
vour, the King conſtantly conſulting him in Matters relating to 
the Management of the and he was one of the Commiſ- 
ſioners called in on that great Reform of the Navy mentioned 
in the Cloſe of our laſt Volume, and had the chief Hand in 
bringing Things into that exquiſite Order, in which they were 
found when the King withdrew to France *. He was not, how- 
ever, conſidered ſolely as a Commiſſioner, and as a Man no 
longer fit for active Employment; for, when it was known that 
the Dutch meditated an Invaſion, and a Fleet was fitted out to 
defend our Coaſts, Sir John Berry was appointed Vice-Admiral, 
and hoiſted his Flag on Board The Elizabeth, a third Rate, the 
Admiral, Lord Dartmouth, being in The Reſolution, and the 
Rear-Admiral, Lord Berkley of Stratton, firſt in the Montague, 
and then in The Edgar. After the Landing of the Prince of 
Orange, when Lord Dartmouth thought fit to leave the Fleet, 
the ſole Command of it devolved on Sir John Berry, who held it 
until it was laid up |. _ e 
Tn Change of the Government, wrought none in the Con- 

dition of our Admiral. An experienced Officer, and 2 of 
| NON "ne 3 Honour, 


eighty more ſhould be able to go into her Long Boat, is a Fact that 
will gain but little Credit at Wapping. Beſides, the keeping the 

People out, was Sir John Berry's Act, and if there had been any ſuch 
Circamſtances of Cruelty, one can ſcarce believe the Sailors would 
have teſtified ſo much Joy at his Royal Highneſs's Eſcape. 

1 Memoirs of the Lord Dartmouth, cited in the former Life. 
* Memoirs relating to the State of the Royal Navy of England, by 


Samuel Pepys Eſq; p. 52. | Kennet, Burnet, Burchet, Old- 
mixon, &c. | | 
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Honour, will be a welcome Servant to every Prince. King 
Milliam was one who valued Abilities, and underſtood them, 
and therefore he often ſent for Sir Fohn Berry, to confer with 
him on Naval Affairs; and once particularly the King engaged 
in fo cloſe and earneſt a Converſation, that it took up the 
whole Night, and Sir John was not diſmiſſed the Royal Cloſet, 


until it was pretty far advanced in the Morning ”. Yet this Fa- 


vour brought him no Acceſſion either of Poſt or Profit ; he kept 
what he had, and probably thought that ſufficient, being Com- 
miſſioner of the Navy, Governor of Deal Caſtle, and Captain 
of an Independent Company. We now haſten to the laſt Scene 
of his Life, over which ſuch a Curtain has been drawn, as 
leaves it not in our Power to let in the Light. He was ordered, 
in the Beginning of the Month of February, 1691, to Port/- 
mouth, to pay off ſome Ships there; and while he was employed 


in the Diſcharge of this Office on Board one of them, he was 


ſuddenly taken ill, and thereupon carried on Shore to Portſmouth; 


where, in three or four Days, it was given out that he died of a 
Fever; but, upon opening his Body, it appeared clearly to the 


Phyſicians and Surgeons, who were preſent, that he did not die 
a natural Death, but that he had been diſpatched out of the 
World by Poiſon; though by whom and for what Reaſon, never 
appeared n. 5 | 


In his private Life, his Wiſdom, Beneficence, Integrity, and 


unfeigned Attachment to the Church of England, were as con- 
ſpicuous as his Courage, and other Military Virtues, in his pub- 
| lic Character. So that he died equally lamented by all who 
knew him, either as a private Gentleman, or as an Engliſh Ad- 


miral. His Corps, according to his own Direction, was carried 
from Portſmouth to London, and decently interred in the Chancel 


of Stepney Church, where a noble Monument is erected to his 
Memory, all of white Marble, adorned with his Buſt in Ala- 
baſter. Over his Head are the Arms of his Family, viz. In a 
Field, Gules, three Bars, Or; and on a white Marble Table 
_ underneath, the following Inſcription. VVV 
„Ne id neſcias, Lector, D. Johannes Berry, Devonienſis, 


&© Dignitate Equeſtri clarus, Mari tantum non Imperator, de 


nam ob Res fortiter geſtas adeptus Gloriam, Fame ſatur, poſt 


Rege & Patria (quod & Barbari norunt) bene meritus, mag- 


m From the Memoirs before mentioned. ; This Gentleman 
might be ſaid to die in the Flower of his Age, if we conſider him 


as an Admiral; fince he was very little more than fifty-ſix, when 


thus carried off, 
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te multas reportatas Victorias, cum ab aliis vinci non potuit, Fatis 
4 ceffit 14 Feb. 1691, baptizatus 7 Jan. 1635.“ 

Tux Lady of Sir John Berry . him many Years, but 
he left no Iſſue by Ra ; or, fo far as I have been able to learn, 
ever had any ®. 

THESE, however ſcanty, are all the Memorials that we 
have been able to diſcover from Books or Information, as to the 
eminent Seamen who flouriſhed in this Reign, except it be a very 
ſew Dates in reſpect to the following illuſtrious Perſons. 

JOHN. Lord Berkley of Stratton, was the Son of Sir Fohn 
Berkley, the faithful Servant of King Charles I. and ng 
Charles II. by whom, during his Exile, he was created Baron 
Stratton, in the County of Somerſet, and younger Brother to 
Charles Lord Berkley of teen who died at Sea in 1682. This 
noble Lord was Rear-Admiral at the Time of the Revolution, 
Groom of the Stole, and firſt Gentleman of the Bed- chamber to 
Prince George of Drazers ; and, as we have ſeen, often Ad- 
miral of the n the Wi of K William, and Colonel 
of the ſecond Regiment of all which Employments 
he was poſſeſſed, v when he died 2; | Salk 27, 1696-7, leaving 
behind him no Iflue Male, ſo that the Title devolved on his 
younger Brother William, Father to the * worthy Noble- E 
man John Lord Berkley of Stratton ?. 
Tux Honourable Edward Neville, Eſq; was the ſecond Son 
of George Lord Abergavenny, and, notwi ing bis high Birth, 

arrived at his Station in the Navy by pure Dint of Merit. He 
died on board The Lincoln the 12th of September, 1701, in the 
Thirty-ſeventh Year of his Age, as his Squadron made the Land 
of Virginia, and left behind him a Son, who is now Lord Aber- 
gauenny, and a Daughter %. 

Wx cannot ſhut up our Account of this Reign better than by 
an Abſtract of the Royal Navy, as it ſtood at the Deceaſe of 
King William, that the Reader, by comparing it with the Ab- 

ſtract at the Cloſe of our laſt Volume, may from thence diſcern 
how far, notwithſtanding ſo long a War, and ſo many other In- 


terruptions and Misfortunes, our Nay al Force enereaſed i in the 
Space of thirteen Vears. 


This particular is likewiſe taken from his Brother's Me- 


moirs. P Collins's Peerage of England, Vol, iv. p. 168. ld. 
bid. P. _ Bo 


ABSTRACT 
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ABSTRACT of the Royal n as it ſtcod December 25, 1701. 
Rates. Number. Guns. Men. 


I. T3 5 6 5312 
II. 14 | ol 1,276 8,824 
| III. 45 984 35199 18,561 | 
IV. 63 a 35253 15,329 
Wo 36 [ 1,094 4,680 


VI. . 
3 3 "206 - 10,078 53,921 
Fire-Ships | 9” 07 5392 
Bend. Weges „ 
Yatches — * 
CHAP. III 


Containing the Naval Hi ory of GREAT BRITAIN, from 


the Acce 4 | Gra ber Majeſty Gen ANNE, to the Union of 


the two 


1 


was extreamly happy at Home, and her Reputation car- 


ried to the greateſt Height Abroad. A Reign that will always be 


remembered with Honour, and make a ſhining Figure in our 
| Hiſtories, as long as Hiſtories ſhall laſt: A Reign, in the Begin- 
ning of which all Party Animoſities were buried in Oblivion, 
and the Tories ſeemed as ſenſible of the Neceſſity of a War, as 


the Whigs, and as ready to carry it on; which was the true 
Reaſon why it was proſecuted for ſo many Years with ſuch Vi- 


gour and Succeſs, as had never attended our Arms fince the 
glorious Days of Queen Elizabeth, and which ought therefore to 
- convince us, that we are never to hope a thorougt Settlement 


at Home, with an effectual Support of our juſt s to Re- 
ſpect and Freedom of Commerce Abroad, until there is a new | 
| ition of Parties, and all Men are taught to think that he is 


a publick Enemy, who avows any other Intereſt than that of 
his Country. 


QuEENn Anne acceded to the Throne on the 8th of March, 
1701-2, in the Flower of her Age, if we conſider her Dignity, 
being then about * * had a very ou Mo- 

eration 


E are now come to that Reign, under which the Nation 
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deration in her Conduct from the Time of the Revolution, and 
knew how to temper her Relation to the State, with that which 
ſhe bore to her Family ; of which ſhe gave a remarkable Inſtance 
in the latter Part of her Life, by procuring the Iſland of Sicily, 
for her Couſin the Duke of Savoy. She opened her Reign by a 
very wiſe and well-judged ** to her Privy-Council, in which 
ſhe declared, how ſenſible ſhe was of the unſpeakable Loſs the 
Nation had ſuſtained by the Death of the late King, and the Bur- 
den it brought upon herſelf, which nothing, ſhe ſaid, could en- 
courage her to undergo, but the great Concern ſhe had for the 
Preſervation of the Religion, Laws, and Liberty of her Country 
and that no Pains ſhould be wanting on her Part, to defend and 
ſupport them, and to maintain the Proteſtant Succeſſion. Slice 
declared her Opinion for carrying on the Preparations againſt 
France, and ſupporting the Allies; and ſaid, ſhe would counte- 
nance thoſe who concurred with her in maintaining the preſent 
Conſtitution and Eftabliſhment *. ” | 
In purſuance of this Declaration, the Queen wrote to the States- 
General to aſſure them, that ſhe would follow exactly the Steps of 
her Predeceſſor, in the Maintenance of the common Cauſe againſt 
the common Enemy: And as a farther Proof of her Sincerity, 
The declared the Earl of Marlborough, whom the late King had 


ſent Ambaſſador and P!enipotentiary to the States, Captain-Gene- 
\ ral of her Forces, and gave him a blue Ribband. She likewiſe 


appointed Sir George Rooke, Vice-Admiral of England, and George 
/ Churchill, Eſq; Admiral of the Red, in the Room of Matthew 
AyImer, Eſq; afterwards Lord Aylmer, whom we have mentioned 
alrcady, and of whom we ſhall have Occafion to ſpeak very ho- 
nourably hereafter. Theſe Steps were ſufficicnt to demonſtrate 
the Reality of the Queen's Intentions, and therefore we have al] 
the Reaſon in the World to believe, that the Queen had a very 
good Defign in placing her Conſort, George Prince of Denmark, 
at the Head of the Admiralty ; though to do this it was found — 
ö 95 quiſite 


It is very remarkable, that the Conduct of the Queen at the Be- 
ginning of her Reign, was ſuch, as gave the higheſt Satisfaction to all 
Parties ; for ſhe avoided the Error of Nero, by neither ſcrewing up 
the Strings of Government too high, nor letting them run too low. 
It had been happy for her, and for her Subjects, if ſhe had ſteadily 
purſued this Conduct through the Courſe of her Reign, inſtead of 
putting herſelf into the Hands of one Party firſt, and then of another ; 

th which had very ill Conſequences, with reſpe& to her Majeſty's 
Quiet, and to the good of her Subjects. This Reflection I thought 
neceſſary here, becauſe, by inſerting it, I ſhall avoid the Neceflity of 
being gbliged to ſay ſomething like it, on ſeveral other Occafions. 
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quiſite to remove the Earl of Pembroke, then Lord High- Admiral, 
who was actually preparing to go to Sea. It is true a large Pen- 
fion was offered him ; but his Lordſhip anſwered, with great Ge- 
neroſity and public Spirit, that however convenient it might be 
for his private Intereſt, yet, the accepting ſuch a Penſion was in- 
conſiſtent with his Principle ; and therefore, ſince he could not 
have the Honour of ſerving his Country | in Perſon, he would eu- 
deavour to do it by his Example *. 

Tu new Lord High-Admiral had a. Council appointed him 
by his Commiſſion, viz. Sir George Rooke, Sir David Mitchel, 
George Churchill, Eſq; and Richard Hill, Eſq; who were to aſt 
him with their Advice, and alſo in the Execution of his Office. How 
far all this was legal, has been, and, I believe, will remain, v 
doubtful ; but at that Time no body queſtion'd i it, and therefore 
we ſhall proceed to ſhew what was done under it, obſerving as 
near as may be, the Order of Time in which Events fell out, and 
that Method in relating them, which 1 is moſt likely to {ct them in 


a proper Point of Light ©, a 
Tur 


d The Advancement of the Earl of "EF to this eminent Dig- 
nity of Lord High Admiral of England, as it was not owing at all to 
Court Favour, but merely, as I — hinted before, to the Expe- 
diency of laying that Board aſide, and lodging the Power of it in a 
fingle Hand. There were few of our Nobility who could have been 
Competitors for ſuch an Office, and none that with Juſtice could be 

preferred to the Earl of Pembroke. He had Prudence which tem- 
pered a great Vivacity in his Conſtitution, and Zeal for the Service 
of his Country, which was very obſervable in all his Actions, though 
he did not make ſo much Shew of it, as others might do in Words. 
He had a Steadineſs of Mind, not to be ſhaken by Power or Titles, 
and a Virtue ſo heroic, that neither the Vices of thoſe, or of worſe 
Times, could corrupt. He ſhewed on this Occaſion, his Loyalty as 
well as Spirit; for though he refuſed a Penſion, yet through the 
Courſe of her Reign, he ſerved the Queen with the ſame Chearful- 
neſs and Fidelity, as if he had retained his Poſt ; aud therefore, in 
1708, when Prince George of Denmark died, her Majeſty reſtored 
him to it. A full Proof of her removing him at preſent from no other 
Motive than that of making Way for her Conſort. - 
| © It is not eaſy to find a Reaſon why, fince the Illegality of this 
Commiſſion was ſq quickly ſuſpected, it ſhould afterwards lie ſo long 
aſleep, and then be revived again, as ſoon as Complaints were made to 
Parliament of the Conduct of the Navy. Thoſe who adviſed this 
Commiſſion, and thoſe who drew it, were certainly very much to 
blame ; and fince this is a Charge of a high Nature, and againſt great 
Men, I think myſelf obliged to explaiu it particularly. As King 
William's 
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Tu firſt Expedition in the new Reign, was that of Sir Johx 


Munden, for intercepting a Squadron of French Ships, that were to 
ſail from the Groyne, in order to carry the new Vice-Roy of Mexico 
to the Spaniſh Hefi-Indies. This Deſign was contrived by the 
Earl of Pembrete, and Sir John was made Choice of on Account 
of his known Courage and Conduct, as well as Zeal and Dili- 
gence, in the Service. He failed on the 12th of May, 1702, with 
eight Ships of the Third Rate, The Saliſpury a Fourth Rate, and 
two Frigates ; when he was at Sea, he communicated his Orders 
to his Captains, which hitherto had been abſolutely ſecret. On 
the 16th he found himſelf on the Coaſt of Galicia; whereupon 
he ſent The Saliſbury and Dolphin to gain Intelligence, which they 
failed of. He then ſent them a ſecond Time, and they brought 
off a Spaniſh Boat, and a French Bark, with ſeveral Priſoners, 
who aſſerted, that there were thirteen French Ships of War, 
bound from Rochelle to the Groyne, and therefore Sir Fobn iſſued 
the neceſſary Orders for keeping his Squadron between them and 
the Shore, that he might be the better able to intercept them. 
Theſe Orders were iſſued on the 27th, and on the 28th, he diſ- 
covered fourteen Sail between Cape Prior and Cape Ortugal, 
cloſe under the Shore, to whom he inſtantly gave Chace; but 
out- ſailing him very much, got into the Groyne before he 
could poflibly come up with them. Upon this he called a Coun- 
cil of War, wherein it was agreed, that (ſince the Accounts they 
had received from their Priſoners agreed perfectly well, and ſeem- 
cd to make it clear, that there were no leſs than ſeventeen of the 
Enemy's Ships of War in the Harbour, which was ftrongly for- 
tified, and had a narrow and dangerous Entrance) it was therefore 
moſt expedient for them to follow the latter Part of their Inſtruc- 
tions, by which they were directed, in caſe they could do no- 
thing on the Coaſt of Spain, to repair into the Soundings, there 
to protect the Trade, and to give Notice of their Return to the 
Board of Admiralty immediately. This Sir Fohn accordingly did, 
about the Middle of June; but then the Squadron _ much 
_ diſtreſſed 


William's creating a Lord High Admiral was a Benefit to the Public, 
ſo Queen Anne's Commiſſion was an Injury to it. For, by appoint- 
ing Prince George of Denmark a Council, ſhe eſtabliſhed again that 

Evil which King William took away ; and whereas, the Powers of 
the Lords Commiſſioners of the Admiralty were ſettled by an Expreſs 
Act of Parliament, here was a new Board eſtabliſhed, veſted with like 

Powers; but thoſe unknown to the Law, which could take Notice 

only of the Lord High Admiral, notwithſtanding that this Council of 
his was appointed by his Commiſſion. : | 
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diſtreſſed for Proviſions, it was found neceſſary, on the 20th of 
June, to repair into Port“. 
Tux Miſcarriage of this Deſign made a very great Noiſe: It 
was diſcovered that only eight of the twelve Ships that had been 
chaſed into the Groyne, were Men of War, and that the reſt were 
only Tranſports : It was alſo ſaid, that Sir John Munden had 
called off The Saliſbury when ſhe was actually engaged with a 
French Man of War, — 8 N ed ow Priſoners he 
had taken v ipitately. Io q e Reports, and to 
explain the whole Aﬀai to the World (which is, to be ſure, the 
beſt Method in all ſuch Caſes) the High-Admiral Prince George 
iſſued his Commiſſion for a rt-Martial, for the Trial of Sir 
Jahn Munden. 5 
Tus Court fat on Board her Majeſty's Ship The Queen, at 
Spithead, on the 13th of July, 1702, where were preſent Sir 
Cloudeſfly Shovel, Admiral of the MI hite, Preſident, and the Cap- 
tains following, viz. Cole, Myngs, Leake, Greenhill, Turvill, 
Swanton, Good, Mayne, Kerr, Clarke, Ward, Cooper, Bridges, 
Maynard, Crow, Littleton, and Hollyman ; who being all ſworn, 
and having examined the ſeveral Articles exhibited againſt Rear- 
Admiral Arden, gave their Opinion, that he had fully cleared 
| N ” himſelf 


4 Burchet's Naval Hiſtory, p. 613. Where he obſerves, that af- 
ter chaſing theſe fourteen Sail into the Groyne, Sir John Munden 
called a Council of War, in which his Captains took into Conſidera- 
tion, | | | | | . . 
J. The Intelligence from a Perſon who belonged to a French 
** Merchant-Ship, from Rochelle, and ſome Spaniards taken from 
** the Shore; the former affirming, that when he came from Ro- 
** chelle, he left there twelve Ships of War in the Road, ready to 
* fail to the Groyne with the firſt fair Wind ; that one of them had 
* 70 Guns, one 50, and all the reſt 60; and that the Faulcon, (a 
Fourth Rate taken from us the laſt Year) was going thither before 
them. :: * 
II. That the Spaniards were very poſitive the Duke of Albu- 
e querque was at the Groyne with two thouſand Soldiers, and that 
there were already in that Port, three French Ships of War of fifty 
Guns each, and twelve more expected from Rochelle; and ſince 
* both theſe Accounts ſo well agreed, and it was judged, there were 
* ſeventeen Ships of War in the Port, that the Place was ſo ſtrongly 
* fortified, and the Paſſage thereinto very difficult, it was unani- 
* mouſly determined, that they could not be attempted there, with 
any Probability of Succeſs ; and that, by remaining in the Station, 
* they could not have any Proſpect of doing Service: So that it 
a 8 proper to repair into the Soundings for protecting che 
2 be A V R N | 


8 . 
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himſelf from the whole Matter contained in them; and, as far 
as it appeared to the Court, had complied with his InftruQtions, 
and behaved himſelf with great Zeal and in the Service. 
But notwithſtanding this Acquittal, it was thought neceſſary to 
lay him aſide, that the Striftneſs and Impartiality of the new Ad- 
miniſtration might the better appear. Biſhop Burnet indeed, 
charges Sir oy Munden roundly with Stupidity and Cowardice, 
and blames Sir George Rooke more than he, for having recom- 
6 But Mr. Oldmixon, who was of the ſame 
Party with the Biſhop, is is pleaſed to ſuggeſt, that it was not ſo 
much for an Fault he had committed, but becauſe he was not in 
Sir George Rooke's good Graces, that Sir John Munden was diſ- 
miſſed . For my own Part, I am inclined to belieye what the 
Preſident and Council of War declared upon their Oaths, that 
this 


© This is ſo harſh a Charge, that I find myſelf obliged to ſupport it, 
by citing the Biſhop's own Words, which are theſe.” : 

% Advice was ſent over from Holland, of a Fleet that had failed 
from France, and was ordered to call in at the Groyne. Munden 
* was recommended by Rooke, to be ſent againſt this Fleet ; but tho' 
he came up to them, with a ſuperior Force, yet he behaved him- 
« ſelf ſo ill, and ſo unſucceſsfully, that a Council of War was order- 

« ed to fit on him. They, indeed, acquitted him; ſome excuſing 
- © themſelves, by ſaying, that if they had condemned him, the Puniſh- 
„ment was Death; whereas, they thought his Errors flowed from a 
* Want of Senſe, ſo that it would have been hard to condemn him 
for a Defe& of that, which Nature had not given him. Thoſe 
ho recommended him to the Employment, ſeemed to be more in 
% Fault.” But Mr. Secretary Burchet, who, to be ſure was better 
acquainted with all the Proceedings on this Affair, than the Biſhop 
could poſſibly be, delivers his Judgment in theſe Words. This 
« was a very unlucky Accident ; yet the ſame Misfortune might have 
happened to any other good Officer as well as Sir John Munden, 
* who (to do him Juſtice) had, during his long Service in the Fleet, 
« behaved himſelf with Zeal, Courage, and Fidelity; and though 
* himſelf and all the Captains in his Squadron, did unanimouſly con- 
0 clude, that at leaſt twelve of the fourteen Ships which they chaſed 
into the Groyne, were Men of War, their Number agreeing exact - 
ly with the Intelligence from ſeveral Perſons taken from the Shore; 
yet, even in that Caſe, it is reaſonable to think, that he would 
have given a very good Account of this Affair, could he poſſibly 
have come up with them.“ Naval Hiſtory, p. 613. 

i Oldmixon's Hiſtory of England, Vol. ii. p. 289. It is very re- 
markable, that though theſe two Writers flatly contradi& one ano- 
ther; yet they agree in having each a Stroke at Sir George Rooke ; | 
but as their Poiſons are oppolite, ſo ey very happily prove Anti- 
dotes to each other. 
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| this Gentleman did his Duty as far as he could, and it would be 
a very Satisfaftion to me, if I could account as well for 
ev iſcarriage that I ſhall be obliged to relate in the Courſe of 
this Work. 


On the 4th of May, 1702, her Majeſty declared War againſt 
France and Spain; this was while Sir Fobn Munden was abroad, 
and I mention it, becauſe this Declaration was thought neceſſary 
before the grand Fleet failed ; the Defign of which, as far as I 
am able to judge, has been hitherto very imperfectly accounted 
for. The great View of King Milliam for it was, by him the 

Cadiz Expedition was concerted to prevent the French from get- 
ting Poſſeſſion of the Spaniſh Weſt-Indies ; or at leaſt to prevent 
their keeping them long, if they did. With this View he re- 
ſolved to ſend a grand Fleet, under the Command of the then 
High-Admiral the Earl of Pembroke, with a Body of Land Forces, 
under the Command of the Duke of Ormonde, on Board, to make 
themſelves Maſters of Cadiz. By this Means, and by the Help 
of a Squadron he had ſent into the Veſt-Indies, and which was 
to have been followed by another as ſoon as Cadiz was taken, he 
| hoped this might be effected; and he knew very well, if this 

could be once done, an End would be put to all the French De- 
ſigns, and they muſt be obliged to terminate the Matter, to the 
Satisfaction at leaſt of the itime Powers. The Scheme was 
undoubtedly very well laid, and the Secret ſurprizingly well kept; 
for though the preparing of ſo great an Armament could not be 
hid, yet the Intent of it was ſo effectually concealed, that France, 
Spain, and Portugal then in Alliance with France and Spain, 
had equal Cauſe to be alarmed ; which had Conſequences very fa- 
vourable to the grand Alliance in all theſe Countries. 3 
AFTER the Queen's Acceſſion, Sir George Rooke was declared 
Admiral of this Fleet, Vice-Admiral, and Lieutenant of the Ad- 
miralty of England, and Lieutenant of the Fleets and Seas of this 

Kingdom: The Duke of Or monde remained, as before, General 
of the Land Forces, and the Dutch having joined the Fleet with 
| their Squadron, which had alſo its Quota of Troops on Board, 


the Admiral hoiſted the Union Flag on Board the Royal Sovereign 


on the 3oth of May, 1702; and on the iſt of June his Royal 
Highneſs the Prince of Denmark dined on Board the Admiral, 
and took a View of the Fleet and Army, which was ſoon in a 
Condition to ſail. Beſides Sir George Rooke, there were the fol- 
lowing Flags, Vice-Admiral Hopſon, who carried a Red Flag at 
the Fore-top-maſt-head of The Prince George ; Rear- Admiral 
Fairbourne, who carried the bite at the Mizen-top-maſt-head 
of The St. George; and Rear-Admiral Graydon, who carried the 
Blue Flag in the ſame Manner in The Triumph, There were 


five 
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five Dutch Flags; viz. Two Admirals, two Vice-Admirals, and 


a Rear. The Strength of this Fleet conſiſted in thirty Engl, 


and twenty Dutch Ships of the Line, excluſive of ſmall Veſſels 
and Tenders, which made in all about 160 Sail. As to the 


Troops, the Engliſh conſiſted of 9,663, including Officers, and 


the Dutch of 4,138, in all 13,801 5. 
O the 19th of June, the weighed from Spithead, and 
came to an Anchor at St. Helen's. On the 22d the two Rear- 
Admiral, Fairbourne and Graydon, were detached with a Squa- 
dron of sthirty Engliſb and Dutch Ships, with Inſtructions firſt to 
look into the Groyne, and in caſe there were any French Ships 
there, to block them up ; but if not, to cruize ten or twelve 
__ N. W. off Cape Finifter, till they ſhould be joined 
On. the 10th of Auguſt the Fleet reached the Rock of Liſbon, 
where the next Day they held a Council War. On the 12th they 
came before Cadiz, and anchored at the Diſtance of two Leagues 
from the City, Sir Thomas Smith, Quartermaſter-General, having 
viewed and ſounded the Shore on the Backſide of the Ile of Leon, 
in which Cadiz ſtands, and reported, that there were very con- 
venient Bays to make a Deſcent. The Duke of Ormonde vehe- 
mently inſiſted in a Council of War, upon ing in that Iſle, 
in order to a ſudden and vigorous Attack of the Town, where 


the Conſternation was ſo great, that in all Probability the Enter- 


prize would have ſucceeded ; but ſeveral of the Council, eſpe- 
_ cially the Sea-Officers, oppoſing the Duke's Motion, it was re- 


ſolved, that the Army ſhould firſt take the Fort of St. Katherine, 


and Port St. Mary, to facilitate thereby a nearer Approach to Ca- 
diz. The next Day, September 13th, the Duke of Or monde ſeut 
a Trumpet to Cadiz, with a Letter to the Duke de Brancaccio 
the Governor, whom the Duke had known in the Spaniſb Ser- 
vice, in the laſt Confederate War: But in Anſwer to the Letter, 

. immiting 


That this was a very great Force, and that the Public had reaſon 
to frame great Expectations to themſelves, as to its Succeſs, all the 
World muſt allow : but, on the other Hand, our Expectations ought 
never to prejudice us ſo far as to reſolve not to be ſatisfied with a juſt 
Account of their Diſa | 
Rooke ſpoke coldly of the Expedition before he failed ; and this he 


tells us, to prove that Sir George intended to do the Enemy 


no hurt. But the Miſchief lies here, that Sit George ſuſpected they 
ſhould do no great good, becauſe this Expedition was of a doubtful 
Nature ; for on the one Hand they were enjoined to ſpeak to the 
Spaniards as Friends, and at the ſame Time were ordered to a& a. 
Zainſt them as Foes, | 
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pointment. Biſhop Burnet ſays, that Sir George 
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inviting him to ſubmit to the Houſe of Auſtria, Brancaccio re- 


plicd, he would acquit himſelf honourably of the Truſt that was 


repoſed in him by the King ®. On the 15th of Auguf, the 
Duke of Ormond: landed his Forces in the Bay of Bulls, above a 


Mile on the Left of St. Katherine's Fort, the Cannon of which 
fired on his Men all the while, but with little Execution. The 
firſt that landed were 1200 Grenadiers, led by Brigadier Pallant, 


and the Earl of Donnegall; they were obliged to wade to the 
Shore, and were all very wet when they reached it. In the mean 
Time Captain Jumper in The Lenox, and ſome Engliſh and 
Dutch light Frigates, kept firing on the Horſe that near 
the Coaſt, and were repulſed by the Enxgliſb Foot. The Duke of 
Ormonde, as ſoon as the Troops were landed, ſent to ſummon 
Fort St. Katherine; but the Governor replied, he had Cannon 


mounted, with Powder and Ball ſufficient to receive him. On 
the 16th the whole Army marched to a Camp marked out for 


them near La Rotta, a Town within a League of the Place, 
where they landed, from which moſt of the Inhabitants were fled; 


but ſtrict Orders being given againſt plundering, many of them 


returned ; and, had the Spaniards given due Attention to the 


Coaſt, they needed not to have been in any Conſternation. 
Tun Duke of Ormonde, having left a Garriſon of three hun- 

dred Men in La Rotta, marched on the 20th of Auguſt towards 

Part St. Mary's. Some Squadrons of Spaniſh Horſe, about fix 


hundred in Number, fired upon the Duke's advanced Guards, 


and killed Lieutenant Colonel Gore's Horſe, of the Dragoons, 
but retired on the Approach of the Engliſh Grenadiers, of whom 
a Detachment under Colonel Pierce, of the Guards, were ſent to 
take Fort St. Katherine ; which they did, and made a hundred 
and twenty Spaniards Prifoners of War. The Duke entered 


Port 


h The Reader will be better ſatisfied as to this Matter, if he con- 
ſalts the Collections of Lamberti, Tom. ii. p. 25 1. When the Duke 


of Ormonde ſammoned Fort St. Katherine, he declared, that if the 


Governor did not accept bis Terms, he ſhould be hanged, and none of 
his Soldiers receive Quarter. To this, the Governor anſwered with 
great Spirit and Juſtice, That if he muſt be hanged, it was all one to 


him, whether by the Duke of Ormonde, or the Governor of Cadiz; 


and therefore he deſired leave to ſend to him for his Orders, which 
was refuſed. Theſe quick Proceedings, inſtead of drawing the Spa- 
niards to declare for the Houſe of Auſtria, rendered them averſe to it. 
At leaſt, this was Sir George Rooke's Sentiment, who laboured all 
he could to ſerve the common Cauſe without provoking the 


eople of that Country, whom his Inſtructions directed him to pro- 
te&, 


Duke's Declaration, publiſhed at his firſt coming on the Spaxiſh 
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tance to eſtabliſh themſelves under the Government of the Houſe 
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Port St. Mary s, attended by the General Officers, viz, Sir Hey- 


ty Bellaſis, N the Earl of Portmore, Sir 


Charles Hara, and Baron Speer; Majors-General; Colonel S-y- 
mour, Colonel Lloyd, Colonel ws, Colonel Hamilton. 


and Colonel Pallant, now Brigadiers General: And notwithſtand- 


ing the ſtrict Orders the Duke had iſfued againſt Plunder, there 
was a very great Failing in the Execution of them, for which Sir 
Henry Bellaſis and Sir Charles Hara, were put under Arreſt 


when they came to England. Bellaſis was diſmiſſed the Service; 


and though Hara eſcaped public Cenſure, he did not private. 


Mr. Methuen, her Majeſty's Envoy in Portugal, in a Letter to 


the Duke of Ormonde, dated Augu/t iſt, gave this wholeſome Ad- 
vice the Contutt-of the Army: That the Point of 
Importance, was, to inſinuate to the Spaniards, and 
by thei Proceeding, that came not as Enemies to 
Spain, but only to free them from France, and give them Aſſiſ- 


of Auſtria. It being found too difficult to approach Cadiz, while 


the Spaniards were in Poſſeſſion of Matagorda Fort, over againſt 
the Puntal, it was ordered to be attacked, and a Battery of four 
Pieces of Cannon erected againſt it; but upon each Zig, 


the 
Guns ſunk into the Sands, and after a fruitleſs Attempt, the De- 
ſign was given over, and the Troops ordered to embark ; which 


was done accordingly, with Intention to make the beſt of their 


Way home. The Spaniards did indeed endeavour to difturb 
them in their Retreat, but with very little Succeſs, a Detach- 


ment of Engliſh and Dutch Troops, under the Command of Co- 


lonel Fox, having quickly repulſed them, with the Loſs of a few 
of their Horſe, who were the moſt forward in the Attack, which 
diſcouraged the reſt ſo, that ſow or none of our People were bot 


in — 2 their Ships 
py 


{ of our — the Cadiz Expedition i is . as 


not much to the Reputation of the Nation in general, or of Sir 
George Rooke, in particular. As to the Diſorders at St. Mary's, 


of 
i The Tru ee was. dat ths Conferences found Cadis 


in a much better Situation than they expected, Themſelves worſe re- 


ceived than they hoped, and the General Officers ſo much divided in 


their Opinions, that a Retreat was thought more adviſeable than any 
other Meaſure in a Council of War. If Sir George Rooke, before 


he put to Sea foreſaw any of the Difficulties they then met with, few 
People at this Time of Day, I believe, think ſuch a Foreſight a Diſ- 
credit to him, either as a Stateſman or an Admiral. As to his own 
Conduct, he was called to an Account for it before the Houſe of 
Lords, and, as we ſhall ſee elſewhere, defended it ſo well, that no 
Imputation could be fixed upon him. 
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ders, and even ſuch of them as are viſibly in the French Intereſt ; 
ſo that if we decide according to Evidence, it is impoſſible for 
us to join in that Clamour which diſcontented People raiſed upon 
this * 
Wu the Admiral was intent on bringing the Fleet and For- 
ces ſafely home, Providence put it in his Power to do his 

a more ſignal and effectual Service, than even the taking of Cadiz 
would have been. Captain Hardy, who commanded her Majeſ- 
ty's Ship The Pembroke, was ſent to Water in Lagos-Bay, 
Where he learnt from his Converſation with the French Conſul, 
„ e boaſt of their good Fortune, that they 
had lately received great News, though he would not tell him 
what it was. Soon aſter arrived an Expreſs from Liſbon, with 
Letters for the Prince of Heſſe and Mr. Methuen ; which, when 
he underſtood they were no longer on Board the Fleet, he refuſed 


to deliver, and actually carried them back to Lisbon. In Diſ- 


to the Fleet, with which however he did not meet until 
of October, and even then the Wind blew ſo hard, that 
he found it impoſſible to ſpeak with the Admiral till the 6th, when 
he informed him of what he had heard. Upon this Sir George 
called a Council of War immediately, compoſed of the Engliifo 


 tually 
differ with them, it is purely out of Reſpe& to Truth. — = The 
French Hiſtorians ſay, that the Prince of Heſſe Darmſtadt, whom the 


Emperor had appointed General and Commander in Chief of ſuch 
Spaniards as ſhould manifeſt their Fidelity to the Houſe of Auſtria. 
did little or no Service by the violent Memorials which he publiſhed, 
filled with perſonal Reproaches and warm Threats againſt fuch as ad- 


hered to King Philip. At firſt, however, it is admitted, that the Spa- 


niards did not ſhew any great Zeal for the Intereſt of their new 
Prince ; but after they were Pre by the Barbarities committed at 
the Port of St Mary, they loſt all Patience, and fought with ſuch 


Bitterneſs and - Indignation, as is ſcarce to be expreſſed. The ſame 


Hiſtorians fay, that the Duke of Ormonde, and his Forces, when 
| they attacked Mattagorda Fort, were expoſed to a prodigious Fire 
from the Place, while they were able to form no better Battery than 

two Field-Pieces, and two ſmall Mortars, the Ground being ſo fwam- 
Py as not to bear heavy Artillery. Hiſtoire Militaire, Tom. iii. p. 
702. Limieres, Tom. iii, p. 101, Larrey, Tom. iii. p. 544- 
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tually by the Kent's Boat; and the Captain underſtood that Monſ. 
Chateau- Remnant s Squadron of French Men of War, and the 
Spaniſh Galleons, were all in that Harbour; but the Wind blow- 
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ge into The Torbay; 4 
St. ze into The Eſſex, and Admiral Graydo# out 

Triumph into The Northumberland. A Detachment of fif- 
hſb, ten Dutch Men of War, with all the Fire- 


828 
Saag 


* 


27 


Service ®, Sk | 
V After reading this Account, it muſt ſarprize any Man to hear, 
that Biſhop Burnet the Admiral with Want of Diligence, ne- 
iſlike to this Service; when nothing can be 


muſt be allowed that the Diſpoſition was as good as the Place would 
admit. The Count de Chateau Renault, was a very gallant and expe- 
rienced Officer; and if, as theſe Writers ſay, his Reputation was 
heightened by this Accident, then it plainly proves, that our Officers 
ated as well as Men could be expected to act. Hiſtoire Militaire, 
Tom. iii. p. 717. Rapin Thoyras contings, Tom. xi. p. 487. Me- 
moires Hiſtoriques & Chronalogiques. It is perfectly clear 
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the Place till the 11th of Octo 
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Taz Duke of Ormonde, to facilitate this 
the South Side of the River, at the Diſtance of about 
from Vige, 2500 Men: then Shannon, I 
hundred Men, attacked a Stone Fort at the Entrance of the Har- 
bour, and having made himſelf Maſter of a Platform of forty 


Pieces of Cannon, the French Governor, Monſ. Sezel, ordered 
the Gates of to be thrown open, with a Reſolution to 
have forced his Way through the Engliſh Troops. But though 
in this Action; for his obeyed,. than the 
Grenadiers entered the Place Sword in Hand, and forced the 


paniards, in Number about 


F 
5 


in ref] the 
eos i . Gies b e Fir kun that 
J. | | 


ſoon, therefore, as our | 


Enemy's 

Fire- 

Rooke had 

have ; 

mong 2 

great Prudence forming this 

Diſpoſition, and the ( and | mirals, in quit- 
ng ths Ships, that they might have a in the Danger, as 
as in the Reputation, of this Action. miſcarried, we 
ſhould have had Reflections enough on \dmiral's Miftakes in this 
Matter; and, methinks, it is a li | to paſs in Silence this ex- 
traordinary Mark of his Conduct, and leave it to be commended, as 
it is, by the Dutch Hiſtorians only ; as if they alone knew how to 
value Merit, and we were concerned only to leſſen and traduce it. 

1 The French Writers fay, that at the 28 of the 
Duke of Ormonde's iers, the Spaniſh Militia threw down 
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her Larboard-fide entirely ſcorched, a hundred 

killed and drowned ; of whom about fixty jumped 
ſoon as they were grappled by the Fire-ſhip. The 
- whenhe found her in this Condition, went on Board The Monmouth 
Bokenham, in The oe 
with her Broadfide to t ery 
which was ſoon diſabled ; and Captain Francis Myvill, in The 
Barfleur, a Ship of the ſame Force, was ſent to batter the Fort 
on the other Side, which was a very troubleſome Service, ſince 


1155 


; 
231 


PE 
: 


41 


i 
it 


French Men of War, two Frigates, and a J 
ſunk, or taken; as were ſeventeen Galleons. As fo 

culars of the Enemy's Loſs, and of what we gained by this gre 
9 


: 


_ 


ty; and if we confider how many 
in the former Reign, and with how ſmall a Loſs this great Action was 
atchieved, we ſhall be ſatisfied that our Admirals deſerved the higheſt 
Commendation. . 


* French Ships taken, burnt, and run aſhore. 
| Shi bor. | No. of Guns. 
ort 
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BP. rei great deal of Trouble to the Paris Ga 
firſt ſpoke of this Misfortune, he affirmed» 
fr al the Pie was n on Shore and ſecured, and that we 


burnt. 3 No. of Guns 
Le Solide — — — 56 
L* Enterprenantüpqꝗꝙmẽavçkß — — 22 
La Choquante 3 9 
Le Favori, a Fi * 
Eight Advice Boats. 
Taken by the Exc11sn, and brought Home. 
Le Prompt — 
ö Loe Firme — — — en | 
4 — — 
1 | ; - Sidi ts ores: Fo 
Le Superbe ——— —— —— 70 
La Sirenne ————— 60 
Le Tren. - — — 2 
| 342 
Total, Ships 21 Guns 9 


Sir Galleons were taken by the Engliſh, and five by the Dutch, 
who ſunk fix. As to the Wealth on Board the Galleons, we never 


had any exact Account of it. It is certain, that the Spaniſh and 


French Ships had been twenty-five Days in Vigo-Harbour, before the 
Confederates arrived there, in which Time, they unladed the beſt 
Part of the Plate and rich Goods, and ſent them up the Country. 
The Galleons had 8 twenty Millions of Pieces of Eight, be- 
ſides Merchandiae, thought of equal Value. Of the Sil - 
ver, fourteen Millions were ſaved, * the Goods about five. Four 
Millions of Plate were deſtroyed, with ten Millions of Merchandize ; 


and about two Millions in Silver, and five in Goods, were brough: 
away by the — and Dutch. 
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had five Men of War funk in the Attack. Afterwards he re- 


trated the firſt Part of the Tale, and owned that a little _—_ | 


taken ; but he added, that nine of our Ships 
wrecked in their return, and all their Men loft ; ae hw 
this 


great an Impreſſion Loſs made on thoſe who had 
the Direction of this Gazette. Father Daniel gives a pretty fair 
Account of this Matter, and a late French very can- 


| Tazns were certin Circumſtances attending * __ of 


ours at Vigo, which. 
Stateſmen had all ie thcke Eye 
had actually fitted M 
under the Command of Sir Cloudefley 8 
had been ſent to Sir George Rooke, by the 
which never reached him ; and after all 
Cloudefley Shovel's would ſcarce have 
to have undertaken fo an 
Burnet, not at all dazzled with the 


Troops were embarking, . 
Orders to ſee the French Men of War and the Galleons that we 
had taken, and that were in a Condition to be brought to England, 


carefully rigged, and properly ſupplied with Men. He was like- 
wiſe directed to burn ſuch as could not be brought home, and to 


take all the Care he could to prevent Embezzlements ; and 
having appointed a ſtrong Squadron for this Service, the Admiral, 


with the reſt of the Fleet, and one of the Spaniſh Galleons, . ſailed 
home, * November, Tom 


04 
t See the 8 Hiſtory of Europe, for the Year 1702, 


If Sir George Rooke had been ſo negligent as the 


Biſhop. makes him, we had certainly never heard of the Spaniſh Fleet 
at Vigo at all ;. for though the — bg that the Admiral ſent to 
none of the Ports 3 were ſent to them all from 


Liſbon) yet the Matter of Fact is clearly this, that Sir George ſent 
Captain Hardy to Lagos Bay, and there he met with the only Expreſs 
that was ſent from Liſbon ; ſo that here we have a Charge, not only 


without Proof, but directly in the Teeth of Proof. 


the Naval Power of France was 
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Vera! 


* This Squadron failed from 


| » Barchet, Burnet, Oldmixon, be. 
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September, 
7th ; and Sir 
arrived on the 1oth 
Wight. See the London Gazette, No. 
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29th of 


No. 3862, 3863, where it is 
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the Fleet. came in under the Command of Sir Stafford Fairborne 
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of the greateſt Importance for carrying on 
and breeding their Seamen. At the latter of 
there was a ſmall Fort of ſix Guns, which he 
wholly demoliſhed : After all which Succeſs he failed home ſaſe- 
ly, though the Weather was bad, and arrived with the Squadron 
under his Command at Portſmouth, on the 1oth of November in 
the fame Year*. 

In this, as in the former War, nothing gave us or the 
Dutch more Diſturbance than the Motions made from Time to 
Time by the French Ships at Dunkirk, where this Year they 
had a ſmall Squadron under the Command of the famous Mon- 
ſieur de Pointis, This induced his Royal Highneſs to equip a 
particular Squadron under the Command of Commodore Beaumont, 
which had Orders in the latter End of the Month of June, to 
fail to the Mouth of that Port, in order to keep the French 
Ships from coming out. The States General had for the ſame 
Purpoſe a much ftronger Squadron under the Command of Rear- 
Admiral Vanderduſſen, for Reaſons of great Importance, as they 
apprehended ; though it afterwards appeared, that the French 
kept ſeven or eight Ships there purely to amuſe us and the 
Dutch, and to keep us in perpetual Motion. According to the 


ee Informations 
= See the London Gazette, No. 3861. 
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— we had here, the French were ſometimes ſaid to 
ve a Deſign of intercepting our homeward-bound 
Sweden and Ruffi2 ; according to others, they meditated 
ſcent upon Scotland; and a great deal of Pains and 
2 4.3 h, 4 1 Whoſe 
the Dut on 

beſt and earlieſt UT ſatisfied, 


Iron before Dunkirk to ei Men of ar of the Line, 
and ſent Vice-Admiral Evert ſen to command it. This Officer 
found himſelf fo ſtrictly tied up by his Inſtructions, that he 

y Aſc Commodore, when, in 


TI Ss ant he aa S that in the Beginning of 
1702, died the famous John Dubart. He was a Native of Dun- 
kirk, as ſome ſay, though others alledge that he was born at 
Newcaſtle upon Tyne, but . over a Child, was bred 

Sea 


. „ This is cer» 
tain, 


3 Dl » Navel Hiſtory, p- 635. Memoirs of Dankink, p. 315» 


London Gazette, No. 3857. In all Probability, the French them- 


| ſelves were the Authors of theſe Pieces of falſe Intelligence, on Pur- 
poſe to alarm us and our Allies, and to keep up the Reputation of 

this formidable Squadron. Thus much indeed was true, that the 
People of ö ONS BEER and the French 
from Time to Time promiſed them Aſſiſtance from Dunkirk ; but the 
Condition of their Marine at that Time, was ſuch as did not enable 
them to undertake any Thing of Importance ; and indeed the whole 
Strength of the Dankirk- Squadron was altogether inſufficient for per- 
forming any of the Enterprizes that it was ſuppoſed to be deſigned 
for. Inthis, therefore, lay the Error of our Miniſtry, that they had 
not proper Intelligence as to the Force of that Squadron, for this 


would have rendered it impoſſible for them to have been played upon 


as they were: . of Europe, for the 
Vear 1702, p. 480, 481. * 


Ships 2 
a 


Land 


tin, that his Mother was an Bag 46 Woman, and wy he ſpent 


ing out 
ance, r the Dunkirk — 
dron; in which Poſt he rendered himſelf ſufficiently terrible to 
the Engliſh and Dutch, by : 
almoſt all the other French Privateers together. He was 
by the Sieur Pointis, who had taken 
ena, and whom the French therefore thought it proper 
3 though it is certain he had neither the Induſtry nor 
of his Predeceſſor. But if we had nothing but the 
this Year's Trouble and 2 in which no leſs 


i 


to gain b — 2 — : 
wer Fw can any flight Commerce 
Peace, make the Powers 
run, on the breaking out 


| © This Dubart performed moſt of his dent Explois by mere 
dint of Knowledge. He derived from Nature a wonderful Ge- 
nius for Maritime Affairs, and improved this by a ſteady Appli- 
cation to them. His perfect Acquaintance with all the Coaſts enabled 
him to perform Wonders ; becauſe he, generally ſpeaking, had to do 
with Men much inferior to him in this Kind of Skill. He was, be- 
ſides, a moſt excellent Seamen, and never truſted to the Care of 
Others, what it was in his Power to ſee done himſelf. By this means, 
he kept his Skips conſtantly clean, and in readineſs to go to Sea 
whenever an ity offered ; and his Sagacity and Succeſs, 
placed him ſo high in the Eſteem of Lewis XIV. that he y 
made Choice of him, for the Execution of the moſt difficult Enter- 
om undertaken during his Reign; ſuch as the Convoying the | 
rince of Conti to Poland, and the Eſcorting the Tranſports for the 
Intended Deſcent on England, in 1697. 
© hint this, the rather becauſe ſome People have laid a 
Streſs on our Commerce, by means of that Port which they 1 
have us believe turns in the main more to our Advantage, than to 
that of the French. It is certain, however, that ſuch as are of this 
Opinion, have little Acquaintance with the Maxims of the French 
. Government, or the Attention that the preſent French Miniſtry pay 
to Things of this ads there being * no Nation 3 __ 
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te to him; 


yet the Admiral kept them Company being of 
that it might be better for the Service if he had a new ne of 


Mercure Hiſtorique et Politique, 1702. p. 657, where there is a 
very exact Account of his Proceedings, while on the Coaſt of Hiſ- 
pon: See alſo an Account of the Proceedings of Vice-Admiral 

bow, in the Weſt Indies, in the Appendix to the Complete Hiſto- 


ty of Europe, for the Year 1702, drawn up from his own Journal. 


— — — es 


1 3 * 


lying three, four, or five Miles a-ſtern. 
Wind, and though. the Admiral was within 
Enemy, yet the latter was ſo civil as not to fire. About two in 


my got into a Line, making what Sail they 
the Ships not coming up, the Admiral and The Ruby plyed them 
- with Chace-Guns, and kept them Company all Night b. 
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Bartel, and led himſelf on all Tacks ; he did fo, and the Line of 


| Battel then ſtood thus 8. 

The Breda, 

The Defiance, | 

The Greenwich, Captain - — 54 
The Ruby, Captain George Walken. —— — 48 
The Pendennis, Captain Seen Then Hudſon, ——— — 48 

The Windſor, N 1 * — — 60 
be Falmouth, rein — — 48 


O the 20th, at Day-break, he found himſelf very near the 
Enemy, with only The Ruby to aſſiſt him, the reſt of the Ships 
had but little 
-ſhot of the 


the Afternoon the Sea Breeze began to blow, and then the Ene- 
could; and the reſt of 


On the 21ſt the Admiral was on the Quarter of the ſecond 


Ship of the Enemy's Line within Point-blank-ſhot ; but The 
Die and of the ſame Ship, ſhe fired at her, as the 
other Ship did likewiſe chat was a-bead of the Admiral. The 


ae e that firſt attacked The Ruby, and plyed 
her ſo warmly, that was forced to tow off. The Admiral 
would have followed her, but The Ruby was in ſuch a Condition 
that he could not leave her. During this Engagement the Rear 
Ship of the Enemy's was a-breaſt of The Defiancee and W:ndſor, 
but neither of thoſe Ships fired a Shot. On the 22d at 


Day- break, The — was five es a- ſtern, though the 


* about three in 
the 


: Burchet, Oldmixon, and the Account cited in * laſt Note. 
Hence it appears, that if the Ruby had deſerted Admiral Benbow 


with the reſt, he could have done nothing; but muſt have been ob- 
|  liged to return to Jamaica, which was what his Captains aimed at: 
and if this could have been effected, they had in all Probability car- 


ried their Point, and the whole Blame had been thrown upon the Ad- 


miral ; which ſufficiently demonſtrates the Merit of the Gentleman 


who commanded the Ruby, viz. the late Sir George Walton, who 


| had, however, been tampered with by the other Captains; but when 
he came to conſider the Matter better, diſcharged his Duty as became 


him, 
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Enemy was ſix a-head, and the great 
Dutch Ship ted from them. At ten the Enemy tacked with 
the Wind at E. N. E. the Vice-Admiral fetched Point- blank 
within a Shot or two of them, and each gave the other his Broad 
ſide. About Noon they took from the Enemy a ſmall Engliſb 
Ship, called The Ann-Galley, which they had taken off the Rock 
of Lisbon. The Ruby being diſabled, the Admiral ordered her for 
Port-Royal. The reſt of the Squadron now came up, and the 
Enemy being but two Miles off, the brave Admiral was in Hopes 
ething at laſt, and therefore continued to ſteer after 

but his Ships, except The Falmouth, ſoon a- ſtern 
began to ſeparate *. 5 
Morning, they came up with- 


7 


T1201 
Fog?! 
: 
1 
TH 
5 
: 
; 
: 
: 


idge aloft. At three o Clock the Admiral's Right Leg 
to Pieces by a Chain-ſhot, and he was carried 
3 but he preſently ordered his Cradle on the Quarter-Deck, 
continued the Fight till Day. Then appeared the Ruins of 
's Ship of about ſeventy Guns, her Main-yard down 
Pieces, her Fore-top-ſail-yard ſhot away, her Mizen- 
by the Board, all her Rigging gone, and her Sides 
Pieces. The Admiral ſoon after diſcovered the Enemy 
ſtanding towards him with a ſtrong Gale of Wind. The Windſor, 
Pendennis, and Greenwich, a-head of the Enemy, came to the 
Leeward of the diſabled Ship, fired their broad-fides, paſſed her, 


115 


44 
J 


of her Broadfide, when the diſabled Ship returning about twenty 
Guns, The Defiance, put her Helm a-Weather, and ran away 
right before the Wind, lowered both her Top-fails, and ran to the 
Leeward of the Falmouth, without any Regard to the Signal of 
o R | 

TRE 


i See Burchet's Naval Hiſtory, and the Account of the Proceed- 
ings of Vice- Admiral Benbow, from whence, indeed, moſt of the other 
Accounts are tranſcribed. 5 5 

* In this all the Accounts we have, agree; and nothing can be 
plainer than that, if theſe Captains had now returned to their Duty, 
moſt of Ducaſſe's Squadron muſt have been taken. 

| It was upon full Evidence of this Fact, that Captain Kirby (whom 
the Gazette calls Kirkby) was condemned for Cowardice, though on 
ether Occaſions, he had behaved well. It was generally * 

t 


and lvod to the Southward : then came The Defiance, fired Part = 
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he arrived with his Squadron very weak with a Fever induced by 
his Wounds, and was ſoon after joined by Rear-Admiral hei- 
one, with the Ships under his Command *. 
As ſoon as he conveniently could, Vice-Admiral Benbow iſſued 
a Commiſſion to Rear Admiral I berſtone, and to ſeveral Cap- 
tains, to hold a Court Martial for the Trial of ſeveral Offenders. 
On the 6th of October, 1702, the Court ſet at Port- Royal, when 
Captain Kirby, of The Defiance, was brought upon his Trial. He 
was accuſed of Cowardice, Breach of Orders, and Neglect of Du- 
7 ; which Crimes were proved upon Oath, by the Admiral him- 
elf, ten Commiſſion, and eleven Warrant-Officers; by whoſe 
Evidence it appeared, that the Admiral boarded Ducaſ/e in Perſon 
three Times, and received a large Wound in his Face, and ano- 
ther in his Arm, before his Leg was ſhot off: That Kirby, after 
two or three Broadſides, kept always out of Gun-ſhot, and by his 
Behaviour created ſuch a Fear of his Deſertion, as greatly diſ- 
c the Engliſb in the Engagement: That he kept two or 
three Miles a- ſtern all the ſecond Day, though commanded again 
and again to keep his Station: That the third Day he did not fire 
2 Gun, though he ſaw the Admiral in the deepeſt Diſtreſs having 
two or three French Men of War upon him at a Time, and that 
he threatened to kill his Boatſwain for repeating the Admiral's 
Command to fire. He had very little to ſay for himſelf, and there- 
fore was ſentenced to be ſhot. The ſame Day Captain Conſtable, 
of The Windſor, was cried ; his own Officers vindicated him from 
Cowardice, but the reſt of the Charge being clearly proved, he 
was ſentenced to be caſhiered, and to be * during her 
Majeſty's Pleaſure. The next Day Captain Made was tried, and 
the Charge being fully proved by ſixteen Commiſſion and Warrant 
Officers on Board his own Ship, as alſo that he was drunk during 
the whole Time of the Engagement ; he, making little or no 
Defence, had the ſame Sentence with Kirby. As for Captain 
Hudſon, he died a few Days before his Trial ſhould have come 
on, and thereby avoided dying as Kirby and Wade did; for his 
Caſe was exactly the ſame with theirs o. 3 
| | PON 


| = The Reaſon of his retiring, is given in the former Note, and the 
Truth of this Account is verified in the Hiſtoire de S. Domingue, vol. 
IV. p. 203. | | | | 

6 Thie taken from the Proceedings of the Court. Martial, which 
is referred to in the London Gazette, No. 3878, where we have the 
following ſhort Account of the whole Affair. * As ſoon as M. Du- 
« caſſe with his Squadron, appeared in Sight, The Admiral immedi- 
* ately made a Signal for Battle, and attacked the Enemy very brisk 

Vor. III. P Wk 
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Upon the 12th came on the Trials of Captain Vincent, Com- 
mander of The Falmouth, and Captain Fogg, who was Captain 
of the 3 py The Breda, for Zuse at the _ 
ſion of Captain Kirby, a Paper containing an Obligation on them- 
ſelves — to fight the French. The Fact was clear, and the 
Captains themſelves did not diſpute it. All they offered was in 
Extenuation of their Offence, and amounted to this, that they 
were apprehenſive Kirby would have deſerted to the Enemy, and 
they took this ſtep to prevent it. But this Tale would have hard- 
ly paſſed on the Court-Martial, if the Admiral himſelf had not 
given ſome Weight to their Excuſes, 1 that, however 
they might be overſeen in ſubſeribing Paper, yet cer- 
tainly behaved themſelves very gallantly in the Fight: or the 
ſake of Diſcipline, the Court, however, thought fit to ſuſpend 

them; and yet, to favour the Captains, this Judgment was given 
with a Proviſo that entirely took off its Edge, viz. That it ſhould 
not commence till his Royal Highneſs's Pleaſure ſhould be known. 

I cannot help taking Notice of Secretary Burchet's odd Way 
of telling this Story: In the firſt place he conceals the Names of 
the Criminals ; out of Reſpect, he ſays, to their Families, and 
| becauſe one of them (but he doth not tell us which) had behaved 

well before. He then turns himſelf to Admiral Benbow, and 
gives him a ſort of negative Character in the following 1 : 


4% ly, and maintained the Fight for five Days; ſo that, if he had been 
«* ſeconded by the other Ships of his Squadron, he would certainly 
have taken or deſtroyed all the French; but four of his Ships did 
«* not aſſiſt him; the Ruby, on the 2 iſt, was diſabled, and afterwards 

4 ſent to Port-Royal, and the whole Burthen lay upon the Admiral 
% and the Falmouth; who, however, took a Prize, being an Engliſh 
46 Veſſel, which the Enemy had formerly taken from us; diſabled 
*« the Enemies ſecond Ship, ſo that they were obliged to Tow her 
* away, and very much ſhattered the reit of their Squadron, which 
| © ſince, is put into Porto Bello. The Admiral on the 24th, had his 
Leg broke by a Chain- Shot, which yet did not diſcourage him 
*« from continuing the Fight; yet, not being able to prevail with his 
Captains to concur with him in that Opinion, he was obliged to 
give over his Deſign. On the 6th of October, Rear-Admiral 
« Whetſtone, by Commiſſion from the Admiral, held a Court Mar- 

A tial. wherein Captain Kirby, and Captain Cooper Wade, were for 
Cod ardice and Breach of Orders, condemned to be ſhot to death; 
but the Execution reſpited, till her Majeſty's Pleaſure ſhould be 
«© knowa. Captain Conſtable being cleared of Cowardice, was for 

« Breach of Orders, caſhiered from her Majeſty's Service, and con- 


«+ demned to impriſonment during her Pleaſure, Captain Hudſon di- 
ed before the Trial”, * 
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#® Thus much may be obſerved as to Vice-Admiral Benbow's 
Conduct, that although he was a good Seaman, and a gallant 
«© Man, and that he was qualified in moſt Reſpects to command 
© a Squadron, eſpecially in the Veſt-Indies, in which Part of the 
„World he had had long Experience; yet, when he found his 
Captains ſo very remiſs in their Duty, I think he ought, in 
% Point of Diſcretion, to have ſummoned them; and even that 
at firft, on Board his own Ship, and there confined them, and 
placed their firſt Lieutenants in their Rooms, who would have 
& fought well, were it for no other Reaſon than the Hopes of 
being continued in thoſe Commands, had they ſurvived ?.” 
Tuts, I muſt confeſs, does not by any Means ſatisfy me. 
Admiral Benbow was no Prophet: he could not foretel that theſe 
Captains would behave ill, nor could he be ſure that they did be- 
have ill, till they had frequently diſobeyed his Signals. Part of the 
Time he was warmly engaged, and that could be no Seaſon for 
Conſultation ; and Part of the Time the Weather was foul, and 
then he could not call them on Board. Beſides, he was ſurround- 
ed by bad Men, and thought himſelf in ſo little Capacity of pu- 
niſhing theſe People at Sea, that he retired to Jamaica purely to 
be ſafe. But it would, methinks, have ſuited Mr. Burchet's Pur- 
poſe better, to have gone to the Bottom of this Aﬀair, which, 
for any thing I can learn, the World is unacquainted with yet, 
and therefore I think myſelf obliged to publiſh it. The Admiral 
was an honeſt rough Seaman, and fancied that his Command was 
beſtowed upon him for no other Reaſon, than that he ſhould 
ferve his Country. This induced him to treat Captain K:rby, and 
the reſt of the Gentlemen, a little roughly at Jamaica, when he 
found them not quite ſo ready to obey his Orders, as he thought 
was their Duty; and this it was that engaged them in the baſe and 
wicked Deſign of putting it out of his Power to engage the French, 
in Hopes that, as ſo many were concerned in it, they might be 
able to juſtify themſelves, and throw the Blame upon the Admi- 
ral, and fo they hoped to be rid of him. But his rugged Honeſty 
baffled them; and we may gueſs at the Spirit of the Man, by the 
Anſwer he gave one of his Lieutenants, who expreſſed his Sorrow 
for the Loſs of his Leg. I am ſorry for it too, ſays the gallant 
Benbow ; but I had rather _ loft them bath, than have Jon 
i — 


v Naval Hiſtory, p. 598. The Captains that ſuffered, had ſome 
very great Relations, and in all Probability, a Deſire of being well 
with them, prevented the inſerting the Names of theſe Offenders in 
this celebrated Hiſtory : But to be ſo tender of them, and, in the ve- 
ry ſame Breath, to attack obliquely the Character of ſo worthy a 
Maa as Admiral Benbow, does no great Honour to this Hiſtory, 
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this Diſhonour brought upon the Engliſh Nation. But, de yow 

hear ? if another Shot ſhould take me off, behave like brave Men, 

and fight it out 1. 
HE Turn given by the French to this Affair, is very extra- 


ordinary. They tell us, that Admiral Benbow, at the Diſtance 
of twelve Leagues from Santa Martha, with ſeven Men of War, 


attacked Mr. Ducaſſe, who, though he had but four, did not re- 
fuſe to fight. The Engagement laſted five Days, and on the 6th 
Benbow made all the Sail he could for Jamaica. He had a Leg 
ſhattered, and died a little while afterwards : His Ships were mo 

of them in no Condition to keep the Sea, more than half their 
Crews being killed. Only one Ship of Mr. Ducaſſe's Squadron 


| ſuffered, and he had but twenty Men killed and wounded in the 


whole. However he did not care to purſue Benbow, who he did 
not believe to be in ſo bad a Condition as he really was, and there- 
fore he made the beſt of his way to Carthagena, where he arrived 


ina few Days, and where his Preſence gave now as much Joy as 


it had formerly (that is, when he plundered it in Conjunction with 
Monſieur Pointis) given Terror. This is a very florid, and at 
the ſame Time a very falſe Account of the Affair, and from 
thence we may learn the Value of Enquiries, fince the Court- 
Martial at Jamaica, by their Proceedings, ſet this whole Buſineſs 
in its true Light, and left us undeniable Evidence, that it was not 
their own _— but the Treachery of Benbow's Captains, that 
ch Squadron 

THe Reflections he made on this unlucky Buſineſs, threw the 
brave Admiral into a deep Melancholy, which ſoon brought him 
to his End ; for he died on the fourth of November, 1702, as 


much regretted as he deſerved. The Command of the Squadron 


then devolved on Captain Fhet/tone, who in this Expedition act- 
ed as rear Admiral, and of whoſe Proceedings in the J/2/t- Indies, 
we ſhall give an Account in its proper Place. In the mean Time, 
it is requiũte that we ſhould follow the condemned Captains home, 
in order to put an End to this diſagreeable Narration. 


_ were ſent from Jamaica on board her Majeſty's Ship The Briftol, 


and arrived at Plymouth on the 16th of April, 1703, where (as 


in all the Weſtern Ports) there lay a Dead Warrant for their im- 


mediate 


4 The Reader will meet with ſome other Particulars in the Memoirs 
of Admiral Benbow, contained in the fourth Volume, and communi- 
cated by his Deſcendants. r This French Account is ta- 
ken from the Hiſtoire de Domingue, vol. iv. p. 202, 203, 204. But 


M. Ducaſſe was too brave a Man to gloſs Things in ſuch a Manner; 


as the Reader will be convinced by reading his Letter to Admiral 
Benbow, which will be found in his Memoirs. 
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mediate Execution, in order to prevent any Applications in their 
Favour; and they were accordingly ſhot on Board the Ship that 
brought them home, and ſhewed at their Death a Courage and 
Con of Mind, which made it evident, that their Behaviour 
in the late Engagement did not flow from any Infirmity of Na- 
ture, but from the Corruption of their Minds ; and I hope their 
Example will always have a proper Effe& on ſuch as are entruſted 
with the like Commands 
I ſhould now, according to the Order I have hitherto purſued 
in this Work, take Notice of what paſſed at home in relation to 
the Navy, and particularly of what paſſed in Parliament upon 
this Subject: But as the Queen's Proclamation for a Thankſgiv- 
ing, in which honourable Mention is made of the Succeſs at Vigo, 
and the Thanks beſtowed by the Houſe of Commons on Sir 

George Rooke for his Conduct in that Affair, will appear with 
great Propriety, when I come to the Memoirs of his Life ; to a- 
void Repetitions I ſhall not inſiſt further upon them here. I muſt 
however obſerve that, as in the Caſe of Kirby and Wade, her 
Majeſty ſhewed a ftrict Regard to Juſtice, ſo with ReſpeR to Ad- 
miral Hapſen, ſhe gave as lively a Teſtimony of her juſt Senſe of 
Merit, for ſhe not only conferred on him the Honour of Knight- 
hood, but was graciouſly pleaſed to ſettle upon him a Penſion of 
5ool. a Year for Life, with the Reverſion of 300 l. a Year to 
his Wife, in caſe ſhe ſurvived him, on Account of the extraor- 
dinary Service he did in breaking the Boom at Vigo. But this 
extraordinary Mark of Royal Favour did not (as indeed it ought 
not) ſcreen him from a ſtrict Examination in the Houſe of Lords, 
in Conjunction with Sir George Rooke, as to the Miſcarriage of 
the Deſign upon Cadiz ; but upon the ſtricteſt Review that could 
be made upon that whole ir, there appeared ſo little Colour 
for cenſuring either of the Admirals Actions, that, how much ſo- 
ever their Enemies might deſire it, they were at laſt glad to let 
this Matter fall. Indeed the Fleet, though it had not performed 
all that was expected, had done as much as was poſſible for the 
Service of the Nation, and had thereby afforded an Opportunity 
to our worthy Miniſter at Liſbon, Mr. Methuen, to draw over 
from his Alliance with the "0 Crowns, the King of Portugal, 

1 | | 3 — 


* See the London Gazette, No. 3907. Mercure Hiſtorique, et 
Politique, 1703. vol. i. p. 335. * This was publiſhed in the Ga- 
zette of November 30, 1702, with this Addition, that he was intro- 
duced to the Queen, when he received the Honour of Knighthood, 
by his Royal Highneſs Prince George of Denmark, Lord High Admi- 
ral of England. See the Complete Hiſtory of Europe, for the Year 


1702, P · 452. 
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to the Intereſt of the Allies, and to conclude a Treaty of Com- 
merce there ; which, to ſay no more, has been of much greater 
Benefit to the Nation, than many, I might add moſt, of the 
Treatics that have been concluded fince *. 

'THERE had hitherto appeared very little of Party 
in the Management of the War, and therefore the Supplies for 
the Service of the Year 1703, were very chearfully granted, and 


very eaſily raiſed, which was the Reaſon that the was ear- 


lier at Sea, and had all Things provided in a better Manner, at 


leſs Expence to the Nation, and yet ſooner than they had ever 


been before, which was one great Reaſon why the French never 
had any of thoſe Advantages they boaſted of ſo much in the for- 
mer War. In the Month of March the Queen made a kind of 


Naval Promotion. The Marquis of Caermarthen was advanced 
„ Biſhop Burnet gives this Account. A Committee of the 
« Houſe of Peers ſat long upon the Matter: They examined all the 


« Admirals and Land Officers, as well as Rook himſelf, upon the 


* whole Progreſs of that Affair. Rook was ſo well ſupported by the 


« Court, and by his Party in the Houſe of Commons, that he ſeemed 
& to deſpiſe all that the Lords could do; ſome who underſtood 
„% Sea Matters, ſaid, that it appeared from every Motion during the 


* Expedition, that he intended to do nothing but amuſe and make a 


„ Shew : They alſo concluded, from the Protection that the Miniſtry 


«© gave him, that they intended no other. He took much Pains to 


„ ſhew, how improper a Thing a Deſcent on Cadiz was, and how 
“fatal the Attempt muſt have proved: And in doing this, he ar- 
„ raigned his Inſtructions, and the Deſign he was ſent on, with 


great. 
* Boldneſs ; and ſhewed little Regard to the Miniſters, who took 


*© more Pains to bring him off, than to juſtify themſelves. The Lords 


of the Committee prepared a Report, which was hard upon Rook, 
and laid before the Houſe ; but ſo firong a Party was made to op- 
* poſe every Thing that reflected on him, that though every parti- 
« cular in the Report was well proved, yet it was rejected, and a 
«© Vote was carried in his Favour, juſtifying his Conduct. The 
Truth of this Matter is, that as Sir George Rooke knew nothing of 
| His Orders, until he came to execute them; ſo he was abſolutely free 


from Dependance on any Miniſter, and ſpoke what he thought with 


the greateſt Intrepidity. The main of his Defence was this, that his 


Orders were contradictory, that the Chief of them required his bring- 
ing over the Spaniards, if poſſible, to the Intereſt of the Houſe of 
Auſtria, and the reſt enjoyned him to fink their Ships and burn the 
Town, which he found ſcarce practicable; and if it had been more ſo, 
not at all eligible, fince at firſt, the Inhabitants did not diſcover any 


great Enmity : and if more had been done, it could only have ſerved 
| to have made the Spaniards implacable ; and after all, perhaps the 


Town might not have been taken. 


tion 
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from being Vice-Admiral of the M bite, to be Vice Admiral of 
the Red; Fohn Graydon, Eſq; was made Vice-Admiral of the 
White; Jobn Leake, Eſq; Vice-Admiral of the Blue; George 
Byng, q Rear-Admiral of the Red ; Thomas Dilkes, Eſq; 
Rear-Admiral of the I hite, and Bazil Beaumont, Eſq; Rear- 
Admiral of the Blue ». 5 | 
| Tre firſt Scheme that was formed for performing any Thing 
remarkable at Sea, was upon a Foreign Plan. It was intended 
that the Arch-Duke Charles, who was to take upon him the Ti- 
tle of King of Spain, was to marry an Infanta of Portugal, and 
in Conſequence of that Marriage, was to undertake ſomething 
of Importance immediately, with the Aſſiſtance however of the 
Engliſh and Dutch; and fo hearty were the latter, that ſent 
a Squadron of Men of War, with near three thouſand Land- 
Troops on Board, upon our Coaſt, and after toffing and tumb- 
ling there for ſome Weeks, the Councils of the Imperial Court 
changed, the Deſign was dropt, and the Dutch went home a- 


Six George Rooke had propoſed a Scheme for diſtreſſing the 

Enemy by failing very early into the Bay of Biſcay, where he 

thought, if they had any Men of War without Port Lowis and 
1 VVV Koch fort, 


The Supplies granted this Year, amounted to 3, 5 17, 987 J. 75. 
2 d. which in thoſe Days was thought an immenſe Sum, though we 
have ſince ſeen much larger granted, without being well able to tell 
whether for Peace or War. As to the Promotion, it was declared in 
the Gazette of March 15, 1702. No. 3896, and was at that Time 


highly applauded, becauſe it was generally conceived, that theſe Gen- 


tlemen were promoted purely in regard to their Merit. It was alſo 
ſaid at that Time, that Mr. Graydon was advanced on another Officer's 
refuſing to ſerve in the Weſt-Indies. * 'This was among the 


Number of thoſe Things which gave great Offence to the States of 


Holland. They actually equipt a Squadron, embarked on board it 
3000 Land Troops, and ſent them ſo early as the Month of January, 
on the Coaſt of England, where they were to be joined by twenty 
fail of Engliſh Men of War, with 3000 Land Troops ; but the Par- 


tugueſe Match being loſt, and the Councils of the Imperial Court ta - 


king a ſudden Turn, this Expedition was dropt, and then it was given 
out, that it was intended for the Weſt- Indies; which, whatever ef- 
fect it might have abroad, created abundance of groundleſs Reflecti- 
ons at home, as if we had neglected making War in that Part of the 
World, where we were moſt able to have carried it on with Succeſs, 
and to have drawn Advantages from it. But the Truth is, our Allies 
would never conſent to our making any Conqueſts in the Spaniſh 
Weſt-Indies, and this Rumour of the Fleets going thither, was only 
ſpread to alarm the Spaniards, | 
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Rachfort, they might be ſurprized and taken, or at leaft the 
Commerce might be interrupted ; and for the Performance of 
this Scheme, he took it upon himſelf 7. About the Middle of the 
Month of April he arrived at St. Helen's with cighteen Ships of the 
Line, with which he was very deſirous of ſailing on the intended 
Expedition, without waiting for the Dutch ; but this Propoſition 
was not at firſt accepted, ſo that he remained there till the Be- 
ginning of May, when he was fo ill that he kept his Bed, 
though Biſhop Burnet is ſo charitable as to ſuggeſt, that he was 
only ſick of the Expedition; which, had it been true, was no 
Reflection upon him, ſince the Execution of what he propoſed 

depended entirely on being done in Time, and the putting off 
of his Departure was chargeable only an thoſe who commanded 
him *. The Truth, however, was, that the Admiral found 
himſelf ſo ill, that he applied for Leave to go to the Bath, 
which was granted him, and George Churchill, Eſq; Admiral of 
the Blue, was ſent to take upon him the Command. But he 


Y There could not well be a greater Sign of his being in Ear- 
neſt ; and as to the Nature of the Propoſal, it was certainly well 
calculated for preventing the French from reaping any Benefit from 
tneir Trade with Spain, or the Spaniards from feeling any Effects of 


French Protection. This agreed exactly with the Maxim upon which 


Sir George Rooke always went, of treating the French as Enemies, 
and the Spaniards as Allies. For it was his Opinion, and he was not 
ſhy of declaring it, that it might be very practicable to retrieve Spain, 
though impoſſible to conquer it. 3 

= That I may not ſeem to charge this Prelate raſhly, I will pro- 
duce his awn Words, This Year Things at Sea, ſays he, were ill 
«« defigned, and worſe executed: The making Prince George our 
Lord High Admiral, proved in many Inſtances very unhappy to 


the Nation: Men of bad Deſigns impoſed on him; he underſtood 


* thoſe Matters very little, and they ſheltered themſelves under his 


«© Name, to which a great Submiſſion was paid; but the Complaints 


* roſe the higher for that: Our main Fleet was ready to go out 


* Port, pretending ill Health; upon that, Churchill was ſent to 

command the Fleet ; But Rooke's Health returned happily for 
** him, or he thought fit to lay aſide that Pretence, and went to 
Sea, where he continued a Month; but in ſuch a Station, as if 
his Deſign had been to keep far from meeting the French Fleet, 
which failed out at that Time; and to do the Enemy no Harm, 
not ſo much as to diſturb their quiet, by coming near their Coaſt ; 
at laſt he returned without having attempted any thing.” 


in May, but the Dutch Fleet was not yet come over; ſo Rooke 
was ſent out to alarm the Coaſt of France: He lingered long in 


to Sea, and continued at Sea for ſomething more than a Mouth ; 
and then finding what he ſuſpected at the Ie of Migbt to be 
true, that the Enemy had Notice of his Deſign, and that moſt 
of their Squadrons had failed ; and therefore perceiving that he 
could do the Nation no Service by remaining longer on the 
French Coaſt, he returned home about the Middle of June, 
that he might be ready to undertake any more neceſſary Ser- 
vice . This Expedition has the Misfortune to diſpleaſe decre- 
tary Burchet, who ſays that, in his poor Opinion, a Squadron of 
ſmall Ships might have had better Succeſs; and in my poor O- 
| pinion, Sir George Rooke was as good a Judge of the probabili- 
ty of this as he. The Queſtion in ſuch Caſes is not the Suc- 
ceſs, but the Contrivance and Execution of the Scheme ; and if 
theſe be right, the Conduct of the Commander cannot be wrong, 
and therefore ought not to be blamed. When Sir Geo- ge Rooke 
returned, he was ſtill ſo weak and infirm, that he aſked and had 
Leave to go to Bath, his Superiors ſecing no Reaſon to cenſure 
his Behaviour ; and therefore, as ſoon as he was able to undertake 
it, we ſhall find him again in Command, and employed in a Ser- 
vice of greater Importance. | 5 
Tux grand Fleet was commanded this Year by Sir Claudi ſſey 
Shovel : It conſiſted at firſt of twenty-ſeven Ships of the Line, 
and the Admiral had under him Rear-Admiral Byng, and Sir 
Stafford Fairborne ; and being afterwards reinforced with eight 
Ships more, theſe were commanded by Vice- Admiral Leake. His 
Inſtructions were very large; but all of them might be reduced 
to theſe three Heads, viz. annoying the Enemy, aſſiſting our 
Allies, and protecting our Trade. He waited till the Middle of 
June for the Dutch, and then was joined only by twelve Ships 
of the Line, carrying three Flags ; and it is certain, that if the 
Force he had with him had been better adjuſted than it was to 
the Things he had Orders to perform, yet the Time allowed 
him, which was only till the End of September, was much too 
ſhort, ſo that it was really impoſſible for him to execute the 
Services that ſeemed to be expected. He repreſented this, and 
5 
Sir George ſailed, as appears by the Gazette, on the gth of 
May. On the 23d he ſent in the Lenox to Portſmouth, with a 
French Eaſt- India Ship worth 100,000 J. on the 1;th o: June, he 
| ſent in Lord Durſley, who commanded the Litchfield, with a French 
Man of War of 36 Guns, and a Weſt-India Merchant man worth 


40, ooo l. and on the 22d of June Sir George returned with many 
_ Prizes from the Weſt- Indies. | 


d This as I obſerve in the Text, is ingenuouſly confeſſed by Biſhop 
Burnet, who carrys his Reflections on this Subject very far; he ſays, 
it 
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is commended for it by Biſhop Burnet, who had notwithſtanding 
cenſured angther Admiral for the ſame Thing before; however Sir 
Claude ſſey Shovel was ordered to obey, and he did fo, but was not 
able to get clear of the Land wats bh» he ny having 
alſo a Fleet of upwards of 230 Merchant Men under his Con- 
voy. On the 24th he arrived off the Rock of Lisbon, where 
he held a Council of War, in which the Rendezvous was ap- 
pointed to be held in Altea Bay. He purſued his Inſtructions as 
far as he was able, and having ſecured the Turkey Fleet, he in- 
tended to have ſtaid ſome time upon the Coaſt of Italy. But the 
Dutch Admiral informed him, that both his Orders and his Vic- 
tuals required his thinking of a ſpeedy Return; and it was with 
e yp 5 66. Ip. 36 


| Leghorn. In the mean Time the Inſtruction he had to ſuccour 


the Cevennois, who were then in Arms againſt the French King, 
were found impracticable; and therefore the Admiral contented 
himſelf with doing all that could be done , which was to ſend 
The Tartar and The Pembroke upon that Coaſt, where they found 
it impoſſible to do any thing. The Admiral then ched 
Captain Swanton to Tunis and Tripoli, and ſent Rear-Admiral 


Byng to Algier, to renew the Peace with thoſe States, and on 
the 22d of September arrived off Altea, from whence he ſoon 


after ſailed for England. On the 27th in the Streights Mouth 
he met with an Algerine Man of War becalmed, which he im- 
mediately took under his Protection, till all the Dutch Ships 
were paſſed ; in which he certainly performed the Part of an 
Engliſh Admiral, preſerved the Reputation of our Flag, did 
great Service to our Trade, and put it out of the Power of the 
French to practiſe upon thoſe piratical States, as they had done 
formerly. Having Intelligence that a Fleet of Merchant Ships 
waited for a Convoy at Lisbon, he ſent Sir Andrew 1 


it was not eaſy to imagine what the Deſign of ſo great an Expedi- 
dition could be. Much was ſaid to the fame Purpoſe in the Houſe 
of Lords; but nobody reflected upon the Admiral, as indeed there 
was no Reaſon for it. But then, I confeſs I do not ſee why the 
ſame Juſtice ſhould not be done to other Admirals, when their Con- 
duct appears to have been as innocent, or as laudable, 1 

© It is clear, that the Dutch were victualled for ſtill a ſhorter 
Time than our Fleet; and, if I durft, I would ſuggeſt that our Mi- 


| niſtry were obliged to comply with the Schemes of our Allies, in ſuch 


joint Expeditions. Mr. Oldmixon has given a large Account of the 


Attempt made in Favour of the Cevennois, and has fully vindicated 
the Admiral's Conduct. 
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thither with a ſmall Squadron, who convoyed them ſafe into the 


Downs 9. h | 1 | 
On the 16th of November, the Fleet being off the Iſle of 
Wight, the Dutch crowded away for their own Ports, and left 
the Admiral to ſteer for the Downs, which he did; but before 
he made Land, Captain (now Sir John) Norris in The Orford, 
a Ship of | Rate, together with The Warſpight of ſeventy 
Guns, and The Litchfield of fifty, being a-head of the Fleet, 
gave Chace to a French Ship of War, and beginning to engage 
t eight at Night, the _— continued till two in the 
Morning, when having her Fore-top-maſt, and all her Sails, 
and her Standing and Running Rigging being much ſhattered, 
ſhe ſtruck. This Ship came from Newfoundland, was com- 
manded by Monſieur de la Rut, was named The Hazardous, 
d had fifty Guns mounted, with 370 Men; but had more Ports, 
was larger than any one of our _—— Ships, fo that ſhe 
regiſtered in the Liſt of our Royal — i | 3 
Tunis Expedition did not reflect much Honour upon the Na- 
tion, and therefore it created ſome Murmurs; but theſe fell 
where they ought: not upon the Admiral, who certainly did all 
that was in his Power, but upon thoſe who framed the Project, 
and gave the Admiral his Inſtructions. = 


Bur while the grand Fleet was at Sea, Rear-Admiral Dilkes 


performed a very acceptable Service to his Country on the French 
Coaſt. For the Lord High Admiral's Council having Intelligence, 
that a conſiderable Fleet of French Merchant Ships, with their 
Convoy, were in Cancall-Bay, Orders were ſent to the Rear- 
Admiral, who was then at Spithead with a ſmall Squadron to fail 
immediately in Purſuit of them, which he did on the 22d of 
Fuly. On the 24th he ordered the Captain of The Nonſuch, to 

ſtretch a-head of the Squadron, and ſtand as near Alderney as 


he 


« Ttis certain, that Sir Cloudeſley gained as much Reputation in 
this Expedition, as it was poſſible for an Admiral to do, who had no 
Opportunity of fighting ; and therefore, thoſe People ſeem to carry 
Things too far, who ſay, that this Fleet did not either hurt our Ene- 
mies, or protect our Friends; whereas, in Truth, all Circumſtances 

conſidered, it did both; and our Allies the Dutch, were very well 

contented with what was done, imagining, that the Protection of their 
own Trade, was a Matter of as great Importance, at leaſt to 
them, as the Support of King Charles's Title to the Crown of 
Spain, which the Court of Vienna left at that Time entirely to the 
Confederates. 

© Burchet's Naval Hiſtory, p. 656. Pointer's Chronological Hi. 
ory, and Compleat Hiſtory of Europe, for the Year 1703. 
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he could, and ſend his Boat a-ſhore to get Intelligence. On the 
25th he ſtood towards the Caſquets for the ſame Purpoſe, and at 
ſix in the Evening anchored off the South-Weſt Part of Jerſey ; 
from whence he ſent Captain Chamberlain, Commander of The 
Spy Brigantine, to the Governor, that he might draw from him the 
beſt Intelligence he could give. The Governor ſent to him Cap- 
tain James Lamprier, and Captain Thomas Pipon, who well un- 
derſtood that Coaſt, by whom being informed of a Fleet about 


forty Sail, plying to the Windward on the 15th to get to Gran- 


ville, the Rear-Admiral, upon Conſultation at a Council of War 
with the Pilots, reſolved to fail immediately, though the Tide fell 
croſs in the Night, that getting clear of the Weſtermoſt Rocks 


of the Mingues, he might attack the Enemy by Break of Day 


the next Morning; which ſucceeded well; for the next Morn- 
ing, the 26th, by Day-light, perceiving the Enemy at an An- 


| Chor about a League to the Weſtward of Granville, they, upon 


his Approach, got under fail, and ſtood in for the Shore. 
TE Rear-Admiral followed them as far as the Pilot would 
venture, and found them to conſiſt of forty-three Merchant-Ships, 


and three Men of War. Being come within four Foot Water 


more than the Ship drew, he manned all his Boats, and the reſt 
of the Ships did the ſame. By Noon he took fifteen Sail, 
burnt fix, and ſunk three; the reſt ſtood ſo far into a Bay, be- 


tween Avranche and the Mount St. Michael, that in the Judg- 


ment of the Pilots our Ships could not attack them ; whereupon, 
on the 27th in the Morning, it was reſolved at a Council of 
War, to go into the Bay with The Hector, Mermaid, a Fire- 


ſhip, The Spy Brigantine, a Ship of ſix Guns, taken the Day be- 


fore from the Enemy, a Ketch fitted as a Fire-ſhip, and all the 
Boats of the Squadron, which was performed between ten and 


eleven in the Morning, the Rear-Admiral being preſent, accom- 


panied by Captain Fairfax, Captain Legg, and Captain 1ighel!:; 
as alſo by the Captains Lamprier and Pipon. 


THERE were three Ships equipt for War, one of eighteen 
Guns, which the Enemy burnt, the ſecond of fourteen Guns, 
which Mr. Paul, firſt Lieutenant of The Kent, ſet on Fire, who 

in this Service was ſhot through the lower Jaw, and had four 
Men killed, and a third of eight Guns, which was brought off. 


Seventeen more of the Merchant-ſhips were burnt and deſtroyed, 
ſo that of the whole Fleet only four efcaped, by getting under the 
Command of Granville-Fort. The Enemy, during this Attack, 
ſent ſeveral large Shallops from Granville, but with no Succeſs, 


the Rear-Admiral having manned a Brigantine with eighty Men, 


and another Veſſel of fix Guns with Forty, who covered 1 — 
65 
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Boats. This laſt Veſſel unfortunately run a- ground, which ob- 
liged the Rear-Admiral to burn her. There were, during the 
Time of this Action, about 5000 of the Enemy ſeen on ſhore, 
but they did not advance near enough to do their own People any 
Service, or ours any Hurt. The Queen, to teſtify her kind Ac- 
ceptance of ſo chearful and fo effectual a Service, ordered Gold 
Medals to be {truck on this Occaſton, and delivered to the Rear- 
oy pq his Officers . | = 
E are now to ſpeak of the greateſt Diſaſter that has happen- 
ed within the Memory of Man at leaſt, by the Fury of the 
Winds, I mean the Storm which began on the 26th of 1 
1703, about Eleven in the Evening, the Wind being W. S. W. 
and continued with dreadful Flaſhes of Lightning, till about ſeven 
the next Morning. The Water flowed to a great Height in 
Weftminſter- Hall, and London-Bridge was in a Manner ſtopt up 
with Wrecks. The Miſchief done in London was computed at 
1,000,000, and the City of Briſtol ſuffered upwards of 150,000). 
But the greateſt Loſs fell upon our Navy, of which there periſh- 
ed no leſs than thirteen Ships, 1519 Seamen drowned t; amongſt 
— 5 whom 


f See the London Gazette, No. 3937, 3938. 3 
The following is the beſt Account that can be given of the 
Particulars of this great Loſs. 5 2 
I. The Reſerve, a fourth Rate, Captain John Anderſon, Com- 
mander, loſt at Yarmouth. The Captain, the Surgeon, the Clerk, 
and 44 Men ſaved; the reſt of the Crew drowned, being 175. 
II. The Vanguard, a ſecond Rate, ſunk in Chatham-Harbour, 
with neither Men nor Guns in her. 8 
III. The Northumberland, a third Rate, Captain Greenway, loſt 
on the Goodwin Sands; all her Company was loſt, being 220 Men, 
including 24 Marines. | 
IV. The Sterling Caſtle, a third Rate, Captain Johnſon, on the 
Goodwin Sands, 70 Men, of which were four Marine Officers ſaved, 
the reſt were drowned, being 206. | 
V. The Mary, a fourth Rate, Rear-Admiral Beaumont, Captain 
Edward Hopſon, on the Goodwin Sands, the Captain and Purſer a- 
ſhore ; one Man, whoſe Name was Thomas Atkins, ſaved ; the reſt, 
to the Number of 269, with the Rear-Admiral, drowned. The Eſ- 
cape of this Atkins was very remarkable. He ſaw the Rear-Admi- 
ral, when the Ship was breaking, get upon a Piece of her Quarter- 
Deck, from which he was ſoon waſhed off ; and about the ſame 
Time, Atkins was toſſed by a Wave into the Sterling-Caſtle, which 
finking ſoon after, he was thrown the third Man into her Boat, by a 
Wave that waſhed him from the Wreck. | 
VI. The York, a fourth Rate, Captain Smith, loſt at Harwich ; 
all her Men ſaved except 4. | 


VII. The 
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whom was Bazil Beaumont, Eſq; Rear-Admiral of the Blue, 


who had been employed all that Year in obſerving the Dunkirk 
uadron, and had by his great Care and Conduct preſerved our 
ds bem he Ws the Hands of the French Priva- 
teers; which Service appeared the more conſiderable by the great 
Loſſes the Dutch this Year ſuſtained. He was in all other Re- 
; a Man well qualified for the Service of his Country, and 
= _ his Lok. moſt regretted, he died in the Flower of his 
and in the Heat of the War. Theſe Loſſes, how much ſo- 

or they might effect us at home, ſerved in ſome Meaſure to 

raiſe our tation. abroad, for Orders were immediately iſſued 
for voiding m more Ships than were deſtroyed ; and the Queen, by 
ſeveral gracious Orders, gave ſuch and fo ſpeedy Relief to ſhip- 
wreck'd Seamen, and to the diſtreſſed Widows of ſuch as were 
drowned, as might have endeared her to her Subjects, if ſhe had 


not already ſo fully poſleſſed their Hearts, as to render any Increaſe 
of Affection impoſſible d. CHARLES 


VII. The Mortar Bomb, a fifth Rate, Captain Raymond, on the 
Goodwin Sands ; all her Company loft, being 65. 

VIII. The Eagle, Advice-Boat, a fixth Rate, Captain Boſtock, 
loſt on the Coaſt of Suſſex; all her Company, being 45, ſaved. 

IX. The Reſolution, a third Rate, Captain Liſle, on the Coaſt of 
Suffex ; all her Company, being 221, ſaved. 

X. The Litchfield Prize, a fifth Rate, Captain Chamberlain, on 
the Coaſt of Suſſex; all her Company, being 108, ſaved. 

XI. The New. end a fourth Rate, Captain Carter, loſt at Spit- 
head ; * 1 Carpenter and 39 Men were ſaved, and the reſt being 193, 
drowne 

XII. The Veſuvius Fireſhip, a | fifch Rate, Captain Paddon, at 
Spithead ; all her Company, being 48, ſaved. 

XIII. The Reſtoration, a third Rate, Captain Emms, 387 Men, 
on the Goodwin Sands; not one ſaved. 

Sir Cloudeſley Shovel was then in the Downs with ſeveral great 
Ships, which were all in the utmoſt Danger; he cut his Main-mait by 
the board, which ſaved the Ship from running on the Galloper of the 

Breach, of which the was then in View. Sir Stafford Fairborne had 
his Flag, as Vice Admiral of the Red, flying in the Aſſociation, in 
which he was driven firſt to Gottenburgh, and then to Copenhagen, 
from whence he did not get home till the next Year. The Revenge 
was forced from her Anchors, and with much ado, after driving ſome 
Time on the Coaſt of Holland, got into the River Medway ; the Ruſ- 
ſel, Capt. Townſend, was forced over to Ho!land, and the Dorſet, 
Captain Edward Whitaker, after ftriking thrice on the Galloper, 
drove a Fortnight at Sea, and then got iafe to the Nore. 

k On the 12th of December, the Queen publiſhed a- Proclamation 

for a General Faſt, on Wedneſday the 19th of January following, 


which 
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CHARLES, Arch-Duke of Auſtria, being declared King 
of Spain by his Father, and owned as ſuch by the Allies, Sir 
George Rooke was ſent in the Month of Ofober to Holland, in 
order to conduct him to Liſbon. There the Dutch not 
ready, the Admiral was forced to continue for ſome Time, and 
then the great Storm occaſioned a new Delay ; at laſt he em- 
barked, and with a joint Squadron of Engliſh and Dutch Ships, 
and a conſiderable Number of Tranſports, with Land F 
Board, he arrived at Spithead on the 26th of December ; he was 
there received by the Duke of — and the Duke of Marl- 
borough, and met on the Road to Windſor by his Royal Highneſs | 
the Prince of Denmark, and was received with all imaginable 
Marks of Reſpect by the Queen, for whom he ſhewed greater 
Deference than was even expected by the Engliſh Court. Here 
we will end the Naval Tranſactions in Europe for this Year, and 


ceed to take a View of what paſſed in America, after the 
Jeath of Admiral Benbow *. fn. 


which was kept with wonderful Strictneſs: In the Gazette of Decem- 
ber 16th, the Lord High Admiral by an Advertiſement dated the 1 3th, 
gives Notice, that the Companies of her Majeſty's Ships which were 
caſt away ſhould be paid that Day Month, which was done according - 
ly ; and in the Gazette, No. 3978, appeared the following Order. 

« Her Majeſty taking into Conſideration the great Loſs ſuſtained by 
©« the Families of ſuch as, being in her Majeſty's Service at Sea, 
« periſhed by the late Storm: Her Majeſty, with the Advice of her 
« Privy-Council is pleaſed to order, as it is hereby ordered according- 
« ly, That the Widows and Families of ſuch Commiſſion and other 
« Officers and Seamen as have periſhed by reaſon of the late Storm, 
« in her Majeſty's Service at Sea, be entitled to her Majeſty's Bounty 
« in the ſame Manner as if they had been actually killed in Fight 
« in her Majeſty's Service at Sea, according to the Eſtabliſhment in 
« that Behalf. And his Royal Highneſs Prince George of Denmark, 
„Lord High Admiral, is defired to give the neceſſary Directions 
« herein accordingly “ 88 

The Houſe of Commons, which was then ſitting, addreſſed her 
Majeſty upon this melancholy Occaſion, deſiring her to give imme- 
diate Directions for repairing this Loſs, and to build ſuch capital 
Ships as ſhe ſhould think fit, and promiſed to make good the Expence 
at the next Meeting. 5 

i Moſt of our Hiſtorians have placed Sir George Rooke's Voyage 
to Liſbon, in 1703; which is what I do not underſtand, ſince he did 
not leave England 'till the Month of January, 1704, and therefore I 
have contented myſelf with placing that Part of his Expedition with- 
in this Year, which fell out in it, and left the reſt to be related in its 
proper Place. I ſhall take this Opportunity of obſerving, that the 
Arch Duke Charles was proclaimed King of Spain at Vienna, © 


the 
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aſſiſted in preſerving their 
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Tus Command devolving upon Captain I betſtane, whom 
Mr. Benbow had appointed Rear-Admiral of his Squadron, he 
immediately put it into the beſt Condition poſſible for going to 
e- 


Sea, and then cruized on the Coaſt of Hiſpaniola. On his 


turn to Jamaica an Opportunity offered of ſhewing his great 


Concern tor the Colony. A Fire breaking out at Port Roya! on 
the gth of February, 1703, about Noon, burnt it down to the 
Ground before Night, leaving nothing ſtanding but the two For- 


tifications. In this ſad Diſtreſs, which ſtill would have been much 


greater, if the Seamen, with great Courage and Induſtry, had not 

Goods and Stores, the Rear-Admiral 
publiſhed a Proclamation, in which he promiſed to entertain and 
relieve all ſuch as ſhould deſire it, on Board her Majeſty's Ships, 
until they could be otherwiſe provided for ; which he, with great 
Care and Tenderneſs, performed. Soon after this, he failed 
again on a Cruize, in hopes of meeting a conſiderable Fleet of 
Merchant-ſhips, which were expected from France. He ſpent 
five Weeks in Search of them to no Purpoſe ; and after looking 
into Port Lewis, not finding any thing there, he ſtood away for 


| Petit Guavas and Leogane. hen he arrived near this Port, he 


divided his Squadron, becauſe when Admiral Benbot attacked the 
Enemy here, their Ships eſcaped on one Side, as he entered on the 
other. He therefore failed Weſtward with Part of his Ships, and ſent 
the reſt to the South. When theſe came in fight, three Privateers, 


which were in every reſpect ready for Service, ſtood away North- 


ward ; but the Rear-Admiral forcing two of them a-ſhore, burnt 
them, and the other he took. Captain Vincent, who commanded 
to the Southward, rowed in the Night into a Place called the Cul 


the 12th of September N. S. his Journey to Portugal being then re- 
ſolved on. The Choice made of Sir George Rooke to bring him 
over hither, and convoy him to Liſbon, was a clear Proof that his 
Conduct was equally approved at Home and Abroad. Indeed it could 
not be otherwiſe, for every Body at this Time, was ſatisfied that our 
Miniſtry deſigned to place King Charles III. on the Throne of Spain, 
partly by aſſiſting the Spaniards, who ſhould declare for him, but 
chiefly by compelling the French to abandon the Cauſe of his Rival. 
Now this was exactly agreeable :o Sir George Rooke's way of think - 


ing, who was for treating the Spaniards kindly. and fighting only with 


the French. This being conſidered, we may eaſily account for tho 


making Choice of Sir George Rooke, to command this Fleet, though | 


it will not be eaſy to divine why thoſe Writers bear hardeſt on Sir 
George's Character, who are fondeſt of Lord Godolphin's Meaſures, 
which we have ſhewn to be a Thing abſolutely abſurd, ſince they 


thought alike. | 
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de Sac, where he found four Ships, one of which he burnt, ano- 
ther he ſunk, the third (which was a Conſort of the Privateers 
aforementioned) he towed out, and boarding the fourth, ſhe was 
blown up by the accidental firing of a Granado-ſhell. From this 
Place the Rear-Admiral failed to Port de Paix, but found no 
Shipping there; for the before-mentioned Privateers were all that 
the Enemy had in thoſe Parts, with which, and five hundred Men, 
they thought to have made an Attempt on the North Side of 7a- 
maica ; and in theſe Ships were taken One hundred and Twenty 
Warts Rear-Admiral I Het ſtone was thus employed, they 
were far from forgetting the Safety of the Plantations at home. 
Sir George Rooke, in the Month of September, 1702, detached 
from the Mediterranean, Captain Hovenden Walker in The Bur- 
ford, five more third Rates, ten Tranſports, and four Regiments 
on Board, for the Leeward-Iflands, he arrived in Barbadoes in 
the Beginning of the Month of January; and there coming thi- 
ther ſoon after fix of our 2 Ships richly laden, he, by 
the Advice of a Council of War, ſent them home under the Con- 
voy of The Expedition, a third Rate, Captain Knapp Com- 
mander, who brought them ſafely to England. From Barbadoes 
Captain Waller failed to Antigua, where he joined Colonel Cad- 
drington, who was about undertaking an Expedition to Guardelupe, 
in which Captain Walker was to aſſiſt him. They failed from 
Antigua the latter End of February; on the 12th of March Ge- 
298 — landed with great Part of the Forces, but was 
ſo warmly received by the French, that they would have been 
able to have done little or nothing, if Commodore Walter had not 
ſent in The Chichefter, which drove the Enemy from their Bat- 
teries, which our Men quickly entered. The next Day the reſt 
of the Soldiers, and four hundred Seamen were landed, who at- 
tacked the North Part of the Town with great Fury, forced the 
Enemy to abandon it, and to retreat into the Caſtle and Fort, 
which they defended to the 3d of April, and then blowing them 
| both up, retired to the Mountains. After this our Troops a 


x Burchet's Naval Hiftory, Britiſh Empire in America, Compleat 
Hiſtory of Europe, 1704. It is very remarkable, that Pere le Pers in 
his Accurate Hiſtory of St. Domingo, has nothing of this Expedition, 
which could not poſſibly have eſcaped his Notice any more than that 
which was intended by the French againſt Jamaica. But as no Ho- 
nour could ariſe to his Countrymen, from the Relation of what paſt 
in this Part of the World at this Time, he thought proper to be ſilent, 
rather than record the Advantages gained by the Engliſh. 
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vaged all the Country, burnt the Town to the Ground, razed 
the Fortifications, carried the beſt of the Artillery on Board, burſt 
the reſt, and with a very great Booty embarked without the Lois 

of a Man !. | | 
Tux French Writers give a different Account of this Affair, 
and becauſe the Engli thought fit to retreat, they will needs 
have it a Victory on their Side ®. Now as to this Retreat, there 
were many Reaſons for it, and ſome indeed that rendered it in- 
diſpenſibly neceſſary. General Coddrington fell ſick, and was 
forced to return to Nevis; then Colonel FYhetham, upon whom 
the Command devolved, fell dangerouſly ill, and was carried to 
Antigua, The Command of the Land-Forces fell next to Colo- 
nel Millis, who, upon certain Information, that the French had 
landed nine hundred Men on the Back of the Ifland, called a 
Council of War, in which it was reſolved to embark the Forces; 
which was accordingly done, as I have before obſerved, on the 
7th of May. It muſt be acknowledged, that this Service ſuffered 
not a little from ſome Diſputes that happened between the Land 

and Sea-Officers ; which is, generally ſpeaking, the Ruin of our 
Meſi-India Expeditions v. 5 


As 


I There were ſome unlucky Circumſtances attended this Expedi - 
tion. In the firſt Place, when Captain Walker arrived, the Land- 
Forces had no Powder, with which, however, they were furniſhed 
from the Fleet. When they came next to examine their Stores cloſe- 
ly, it was found that in a thouſand Flints, there were not fifty fit for 
Muſquets, nor had they Mortars, Bombs, Pick-Axes, Spades, or 
indeed any thing proper and convenient for a Siege. But we mult 
take Care not to attribute this Miſmanagement either to Commodore 
Walker, who commanded here, or to Sir George Rooke, who ſent 
him, ſince they both ated in Obedience to Orders; the Commodore 
to thoſe of the Admiral, and the Admiral receiving his from the Mi- 
niſtry, who ought to have conſidered better what they were doing. 
m Hiſtoire. Militaire, Tom. iv. P. Daniel, Limiers, &c. . 8 
n The Governors of our Colonies have ſcarce ever been able to 
agree with the Commanders of our Squadrons; and with reſpect to 
this very Expedition, there were as warm Complaints made againſt 
the Commodore, as ever came from the Weſt Indies: But he repre- 
ſented, that the Road of Guardalupe was exceſſively bad; that he 
found it impoſſible to procure Pilots; that ſeveral of the Ships loſt 
their Anchors, the Ground being foul, and the Water deep, ſo that 
| ſome or other were daily forced out to Sea; and added to this, that 
the Troops were under exceſiive Difficulties, having no Guides to 
conduct them, and being under the utmoſt Want of Neceſſaries to ſup- 
port them. Beſides, the Iſland was not abandoned, till the Expedi- 


tion 
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As ſoon as the News of Vice-Admiral Benbow's Misfortune 
and Death arrived in England, it was reſolved to ſend another 
Flag- Officer thither with a conſiderable Squadron. This Com- 
mand, it is ſaid, was offered to Sir Stafford Fairborne, who re- 
fuſed it; and then it was propoſed to Mr. Graydon, who, though 
a certain Prelate ſtiles him a brutal Man, made this Anſwer, 
That it was his Duty to go where the Queen thought proper to 
command him, and that he knew no Difference of Climates, 
when he was to obey her Orders. His Inſtructions may be found 
at large in Burchet, and the Strenzth he was to take with him, 
which conſiſted only of a third, a fourth, and a fifth Rate; which 
laſt proved unfit for the Voyage, and therefore The Montague 
of ſixty, and The 52 of fifty Guns, were ordered to ſee him 
a hundred and fifty Leagues into the Sea ®. They failed about 
the Middle of March, and on the 18th of that Month they ſaw 
four French Ships to Leeward, viz. two of ſixty, one of fifty, and 
another of forty Guns. This laſt being both the ſmalleſt and 
ſternmoſt, The Montague, commanded by Captain William Cleve- 
land, bore down to, and ſoon after ged her. Hereupon the 
Vice-Admiral made the Signal 2 of Battel, and conſe- 
quently for The Montague s coming off; but her Fore-top- ſail 
being ſhot in Pieces the ſecond Broadſide ſhe received from the 
Enemy, ſhe could not tack ſo ſoon as otherwiſe might have been 
expected, inſomuch, that the other three French Ships wore, and 
bearing down to the Ship that had been engaged, each of them fired 
her Broadſide at The Montague; but ſhe being to Windward, 
and the Sea running high, as the French generally fire in Hopes 
of wounding Maſts, Yards, or Rigging, all their Shot flew over 
her, ſo that ſhe received not any conſiderable Damage. Ihe French 
Ships (which now made the beſt of their Way from ours) were 
foul, for they were Part of the Squadron under Command of 
Monſieur du Caſſe, with which Vice-Admiral Benhb9w engaged 
in the Weſi-Indies, and (as it was reported) were very rich ?. 
os Q 2 be Tuts 


tion had coſt us pretty dear, aslappears by the following Account of our 
Loſs. There were killed in the firſt Action, one Major, two Captains, 
fix Lieutenants; and wounded, two Colonels, ſeven Captains, and 
nine Lieutenants; and three Enſigus died. One hundred and fiſty- 
four Soldiers were killed; two hundred and eleven wounded; ſe- 
venty-two died; fifty · nine deſerted; and twelve were taken Priſoners. 

o See Burchet's Naval Hiſtory, The Complete Hiſtory of Europe 
for 1702, Oldmixon, Life of Queen Anne, &c. ? Burchet's Na- 
val Hiſtory, London Gazette, No. 3919. 
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Tris Affair drew very heavy Reproaches on the Admiral, 
who, notwithſtanding, ſeems to have acted according to the be& 
of his Abilities ; and in ſaying this, I am warranted by the Judg- 
ment of the Admiraltz-Board, who were beſt acquainted with 
Mr. Graydon's Inſtructions 2. He proceeded with all imaginable 
Diligence in his Voyage, and arrived at the Iſland of Madera on 
the 10th of April, 1703 ; and from thence he failed to Barbadoes, 
where he arrived the 12th of Jay. The Day before came a 
| Brigantine from Guardalupe, with Advice that Commodore Mall- 
er was there, and that both Seamen and Soldiers were in Danger 
of being ſtarved for want of Proviſions. The Vice-Admiral there- 
upon applied himſelf to the Agent-Vicualler, and having furniſh- 
ed himſelf with all the Beef, Pork, Bread, and Peaſe that could 
be got, he ſailed on the 17th. On the 20th he ran in with the 
Fort and Town of Guardalupe, and ſeeing it in Ruins, he failed 
inſtantly for Antigua, and from thence to Nevis, where he met 
with the Army and Squadron in the greateſt Diſtreſs ; and having 
relieved them, he failed with all the Ships of War to Jamaica, 
where they arrived the 4th of June . The firſt thing he did there, 
| was to direct a Survey of the Ships under his Command; which 
proved to be very defective, not only in their Hulls, but in their 


2 Biſhop Barnet blames the Admiralty for inferting a Paragraph in 
the Gazette, to juſtify the Admiral's Conduct. It is neceſſary the 

Reader ſhould ſee that Paragraph, which runs thus. Plymouth, 
« April 26, the Montague, Captain Cleveland, Commander, is come 
„ in here: The Nonſuch, and ſhe went from hence the 13th of 
„ March, with Vice-Admiral Graydon, in the Reſolution, Captain 
„% Day in the Blackwall, the Tranſports with Brigadier Columbine's 
„ Regiment, Store Ships, and Merchants, bound to the Weſt Indies, 
% and parted from them on the 26th of the ſame, in the Latitude of 
„ 43 Degrees. The Captain ſays, that on the 18th of that Month 
*« in the Latitude of 47 Degrees, 30 Minutes, they met four French 
„ Men of War, and that he ged the Sternmoſt for ſometime ; 
but upon his firſt engaging, the Vice-Admiral made a Signal to call 
him off, being under Orders not to loſe any Time in his Paſſage, 
„by chafing or ſpeaking with any Ships whatſoever ; the contrary 
«© Winds having kept him here much longer than was intended, and 
the Service upon which he was bound, very much requiring his 
% Preſence, and the Regiment that was with him”. The ſingle 
Queſtion that aroſe on this Subje& was, whether Admiral Graydon 
obeyed his Orders? And this is plainly decided by the foregoing Pa- 
ragraph in the Affirmative,  Burchet's Naval Hiſtory, p. 
Gog. This was certainly a very fignal Service done to the Nation ; 
fince, if the Admiral had ated leſs vigorouſly in procuring a Sup- 
ply, our Troops muſt neceſſarily have periſhed for Want. 
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Maſts, Stores and Rigging; and at the ſame time very ill manned, 
This, together with ſome Differences that aroſe between the Ad- 
miral and ſome of the principal Perſons in Jamaica, determined 
him to fail home as ſoon as poſſible : And accordingly, having 
left The Norwich, The Experiment, and The Sea-Horſe, with 
The Harman and Earl-Galley, Fire-ſhips, together with two 
Sloops, to attend the Iſland, and The Colcheſter and Sunderland 
to convoy home the latter Trade, he failed for Blewfields, and 
PR from thence he fell in with Newfoundland on 2d of 
went. 
the Evening of that Day there aroſe ſuch a Fog as has ſcarce 
ever been ſeen; for it laſted thirty Days compleat, and the wea- 
ther was fo very dark, that it was difficult to diſcern one Ship 
3 : This occaſioned the * of the 2 which 
could not be brought together again ti 3d of September, 
when the Vice- 1244 — to conſult his Officers, 
as to the principal Deſign of his Voyage, which was the attacking 
the French at Placentia, and 4 them to quit New- 
Fundland. At this Council of War, there were preſent, beſides 
the Vice-Admiral, Rear-Admiral Whetſtone, and thirteen Sea- 
_— ; 1 the Commander in Go Colo- 
nel Rivers, ſix Captains, and an Engineer. They took into con- 
ſideration the Queen's Inſtructions to Brigadier Callumbine, then 
deceaſed, and thoſe to Mr. Graydon, and finding all their Ships in 
a a very ſad Condition, that they were thinly manned, and moſt of 
them ſick, already a ſhort Allowance, and the Soldiers being forc- 
ed to drink Water in ſo cold a Climate, had their Limbs benumn- 
ed, and were ſcarce fit for Service, that the five Regiments were 
reduced to 1035 Men; that of five hundred they were to receive 
from New England there came but ſeventy, which were now re- 
duced to twenty five, and thoſe diſabled ; and that, from the beſt 
Accounts, the Enemy at Placentia were judged to be not only 
ſuperior in Number, and conſequently able to make a good Re- 
fiſtance, but that the Avenues to the Place were extreamly diffi- 
cult, the Grounds ſpungy, and no Planks, or other Materials, 
for mounting the Guns on the Batteries: Theſe Difficulties and 
Obſtructions being maturely conſidered together, with the good 
Circumſtances the Enemy were in, and the Aſſiſtance they might 
have from the Privateers, and other Shipping then at Placentia, 
the Council of War were-unanimouſly of Opinion, that to make 
an Attempt on that Place with the Ships and Forces at ſuch a 
Seaſon of the Year, was altogether impraQticable ; and that, in- 


- 5 Burchets's Naval Hiſtory, Lediard, Oldmixon, Annals of Queen 
Anne, &C, 9 
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ſtead of any Probability of Succeſs, it might tend to the Diſhe- 
nour of her Majeſty's Arms *. 3 . 

THis was the End of Vice-Admiral Graydon's unfortunate 
Expedition ; in which, though it is certain on the one Hand, 
that he did not do the Nation any remarkable Service, yet it is 
no leſs certain on the other, that in reſpec to protecting the 
Trade, and moſt of the Things in his Power, he did all the Ser- 
vice he was able. But it was his Misfortune, firſt to feel the Ef- 
fects of other Mens Miſtakes, and next to be made anſwerable 
for them. On his Return, the Houſe of Lords entered into an 
Enquiry into his Conduct; and, beſides their former warm Vote, 
Which was more than enough to have undone him, came to a 
Reſolution of addreſſing her Majeſty, to remove him from all 


Employments for impreſſing Servants in the J/2/t- Indies; deſiring 


her, at the ſame time, to direct the Attorney-General to proſe- 
cute him for that Offence . This had the deſired Effet: Vice- 
Admiral Graydon (as to Service) was laid afide, and his Memo 


| has been loaded with the fouleſt Imputations; though there 1 


great Reaſon to believe, that he was rather unlucky than unjuſt, 


and that he ſuffered for Miſcarriages which it was not in his PO] - 
er to avoid. In order to have a clearer Idea of this, we muſt. 


conſider that he juſtified himſelf as to his not fighting the French 
under his Orders, which were very preciſe upon that Head; and, 
jf he had not obeyed them, he muſt have been anſwerable for all 


the Conſequences before a Court- Martial; while on the other 
Hand the Lords, as the ſupreme Judicature, decided in this Caſe, # 
on the Reaſon of the Thing; and becauſe, as they thought, the 


Neceſſity of fighting ought, in his Judgment, to have ſuperſeded his 
Orders: Yet, when he pleaded Neceſſity in Excuſe of impreſſing 
Servants, this would not ſerve his Turn ; but he was puniſhed in 
that Caſe as ſeverely for making uſe of his own Judgment, as for 
a ſuppoſed Neglect of it in the other. | 8 

Ix all Probability the Reſentment of the Houſe of Lords againſt 
this Gentleman, was ſharpened by their inſpecting into other Af- 
fairs relating to the Navy; in which, it muſt be confeſſed, they 


found 


t J tranſcribe this from a MS. Account of Admiral Graydon's De- 


fence, in which are particular Certificates as to the Truth of each of 


theſe Facts, and which, I ſuppoſe, ſatisfied the Houſe of Lords as to 
this Part of the Charge; which the Admiral looked upon as that 
which would affect him moſt, ſince here he had not executed his Or- 


ders, but avoided attacking the French. uv See the Journal 
of the Houſe of Lords. I do not find that the Admiral was ever 


945 and I gueſs, from a Reflection of Mr. Oldmixon, that 


© Was not. 
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found Things very indifferently managed. As for Inſtance, Com- 
plaints had been made to the Lord High-Admiral of bad Provi- 
ſions, by which the Seamen were poiſoned, as well as the Nation 
cheated ;z yet a Survey of the Proviſions complained of was delay- 
ed for three Months, which gave a great Opportunity for making 
ſuch Removes and Changes, as rendered the Proof of this Charge 
impracticable. The Merchants complained that they were ill 
ſerved with Convoys, and that fo little Care was taken of the 
Newcaſtle Fleet, as occaſioned an exceſſive Riſe of Coals: the 
Neglect of providing for ſuch Seamen as were Prifoners in 
France, was likewiſe rendered very evident ; as was the Danger of 
the Iſland of Jamaica, and the betraying our Naval Councils to 
the French. Theſe were all digeſted into an Addreſs, which was 
preſented by the Houſe of Lords to the Queen ; to which her 
Majeſty was pleaſed to anſwer, that the Addreſs conſiſted of fo 
many Parts, that ſhe could not then take Notice of them. In the 
general, however, ſhe promiſed ſhe would conſider of them, and 
= ſuch Directions as ſhould be proper for the Safety and Wel- 
are of the Nation, I think it neceſſary to obſerve here, that at 
this Time there were very warm Diſputes in the Houſe of Lords, 

as to the Conduct of the Admiralty in the late Reign, which had 
been cenſured by the Houſe of Commons, and in a great Mea- 
ſure juſtified here; ſo that at this Seaſon all the Strength of Party 
was exerted on both Sides, and the Merit of a Man was leſs con- 
ſidered, than the Faction to which he attached himſelf v But it 

is Time to leave fo troubleſome and unentertaining a Subject, in 
order to return to the Conduct of the War, and the great 
Things performed in the Year 1704, for the Service of which the 
Commons granted upwards of 4,000,000 ; and of this the Sum 
of was for the Service of the Navy: which ſhews, how 
deſirous the Nation was of ſupporting the War to the utmoſt, 
and of giving whatever was neceſſary for the Service of the com- 
mon Cauſe, in hopes that it would be honeſtly and effectually 
laid out, for thoſe great and ſalutary Purpoſes for which it was 
ſo chearfully given *. . . 8 
e Q 4 Tur 


The Queen, by ſoft Anſwers, endeavoured to pacify both Houſ- 
es, which indeed was the only Meaſure left for her to purſue ; ſince, 
if ſhe had complied with either of their Demands, it muſt have in- 
flamed both. Her Prudence, therefore, in this Reſpect. was very 
conſpicuous ; though perhaps the righteſt Step ſhe could have taken, 
would have been to have diſmiſſed his Royal Highneſs's Council as 
Lord High Admiral. 
*The Reader will probably be ſurpriſed to find a Blank 5 the 
| | L Ext; 
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Tur King of Spain was very deſirous of proſecuting his V. 

age to Liſbon, 8 Portſmouth, and would % 
embarked on the firſt of February, if the Wind had been at all 
favourable. Sir George Rooke, who was to command the Fleet 
that eſcorted him, and the Land-Forces intended for his Service, 
did every Thing that could be to facilitate the Expediti- 
on : For when he found the Tranſports were ready, and that it 
was impoffible to have the intended Number of great Ships ſo ear- 
ly at Sea, he propoſed failing with a ſmall Force to Liſbon, and 
waiting there for a Reinforcement. This was a very wiſe, as well 


as vigorous Step; for, according to the Informations our Court 


had received of the Deſigns of France, they intended to have a 
| 99 Naval Strength in the Mediterranean, which, if it came 

earlier than our Reinforcement, would have been able to 
have ſhut up our ſmall Fleet in the River of Lisbon, and have in- 
tercepted all our Trade homeward-bound ; whereas, if, according 
to Sir George's Scheme, the Supply arrived early enough at Lisbon, 
dur Fleet would be 1 5 enough to prevent the Junction of the 

in v. 


Breſt with the Toulon and to perform other requiſite 
Services on the Coaſt of Spa 


Ix the firſt Part of his Deſign, Sir George was as fortunate as 


he could with; for failing on the 12th of February, he, after a 
fine Paflage, arrived with the Squadron, and all the Tranſports, 
in the River of Lisbon, on the 25th; and after two Days had 


Text : but the Reaſon is, that after uiing the utmoſt Induſtry, I have 
not been able to diſcover what the Sum was; which I find has been 
the Caſe of other aſſiduous Enquirers, as well as myſelf. I cannot, 
| however, fall into their Opinion, that there was no Proviſion made 
for the Ordinary of the Navy this Year ; but rather imagine that, by 


ſome Miſtake, the Sum appropriated for that Service, was omitted in 


the Votes; and therefore I leave this Blank, in hopes that ſome more 
intelligent Reader may be able to fill it up. 


This was certainly a very wiſe and well-judged Scheme, and is 5 


a clear and direct Proof that Sir George Rooke was very deſirous of 
doing as much Service as poſſible, and to loſe no Opportunity of be- 
ing early in the Action. His going on this Expedition, with the ſmall 
Squadron under his Command, was liable to many Exceptions, if 
conſidered in a prudential Light, and with a View to the Credit of 
the Admiral ; bat Sir George diſregarded theſe, when they came in 
competition with the Public Service, and choſe rather to risk his own 
Character. than the Nation's Honour, and the Proſpect the King of 
Spain then had of Succeſs, of which his Catholick Majeſty was ex- 
treamly ſenſible, and gave upon all Occaſions, the moſt ample Teſti- 
monies of his particular Reſpe& for Sir George Rooke, and juſt Ac- 
knowledgment of his Services. 
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ing the Ceremonial, his Catholick Majeſty was 


by the King of Portugal, and moſt of the 


in tion to this Cere- 
particular Notice ; and that 


— 
Standard, the Z 


go 
from the Ship, his Standard might be hoifted and the Admiral's 


Flag continue ſtruck until they were on Shore. This Propoſition 
was made from the King of Portugal by the King of Spain ; to 
which the Admiral replied, that his Majeſty, ſo long as he ſhould 
be on Board, might command to be ſtruck when he 
pleaſed ; but that, whenever he i was himſelf Ad- 
miral, and obliged ite his Commiſſion by hoiſting his Flag 
This, in, as 
well as hi England was 

| Two 


we take this Paſſage from the Account publiſhed by Authority; 


and I think I may venture to aſſert, that Sir George Rooke's Concern 


for the Honour of the Flag, became him very well, as an Engliſh 
Admiral, whatever might be thought of it at home by ſome Engliſh 
Stateſmen. Biſhop Burnet, ſpeaking of our Treaty with the King of 
Portugal, mentions a very extraordinary Incident relating to this Af- 


fair, which I find it neceflary to tranſcribe. © In this Treaty, an 
Accident happened, that had almoſt ſpoiled all: The King of Por- 


«« tugal infiſted on demanding the Flag, and other Reſpects to be pail 
« by our Admiral, when he was in his Ports. The Earl of Notting- 
ham inſiſted it was a Diſhonour to England to ſtrike, even in ano- 


« ther King's Ports. This was not demanded of the Fleet, that was 


ſent to bring over Queen Katherine; ſo, though Methuen, our 


« Ambaſſador, had agreed to this Article, he preſſed the Queen not 
« to ratify it”. -— The Lord Godolphin looked on this, as too 


« inconſiderable to be inſiſted on; the whole Affairs of Europe ſeem- 


* ed to turn upon this Treaty, and ſo important a Matter ought not 


« to be retarded a Day, for ſuch Punctillio's as a Salute, or ſtriking 


_ « the Flag; and it ſeemed reaſonable, that every Sovereign Prince 


* ſhould claim theſe Acknowledgments, unleſs where it was other- 
* wiſe ſtipulated by expreſs Treaties. The laying ſo much Weight on 


„ ſuch Matters, very much heightened Jealoufies ; and it was ſaid, 
% that the Earl of Nottingham, and the Tories ſeemed to lay hold 


„of every Thing that could obſtru& the Progreſs of the War; while 


* the round Proceedings of the Lord Godolphin reconciled many to 


„ him.” —The Friends of the Earl of Godolphia need be under no 


Concern 
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Two Days after this, the Admiral, in Compliance with a Re- 


ſolution of a Council of War, ſent a Squadron of ſeventeen Sail 
Squadron was afterwards in- 


to cruize off Cape Spartell; which 
creaſed to twenty-two Sail, On the gth of March the Admiral 


himſelf put to Sea, and continued cruizing for a Month. Rear- 


Admiral Dilkes, who commanded the Squadron beforementioned, 
on the 12th of March in the Morning, diſcovered four Sail of 
Ships ſtanding to the N. E. He had wich him three third Rates, 
and twofourth, viz. The Kent, Bedford, Suffolk, Antelope, and Pan- 
tber. By eleven he came up with them, and. The Panther, which 


was the headmoſt of ours, engaged them; The Suffolk getting 
the Wind of them, did the ſame, as alſo the Antelope, and a 


Dutch Privateer; inſomuch, that ſhe of ſixty Guns ftruck, after 
_ exchanging ſeveral Broadſides. The Rear-Admiral could not get 
his own Ship in reach of them until Noon, and then engaging the 


Commodore, which was a Ship of ſixty Guns, ſhe ſtruck to him 


in a little Time, having loſt half her Complement of Men, as 
the third did ſoon after, which was a Ship of 24 Guns; and in 
this Action The Panther had her Fore-top-maſt ſhot by the Board, 
The Suffolk her Main-Maſt, and The Antelope's Maſts and Yards 
were wounded, The two Ships beforementioned of fixty Guns, 
were Galleon Men of War, one called The Porta Cœli, and the 
other The St. Thereſa, and came from St, Sebaſtiuns, with Bombs, 
Guns, Iron Bars, &c. being bound for Cadiz, where (as it was 
reported) they were to be fitted out for the Meſt- Indies, the 


Commodore Don Diego Bicuna, having a Commiſſion to com- 


mand all the Fleet deſigned thither ; and in theſe Ships were taken 
near 700 Priſoners *. | 


THe Rear-Admiral, by reaſon of bad Weather, did not arrive | 


at Lisbon till the 25th of March, and then in going in he loſt The 
St. Thereſa, but moſt of the Men were ſaved. Sir George Rooke 
being alſo returned, and meeting with Orders to ſail up the Streights, 
prepared to execute them, though at the ſame Time the Admiral 
was extreamly preſſed by his Catholick Majefty to undertake fome- 
what in his Favour. The Difficulties with which Sir George was 
preſſed, were many and great. In the firſt Place, the Reinforce- 
ment he depended on, was not arrived ; in the next, the Queen's 
Ordes were poſitive for the Relief of Nice and Villa Franca, and 
he knew how great a Riſque he ran, in caſe any of thoſe Places 


before 


Concern about this Story, fince it is moſt evident from the foregoing 


Account of Sir George Rooke's Conduct, that the Fact is falſe, and 
that the Honour of the Engliſh Flag was never given up. See 
the London Gazette, 4008. | 


Of Auen ANN E. 1 
were taken for want of timely Succour, The Deſign formed in 
Favour of King Charles III. to' invade Catalonia, * make an 
Attempt on Barcelona, was almoſt ripe for Execution, and that 
Monarch inſiſted very ſtrenuouſly that the Fleet ſhould eſcort this 
Embarkation. In this thorny Conjuncture the Admiral refolved 
to do as much as in bias lay to Sonhdy all Parties; and we ſhall 
hereafter ſee with how great Judgment he executed this Reſoluti- 
on: In the mean Time it is neceſſary that we ſhould explain the 
Conduct of the Adminiſtration in regard to the Expedition of dir 
Cloudeſley Shovel b. 

Ax rx Sir George Rooke was failed, the Court received Intele 
ligence, that the French were very buſy in fitting out a great Squadron 
at Bre/. This alarmed us very much, becauſe it was not eaſy 
to foreſee how this Force would be employed. At all Events it 
was thought proper to equip, with the utmoſt Expedition, a good 
Fleet, which was put under the Command of Sir Cloudeſley Shoe 
vel, Admiral of the bite, who had under him Sir Stafford Fair- 
borne, Vice-Admiral of the Red, and George Byng, Eſq; then 
Rear-Admiral of the fame Squadron. The Admiral was inſtructed, 
if he found the Breſt 29807 — ſtill in Port, to ſend away the 
Trade, Store - ſhips and Victuallers, under a proper Convoy, to 
Lijben, and to remain before that Port himſelf to endeavour to 
keep in the Enemy; or, if that was found impracticable, to 
burn and deſtroy them if they came out. But in cafe he 
found the Bre/# Squadron failed, then he was to call a Coun- 
cil of War, in order to judge what Strength might be neceſ- 
ſary to be ſent to Sir George Rooke ; and if it amounted to 22 Ships, 
then he was to fail with them himſelf, that our Fleet might, 
at all Events, be ſtronger than that of the Enemy, Sir Claude 
ley executed his Inſtructions punctually, and finding that a great 
Strength was neceſſary in the Mediterranean to oppoſe the French, 
he failed thither about the latter End of the Month of Aay<. 

W have now ſeen how and why the Succours intended for Sir 

George Rooke' 8 *. were ſo long delayed, and what Care oe 


v See Burchet, The Compleat Hiſtory of Europe, for 1704. 
Oldmixon, &c. © It was certainly well judged in Sir Cloudeſ- 
ley Shovel, to fail as he did with his Fleet into the Mediterranean ; for 
the French, perceiving how much their Reputation ſuffered by the De- 
elenſion of their Power at Sea, reſolved this Year to make the utmoſt 
Effort poſſible to recover it, grounding their Hopes chiefly on our 
Fleets being divided, and the poſlibility there was of attacking Sir 
George Rooke, before any Reinforcement could join him ; which, 
but for this prudent MARES of Sir Cloudeſley Shovel, might have 
been effected. 


N re- embarking the Men, from an A 
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taken for their coming after all in good Time ; we will next 
therefore return to that Admiral, and give a ſhort Account of 
the Manner in which he extricated himſelf out of the Difficul- 
ties in which we * him. 

the Prince of Heſſe 
lick Majeſty's 

the Attempt on — 
content to eſcort them, and 


4% 1 

rdi — „ 
ENI before the City of A 
lona. A Prift and thine econ Reventeoed tes ves, and in- 
formed the Prince of Heſſe, that if ſome few Forces were landed, 
and a Shew made of a Bombardment, they would declare for King 


peedily embarked, he was 
rr r 


Charles III. and receive him into the Town. Upon this there 


landed on the 19th of May about 1200 Marines, 400 Dutch 
Foot, a Company of Catalens, and as many Volunteers as made 
up 2000 Men. remained a-ſhore all Night ; and the 
Prince finding nothing — the Dutch had bom- 
barded the Place with ſome Effect, his Highneſs himſelf propoſed 


attacked by a ſuperior Force. The Truth is, that he had great 
Reaſon to abandon this Deſign as he did, ſince, in the firſt Place, 
the Governor had diſcovered it, and hed ferured the Chiefs of the 
Auſtrian Party; and in the next, the Force he had with him was 
not at all proportioned to the 

In all this one would i imagine - Admiral muſt have been 
dlameleſs, fince he had done all that could be expected from 
him, and did not retire till his Highneſs himſelf thought it re- 
72 Yet Biſhop Burnet has given ſuch an Account of it, as 
1 muſt take the Liberty of tranſcribing, that the Publick may 
ſee how neceſſary it is for an Hiftorian to be free from Party. 
64 Sir George Rooke came before Barcelona, where the Prince of 
« Heſſe Darmſtadt aſſured him there were a ſtrong Party ready 
« to declare for King Charles, as it was certain there was a great 
ys 2 in many to it. But Rooke would not ſtay above 


60 three 


There was certainly a very 1 Party i in Barcelona for Kiog 


| Charles, and if they had had Courage enough to have declared on | 


the firſt Arrival of the Fleet, and had [marched out, and joined the 
Land Forces as ſoon as they had debarked, ſomething might have 
been done ; but they continued conſulting and intriguing, till the 
Governour ſeized their Chiefs ; and then they themſelves adviſed the 


Prince of Heſſe not to remain any longer before the Place, on ac- 


count of its being equally inconvenient for him and them. 


pprehenſion of their being | 
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before it; ſo that the Motions within the Town, 

iſcoveries that many made of their Inclinations, had 
proved fatal to them. He anſwered his Orders were 

« poſitive ; he muſt make towards Nice, which it was believed 
„the French intended to beſiege. At this rate of writing, no 


» pre- 
L 8. Love 
joining Sir Cloudeſſey Shovel, which is a notorious Fal- 
Admiral landed his Troops before Barcelona on 
the 19th of May ; err an 

ligence of the Bre/? Squadron; and then, i of Grids, 


upon which it was — to proceed up the A.- 
diterranean, in ſearch of the Frenc 


h Fleet. The whole of this 
our 


— 
he did, and forced Men, who valued themſelves on their 


never deſerved *. SR 

On the 21ſt of May the Admiral ſteered for the Ifles of 
Flieres, but in their Paſſage met with a Storm, which ſeparated 
his Fleet. On the 27th they joined again, and had ſight of a 
large French Squadron, which they rightly . to be ſailing 
for Toulon ; and therefore it was reſolved, in a Council of War, 
to chace them thither, and if it was not poſſible to prevent their 
2 that Port, then to fail for Liſbon, in order to wait 
for a Reinforcement ; which was accordingly done f. On the 
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14th 


© See Burchet, The Compleat Hiſtory of Europe for 1704, and 
all the Foreign Journals of that Year. In the Dutch Edition of 
Biſhop Burnet's Hiſtory, there is a large Note to ſet right 
what the Editor takes to be the effects of Haſte or Confuſion ; 
and in that Note, he ſtates the Facts and Dates fairly from our Ga- 
zettes; and other public Authorities, as I do Burnet's Hiſtory. Vol. v. 
770. Son 

: f This is a Fact, in which Burchet, Oldmixon, The Compleat 
Hiſtory of Europe, and all our Writers agree, as taking it 7 the 

ournals 
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14th of June our Fleet paſſed through the Streights-Mouth, and 
were joined two Days after by Sir Claudeſſey Shovel, with his 
Squadron off Lagos: A council of War was then called, in or- 
der to conſider what Service ſhould be proceeded on. Several 
Schemes were propoſed, particularly a ſecond Attack on Cadiz, 
which was ſoon found to be impracticable, for want of a ſuffi- 
cient Number of Land-Forces. At this Council of War the 
Admiral alſo was pleaſed to declare, that he was limited by his 
Inſtructions from attempting any Thing without the Conſents of 


the Kings of Spain and Portugal z which was another Diſcou- 
ragement to the Service, becauſe thoſe Princes could very ſeldom 


ree on any Thing; ſo that, except ſending ſome Ships to the 
ercerat, in order to protect the homeward-bound Brazil Fleet, 
there was nothing done, that I can find, in Conſequence of this 

Order. Sir George Rooke being very ſenſible of the Reflections 
that would fall upon him, if, having ſo conſiderable a Fleet un- 
der his Command, he ſpent the Summer in doing nothing of 
Importance, called a Council of War on the 17th of July, in the 
Road of Tetuan, where having declared he thought it requiſite they 
ſhould reſolve upon ſomething, after a long Debate it was carried 
to make a ſudden and vigorous Attempt upon Gibraltar, for 
three Reaſons : Firſt, becauſe in the Condition the Place then 


was, there was ſome Probability of taking it; which in caſe it 


had been properly provided, and there had been in it a numerous 
Gariſon, would have been impoſſible. Secondly, becauſe the 
Poſſeſſion of that Place was of infinite Importance during the 
_ preſent War. Thirdly, becauſe the taking of this Place would 
give a Luſtre to the Queen's Arms, and poſſibly diſpoſe the 

Spaniards to favour the Cauſe of King Charles. * 
NE. hy 2 WY 


Journals depoſited with the Secretary of the Admiralty ; and there- 
fore we may eaſily know what to think of the following Paſſage of 
Burnet's Hiſtory, which follows immediately the Account he had 
given of the Admiral's leaving Bar-elona, to fail for the Coaſt of 
Italy, in order to prevent the Siege of Nice, or to relieve it if i: 
was beſieged. © Having Advice, ſays the Biſhop, that the French 
* made no Advances in that Deſign, he turned his Courſe Wet- 
ward, and came in Sight of the French Fleet, failing from Breſt 

to Toulon, the Advantage he had was ſo viſible, that it was ex- 
«« pected he would have made towards them; he did it not: 
« What Orders he had was not known, for the Matter never came 
* under Examination; they got to Toulon, and he ſteered another 
% Way. The whole French Fleet was then together in that Har- 
* bour ; for though the Toulon Squadron had been out before, it 
« was then in Port,” 5 5 
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Trax Fleet got into the Bay of Gibraltar on the 21ſt of 
Fuly, and the Marines, Engliſh and Dutch, to the Number of 
1800, were landed under the Command of the Prince of Heſſz 
on the fhmus, to cut off all Communication between the 'Town 
and the Continent. His Highneſs having taken Poſt there, fum- 
moned the Governor ; who anſwered that he would defend the 
Place to the laſt. On the 22d the Admiral at Break of Day, 
gave the Signal for cannonading the Town ; which was perform- 
ed with ſuch Vigour, that 15, ooo Shot was ſpent in five Hours; 
when the Admiral perceiving that the Enemy were driven from 
their Fortifications at the South Mole-head, and that if we were 
once poſſeſſed of theſe, the Town muſt be taken of courſe, he 
ordered Captain Whitaker to arm all the Boats, and to attempt 
to make himſelf Maſter of them. This Order was no fooner 
iſſued, than Captain Hicks and Captain Jumper, who were 
neareſt the Mole, puſhed on Shore with their Pinnaces, and 
actually ſeized the Fortifications before the reſt could come up. 
The — ſeeing this _ a Mine, by which two Lieu- 
tenants and forty Men were killed, and about ſixty more 
wounded : However they kept Poſſeſſion of the great Platform, 
till they were ſuſtained by Captain Mhitater, and the Seamen 
under his Command, who very ſoon made himſelf Maſter of a 
 Redoubt, between the Mole and the Town; on which the Ad- 
miral ſent in a Letter to the Governor, who on the 24th capitu- 
lated, and the Prince of Heſſe took Poſſeſſion of the Place. I 
muſt, upon this Occaſion, obſerve, that as this Deſign was con- 
trived by the Admirals, ſo it was executed entirely by the Sea- 
men, and therefore the whole Honour of it is due to them. I 
muſt likewiſe put the Reader in Mind, that nothing could have 
enabled the Seamen to take the Place, but the cannonading of it 
in ſuch a Manner, as obliged the Spaniards to quit their Poſts ; 
for the General Officers, who viewed the Fortifications after the 
Place was in our Hands, declared, that they might have been 
defended by fifty Men againſt as many thouſands. The French 
indeed ſay, in order to diminiſh, as much as poſſible, the Glory 
of this Action, that the Spaniards had neither Gariſon nor Guns 
there; but this is far from being true, ſince there were above one 
hundred Braſs Pieces mounted. After putting as many Men, as 
could be ſpared, into the Place, under the Command of the 


Prince of Heſſe, the Fleet ſailed to Tetuan, in order to take in 
Wood and Water.s. NT 


WIIII 
The Marquis de Quincy tells us, that the Court of London being 


informed of the Weakneſs. of the Gariſon of Gibraltar, gave Sir 
„ 8 
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Wull z they lay here, the Ditch Admiral ſent a Flag-Officet 
and fix Ships to Lisbon, with Orders to return home, and a Pro- 


mil ut bo wank] QUE follow them. On the gth of Aiguft 


the Fleet failed again for Gibraltar, and had Sight of the French 
Fleet, which they reſolved to The latter declined this, 
and endeavoured to get away ; but Sir George purſued them with 
all the Sail he could make . On the 17th of the ſame Month, 
which was Sunday, he came within three es of them, when 
they brought to with their Heads to the Southward, the Wind 
being Eaſterly, and, forming a Line, lay in a Poſture to receive 
him. They were fifty-two Ships and twenty-four Galleys, very 


ſtrong in the Centre, but weaker in the Van and Rear; to ſupply 


| which, moſt of their Galleys were placed in thoſe Squadrons. In 
the Centre was the Count of Toulouſe, High Admiral of France, 
with the Mhite Squadron; in the Van the Mbhite and Blue Flag, 
and in the Rear the Blue, each Admiral having his Vice and Rear- 
Admiral. Our Fleet confiſting of fifty-three Ships ; but the Ad- 
miral ordered The Swallow and Panther, two fourth Rates, with 


a fifth and a fixth, and two Fire-ſhips, to lie to Windward of 


him, that if the Enemy's Van ſhould puſh through our Line 
r- their Gallies and Fireſhips, they might give them ſome Di- 
verſion:- . | os oy 


George Rooke Orders to attack it; which he did, and was ſo lucky 
as to make himſelf Maſter of it, through the Negligence of the Spa- 
niards. Though this is the moſt accurate Book publiſhed in relation 
to the laſt War, yet, in this Point, the Author is certainly miſtaken. 
We have Sir George Rooke s Inſtruftions in Burchet ; his Journals 
and Orders are yet in being, and have been conſulted in this Work; 
but nothing of this Sort has been diſcovered : and indeed, if any Mi- 


niſter had been wiſe enough to contrive this Scheme, he would un- 


doubtedly have done himſelf Juſtice, by claiming the Merit of it. 
The French Hiſtorian proceeds to ſay, that though Gibraltar was ta- 

ken for King Charles III yet it was never put into his Poſſeſſion, but 
has been ever ſince kept by the Engliſh, who, to ſay the Truth, ſays 
he, have dearly purchaſed it, fince it has coſt them more Pounds 
Sterling, than there are Stones in the Fortifications. Hiſtoire Mili- 
taire, 'Tom. iv. p. 421. 


b This plainly proves, that no Man was more inclined to fight, than | 


Sir George Rooke, when fighting was a prudent Meaſure, and in the 
Night of the Eleventh, he had the good Luck to force one of the 
Enemy's Ships aſhore, to which they were forced to ſet Fire, in Or- 
der to prevent its falling into our Hands. | : 
i See Sir George Rooke's Account of this Battel, publiſhed by Au- 
thority. This Diſpoſition plainly proved the Admiral's great Capa- 
city, and how dextrouſly he could ſupply, by good Management, any 
accidental Deficiencies he might labour under. 


A little 
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Of Queen ANNE. — 
A little after ten in the Morning, our Fleet bore down in or- 
der of Battel, and when they came within half Gun-ſhot of the 
Enemy, the French ſet all their Sails at once; as if they intended 
to ſtretch a-head and weather us; ſo that our Admiral, after firing 
a Chaſe (un at the French Admiral to ſtay for him, of which he 
took no Notice, put the Signal out, and began the Battel, which 
fell very heavy on The Royal Katherine, The St. George, and The 
Shrewsbury. About two in the Afternoon the Enemy's Van gave 
Way to ours, and the Battel ended with the Day, when the E- 
nemy went away, by the Hclp of their Gallies, to the Leeward. 
In the Night the Wind ſhifted to the Northward, and in the 
Morning to the Weſtward, which gave the Enemy the Wind of 
us. We lay by all Day within three Leagues of each other, re- 
airing our Defects, and at Night they filed and ſtood to the 
Northward. Our Fleet endeavoured the two next Days to renew 
the Fight, but the French avoided it, and at laſt bore away. 
This plainly diſcovers that we had the Victory, notwithſtanding 
the Advantages of the French ; which I think thoſe who un- 
Maritime Affairs, will allow to be as great as ever any 
Fleet had. For firſt, their Ships were bigger; they had ſeven- 
teen three-deck Ships, and we had but ſeven. Secondly, they 
had a Advantage in their Weight of Metal ; for they had 
600 more than we. Thirdly, they were clean Ships, juſt 
come out of Port; whereas ours had been long at Sea, and had 
done hard Service. Fourthly, they had the Aſſiſtance of their 
Gallies ; and how great an Advantage this was, will appear from 
hence, that about the Middle of the Fight, the French Admiral 
ordered a ſeventy-Gun Ship to Board The Monk, a ſixty- Gun 
Ship of ours, commanded by Captain Afrghel!s ; which he did, 
and was beat off three Times, and after every Repulſe had her 
wounded Men taken off, and her Complement reſtored by the 
Gallies. Fifthly, the French Fleet was throughly provided with 
Ammunition; which was ſo much wanted in ours, that ſeveral 
Ships were towed out of the Line, becauſe they had not either 
Powder or Ball ſufficient for a ſingle Broadſide. But the Skill of 
the Admiral, and the Bravery of the Officers and Seamen under 
his Command, ſupplied all Defects, and enabled them to give the 
French ſo clear a Proof of their Superiority over them in all Re- 
ſpects at Sea, that they not only declined renewing the Fight at 
preſent, but avoided us ever after, and durſt not venture a Battel 
on that Element during the War. It may be therefore juſtly ſaid, 
that the Battel of Malaga decided the Empire of the Sea, and 
Vor, III. R MS» re ih left: 
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left to us and the Dutch an indiſputed Claim to the Title of Ma- 
ritime Powers k. 
Ir is true, that the French, according to their old Cuſtom, 
claimed the Victory here. Lewis XIV. wrote a Letter affirming 
this to the Archbiſhop of Paris, directing Te Deum to be ſung on 
that Occaſion, and afterwards publiſhed an Account, which I 
ſhall give the Reader as near as may be from the Gazette, and 1 
ſhall then demonſtrate, that the whole was no more than an Arti- 
fice of State , in order to leſſen the ill Conſequences that were 
n 9 en 


E I cannot conceive why Biſhop Burnet, and other Writers, ſhould 
 fay ſo much to the Prejudice of their Country, purely to leſſen the 
Reputation of the Admiral, becauſe he was thought to be a Tory; 
but I can leaſt of all account for the Falſhoods that Burnet has thruſt 
into his Relation. He ſays, that moſt of the Ships had twenty - five 
Rounds of Powder, when they began to fight, and that it had ſeldom 
happened that ſo much had been ſpent in an Engagement at Sea. The 
Dutch Admiral Callemberg, in his Letter to the States, ſays, that ten 
Rounds would not ſerve above an Hour, and that many of the Eng- 
liſh Ships had no more when the Engagement was over; ſo that if 
the Biſhop intended to inſinuate, that the Want of Powder was only 
an Excuſe, he is effectually refuted by this Authority; and we ſee at 
the ſame Time, how able he was to make Calculations. He com- 
mends Shovel's Bravery juſtly, but then adds, that Rooke fought at a 
Diſtance. Now I think I have ſome Authority to prove that 
is in the Wrong in both ; by which, I mean, that though Sir 
Cloudeſley Shovel was a very brave Man, yet here he had no great 
Opportunity of ſhewing it, whereas Sir George Rooke had and did. 
For, obſerve, Reader, what Sir Cloudeſley ſays in his Letter, printed 
in the Compleat Hiſtory of Europe, for the Year 1704. His Words 
are theſe, ** The Ships that ſuffered moſt in my Diviſion, were The 
« Lenox, Warſpight, Tilbury, and Swiftſure : the reſt eſcaped pret- 
« ty well, and 1 the beſt of all, though I never took greater Pains 
<« in all my Life to have been ſoundly beaten ; for I ſet all my Sails, 
„ and rowed with three Boats a head, to get along-fide with the Ad- 
% miral of the White and Blue. But he, out ſailing me, ſhunned 
«« Fighting, and lay along fide of the little Ships. Notwithſtanding, 
„ the Engagement was very ſharp, and I think the like between two 
* Fleets never has been in any Time. There is hardly a Ship that 
« muſt not ſhiftone Maſt, and ſome muſt ſhift all; a great many have 
I ** ſuffered much, but none more than Sir George Rooke, and Cap- 
* tain Jennings, in the St. George”. N 
I think it neceſſary to give the Reader a Tranſcript of this Letter, 
from the French King to Cardinal Noailles, becauſe two great Politi- 
cians have differed much about it. Biſhop Burnet ſays, that, from 
the Coldneſs of this Letter, it was concluded in England, that the 


French 
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apprehended from the Defeat, and therefore it is no leſs injurious 
to the Glory of this Nation, than to the Honour of Sir George 
Rooke's Memory, to make uſe of the diſtorted Tales in this Rela- 
tion, to prejudice the indubitable Facts contained in ours. The 
Subſtance of this French Account was, 2 

«© 'THAT, before the Fight, the Admiral ordered all the Skips 
© to make ready; but the Sea being calm, he gave Directions 
for the Galleys to prepare to tow the Men of War off to Sea. 
« But at Day-break the whole Fleet weighed, by Favour of a 
 ©©. Breeze that blew gently from the Land, and made towards the 
„Enemy, whom the Currents had carried out to Sea, The 
«© 24th their Fleet, in a Line of Battel, came up with the Ene- 
* my; the Marquis de Vilette, Lieutenant-General, commanded 
* the Van-Guard, having behind him in a ſecond Line the Duke 
of Turſis, with his own Squadron of ſeven Galleys, and five of 
<< Spain. The Count de Tboulonſe commanded the Centre, 
having behind him the Marquis de Roye, with four Galleys ; 
< and the Marquis de Langeron had the Command of the Rear- 
«© Guard, with eight French Galleys under the Command of the 
Count de Tourville. The Enemy's Van-Guard was com- 
„ manded by Sir Claudeſſey Shovel; the Centre by Sir George 
„ Rooke; and the Rear Guard were the Dutch Ships, command. 
< ed by Vice Admiral Callemberg. They had ſixty Ships of the 
„Line, many Frigates almoſt as large, and Bomb-Veſlels that did 

<< them good Service. Sir Cloudeſley Shovel advanced before the 
Wind, ſeparating himſelf — but obſerving = 

. 

French were beat; ſo that in his Judgment, this Letter was the belt 
Evidence of our Victory. Mr. Oldmixon thinks juſt the contrary ; 
the _— N the Letter, will be able to judge for himſelf. 

© The Fleet which I have aſſembled in the Mediterranean, under 
« the Command of my Son the Count de Thoulouſe, Admiral of 
% France, has not only diſappointed the Deſigns which the joint Fleets 
*« of England and Holland had upon the Coaſts of Catalonia, but 
„ has alſo put a glorious End to the Campaign, by a general Engage- 
% ment, which iſſued wholly to my Advantage, though the Enemies 
« were conſiderably more in Number, and had a favourable Wind. 
« Their firſt Efforts were ſuſtained, and repulſed with ſo much Va- 
e lour, by all the Officers and Equipage of my Ships, animated by 
the Example of their General, that the Enemies could think of no- 
« thing during the Fight, which laſted ten Hours, but how to defend 
% themſelves, how to avoid being boarded ſeveral Times by my Ships, 
« and to ſecure themſelves by a Retreat; and though the Count de 
* Thoulouſe did all he could the two following Days to come up with 
«© them, he could not bring them to a ſecond Engagement. This hap- 
« py Succeſs obliges me to return Thanks to God by public Prayers. 
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ec the Marquis de Vilette endeavoured to ſurround him, he kept 
© to the Wind, and Sir George Rooke ſeeing the Danger he was 
© in, bore upon the King's Fleet. The Fight began about ten 
_©« a Clock, North and South off Malaga, ten or eleven Leagues 
6 from Shore, and laſted till Night. The Fire was extraordina- 
44 ry on both Sides, and notwithſtanding the Enemy had the Ad- 
ce vantage of the Wind, which blew the Smoak upon the French 
Fleet, they un kept as near the Wind as they could, while 
the Count de Thoulouſe made all poſſible Efforts to approach 

t them. The Marquis de Vilette had fo roughly uſed the Van of 

cc the Enemy, having obliged five of their Ships to quit their 

c Line, that he would have entirely put the ſame into Diſorder, 

< had not a Bomb fallen upon his Stern, and ſet it on Fire; 
< which obliged him to quit the Line, and extinguiſh the Fire. 
Another Bomb fell on the Ship of the Sieur de Belliſſe, who 
cc quitted the Line to refit, as did likewiſe the Sieurs de Grancy, 
% Ofmont, Rowvroy, Pontac, and Roche Allard. The latter 
* fought the Ship of Sir Claudeſſey Shovel of go Guns, though he 
<< had but ſixty. The Sieur Chammeſlin boarded three Times a 
6 Ship of the Enemy, but quitted the ſame, ſeeing ſhe was on 


Fire in ſeveral Places, but becauſe of the Smoak could not ſee | 


„ whether ſhe ſunk. The Baily of Lorrain was killed with a 
<< Cannon Shot, and the Sieur de Relingue had a Leg ſhot off. 
„They were the Count de Thoulouſe's two Seconds, and diſtin- 
oy 7 — themſelves very much, following the Example of their 
General. The Enemy continuing to ſheer off, the Fight | 
with the Van ended about five, with the Centre about ſeven, 
< and with the Rear towards Night. The French Fleet purſued 
<« with all their Lights out; whereas the Enemy, their Flag- 
Ships excepted, had none. The 25th the Wind blowing a- 
gain from the Weſt, the Enemy failed towards the Coaſt of 
* Barbary, ſo that they loſt ſight of them at Night. The 26th 
in the Morning they were ſeen again about four Leagues Diſ- 
<< tance, the Wind having again ſhifted to the Eaſt, which gave 
e them a fair Opportunity to renew the Fight, but they did not 
think fit to approach. They were not heard of afterwards ; 
„ whereupon it was judged they had repaſſed the Streights, and 
this obliged the Count de Thoulouſe to return the 27th to Mala- 
ga, with the Gallies. We had about 1500 Men killed or 
«© wounded. But we do not know the Loſs of the Enemy, which 
<< muſt be very great; and ſeveral Perſons ſaid, that two of their 
r 


I ſhal! 


3 See the Complete Hiſtory of Europe, for 1704, p. 487. Hil 
toire Militaire, Tom. iv. p. 426. i, Tom. iii. p. 324. 
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I ſhall mention but one Objection to this Account, becauſe I 
think I need not mention any more, and it 1s this, that whenever 
the French endeavour to account for their not puſhing the Aﬀair 
farther, they inſiſt on the Miſchief done them by the Engliþ 
Bombe ; whereas nothing can be more certain, than that there 
was not a ſingle Bomb Veſt in the Engliſh Fleet. As to the 
Force on both Sides, and the Loſs of She I ſhall give a particu- 
lar Account at the Bottom of the Pagen; and having done this, 
F R 3 I believe, 
un The Engliſh Fleet at the Time of this Battel, conſiſted of five 
Diviſions, beſides the Dutch, of which there were but eleven Ships. 
The Strength of the Fleet will particularly appear from the — 
Liſt, tranſmitted from the Admiral to the Queen. 


Men 

Ships Names. Men. Guns. Slain. Wounded. 
Royal Catherine TT - 27 94 

St. George 680 96 45 93 
Namure 680 96 3 
Shrewſbury e . 73 
Naſſau 440 70 "wy 26 
Grafton -. 70 31 66 
Monmouth 440 3 62 
Montague 565 60 15 34 
Panther 280 50 10 16 


4755 682 
Barfleur 710 96 
Eagle 440 70 
Orford 440 70 
Aſſurance 440 66 
Warſpight 440 70 
Swiftſure 440 70 
Nottingham 365 60 
Tilbury 280 40 
Lenox 440 70 
3995 6112 
Prince George 700 90 
Boyne | 500 80 
Newarke 500 80 
Norfolk 500 80 
Yarmouth _ 440 70 


Berwick 4440 70 
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I believe I need add nothing to ſhew the Folly of the French Aca- 


_ Rear-Admiral Byng's 
Rear-Admiral Dilke's <2 5 


19.385 


Total killed and wounded, Engliſh. 


Commiſſion Officers Slain ; Captains, 
Captain Cow: Lieutenants four, and Warrant-Officers two. Com- 


demy's cauſing a Medal to be ſtruck upon this Occaſion, as if, 


. Men 
Guns. Slain. Wounded. 
83 24. · 
80 31 62 
70 25 48 
50 5 21 
82 12 20 
80 21 50 
70 13 36 
60 14 46 
66 10 33 
„„ a 361 
70 is 
. 8 
50 1 3 
80 11 27 
. 
3 2 
70 13 38 
. ES 19 
$49 119 249 
682 219 508 
612 „ 
470 89 211 
540 119 249 
2933 687 15632 
1 68 
Wounded. 1632 
2319 
Dutch. 400 
Total. 2719 


Sir Andrew Leake, and 
miſſion 
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inſtead of being defeated, the French had gained a Victory wor- 
thy the Notice of Poſterity „. | 
AFTER the Engliſh had in vain endeavoured to renew the 
Fight, they repaired to Gibraltar, where they continued eight 
Days in order to refit; and having ſupplied that Place to the ut- 
moſt of their Power with Ammunition and Proviſion, it was 
thought convenient to return to England, Care being firſt taken 
to provide ſuch a Squadron for the Mediterranean Service, as 
might ſecure our Trade, and render any Deſigns of the Enemy 
abortive. On the 24th of Auguſt the Admiral failed from Gib- 
raltar ; on the 26th he gave Orders to Sir John Leake to take 
upon him the Command of the Squadron that was to remain in 
the Mediterranean during the Winter, and then failed home with 
the reſt, where he arrived ſafely on the 24th of September, and 
was received with all exterior Marks of Eſteem by the Miniſtry, 
at the ſame Time that the Populace ſhewed for him an unfeigned 
Affection v. | 
3 R4A Bur 


miſfon Officers wounded ; Captains, Mynge, Baker, Jumper, Mig- 
| hells, Kirkſon ; Lieutenants, thirteen ; Warrant Officers, thirteen. 
As to the French Fleet, it conſiſted of three Squadrons ; the firſt 


of 16 Ships of the Line, carrying in all, 1120 Guns, and 7700 Men; 


the White Squadron in the Centre, conſiſting of 17 Ships, carrying 
1271 Guns, 8500 Men; the Blue Diviſion in the Rear, conſiſting of 
17 Ships, which carried 1152 Guns, 7625 Men In all 3533 Guns, 
24,155 Men. Beſides this, they had 9 Frigates, as many Fire-Ships, 
12 French and 1 1 Spaniſh Gallies, with two Flutes; in all, 92 Sail. 
On their Side was ſlain, a Rear-Admiral, 5 Captains, 6 Lieutenants, 
and 5 Sea-Enfigns. The Count de Thoulouſe himſelf wounded in the 
Forehead, Shoulder, and Thigh ; The Count de Religues had his 
Leg ſhot off. The Marquiſs de Herbault, Intendant of the Fleet; 
Monſ. du Caſſe, Commodore of a Squadron; M. de Chatteau Reg- 
nault ; the Count de Phelipeaux ; the Count de Cominges ; M. de 
Valincourt; the Count de Thoulouſe, Secretary; ſeven Captains, 
eight Lieutenants, and about one hundred and fifty other Officers were 
wounded. As to the Loſs of private Men, it amounted in the 
whole, to 3048. 3 5 
* In this extraordinary Medal, Spain is repreſented fitting, and her 
Arm leaning on a Pillar, with Victory over her Head; the * 
thus: Orz Hisranicz SrcukiTas. i. e. The Security of the 
Spaniſh Coaſts, To ſhew how this was attained, we read in the 
Exergue. AnGLorRUM ET BaTavorRuUM CLasst FucaTa aD Ma- 
LAGAM, xxiv. AUucusT1, M, pec, Iv. i. e. The Engliſh and Dutch 
Fleet beat at Malaga, 24th of Auguſt, 1704. 
Sir John Leake had under his Command, two Ships of the 3d, 
nine of the 4th, four of the 5th, one of the 6th Rate, and a _— 
p. 
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Bur though Sir George Rocke had been happy enough to beat 


the French under great Diſadvantages, yet he was not able to 


baffle that Spirit of Envy which had perſecuted him ſo long. There 


was a Party that not only queſtioned his Conduct and the late Vic- 
tory, but were willing to ſacrifice the Glory of their Country, 
and, as far as in them lay, to propagate the idle Stories invented 
by the French, as undoubted Truths, purely to gratify their own 
Spleen ; and this too in direct Contradiction to the Voice of the 
Nation, as appeared by the many Addreſſes preſented to the 
Queen, in which the Courage, Conduct, and Fortune of Sir 
Geer ge Roote, are highly extolled. To put this Matter, however, 
out of Doubt, and to ſhew the true Senſe of the Queen and the 
Miniſtry on this Subject, it was thought proper that his Royal 


Highneſs Prince George ſhould introduce ſuch Officers of the | 


Fleet, as had deſerved beſt, to her Majeſty : and accordingly on 
the gth of October he preſented, firſt, Sir Cloudefley Shovel, who 
had the Honour to kifs her Majeſty's Hand: Then Captain John 
Lanes Commander of The St. George, upon whom her 
ajeſty was pleaſed to confer the Honour of Knighthood, and 


who is ſtill living, and in juſt Eſteem with all who have a true 
| Benſe of Merit. At the ſame Time George Byng, Eſq; and 


Thomas Dilkes, Eſq; the former Rear-Admiral of the Red, and 
the latter of the Mhite Squadron, were likewiſe Knighted %. 
WHEN the Parliament came to fit, which was on the 23d of 
October, new Diſputes aroſe, and great Pains were taken to pre- 
vent Sir George Rooke's Conduct from meeting with public Ap- 


probation : This, however, was without Succeſs ; for the Houſe 
of Commons, in their Addreſs, made uſe of theſe Words: We 


© beg Leave to congratulate your Majeſty upon the great and 
6 ons Succeſſes, with which it hath pleaſed God to bleſs your 
* Majeſty,-in the entire Defeat of the united Force of France and 
«© Bavaria, by the Arms of your Majeſty and your Allies, un- 
der the Command, and by the Courage and Conduct of the 
Duke of Marlborough, and in the Victory obtained Mi your 
” „ Majeſty's 
hip. His Orders were to repair to Liſbon, from whence he was to 
| ſend home the Trade under a Convoy of four Men of War. He was 
likewiſe to take under his Command ſuch Ships of the States-General, 


as remained in thoſe Seas ; and it was particularly recommended to 


him to take Care of Gibraltar. Sir George Rooke carried Home 


ve zd, twenty-five zd, and four 4th Rates, with fix Fire-ſhips, wo 


| Hoſpital ſhips, and a Yatch. 


1 Complete Hiſtory of Europe, Oldmixon, London Gazette, No. 
4061. which Gazette is filled with Addreſſes on the Succeſſes of the 
Duke of Marlborough, and Sir George Rooke. 
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« Majeſty's Fleet, under the Command, and by the Courage 
«© and Conduct of Sir George Rooke.” As it was known that 
theſe Expreſſions gave 
Friends of the Miniſtry, who thought there was no Compariſon 
between the Victories gained at Blenheim and Malaga, the Houſe 
thought fit to expreſs its Sentiments more clearly ; and having, 
on the 2d of November, taken into their ſerious Conſideration, the 
Services both of the Fleet and the Army, they unanimouſly vo- 
ted, That her Majeſty be deſired to beſtow her Bounty upon 
< the Seamen and Land-Forces, who had behaved themſelves ſo 
e gallantly in the late Actions both by Sea and Land.” To 
which her Majeſty very graciouſly anſwered, That ſhe would give 
her Directions accordingly. One would have imagined, that Acts 
of ſo folemn a Nature muſt have filenced ſuch as pretended to 
doubt the Services performed by the Admiral and the Fleet; and 
yet it hath ſince appeared, that ſome of our Hiſtorians, and 
of our Memoir-Writers have attempted to perſuade us that, not- 
withſtanding theſe Deciſions of the Queen and Parliament, the Fleet 
did little or nothing, and that the Fight at Malaga was a drawn 
Battel ; in which, however, they differ from the Dutch, who 
confeſs, that it was the beſt-fought Action recorded in Hiſtory ; 
and that the Skill of Sir George Rooke convinced the French, that 
it was in vain to conteſt with the Maritime Powers the Empire of 
the Sea | 
BeFoRE we conclude the Naval Tranſactions of this Year, it 
is neceſſary that we ſhould again paſs into the Mediterranean, in 
order to take a View of the Services performed by Sir Jahn Leake. 
The Spaniards, who were the beſt Judges, found our Poſſeſſion 
of Gibraltar ſo great a Thorn in their Sides, that as they very 
lately prevailed on the French to hazard an Engagement at Sea, 
to facilitate their retaking of it, ſo they afterwards demanded, 
and obtained a Squadron of French Ships, under the Command of 
Monſ. de Pointis, to aſſiſt them in carrying on the Siege. The 
Prince of Heſſe having ſent early Advice of this to Liſbon, Sir 
Fohn Leake, in the Beginning of the Month of October, pro- 
ceeded with his Squadron to the Relief of the Place, and actual- 
ly landed ſeveral Gunners, Carpenters, and Engineers, with a 
a y of 400 Marines; but receiving Intelligence, that the French 
were approaching with a Force much ſuperior to his, he found it 
neceſſary to return again to Liſbon. He did this with a View on- 


ly 


r Complete Hiſtory of Europe, Oldmixon, Debates in Parlia- 
ment, &c, | | 


Offence to many of the warmeſt 
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88 and to be in a better Condition to ſupply and aſſiſt the 

ſon in a ſecond Expedition, for which he had very prudent- 
ly directed Preparations to be made in his Abſence. This enabled 
him to put to ſea again on the 25th of Oclober, and on the 29th 
he entered the Bay of Gibraltar at a very critical JunQure ; for 
that very Night the Enemy intended to ſtorm the Town on all 
Sides, and had procured two hundred Boats from Cadiz, in or- 
der to have landed 3000 Men near the new Mole. But Sir Jobn 
Leake entered ſo ſuddenly, that he ſurprized in the Bay two 
Frigates, one of 42, and the other of 24 Guns, a Brigantine of 
I4, a Fire-ſhip of 16, a Store-ſhip full of Bombs and Granado's, 
two Engliſh Prizes ; and a Tartane and another Frigate of 30 
Guns, which had juſt got out of the Bay, was taken by an Eng- 


thſtanding theſe Diſcou ents, contĩ- 
ion of a ſtrong Naval Succour from 
Sir John Leake reſolved to land as many 
to reinforce the Gariſon; which he per- 


Men as he could ſpare, 
formed on the 2d, 3d, and 4th of November, and continued ſtill 
on the Coaſt in order to alarm and diftreſs the Enemy. On the 


19th and 2oth he ordered his ſmalleſt Frigates to go as near the 

as poſſible, and then manned all his Boats, as if he intend- 
ed a Deſcent ; but this was done ſo ſlowly, and the Troops feign- 
ed ſuch a Reluctancy to Land, as gave the Spaniſh General Time 
to draw down a great Body of Cavalry, which enabled the Ad- 
miral to put his Deſign in Execution, and to ſalute them in ſuch a 
Manner with his great and ſmall Arms, as made them ſcamper 


back to their Camp with great Precipitation. The Centurion ar- 


rived on the 22d of November, and brought in with her a French 
Prize from Martinico, very richly laden; and at the ſame Time 
gave the Admiral Intelligence, that he had failed as far as was 
convenient into the Bay of Cadiz, and had diſcovered a very ſtrong 
Squadron there, which he apprehended would ſoon be in a Con- 
dition to fail. Upon this and ſome other Intimations, Sir John 
Leake reſolved to put to Sea, and to ſtand with his Fleet to the 
Eaſtward of Gibraltar, that he might be the better able to take 


* Burchet, Oldmixon, Complete Hiſtory of Europe. Not only 
our own Writers, but even the Marquis de Quincy acknowledges the 
Truth of this Fact; he likewiſe tells us of an Attempt made by 500 
| Men who crawled up the Mountain, and appeared on the back of the 
Town; which they had certainly taken, if they had been properly 

ſupported ; but he ſays nothing of the Engliſh forcing them over the 
Precipice, and leaving their mangled Carcaſſes a melancholy Mark of 
their own Raſhneſs, and their Country-mens Cowardice. 
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ſuch Meaſures as ſhould be found neceſſary, as wall for the Pre- 
ſervation of the Place, as for Ty ME CELTIEL ies ex- 
pected from Liſbon. *. 

On the 7th of December arrived The Antelope, with nine 
Tranſports under her Convoy ; and two Days afterwards The 
* with ſeven more, havi 155 near 1 * thouſand 

r They eſcaped the French Fleet very luckily; for 
when hey were of ape Spartell, they had fight of Monſ. Poin- 
tis's Squadron, of twenty-four Sail of Men of War, 
under Engliſh and 32 = As expected to meet the 
Confederate Fleet under Sir John Leake and Rear-Admiral Vander- 
duſſen thereabouts, they did their utmoſt to join them; but by 
good Fortune were becalmed. They put their Boats to Sea on 
both Sides to tow the Ships; but the Engliſb obſerving that the 

Men of War ſtretched themſelves, and endeavoured to make a 
Half-Moon to ſurround them, they made a private Signal, which 
Sir John Leake would have underſtood. This ſpoiled the Mea- 
ſures of the French, who were thereby diſcovered, and put up 
their Colours, and endeavoured to fall upon the Tranſports ; but 
they got off by means of their Oars, and the Night coming on, 
they got away by Favour of a ſmall Breeze from the South-Weſt. 
By the arrival of theſe Succours, the Gariſon was encreaſed to 
upwards of 3000 Men; and having already obtained many Ad- 
vantages over the Enemy, it was no longer thought requiſite to 
keep the Fleet, which by long Service was now but in an indiffe- 
rent Condition, either in the Bay, or on the Coaſt ; eſpecially 
when it was conſidered, that Monſ. Pointis was ſo near with a 
Force equal, if not ſuperior to that of Sir John Leake. The 
Prince of Heſſe having acknowledged this to the Admiral, he cal- 
led a Council of War on the 21ſt of December, and having laid 
before them the true State of the Caſe, it was unanimouſly re- 
ſolved to fail with all convenient ſpeed to Liſbon in order to refit, 
and to provide further Supplies for the Gariſon, in caſe, as the 
Spaniards gave out, they ſhould receive ſuch Reinforcements from 


Lewis and King Philip, as would enable them to renew 
the * both by Land and Sea. This Reſolution was as ſpeedily | 
cloud as wiſely taken, and the Fleet arrived at Liſbon in the 
latter End of 1704, where we ſhall leave them in order to return 
to what was doing at home, and the Preparations made for carry- 
ing on the War by n Vigour in the next Vear, than 
they had been at any Time e the Beginning of the War u. 


In 


""_ Burnet, Oldmixon, Hiſtoire Militaire, Tom. iv. p 


« Burchet's Naval Hiſtory, Compleat Hiſtory of 
Europe. The Life of Queen Anne, 
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IT was a common Complaint at this Juncture, that we did not 
proſecute the War at Sea with ſo much Vigour as might be ex- 
from a Nation ſo powerful on that Element : That the 
y's taking our Ships was a Reproach on the Nation, which 
to fall under the Notice of Parliament. In Anfwer to this, 
I mean in the Houſe of Commons, it was faid, that though the 
Facts could not be denied, yet on the other Hand it muſt be al- 
| lowed, that the Board of Admiralty could not do more than the 
Supplies granted by Parliament would enable them ; and that 
re, if more was expected from them, more ought to be 
done for them. This was chiefly ſaid by the Admirals and their 
Friends, who were very numerous. The Houſe having conſider- 
ed the whole Affair with great Attention, came at length, on the 
th of November, 1704, to the following Reſolutions, viz. That 


inary of the Navy for the ſame Year, and 
| that 40, ooo J. ſhould be given to the Office of Ordinance for the 
Sea-Service, over and above the uſual Proviſion ;'and that 10,000 l. 
ſhould be given for making a Wharf and Storehouſe at Portſmouth, 
Theſe were great and glorious Proviſions, ſuch as ſhewed that 
the People were deſirous not to ſpare their Treaſure, where the 
Credit of the Crown and their own Intereſt were at Stake ”. 
YET in the latter End of this, and in the Beginning of the 
ſucceeding Year, certain Enquiries were made in the Houſe of 
Lords, which did as great Honour to that Aſſembly, as they gave 
Pain to ſome in the Adminiſtration. A great Clamour had been 
raiſed againſt the Prince's Council, for not paying ſufficient At- 
tention to the Merchants, and for having very little Regard to the 
Reſentment ſhewn by that Houſe againſt certain Perſons, and cer- 
tain Proceedings. Lord Haverſham's, and ſome other Lords 
warm Speeches, raiſed a great Heat ; but before any Addreſs was 
made to the Queen, two Committees of Enquiry were apppointed; 
one to inſpe& the Books at the Admiralty-Office, in order to fee 
exactly what Conduct the Board had purſued, and the other to 
conſider what was done at Sea. This was certainly a very 


It muſt be obſerved, that the Supplies were carried in the Houſe 
of Commons before the leaſt Notice was given by the Miniſtry that 
Sir George Rooke had loſt their Favour. In this, there was a great 
deal of Policy, becauſe the Majority of that Houfe of Commons were 
Tories; and if they had been at all aware of Sir George Rooke's being 
forced to reſign, or, as Mr. Oldmixon phraſes it, being laid aſide, 
they might have been leſs inclined to receive from the Miniſtry impli- 

citly the Terms of the Supply. 
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clear and methodical Wap of ating, and contributed to the 


laying open all the wro that had been winked at either 
on Account of private Friendſhips, or the Prejudices of Party. 
In the firſt Place the Houſe obſerved, that 22 Ships had been 
employed to cruize the whole Summer, and they from 
their Accounts returned to the Admiralty- Office, that they 
had performed their Duty ſo negligently, as not to have done 
more than from three Ships, commanded by active Captains, 
might juſtly have been expected. They likewiſe complained, 
that there were ten Flags in Pay, three of which were not at Sea: 
That Mr. Churchill had not been at Sea in any Year of this 
War; That Mr. Graydon had been aſhore all the laſt Year, 
and that he had been employed, notwithſtanding a former Ad- 
dreſs for his Diſcharge : That Sir James Wiſhart, though a 
Rear-Admiral, had the laſt Year been Sir George Rooke's Cap- 
tain : That Sir Jahn Munden, though he had not done his Duty, 
had a Penſion of 319 l. a Year, &c. Though the Queen could 
not be very well pleaſed with an Addreſs which reflected on the 
Supineneſs of her Royal Conſort, yet ſhe concealed her Diſlike, 
and anſwered, Feb. 5, Your Addreſs contains many Obſer- 
& vations, which I will conſider particularly, and give ſuch Di- 
C rections upon them, as may be moſt for the Advantage of the 
Public Service. 55 
Tuus, between the two Houſes, the Buſineſs of the Nation, 
with Reſpect to Naval Affairs, was very fully done. The 
Lords took Care to correct, or at leaſt to point out, what was 


* This Addreſs of the Lords, was preſented to the Queen, on the 
zth of February, 1704-5. It is, without Queſtion, one of the 
moſt valuable State Papers extant, as it is a noble Inſtance of the 

true Spirit of an Engliſh Parliament. It ſhews, how Enquiries may, 
and ought to be conducted. and how agreeable it is to the Nature of 
our Conſtitution to lay before the Crown, and exhibit to the People 
true Repreſentations of the State of public Affairs, that Men may ſee 
how the Money goes, which is ſaid to be raiſed for their Service, 
and not look upon the Public, as a bad Steward, that receives and 
pays without Account. This, I will be bold to ſay, was the Reaſon 
that this War was carried on ſo much cheaper than our Naval Arma- 
ments have been ever ſince: for, when Enquiries are frequent, Frauds 
ſeldom happen; but when theſe are either diſcouraged, made only 
for Form, or turned to ſerve the little Purpoſes of Parties, who un- 
der Colour of diſcovering the Faults of a Miniſtry, mean no more 
than to become Minifters themſelves ; Things muſt go from bad to 


worſe, and a Spirit of plundering infinuate itſelf through all public 
Offices. 5 — 
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amiſs in paſt TranſaRtions ; and the Commons made ample Pro- 
viſion for the thorough Supply of whatever was neceſſary in 
Times to come. Yet in doing all this, ſome ſharp Expreſrions 
eſcaped, eſpecially in the Houſe of Peers, which certainly flowed 
rather from a Zeal to Party, than any Love to Juſtice ; which 
ve ſuch Diſguſt to Sir George Rook, that after all the r 
been paid Fun, he declined any further Command, as 
_— that the Queen might be eaſy, 8 E 
rather than any Opportunities t ven to him of adding 
either to his Reputation — „ 
the Caſe, as far as I have been able to learn; nor can I believe, 
what ſome warm People have ventured to aſſert, 3 
Treaſurer, Gadolphin, procured Sir George to be laid aſide, 
order to rl 
becoming the narrow Spirit of a Party Writer, than the Wiſ⸗ 


dom of that great Lord, or the known Calmneſs and Equani- 


mity of the noble Duke 7. — of this Meaſure, 


however 


h 7 Mr. Hornby, the reputed Author of the * Caveat againſt 
the Whigs, which is now become extreamly ſcarce, gives us the 
following Reflections on the Diſgrace of this great Admiral. In 

1704, ſays he, Sir George Rooke, with a Crew of Cabbin- Boys, 

4 took the almoſt impregnable Fortreſs of Gibraltar, ſo that at the 

& ſame Time, Britiſh Trophies were erected Eaſtward as far as the 

«+ Banks of the Danube, and her Flags were ſeen waving on the 

„Towers of the moſt weſtern Parts of Europe, where Hercules 

<« fixed his ne plus ultra. After this, under great Diſadvantages, both 

„in the Number, Rates and Condition of his Ships, and above all, 
* in the want of Ammunition, he ſo far convinced the French how 

«+ unequal a Match they were for us on the watery Element, that 

o ” they never after ventured to equip another Royal Navy; yet, 

„ how were his Services undervalued by the Faction here | Gibral- 
tar, which was able to defy the Power of Spain, and to baffle and 

* waſte their Army in a fruitleſs Siege, and which is like to con- 
* tinue to future Ages, an Honour to our Arms, and a Safe - guard to 

% our Commerce; was a Place of no Strength or Value, and the 

«© Engagement at Sea was celebrated with Lampoons, inſtead of Con- 

« gratulations. Neither his Actions in this War, nor in the laſt, his 

* Conduct in ſaving our Turkey Fleet, or his Courage in deſtroy ing 

* the French Ships at la Hogue, could prevail with them to allow 

* him any Share of Skill or Bravery ; ſo that he is to wait for 

«* Juſtice from impartial Poſterity, not only in theſe Qualities, but 

« one much more rare in this Age, which he ſhewed in refuſing to 

« aſk a Privy Seal for a Sum of Money remaining in his Hands of 

what had been remitted to him; as he had not waſted it in 

5 % monſtrous 
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however 


brought about, a Sort of 
in the Admiralty. Sir Cloudefley Shovel was 


appointed 
n Comment bs Chief of Du 


Fleet ; Sir obn Leake was appointed Vier- Admiral of the White 
as Sir George Byng was of the Blue ; Sir Thomas 
ilkes, Rear-Adaural _ he 412 745 liam Whetſtone, Eſq; 


8 ngs, Rear-Ad- 
and Promo- 


miral of the Blue. 8 


4 the _ 9 


a Man could do, in a very bad Seaſon, with very indifferent 


Troops. King Philip, however, removed him, and ſent Mar- 
ſhal de Teſſe, a Frenchman, with the Title of Captain General, 
to command in his Place, and at the ſame Time, Baron de 
Pointis was ordered to fail with his Squadron from Cadiz to block 


up the Place by Sea. This being performed, the Spaniards 
made no doubt of their being quickly Maſters of the City ; 


and 


6 monſtrous Bowls of Punch, ſo he ſcorned to enrich himſelf by 


converting the Publick Treaſure to his own Uſe, but juſtly ac- 


counted for it. Theſe Monuments, in ſpite of Envy and Detrac- 
* tion, will remain to his Honour in the Records of Time, and 


* his Memory will live without the Aſſiſtance, or Expence of a lum- 
« piſh Pile of Stones, clamped up againſt the Walls of Weſtminſter- 
« Abby, as was beſtowed to commemorate the Loſs of ſome of her 
= Majeſty* s Ships, and the more valuable Lives of many of her Sub- 
« jets, for want of common Care and Diſcretion.” 


= See the London Gazette, No. 4090. Burchet, Burnet, Oldmix- 
on, Pointer's Chronological Hiſtory. 


— — 
o- 1 = 


1 
| * 
: 
Y 
id | 
' IS 
2 
* 
3 


272 NAVAL HISTORY 


and indeed the Prince of Heſſe found the French General ſo much 
LTI 
ied with 'hings 1 5 paniard had 
1 of t it requiſite to ſend an Expreſs directly to Lin? 
to defire Sir Fobn Leake to come with all imaginable Speed to his 
Aſſiſtance . Sir Thomas Dilkes was in the mean Time arrived 
from England, with five third Rates, and a Body of Troops; 
oy Sir John failed from Liſbon on the 6th 
of March. = ” | 
' - Upon the gth of the ſame Month, he had Sight of Cape 
Cpartell, but not having Light enough to reach the Bay of 
ibraltar, he thought proper to lye by, to prevent his be- 


ing diſcovered from the Spaniſh Shore, intending to ſurprize 


the Enemy early in the Morning ; but, by bad Weather, 

was prevented in making Sail, as ſoon as he intended. A- 
| bout half an Hour paſt five, he was within two Miles of Cape 
Cabretta, when he diſcovered only five Sail making out of the 
Bay, and a Gun fired at them from Europa Point; whereupon, 
_ concluding the Gariſon was ſafe, he gave Chaſe to the Ships, 

which proved to be The Magnanimous of 74 Guns, The Lilly of 
86, The Ardent of 66, The Arrogant of 60, and The Marguis 
of 56. At firſt, they made for the Barbary Shore ; but ſeeing 
our Fleet gained upon them, they ſtood for the Spaniſh Shore; 


At nine o'Clock Sir Thomas Dilkes, on Board her Majeſty's Ship 
Revenge, with The Newcaflle, 22 Expedition, 


and a Dutch Man of War, got within half Gun- ſhot of The 


Arrogant, and after a very little Reſiſtance, ſhe ſtruck, The New- 


ca/ile's Boat getting in firſt on Board her. Before one o'Clock, 
The Ardent, and The Marquis with two Dutch Men of War, 
and The Magnanimous, with The Lilly, ran aſhore a little to the 
Weſtward of Marbella. The former which the Baron de Pointi: 


was on Board of, ran aſhore with ſo much Force, that all her 
Maſts came by the Board as ſoon as ſhe ſtruck upon the Ground, 


and only her Hull, from the Taffril to the Midſhips, remain- 


ed above Water, which the Enemy ſet Fire to in the Night, as 
they did to The Lilly next Morning. After the Engagement was 


over, 


It was the great Misfortune of King Philip, that few of the 
Spaniſh Officers were able to ſerve him effectually; and yet none of 
them could bear the Thoughts of ſerving under French Men. His 
making Marſhal de Teſſe Captain General, gave exceflive Offence, 
inſomuch, that many. of the principal Nobility, and ſome who had 
conſiderable Offices about his Perſon, entered into Intrigues for driving 
him out again. Quincy, Hiſtoire Militaire, p. 441, Memoires de 
la Torres, Lamberti, &c. 
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o Burchet, Burnet, Oldmixon : but all theſe are taken from the 
Account F bliſhed in the Gazette, No. 4116. | 7 


continue this Siege, when they were thoroughly ſenfible it was to no 


purpoſe, proved the Ruin of their Aﬀairs in Spain, at leaſt for that 


Campaign; and if it had not been for the Accident of the Earl of 
Galway a lofing his Arm by a Cannon-Shot, which occaſioned: the 
raiſing the Siege of Badajoz, King Philip in all Probability had been 
driven out of Spain. Memoires de la Torres, Tom. iv. p. 204. 
Quincy, & 4 8 

Vor. III. . 8 


© The Obſtinacy of the two Courts, in obliging their Generals to 
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Y b is gave ſuch 
Blow to the French Privateers, that they ſcarce ventured into the 
Channel - the Year after, n * n 
ward, in of meeting with ſome of our Shi - 
bound from the Baltick . PE. 
We are now to give an Account of the Exploits 
by the Grand Fleet, which was commanded by the 
famous Earl of Peterborough and Adonmouth, and Sir Cloudeſley 
Shovel, as joint Admirals; and the firſt Orders they received, 
were to proceed for the Mediterranean, with the Force then rea- 
ao which amounted to 29 Sail of Line of Battle Ships, beſides 
rigates, Fire-ſhips, Bombs, and other ſmall Craft. On the 


I1th 
| © See the Gazette, No. 4107, Sir George took at this Time the 
PRIVATEERS. Guns, Men. 


Minerve — GC  ) — 92 
Marveilleux ——— — 14 — 85 
Poſtboy — — 10 — 70 
Bonaventure — | — — I0 — 70 


As alſo ſeven French Merchant-Ships, moſt of them richly laden 
from the Weſt- Indies. | | 
» Burchet, Burner, Oldmixon. Sir Cloudeſley Shovel was the Sea- 
man picked out by the oppoſite Party to rival Sir George Rooke, and 
mig ions were raiſed on Account of his being at the Head 
of che grand Fleet. There was likewiſe a good deal of Pains taken to 
equip the Ships he was to command in ſuch a Manner, as that he 
might want nothing abroad; but by his Activity this Year, juſtify 
their Cenſures of what was done the laſt. Ny Yr TOY 
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th of arrived in the River of Liber, where 
Ee nts Ct 
out of he from brought four 
Months 3 of 


Stafford Fairberne, Sir John 
5 Norris, then Captain to Sir 

urch, Admiral Allemonde, Vice-Admiral 
miral Yanderduſſen, and Rear-Admiral De 7 
determined to put to Sea with 48 Ships 4 5 
Dutch, ö Spar tal 
and the Bay of Cadiz, as might beſt prevent the Junction of the 
French Squadron from Toulon and Bre/t . 

Om the 22d of June, ed Shovel, with 
failed for Lisbon; from thence he ſailed to Altea-Ba 
took in his Catholick Majeſty, who preſſed the Earl o 
rough to make an immediate Attempt on the City of 
and the Province of Catalonia ; where he was cople 
were well affected to him. This being agreed to, the Fleet failed 
accordingly to Barcelona on the 12th of Augu/f. After 


e3 


E . 
e 


Dutch ſhould 600 of their Men; which was agreed to; on 

Condition, however, that on the firſt certain Intelligence of the 
French Fleet's being at Sea, both Seamen and Marines ſhould em- 
bark immediately. It was next deliberated in a Council of War, 


as the Winter Seaſon was advancing, it was too late for the Fleet 


to proceed for the Coaſt of Italy: And at the ſame Council of 


War it was determined to return to England the firſt fair Wind 
after the 20th of September i. 5 5 
2 On 


We hank a large Account of this 3 in the Earl of Peterborough's 


Conduct in Spain, written by Doctor Freind, and in the Partial En- 


Aula! into the Management of that War, we have a Copy of the Re · 
utions taken in that very Council. 

© It is very clear from the original Papers which have been printed 
in relation to this Affair, that the Admiral from the Time of his 
coming before Barcelona, to the reducing of that City, did all that 
was in his Power for the Service of King Charles ; 1 


pears 


— — 
— 2 9 


Diſputes, whether che 


Hold and 2502 eg de, he Marine, and that the 


whether the Admiral's Inſtructions, in Regard to the Duke of 
Savoy, ſhould be complyed with or not; and it was reſolyed, that 
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the Price 


ſeern to attribute it, 


er I wil be bold 


pars Ham ths Letters of the Prince of Heſſe to him, that he was the 
0 


n principally depended upon by his Catholick Majeſty, and to 
whom he conſtantly applied when diſtreſſed by his Wants, or vexed 
by the Earl of Peterborough's Humours. It's no lefs clear from the 
ſame Letters that the Earl of Peterborough applied to him in like 
Manner in all his Difficulties, and was conſtantly aſſiſted and relieved ; 


ſio that one may ſafely aſſert, that Sir Cloadeſly Shovel was the Sou! 


of this Expedition, and that without him was, nor indeed, 


be 
k Burchet, Burnet, Oldmixon, Complete Hiſtory of Europe, for 
1705, Life of Queen Anne, * 
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of them to play, with very great Execution, — that Part 


ould ſu inds ; | 
Cn bie there King Gert the Nad, d. Fie 


had. On 
ſolved in a Council of War, that Sir Cloude 
ceed for England with the beſt Part 
Leake, with a ſt Squadron, ſho 
nean; that ſix Ships ſhould be left to a 
rough, two more remain at Gibraltar, and a third and fourth 
Rate be employed in cruizing for the homeward-bound Brazil 
Fleet l. In Purſuance of eats =" 
5 19 8 


im order to convince the Reader of the Truth of what has been 


aſſerted, it may not be amiſs to lay before him Part of a Letter writ- 


ten by Sir Cloudeſley to his Royal Highneſs the Lord High Admiral, 


dated October 12, 1705. Containing an Account of what paſt in the 


laſt Days of this Siege. # 
The 17th, our Battery of thirty Guns was opened, and fourteen 


* of the Wall where the Breach was deſigned; the Earl of Peterbo- 

* rough came aboard, and repreſented to us the great Neceſſity he la- 

% boured under for Want of Money for ſubſiſting the Army, and 
carrying on the Siege of Barcelona, and the Services in Catalonia, 
« and in very prefling Circumſtances, deſired the Aſſiſtance of the 
Fleet; upon which our Flag Officers came to the encloſed Reſolu- 
tion, to lend. the Earl of P h Forty Thouſand Dollars 


e out of the Contingent and ſhort Allowance Money of the Fleet. 


« The 19th, we came to theſe Reſolutions, viz, To remain longer 
% before Barcelona than was agreed on at firſt, to give all the Aſſiſ- 
* tance in our Power, and to lay a Fire ſhip aſhore, with two hun- 
% dred Barrels of Powder ; and a further Demand being made. for 
Guns for the Batteries, we landed fourteen more, which made up 
* in all 72 Guns, whereof 30 were twenty-four Pounders that we 
% landed here, with their Utenſils and Ammunition. We continue to 
* bombard the Town from the Sea, as our ſmall Store of Shells, and 
„ the Weather will permit. The 2oth,. a Demand was made for 


more Shot, and we called together the Engliſh Flag-Officers, and 


came to a Reſolution to ſupply all the Batteries with all the twenty- 
% four and twenty-eight Pound Shot, except a very ſmall Quantity, 
* which was accordingly done. 

„ The 22d, the Prince of Lichenſtein, and the Earl of Peter- 
* borough having deſired, at the Requeſt of his Catholic Majeſty, 
* that the Town of Lerida might, for its Security, be furniſhed with 
** about fifty Barrels of Powder; and a further Supply of Shot being 
« demanded for the Batteries aſhore, it was conſidered at 3 

0 


2 
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19 Ships of the Line, and Part of the Dutch Fleet, paſſed the 
Streights on the 16th of October, and arrived happily at Spithead 
on the 26th of November following, after as glorious a Sea-Cam- 
paign , as either our ſelves or our Allies could expect *. 3 
Ir is but juſt, in ſuch a Hiſtory as this, to mention our Loſſes 
a2 well as our Succeſſes: Among theſe I in ſome Doubt 
whether I to reckon the taking a of our home- 


Burchet or our Gazettes ; 
Writers would not be partial to our Enemies in ſuch 
find myſelf obliged to relate the Fact as it is ſtated by them. I 
Count de St. Paul, after the Death of the famous John Dubart, 
was looked upon as the beſt Seaman in France, 
ed to the Command of-the Dunkirk 
of Monſ. de Pointis. We had a Squadron under the Com- 
mand of Sir Thomas Dilkes, to watch that Port, and another in 
the Soundings ; yet Mr. de St. Paul found Means to get out with 
his Squadron, conſiſting of five Men of War and five Privateers, 
and were joined at Sea by ſeveral other Privateers. On the 2oth 
of October, O. S. they fell in with our Baltick Fleet, and having 
directed Mr. Dubart, with one of the Men of War and the Pri- 
vateers, to ſecure as many of the Engliſh Ships as poſſible, Mr. 
de St. Paul, with the other three Men of War, attacked the Con- 
voy, which made a very gallant Defence, but was at laſt forced to 
yield, and the Count d Iliers, who commanded after the Death 
of Mr. de St. Paul (who was ſhot in the Midſt of the Action 
with a Muſquet Ball) carried our three Men of War, and twelve 
Merchant-ſhips, into Dunkirk. I am extreamly ſurprized not to 
— "oY * ö N 
part with this Fact, 1 muſt remark a very extraordinary Saying o 
Lewis XIV. when the News was brought him at Ver ſailles. "The 


Perſon 


* of War, and we came to the encloſed Reſolutions, viz. To furniſh 

_ « fifty Barrels of Powder for Lerida, and to ſend ſo many more twen- 

« ty-four and eighteen Pound Shot aſhore as would reduce the Engliſh 

5 A. ag Rounds, as likewiſe to be farther Aſſiſtant upon timely 
Notice. | 

* The 23d at Night, our Breach being made, and all Things pre- 

* pared for an Attack, the Town was again ſummoned, and they de- 

« fired to capitulate, and Hoſtages were exchanged; on our Side, 


gadier Stanhope, and on the Enemies, the Marquis de Rivera ; 


« and all Hoſtilities ceaſed.” 
E Burchet, Burnet, Oldmixon, &c. 


— 
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Perſon who told it, thought the King received him very coldly, 
and repeated it therefore pretty loud, that there Engliſh 
Men of War, and twelve Merchant-Men carried into rk 


pet as theſe, that in the Midſt of his 
King always maintained a Succeſſion of 
brave Officers, ever ready to expoſe their Lives in his Service l. 

Ar home we had this Year a ſignal Inſtance of Naval Diſci- 


French in the Channel, after a very flight 
ied by a Court-Martial on Board 41 
of Auguſt, Sir George Byng being Preſident, 

tains to aſſiſt him. It appeared there, that he ſhewed 
Signs of Fear, which intimidated the Men, and that if he had be- 
haved as he ought to have done, the Enemy might have been re- 
pulſed, and the Ship ſaved. He offered ſeveral Things in his De- 


7 


many of the Men 


jeſty in any Capacity, forfeit all the 


a Priſoner for Life u. 
Our Trade eſcaped, generally ſpeaking, better this Year, than 


it had done formerly; for in the Month of November there ar- 


rived ten Eaft- India Ships, that had for ſome Time put into 


S 4 


he | * 

I This I take from a private Letter from Paris, publiſhed in the 
Mercure Hiſtorique, 1705, and it is confirmed likewiſe by Father 
Daniel, and other Hiſtorians. Her Majeſty Queen Anne ſhewed no 
leſs Regard to Merit on a Recommendation from his Catholic Majeſty, 


Captain John Norris (whom I take to be the worthy Sir John Norris, 
now living) having diſtinguiſhed himſelf in an extraordinary Manner 


in the Attack of Fort Montjoic, King Charles III. was-pleaſed to 


write a Letter in his Favour to the Queen, who knighted him, and 


made him a Preſent of a thouſand Guineas. 


m The Evidence againſt this Man was very full and clear, anda 


Reſolution having been taken to preſerve for the future very ſtrict Diſ- 
cipline in the Navy, it was reſolved to make ſuch an Example of him 
as he deſerved : and this it was that induced the Queen to ſuffer this 
Sentence to be put in Execution without any Mitigation, except as to 
his Impriſonment. | 


Ireland: A few Days after there came thirty Meſi-India Men 
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3 
coond Mis, incllige the Marines ; they 
for the Ordinary of the Navy ; 10,000 /. to the Office of Ord- 
mance, for the Works at Portſmouth, and 18,298 /. 17 s. one 
Farthing, for Ordnance Stores and Carriages for da 


0 „ 


» Biſhop Burnet gives a very different Account of our Affairs at Sea 
ia this Year, from thoſe that I have already cited from him, and 
therefore it is but juſt that I ſhould give the Reader this. Ou Af- 
fairs at Sea were more proſperous this Year, than they had been 
e formerly. In the Beginning of this Seaſon, our Cruizers took ſo 
* many of the French Privateers, that we had ſome Thouſands of 
their Seamen in our Hands. We kept ſuch a Squadron before 
% Breſt, that the French Fleet did not think fit to venture out, and 
* their Toulon Squadron had ſuffered ſo much in the Actions of the 
former ry m_ they either could not, or would not 1 
# out: By this Means, our Navigation was ſafe, and our Tra 
828 — 
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8 1 ſo a Supply, the had nothing to 
r Ra. aa 
upon whom it was raiſed, might be ſatified that it was laid ou 
for their Service ; and this produced a Reſolution of equipping a 


numerous Fleet, as early as it was poſſible : But it being found 


to Man the Navy for this Year, the 
ther Civil Magiſtrates, ng 200 OE 


Pe ns, as ſhould be appoi * ty 
ſhould be laid upon ſuch Perſons as ſhould preſume to conceal Sea- 
men. 4. That a Reward be given to ſuch Perſons as ſhould diſcover, 
and take up ſuch hidden Seamen, 5. That Conduct Money be al- 
lowed. 6. That Seamen being turned over from one Ship to ano- 
ther, ſhould receive the Wages due on the former Ship. 7. That 
| able-bodied Land-Men be raiſed for the Sea-Service. To bring theſe 

Reſolutions to Effect, they ordered, that the Committee to whom the 
and Increaſe of Seamen, &c. was commit- 
ted, ſhould have Power to receive a Clauſe or Clauſes purſuant there- 
unto, and to receive a Clauſe for diſcharging ſuch Seamen, and other 
inſdvent Priſoners as were in Priſon for Debt, and delivering them 
into her Majeſty's Service on board the Fleet. Which being paſſed 
into an Act, received the Royal Aſſent on the Nineteenth. The ſame 
Day the Lords addreſſed her Majeſty on the ſame Subject, praying 
her to take it into her Royal Care, and employ proper Perſons to 
conſider of effeftual Means to reſtore the Diſcipline of the Navy, in 
order to be laid before the Parliament the Beginning of the next Seſ- 
fion. Purſuant to which, her Majeſty a few Days after, cauſed a 
r 
the AQ of Parliament abovementioned. 
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ſitting, Sir Edward Whitaker had orders to aſſemble a Squadron 
er NN. which he did 
in inni /, and having ſeen the 
— into 2 by the Mi 
Month 1. 


into the Maize, returned by the Middle of the 


Bzrox z we mention the Proceedings of the Grand Fleet, it 
will be neceſſary to give an Account of the Behaviour of Sir Fohn 
Leake, whom we lately left ſteering his Courſe for the River of 
Liſbon. In that Paſſage he had the Misfortune to meet with 
worſe Weather, and more contrary Winds, than was uſual in 
thoſe Seas, or in that Seaſon *. This unforeſeen Accident, re- 
duced the Engliſh Squadron to ſome Streights for Proviſions ; and 
the Dutch, who are much heavier Sailors, to far greater. How- 
ever, when they were off Cape St. Vincent, they met The Pem- 
broke, Roebuck, and Falcon, which eſcorted a ſmall Fleet of 
 ViQtuallers, that could not have arrived more opportunely, or 
have been conſequently more welcome. On his coming to Li/- 
bon, Sir John Leake had ſome Propoſals made him by the Por- 
tugueze Miniſtry, which were thought altogether impracticable in 
the then Situation of Things, and therefore Sir John waved com- 
plying with them. In the Beginning of the Month of February, 
came Letters from the Admiralty, with Advice of the mighty 
Preparations that were making in the French Ports, and the Re- 
| ſolution that had been taken by the Spaniards to ſend away their 
Galleons directly from Cadiz, under a French Convoy, for the 
ist. Indies; which Sir John was directed to conſider, and, if 
poſſible to prevent; of which mighty Hopes were conceived in 
England, when the News were made public; Sir Fohn being 
| "ta and withal as fortunate an Admiral, as any in the 


Uron | 


4 Burchet, Oldmixon, Compleat Hiſtory of Europe for the Year 

1706, Life of Queen Anne, &c. 5 
r See Doctor Freind's Account of the Earl of Peterborough's Con- 

duct, and the impartial Enquiry into the Managements of the War 
in Spain, as alſo Burchet, Lediard, &c. | op 
This Scheme of ſending ſo great a Fleet into the Weſt-Indies, was 
of the laſt Importance to the Houſe of Bourbon; fince, without a 
Supply of Money, the War could not be carried on in Europe; as, 

on the other Hand, there was little Hope of preſerving the Weſt- 
Indies in a due Dependance upon Spain, without furniſhing them 
from time to time with proper Supplies. If, therefore, we could 
have taken the Galleons at this Time, it is moſt evident, that we 
muſt have diſappointed both their Deſigns, which, as things then 
ood, would in all Probability have obliged King Philip to retire 

| | into 


. ſix Ships 2 
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Upon this „he called a Council of War, on the 
| 1th of February, in which it was reſolved, to directly 
with the Ships then ready, which were nine 3d „one 4th, 


two Frigates, two — and one Bomb-Veſlel, Engliſh ; 
, two Fire-ſhips, and a Bomb- 


Veſſel. Dutch; and with thete, in cafe the Gallecus ware 


Harbour of Cadiz, to enter it directly, if Wind and Weather 
would permit, and either take or deftroy them. On the 19th 
another Council of War was held, before which were laid a 
Memorial of the Portugueze Miniſtry, directed to Mr. Methuen, 
in relation to the — leind Brazil Fleet; and ſtrict In- 
ſtructions from 3 for ſuccouring his Ca- 
tholick Majeſty without Delay. n mature Deliberation, they 
remained fixed to their ae olves, with theſe Additions 
only, that as ſoon as they had executed their intended Deſign 
on the Galleons, they would make ſuch a Detachment as the 
Portugueze defired ; and as ſoon as they were joined with the 
Ships and Tranſports from England at Gibraltar, whither they 
intended to repair, would inſtantly ſteer their Courſe for the 
Coaſt of Catalmia. theſe Reſolutions were formed, and 
the Day fixed for the Departure of our Fleet, Sir Jahn Leake ac- 
Mr. Methuen, then our Ambaſſador at the Court of Por- 
— that it would be neceſſary to lay an Embargo on all Ships 
and Veſſels, that the Enemy might ans no Intelligence of our 
1 and = Mr. Methuen s Application, ſuch an Order 
was granted. But as there is nothing weaker, or at leaſt nothing 
more ſubject to Diſappointment, than human Policy, ſo this 
Point that was thought ſo neceſſary to our Security, proved, by 
an Accident altogether unaccountable, the Ruin of our Deſign. 
_ ohn Leake failed with the Fleet under his Command on the 
of February; but, when he arrived before Fort St. Julian, 
= Duke de Cadaval, who commanded there, diſcharged firſt ſe- 
veral ſingle Guns, and then fired the Cannon of a whole Baſtion 
upon him. This ſurprized the Admiral very much, who ſending 
to know the Reaſon of it, the Duke pretended that it was done 
in Purſuance of the Order 1 as if the Court of Portu- 
gal could poſſibly intend to detain the Fleet of the Allies in their 
Harbour. This Diſpute hindered Sir John's failing, ſomewhat 
more than twenty-four Hours, and in the mean I ime the Portu- 
who doubted whether the Embargo did not extend to the 
Me of the Allies, ſuffered five Merchant-ſhips, two of which 
were Danes, and were ſuppoſed to have Fen Notice of the De- 


ſign, 


into France, at leaſt for the preſent, and perhaps have put it out of 
his Power to return to Spain. 
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107 to go out of the Port the next Day aſter the Embargo was 


On the 27th Sir John Leake reached Cape St. Vincent, where 
he met with an Eafterly Wind, which ſunk ſo about Noon, that 
it Next Morning, however, he lay fair for the 
Galleons, if they come out before the Wind would ſuffer 
him to reach Cadiz. But that Night he received Advice, that 
„ I av op a very hard Gale at Eaft, on the 


ir Eyes of King 
left in the City of Barcelona with a 
: 4 of Peterborough went to con- 
Kingdom of Valentia, which he very happily accom- 
though with a very inconſiderable Force. The French 
and Spaniards in the mean Time were projecting the Deſtruction 
of 


It was very juſtly ſuſpected, that there was more of Treachery 
than of Miſtake, in this odd Affair; and indeed, whoever conſults 
the Hiſtory of the War in Spain, as written under the Direction of 
Lord Galway, will find ſufficient Reaſon to believe, that the French 


bad always a ſtrong Party in the Court of Portugal, who made it 


their Buſineſs to thwart vigorous Meaſures, and to give all the 
Checks poſſible to the Schemes formed by the Allies, for puſhing 
on the War with Vigour, from the Side of Portugal; and this was 
ſometimes ſo bare-faced, that Mr. Methuen was conftrained to threaten 
them into better Behaviour. The Maſters of theſe two Prizes, 
.owned to Sir John Leake, that they had Intelligence at Cadiz, of his 
Defign, and that this induced the Galleons to fail as they did. Now, 
to underſtand this perfectly, it is neceſſary to obſerve, that the Order 
for the Embargo was obtained on the 22d. The two Daniſh Ships 
were permitted to fail on the 23d. Sir John Leake with his Fleet, 
was retarded, as we have related in the Text, on- the Evening of the 
24th, and did not ſail till late on the 25th. 
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of King Charles's Affairs at a Blow ; and it muſt be 
ed, that their Scheme was ſo well laid, that 
untoward Accidents, could have -—_ 
theirs was to ſhut him up in Barcelona, which 
ed to attack by Land and Sea, in the 
March, when they looked upon it as a 
Fleet to have ſuccoured him, as indeed it would 1 

The Care of the Land Army was committed g 
but whether he really wanted Activity in his own Nature, or was 
ſo croſſed in all his Und by the Grandees of Spain, that 
he could do nothing; I ſay, which ever was the Caſe, fo it was, 
that when the Count de louſe was ready to fail with the French 
Fleet from Toulon, the Spaniſh Army was in no Condition to 
form the Siege ; ſo that the whole Month of March was ſpun out 
in Preparations, DI 237 ndbory ga. 
of April » ", This Deſign was very early diſcovered here, 
Advice was ſent of it to Sir Jobn Leake before he failed from 
Liſbon; but it does not appear, that either the Earl of Peterbo- 
rough, or King Charles apprehended this Miſchief in Time, other- 
wiſe the King would have been provided with a better Gariſon, 
and the Place have been put into a Condition of making a greater 
Reſiſtance. After miſſing his Deſign on the Galleons, the Fleet 


under the Command of Si John Leake, repaired to Gibraltar, 


| where he received a Letter from his Catholick Majeſty, entreat- 
ing his immediate Aſſiſtance, in Terms which ſufficiently diſco- 
vered the Diſtreſs — ade. rand 


der *. 
Tur 
This Account Wente 


Hiſtoire Militaire, Tom. v. p. 204. Lamberti, Tom. iv. p. 146. P. 


Daniel. 


x The stile and Contents of King Charles's Letter to Sir John 


Leake, are ſo — that they certainly deſerve the Reader s No- 


tice. 
I the KING. 
6 + Ale Los 


«© am diſpoſed to take upon me this Occaſion to adviſe you the 


66 high Risk this Principality and my Royal Perſon is found in; for 1 


% make no Doubt before To-morrow the Enemy will moleſt us. 


* They have already Blockaded me with a Squadron, 2 * 
« my is now almoſt in Sight of this City, and by their qui 


% have obtained ſome Poſts, which, 17 they 4 1 been pre- 
« vented, would very much have hindered their 


I am reſolved, although I find myſelf with ſuch a ſmall Gariſon 
« (as a Thouſand Men of regular Troops, and ein Forks 
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TR King's Fears were far from being ill founded. M. 7% 
came before the Place with a numerous Army, and the Count de 
Thoulouſe landed Ammunition and Proviſion for an Army of 
£2900 Men for two Months; ſo that it is very evident, the - 

rench did all that could be expected from them by Sea; and if 
their Endeavours had been as well ſeconded on Shore, the Place 
had undoubted] NE, But it ſo ſell out, that the Sieur de 
Lapara, their Principal Engineer, was far enough from being a 
perfect Maſter of his Trade. He made a Miſtake at the Begin- 

which loft him eight or ten Days Time, and before he 
Me a, TI Det 


Þ I hap ber previous to our Account of Sir 
Yoon ake's Proceedings; and having now ſhewn the Errors, 

and Misfortunes of the French and Spaniards before 
Barcelona, we will return to our Fleet, and the ures taken 


for relieving King Charles by raifing the Siege 7. Fe 


« Horſe) not to leave this Place; for, in the preſent ConjunQure, 1 
have conſidered, that my going hence will be the Loſs of the City, 
« and uently of all the other Places which the happy Succeſs 
« of the Campaign hath reduced to my Obedience ; for which 
* Reaſon, it is my Opinion to Risk all, and venture the Caſualties 
« that a Siege is incident to, putting juſt Truſt and Confidence in 
« your known Zeal towards the great forwarding the common Cauſe, 
« making no Doubt, how much you have contributed towards the 
« Succour's Forwardneſs. I hope in a few Days you will appear be- 
fore this Place, where your known Valour and Activity may meet 
« with a glorious Succeſs, for which I —_ again congrats you the 
* Credit of my Royal Gratitude. 


* * Given at Barcelona, the if of March, 1706, 7 e® 
«I the KING. 


„ By Command of the King my Maſter, 
| HIN os GunTes,” 


All the French Hiſtorians agree, that their Deſign on Barcelona 
miſcarried through their own Fault, and, generally ſpeaking, relate 
the whole Affair, as I have done in the Text. But if any Reader of 

a more curious and critical Diſpoſition than ordinary, would ſee a long 
and exact Detail of this Affair, he may be ſatisßed in the admirable 


| Memoirs of M. de Feuquieres, Tom. iv. p. 151. 
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On the 3d of April, Commodore Price, with ſix Engliſh and 
as many more Dutch Men of War, joined Sir John Leake, who, 
in a Council of War held on the 6th, reſolved, in Obedience to 
King Charles's Letter, to fail immediately to Barcelona. In Pur- 
ſuance of this Reſolution, he arrived on the 18th in Altea-Bay, 
and the next Day had Intelligence, that Sir George Byng, with a 
Squadron from England, was coming up, three Days after they 
were joined by Commodore Walter, with his Squadron, as they 

had been the Day before by Sir George Byng ; and then it was de- 
termined to fail North of Majorca, and that each Ship ſhould 
make the beſt of her Way without aying for the reſt. Upon 
the 26th the Earl of Peterborough came off from Terragona, with 
a Squadron of Barks, having 1400 Land Forces on Board, and 
when he came to the Fleet, hoifted the Union-Flag on Board The 
Prince George, as Admiral and Commander in Chief. His Excel- 
lency found that the Councils of War had rejected his Propoſals, 
and indeed their rejecting them ſaved the Place; ſince before his 
Arrival, Sir George Byng, Sir John Jennings, and Admiral Jaſ- 
ſenaer, had anchored in the Road of Barcelona, and by the Con- 
trivance of Sir George Byng, a conſiderable Body of 'T roops had 
been thrown into the Town =. On the 27th in the Afternoon, 
the whole Fleet arrived in the Harbour of Barcelona, without meet- 
ing with the leaſt Oppoſition ; for the Count de Thoulouſe having 
received an exact Account of the Naval Force of the Allies 
thought fit to ſail away with the French Fleet to Toulon; whi 
obliged the Land Army (as we ſhall hereafter ſee) to raiſe the Siege 
with great Precipitation. This Relief appeared the more ſurpriz- 
ing, and muſt have been conſequently the more grateful to King 
Charles, and all his faithful Subjects, fince it prevented their De- 
ſtruction but by a few Hours, the Enemy having made all the 
neceſſary Diſpoſitions for ſtorming the Place that very Night, when, 
conſidering the Weakneſs of the Gariſon, their Succeſs could 
ſcarce be doubted *. „ 5 
Two Days after the Arrival of the Fleet, M. de Teſſi thought 
fit to raiſe the Siege in a very extraordinary Manner, for which 
our own, and the French Hiſtorians, profeſs themſelves equally 


2 All theſe brick and extraordinary Meaſures which appeared by 
the Event fo indiſpenſably neceſſary, were concerted as well as exe - 


| cuted, by our Admirals only; the Earl of Peterborough, though he 


had been conſtantly before of a Sentiment directly different, when he 
ſaw them put in practice, and foreſaw (as he eafily might} their good 
Effects, very judiciouſly approved them. Impartial Inquiry into the 


Management of the War in * 


5 P- 101. | D. Burchet 
Burnet, Oldmixon, Quincy, P. D 


Daniel, Feuquieres, De Larrey, &c. 
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Marſhal ſaw himſelf under the Neceſſity 
dom of Caftile, by a 
lon, then round by the 
conftrained him to leave 


Ay: 
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2. 
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: 
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v The Accounts that I have given of the 
| ken from French Hiſtorians, who are certainly 


is by Sir John Leake's Letter to the Prince's Secreta- 
Ty, * us, was" By May 1, 1706, in which, among other Thin 
be ſays, © The 27th of laſt Month I got to this Place, and in a luck 
« Time to reſcue it from falling into the Enemies Hands, for they ex- 
« peſted to have been ſtormed the next Night. Count de Thoulouſe, 
'« with the Fleet under his Command, which conſiſted of about 28 of 
* the Line, retired the Night before; but if it had pleaſed God, that 
e the Wind had continued that brought Sir George Byng to me, I be- 
„ lieve I ſhould have been able to have given you a much better Ac- 
4 count of his h. This comes by Captain George Delavale, 
« whois ſent by my Lord P „with the King of Spain's, 
„ and his Lordſhip's own Letters to her Majeſty in The Faulcon. which 
„ Ship his Excellency has appointed Mr. Robert Delavale, Brother 
« to Captain Delavale to command”. 


— 
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ſo that, if ever there was a Fact well cſtabliſhed, it is this, that 

Barcelona was relieved by Sir Fohn Leake 4. 
Tux next great Service that was attempted, was the reducing 
Alicant ; and in the Way thither, putting into Altea- Bay, the 
| 5 Admiral 


* A more pregnant Proof of this cannot be had, than from the fol - 
lowing Letter of his Catholick Majeſty, to Sir John Leake, before the 
Relief of Barcelona, indeed ; but which evidently ſhews, that the 
King placed all his Hopes in our Naval Force, and expected from Sir 
John Leake alone, that it ſhould be exerted for his Preſervation. The 
Letter indeed is ſo honourable to the Britiſh Arms, as well as to the very 
worthy Man to whom it is addreſſed, that I thought fit to tranſcribe 
the whole, otherwiſe, the laſt Paragraph might very well have ſerved 

my Purpoſe. En P 
« SIR, es | | 

« It is with no ſmall Satisfaction, that I have been informed, from 
** the Earl of Peterborough's Letters, of your happy Arrival upon 
* the Coaſt of Valencia. I doubt not, but you have heard of tha 
« Loſs of Montjuic, and of the Condition my Town of Barcelona is 
« in, where I was willing to ſuffer myſelf to be beſieged, and to en- 
_ « dure all the Hardſhips and Accidents of War, to encourage both 

4 the Gariſon and my Subjects, by my Preſence, to make a long and 
« vigorous , 3 „ 5 
elt ſeems, by the Enemies Motions, they have already received 

« Notice of your Approach; but, inſtead of thinking to retreat, 
« they have redoubled their Efforts, and fire upon the Breach, which 
« will be in a Condition to be ſtormed after To-morrow at fartheſt ; 
« and in all Appearance, they will make a deſperate Attempt to ren- 
« der themſelves Maſters of this Town before the Fleet can arrive 

« with the Succours. | . 
„ Henceyouwilljudgeof the indiſpenſible Neceſſity there is, that you 
© ſhould do your utmoſt Endeavours to relieve us without Loſs of Time, 
« and bring the Fleet directly hither, together with the Troops, to 
© my Town of Barcelona, without ſtopping or diſembarking the 
* Forces elſewhere (as ſome other Perſons may pretend to direct you) 
« for they can be no where ſo neceſſary as in this Town, which is at 
« the very Point of being loſt for want of Relief. Wherefore I pray 
God to have you in his Holy Protection, and expecting the Plea- 
<« ſure of ſeeing you as ſoon as poſſible, I aſſure you of my perfect 
.« Eſteem and Acknowledgment. _ 1 8 

« CHARLES. 


Barcelona, May 4, N. S. 1706. 
« P. 8. Sir, you will ſee the Condition we are in by our Letters, 

« and I hope you will come as ſoon as poſſible to ſave us, of which 
« you alone ſhall have the Glory. For the reſt, I refer you to Mr. 


« Stanhope's Letter.” | 
Vor. III. T 
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Admiral received Notice, that Carthagena was diſpoſed to ſubmit : 
Upon which Sir Zohn Jennings was ſent thither, who returned on 
the 24th of June, after leaving a Gariſon in the Place. But with 
Reſpect to Alicant, the Governor refuſed to ſurrender, and there- 
fore it was reſolved to beſiege it by Land, while it was attacked 
by the Fleet at Sea. To facilitate this, 800 Seamen were 
landed from - the Fleet, and Sir George Byng, with five Ships, 
anchored in a Line ſo near the Town, that he quickly diſmount- 
ed all the Enemy's Artillery, though the Guns pointing towards 
the Sea, were no fewer than 160. On the 28th in the Morn- 
ing, it was reſolved to attack the Place on all Sides; and with 
this View Sir John Jennings landed the Marines he brought from 
 Carthagena. About nine in the Morning the Ships had made a 
Breach in the round Tower, at the Weſt End of the Town, and 
another on the Middle of the Curtain, between the Mole and the 
Eaſtermoſt Baſtion, when the Land Forces marching up towards 
the Walls of the City, fifteen Grenadiers, with an Officer and Ser- 
jeant, advancing, without Order ſo to do, to the Breach of the 
round Tower, all the Boats under Command of Sir John Jen- 
nings, went directly to ſuſtain them, but before the Men landed, 
the Grenadiers were beaten back. However, the Boats proceed - 
ed, and all. the Men getting aſhore, Captain Evans of The Royal 
Oak, mounted the Breach firſt, got into the Town with two or 
three of the Boats Crews, Captain Paſſenger, of The Royal 
Anne, followed, and next to him Captain Watkins, of The St. 
George, with ſome Seamen. Sir John Jennings with the reſt of 
the Seamen and Forces, who were in Poſſeſſion of the Suburbs, 
Moved on to ſupport them ; who coming into the Town ſecured 
the Poſts, and made proper Diſpoſitions until the reſt got in, 
When - Mahon; retired into the Caſtle, left them in Poſſeſſion, 
with the Loſs of but very few Men ; but Colonel Petit was killed 
in the Suburbs, when ſtanding Arm in Arm with Sir John Fennzngs, 
by a ſmall Shot out of a Window, as they were viewing the Ground 
for raiſing a Battery againſt the Wall of the Town; beſides 
whom there were not above thirty killed either of the Sea or 
Land, and not more than eighty wounded, notwithſtanding the 
Spaniards had a continued Communication from one Houſe to 
another, and fired on our Men from the Windows and Holes 
made for that Purpoſe . 3 


Nxxr 


» HBurchet, Oldmixon, Compleat Hiſtory of Europe for 1706, 
Life of Queen Anne, &. All that I have ſaid, with reſpect to 
the Service performed by the Fleet, is fully confirmed by the Author 

ef the Enquiry into the Management of the War in Spain, who gives 


* 


—_— _— 
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Thus much is certain, that ſoon after the taking of Alicant, King 
Philip's Forces were entirely driven out of Arragon, and that 
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Nexr Day Brigadier Gorge, who commanded the Troops 
before the Place, ſummoned Count Mahoni to ſurrender, which 
he abſolutely refuſed to do ; but the Ships continuing to can- 
nonade very briſkly, and a great Number of Bombs being 
thrown into their Works, the Gariſon, which conſiſted moſtly 
of Neapolitans, the Governor to give up the Place, 
notwithſtanding all his Declarations to the contrary. Brigadier 
Gorge took Polſcffion of it, and was appointed Governor 5. It 
was even then much diſputed whether this Place was of any 
Uſe, and whether the Time and Men loſt before it were not ab- 
ſolutely thrown away. But, be that as it will, the Conduct of 
Sir Jobn Leake, and the Courage of his Officers and Seamen are 
no way impeached thereby; nor does it at all leſſen the Glory of 
this Action, which was one of the boldeſt that ever was per- 
formed by Men, that it was undertaken to little or no Purpoſe b. 


Kingdom reduced to the Obedience of his Competitor. 
AFTER the Reduction of Alicant, Sir Fobn Leake, in the Be- 
ginning of the Month of September, failed to Altea-Bay, from 
whence he ſent Sir Fobn ings with his Squadron, intended 
for the Net · India Service, to refit at Liſbon. He next made 
the neceſſary Diſpoſition for a Winter Squadron, which was to 
be commanded by Sir George Byng, and then proceeded to put in 
Execution his laſt Orders, 9 reduce the — of 

; . | Jvc 


us the following Account of this Tranſaction, p. 138. Brigadier 
Gorge's Troops, which were ſo much wanted in Caſtile, really 
* contributed very little towards the Reduction of Alicant ; for as 
the Fleet, without any Aſſiſtance from the Army, had made them - 
« ſelves Maſters of Carthagena, not long before, by the exemplary 
« Courage and Conduct of Sir George Byng, and Sir John Jennings, 
« ſo now the Squadron, which Sir John Leake had ordered Sir 
* George Byng to command for that Purpoſe, bombarded and can- 
4 nonaded the Town of Alicant with ſo much Succeſs, that in a 
« few Days they made two practicable Breaches in the Wall, be- 
« tween the Eaſt and Weſt Gates, which the Sailors bravely ſtormed ; 
* and Sir George Byng, being in Poſſeſſion of the Place, forced open 
* the Gates to let the Land-Forces in, who having loſt their Engi- 
« neer Petit, were not yet even Maſters of the Suburbs.” s Bur- 


chet, Compleat Hiſtory of Europe, Life of Queen Anne. The 


Truth of this fully appears in a Letter from Brigadier Gorge, to Sir 
John Leake, in which he complains of being left in the midſt of 
Enemies, in ſo diſtreſſed a Condition, that, unleſs Sir John was able 
- relieve him, he declared that he ſhould find him'elf obliged vo 2 

ndon it; | 
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Joyce and Majorca. Theſe Iſlands not only belong to the Crown 
of Spain, but their Situation rendered them very neceſſary at this 
Time to the Allies, as affording them an Opportunity of ſup- 
_ plying the Places they had lately reduced with Proviſions, and ſe- 
curing a proper Retreat for their ſmaller Veſſels, whenever it 
ſhould be found neceſſary to keep a Squadron in thoſe Seas dur- 
Ing the Winter. It does not appear, that the Spaniſh Court had 
taken any Precautions for their Defence, as being entirely occu- 
pied with the Thoughts of preſerving Minorca, which was 
looked upon as the Iſland of greateſt Importance, and therefore 
molt of their regular Troops were there. 1 
On the 6th of September Sir Jobn failed from Altea- Bay, and 
on the gth anchored before Iuyce. This Iſland, which is about 
fourſcore Miles in Circuit, abounds with Corn, Wine, Fruit, 
Salt, and the Inhabitants being a trading People, were rather in- 
clined to ſubmit to the Allies, than to remain under their old 
Government; and therefore on the firſt Summons they ſent De- 
puties to make their Submiſſion, which was readily accepted, 
and King Charles III. proclaimed *. On the 1 3th the Fleet failed 
for Majorca, and arrived on the 14th Palma. This 
_ Iſland, which is one of the fineſt in the World, abounded with 
all the Neceſlaries of Life, well planted and well peopled, and fo 
arge as to be once accounted a Kingdom, was at this Time govern- 
ed by the Conde de Alcudia, who was a Native of the Place. 
He was warmly in the Intereſt of King Philip, and when the 
Admiral ſummoned him, ſent him a Spaniſh Anſwer, That he 
would defend the Iſland as long as there was a Man in it. But 
upon throwing 3 or 4 Bombs into the Place, which did no great 
Miſchief, the Inhabitants roſe and forced the Viceroy to ſurrender. 
— Io es, however, m_—_— 2 not r 5 * 
ing a very prudent itulation. Sir 7ohn 
2 4 Gariſon in Row Pls. and two Men of War to 
carry off the Conde, and ſuch other of the Inhabitants as were 
diſaffected to King Charles; and on the 23d of the fame Month 
he proſecuted his Voyage for England. Before his Departure, 
| he received a Letter from his Catholick Majeſty, who very 
gratefully acknowledged the Services he had done him, and ex- 
preſſed the higheſt Satisfaction as to his Conduct on all Occaſions. 
On the 2d of October Sir 2 paſſed the Streights, and on the 
4th, when he was off the South Cape, detached Sir George Byng, 
with the Winter- Squadron, for Liſbon. On the 17th he wn 
"P 


+ Burchet, Compleat Hiſtory of Europe, 1706. Life of Queen 
Anne. * Burchet, Oldmixon, Compleat Hiſtory of Europe, 
Annals of Queen Anne, Life of Queen Anne, &c. 
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ſafe at St. Helen's, having been { in a Storm from the 
reſt of the Fleet, which came ſoon after into Portſmouth. And 
thus ended as ſucceſsful a Sea-Campaign as is recorded in our 
own, or perhaps in any other Hiſtory l. 

SIR Stafford 3 then Vice Admiral of the Red, was 
appointed, with a ſmall Squadron to look into the Mouth of the 
River Charent, with Orders alſo to deſtroy ſuch Ships as the 

Enemy might have at Rechfort. He failed for this Purpoſe in 
the latter End of the TR of April, and after continuing at 
Sea about three Weeks, he returned to Plymouth with a few 
Prizes. Soon after he received Orders to fail for the Downs, 
from whence he was quickly ordered over to Flanders, to aſſiſt 
in taking Offend. Arriving before that Place, he ſtood in 
ſo near the Town, that they fired upon him, which he re- 
tarned; but was ſoon after ordered to Newport, from whence, 
after the Blockade of that Place was formed, be came 
back to Offend. A Scheme had been formed by ſome of the 
Land-Officers for deſtroying the little Veſſels belonging to that 
Port ; but, when it came to be executed, this was found im- 
or nar The Entrance of the Harbour being long, narrow, 
and crooked, whatever Veſſel or Ship attempted to go in, would 

be much expoſed to the Platform of Gas ; ſo that Ss ſeemed 
but little Hopes 1 any thing againſt the Ships by Sea 
which lay all in a Clufter cloſe to the Key, on the Backſide of 
the Town ; but there were Letters in the p which inſinua- 
ted, that as ſoon as the Trenches were opened, the Batteries 
: raiſed, and ſome Bombs thrown into the Place, the Spaniards in 
Gariſon, aſſiſted by the Seamen and Burghers, would oblige the 
French Gariſon to yield u. 

O the 19th of June the Trenches were opened before the 

Place, and Sir Stafford Fairborne, with his Squadron cannonaded 
it by Sea, and at the ſame Time two Bomb-Veſlels were ſent as 
near as might be, and did great Execution. Sir Stafford, like- 
wiſe cauſed all the ſmall Frigates to run in as near the Town as 
poſſible, and to diſcharge their Broadſides; which they did with 
ſo little Damage to themſelves, and ſo great Hurt to the Place, 
that the om began to mutiny, and the Governor found him- 
ſelf (as he pretended) under a Neceflity of capitulating, which 
= * 25th. And thus the City of Offend, which had 
Ty formerly 

1 See the London Gazette, No. 4272, in which there is a large 
Account of the Capitulation with the Vice-Roy of Majorca, which 
ſhews, that Sir John Leake was a very able Man in the Cloſet, as 
well as the Field, and knew how to treat, as well as how to act in a 
rougher Manner. n Burchet, Lediard, Compleat Hiſtory of Er- 
rope, Life of Queen Anne, Mercure Hiſtorique, &c. 
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held out ſo many Months, was taken in a Week; 
though, beſides the Spaniſh Gariſon, Count de la Mathe was 
there with a conſiderable Body of French Troops, which be un- 
dertook ſhould not ſerve again in fix Months; and, as one of 
their own Writers pleaſantly ſays, It had been very happy for 
France if he had undertaken never to ſerve again. After the 

Surrender of Oftend, Sir —_— Fairborne returned to Spit- 
bead, to affiſt in convoying a y of Troops that, were intended 


for a Deſcent *. 5 
Bron we ſpeak of the Proceedings of the Grand Fleet un- 
der Sir Cloudeſſey Shovel, it will be requiſite to ſay ſomething of 
the intended which we have juſt mentioned : This was 
a Deſign framed upon the Repreſentition of ſome French Hu- 
guenots; r os ons who was 
afterwards N to aſſaſfinate the Queen. The 
22 or this Service conſiſted of very near 
10, ooo Men. They were to be commanded in Chief by the 
rr Lieutenant Generals Earle and 
de Guiſcard : The Earl of Eſſex and Lord 
to the Earl of Peterborough, were to ſerve in 
Major-Generals. Os 6 oak of on the Fleet under the 
Command of Sir Cloudeſſey Shovel, failed St. Helen's ; — 
not ed time enough by the Dutch, this prov 
rr was pr By to 
DH theſe Forces on Board, and that they ſhould be em- 
in the Service of his Catholick Maj 
T does not appear, that, after their Diſappointment in this 
8 ing a Deſcent on France, the came to any 
| Reſolution as to the Employment of the Grand Fleet, or of the 
Land-Forces on. Board it; it ſeems as if all Things had been 
truſted to the Wiſdom of the Admiral, Sir Cloudefley Shovel, + 
and of the General. The Fleet was extreamly late before it ſail- 
ed for the Mediterranean, viz. the 6th of September, and bor 


this 


us this Siege of Oftend, the Duke of Marlborough gave Signal 
| Proofs of his perſonal Courage; for coming to Make a Vii to l. 
d' Auverquerque, he went into the Trenches, where he ſtaid a conſi- 
derable Time, and examined every Thing very attentively, though | 

the Enemy who had ſlackened their Fire before, renewed it with ex- 
ceflive Violence, as ſoon as they knew, by the Salute of the Fleet, 
that his Grace was come to the Camp. In doing this, contrary to 
his uſual Cuſtom, he ſhewed, that when he was more careful of 
his Perſon, it was out of Reſpect to the Service, and not for any 
want of that Temper of Mind which commonly paſſes for Heroiſm. 


* Burchet, : 
hu, - Dane, Okmixon, Mercure Fila ge Annals of Queen 


Mordaunt, eldeſt — | 
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in the Soundings on the roth of the fame Month, The Barfleur, 
a ſecond Rate, ſprung a dangerous Leak, which obliged the Ad- 
miral to fend her home, and to take the Earl Rivers, and his 
principal Officers, into his own Ship The Aſſociation. Proceeding 
in their Voyage, they met with exceeding bad Weather, inſomuch, 
that when the Admiral arrived in the River of Liſbon, he had 
with him but four Men of War, and fifty Tranſports ; but he 
had the good Luck to find the reſt of the Fleet arrived before 
him, ſo that he began immediately to prepare for Action, and ſent 
two Ships of Sir George Byng's Squadron to Alicant, with Money 
and Neceſſaries for the Army, then under the Command of the 
Earl of Galway v. Le ns 
WarLE he was thus employed, he heard, with Regret, 
of the Diſorders that had fallen out in the Spaniſb and in 
our Army. It is very hard to ſay, who was, or who was not, in 
the right ; but this is certain, that in Conſequence of theſe Diſ- 
putes King Charles III. loft his Intereſt among the Spaniards, and 
though he was once Maſter of Madrid, he was forced to quit it 
again, and his Affairs to fall into Confuſion, ſo that the 
Admiral at Liſbon could ſcarce tell what he had to do, or how he 
was to act for his Catholick Majeſty'sService, and therefore thought 
it requiſite to ſend Colonel YYorfley to Valencia, in order to re- 
ceive from the King himſelf and the General, a certain Account of 
their Affairs, and a true State of the Services expected from 
him. While this Gentleman was gone, and before the Admiral 
had it in his Power to take any ſettled Reſolution, the King of 
Portugal died, which threw the Affairs of that Kingdom into 
ſome Confuſion ; and that could not happen without affecting us. 
We before obſerved, that the Portugueze Miniſtry ated in 2 
Manner no way fuitable to the ſtrict Alliance which then ſubſiſ- 
ted between our Court and theirs. But now Things grew worſe 
and worſe ; and whatever Sentiments the new King might be of, 
his Minifters ventured to take ſome ſuch Steps, as were not to be 
| borne with Patience by an Admiral of Sir Cloudeſley Shovel i 
Temper, of which we ſhall give the Reader an Inſtance 9. 5 
v Burchet, Oldmixon, Life of Queen Anne, Compleat Hiſtory of 
Europe for 1706, &c. | > 
| 4 In order to be better informed of the Particulars here mentioned, 
the Reader may conſult our larger Hiſtorians, the Collections of Lam- 
berti, and the Memoirs of the Count de la Torres. The narrow 
Bounds preſcribed to my Work, will not allow me to enter deeply 
into Political Diſquiſitions; for that would draw me beſide my Pur- 
poſe, ſo that whenever I touch upon them, it is only to preſerve the 
| Conne&tion that is neceſſary to render the Accounts I give of Naval 
Affairs eaſily, and fully, underſtood. . 
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| In the Beginning of the Month of December, the Admiral ha- 
ving appointed ſome cruizing Ships to proceed to Sea, as they 


were going out of the Mouth of the River, the Portugueze fired 
firſt, at leaſt threeſcore Shot, at them, to bring them to an An- 
chor, which he perceiving, ſent Orders to our Captains to puſh 
their Way through ; and — did fo, without fo 

much as returning one Shot at the Forts. Court of Portu- 
gal, upon his repreſenting to them this barbarous Uſage, pretend- 
ed, that the Officers of the Fort had done it without Orders, for 
that they were only directed to fire at, and detain, a Genoeſe Ship, 
whoſe Mafter was indebted to the King. But the Admiral bei 

certainly informed, that this very Ship was at the ſame Time lying 


before the Walls of the City of Liſbon, and that the Maſter of | 


her was aſhore — he let them know, in a 
Manner which became a Perſon in his Du tos OO that if 
they offered to attempt any ſuch Thing again ( had done 
| 23 to Sir John Leake, as hath been kk =. he would 
not ſtay for Orders from his Miſtreſs, but take Satisfaction by the 
Mouth of his Cannon. This Declaration of Sir Claude ſley s had 
a very proper Effect; and, though it 0 t not mend the Prin- 
ciples of the Portugueze Miniſtry, it contri greatly, however, 
towards teaching them better Ma £ 3 
Uyon the Return of Colonel Mor ſſey, the Admiral was ap- 
prized, by Letters from the King and the Earl of Galway, that, 
unleſs he could bring the Earl Rivers, and the Forces under his 
Command, and land them ſo as that they might come to their 
Aſſiſtance, Things were likely to fall into as great Confuſion as 
my were in the Winter before, whereby all the Advantages would 
be loſt which had been procured at fo vaſt an Expence, both of 
Blood and Treaſure, by the Maritime Powers. Theſe Advices 
gave the Admiral ſo much the more Concern, as he knew that 
the Ships were ſo much damaged by the rough Weather they had 
met with in their Paſſage, that it was impoflible to fit them ſpee- 
dily for Sea; and that on the other Hand, the Land-Forces. were 
To much reduced by Sickneſs, Death, and other Accidents, that, 
inſtead of ten, there were ſcarce ſix thouſand effective Men. He 
reſolved, however, to do the beſt he could to comply with the 
King and the General's Defire ; the rather becauſe he ſaw that no-+ 
thing but Spirit and Diligence could poſſibly recover thoſe Advan- 
tages, which had been loſt through Diviſions and Neglect of Du- 
ty. He gave Orders, therefore, for repairing, with the utmoſt 
2 8 Diligence 


© Burchet's Naval Hiſtory, p. 729. This was of a Piece with the 
Treatment they gave Sir John Leake, when he intended to have at- 
tempted the Galleons. 
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Diligence, the Miſchief that had been done to his Ships ; ordered 
the Tranſports to be victualled, and made the other neceſſary 
Diſpoſitions for proceeding with both the Fleet and Army for the 
Spaniſb Coaſt, and was on the very Point of embarking the Troops, 
when he was reſtrained by an Order from England, of which we 
bo nag 4p ore 
enſuing Year, to which it properly belongs. 
In the mean Time, Captain William Cony, who commanded 
The Romney, a Ship of fifty Guns, having been diſpatched, as we 
before obſerved, by Sir Cloudeſley Shovel, to cruize in thoſe Seas, 
and being then with The Milford and Fowey, two fifth Rates, 
received on the 12th of December, that a French Ship 
of 16 Guns, with 30 Pieces of fine Braſs Cannon on Board, that 
' had been taken out of the Ship commanded by M. de Pointis, and 
which he had run aſhore when he fled from Sir Jobn Leake, lay 
at Anchor under the Cannon of Malaga, he reſolved to go and 
attempt her; which Deſign he put in Execution, though one of 
the fifth Rates was accidentally diſabled, and the other ſeparated 
from him, and failing directly under the Cannon of the Place, 
cut her from her Anchors, notwithſtanding all the Fire they could 
make, and carried her ſafe to G:braltar. On the 26th of the 
ſame Month he chaſed, and _ with another French Ship, 
called The Content, that carried 64 Guns. The Captain of her, 
inſtead of attempting to fight the Exgliſb Ships, got as ſoon as he 
could under the Cannon of a little Caſtle, about eight Leagues 
Weſt of Almeria, where he crept as cloſe as he could to the 
Shore. Captain Cony anchored before him, and ordered The Mil- 
ford and Fowey to do the fame, the one a- head, the other a-ftern. 
T bey plied their Guns for about three Hours very briſkly, and 
then tize French Ship took Fire, blew up, and deftroyed moſt of 
her Men. This Ship had been detached by M. Villars, to bring 
the before-mentioned Ship from Malaga. Some Time after 
Captain Cony took another French Ship, called The Mercury, 
of 42 Guns, which the French King had lent the Merchants ». 
I ſhould now proceed to reſume the Hiſtory of Affairs in the 
We/t-Indies, but that there remains a remarkable Action or two 
in Europe, which I think deſerve Notice, and therefore I have 
VI cannot pretend to ſay where the Blame lay, as to the Miſcarri- 
ages that happened in Spain, the Reader will perhaps, be beſt able to | 
judge, by comparing Dr. Freind's Account of the Earl of Peterborough's | 
Conduct in Spain, the Earl of Galway's Narrative, and the Impartial = 
Enquiry into the Wars there, which I have ſo often quoted. * Bur- 
chet, Lediard ; but both their Accounts are taken from the London- ] 
Gazette, No. 4298. Mr. Secretary Burchet ſays, this happened | 
| on 
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ſet them down here, in the Cloſe of the Year, by themſelves, 
not finding it ſo eaſy rr 
On the 19th of April, The Reſolution, a ſeventy-Gun Ship, com- 
manded by Captain Mordaunt, you 
er 


ngeſt Son of the Earl of Pe- 
t b, having his Father on Board, and his Catholick Ma- 
jeſty's Envoy to the Duke of Savoy, fell in with fix large Ships 
of the Enemy, in his Paſſage to Genoa ; the Earl of Peterborough 
| perceiving the Danger, deſired that himſelf, and the Spaniſh En- 
voy, might be put on Board a ſmall Frigate, called Enter- 
| prize; for as he took his Buſineſs then to be negotiating, not 
fighting, he was willing to eſcape to Oneg/ia, if it was poſſible, 
which he was fo lucky as to effect. The Milford, a fifth Rate, 
which we have lately mentioned, was likewiſe with Captain Mor- 
daunt, but ſeeing the Danger, ran from it, and eſcaped. On the 
20th the Weather proved very bad, ſo that The Reſolution, was in 
Part diſabled, which gave the Enemy an Opportunity of comi 
up with her; upon which Captain Mordaunt, by Advice of his 
Officers, reſolved to run her aſhore, having received a great deal 
of Damage in the Engagement. About three in the Afternoon 
he effected this, and ran her a-ground in a ſandy Bay, within a 
third of a Cable's Length to the Land, and directly under the 
Cannon of the Caſtle of Ventimiglia, belonging to the Genoeſe, 
who notwithſtanding gave us no Aſſiſtance. About half an Hour 
after Four, Captain Mordaunt, being diſabled by a Shot in his 
Thigh, was carried on ſhore, but would not retire far from his 
Ship ; and about Five the French Commodore manned out all the 
Boats of his Squadron, in order to Board The Reſolution, under 
the Fire of one of their ſeventy-Gun Ships, which plied ours 
warmly all the while; but the Reſolution, even in the Condition 
ſhe was in, gave them ſuch a Reception, as obliged them to re- 
turn to their reſpective Ships. On the 21ſt, about half an Hour 
| paſt ſix in the Morning, one of the Enemy's Ship's of 80 Guns 
weighing her Anchor, brought to under The Reſolution's Stern, 
and about nine o'Clock, a Spring being put under her Cable, ſhe 
lay with her Broadſide towards her, while ſhe at the fame Time 
looked with her Head right into the Shore, ſo that it was not 
poſſible to bring any more Guns to bear upon the French Ship, 
than thoſe of her Stern Chace ; and the others being within IN. 
on the 8th of July; but Mr. Lediard conjectured very rightly, 
that, inſtead of July, it ſhould have been January; and ſo it 
appears by the Account we have of this Tranſaction in the Gazette, 
No. 4304, where the Article is dated from Liſbon, February 9, N. S. 
which is one Proof out of many of the wretched incorrectneſs of this 
Naval Hiſtory, as to Dates, in which one would have expected from 
its Author's Station, remarkable Regularity and Exactneſs. 
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Gun-ſhot, and the Water coming into The Reſolution as 
Captain Mordaunt ſent to his Officers for 
to be done ; and purſuant to their 
them Directions to ſet her immediately on Fire, 


id about eleven o'Clock, after the Men were all put 
by three in the Afternoon ſhe was burnt to the 


fingular Adventure ha 


to the Liſbon Packet-Boat, which was taken by a Dunkirk riva- 


oo fifteen Frenchmen, themſelves 

yg cha wg yrng where the 
r ily found, ſowed up in an Oil- 
ſkin Caſe, and thrown into a Water-Caſk. We ended our laſt. 
Account of Affairs in the eft-Indies with the Return of Admiral 


_— the Fox which gave from Engliſh Sailors an 
ty 


of the Veſſe 


_ Graydon's Squadron from thence : it is now requiſite that we 


ſhould enter into a Detai! of what paſſed in thoſe Parts, from that 


Time to the Cloſe of the Year 1706 *. 


Tax Complaints which had been made in almoſt every Seffion 


of Parliament, of Miſcarriages and Miſdemeanors in the W:/?- 


Indies, engaged the Miniſtry to make Choice of Sir William 


] berſtone to go thither with a 1 of ſeven Men of War, in 
order to ſettle Affairs after the 


vages which they had an Ac- 
count had been committed in thoſe Parts. He failed accordingly 
_ the Trade in the Spring of the Year 1705, and arrived, on 

th of May, ſafely at Jamaica. There he ſoon received 

igence, that a ſtout Squadron was on the Coaft of 
5 iſpaniola, and that ſeveral rich Ships were ſpeedily expected 
from the Coaſt of New Spain. Upon this, he ordered the Squa- 
dron to be put in a Poſture of ſailing as ſoon as poſſible, and hav- 
ing left a ſufficient Convoy for the Protection of the homeward- 


bound Fleet, he failed on the 6th of Fun, for the BE Coaſt 7, 


» Burchet, Lediard, Compleat Hiſtory of Europe for the Year 
2706. 
* London- Gazette, No. 4278. 
7 Burchet, Lediard, Compleat Hiſtory of — for 1706. Mer- 


cure Hiſtorique, &c. 
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Ox the 17th of the ſame Month, being then within ſight of 
Carthagena, he chaſed a Ship, which in the Night ran in among 
the Sambay Keys, where were very uncertain Soundings and Shoal- 
Water, inſomuch, that The Briſtal, a Ship of fifty Guns, came 
on Ground, but was gotten off with little or no Damage; how- 
ever, ſhe came up with the French Ship, and after two Hours 
Diſpute with thoſe that were neareſt to her, ſhe ſubmitted. She 
had 46 Guns mounted, and carried out with her 370 Men; but 
buried all but 150, unleſs it were a few they had put into Prizes. 
She brought 640 Negroes from Guiney, of which 240 died, and 
moſt of the reſt were put on Shore at Martinico, the Ifland of St. 
St. Thomas and Santa Martha, for they had heard that a Squadron 
of Engliſh == in the Ye/t-Indies, The Rear-Admiral ply- 
ing to the d, diſcovered off the River Grande two Sail, 
cloſe in with the Land, one of which being forced on Shore, was 
burnt by her own Men, being a Privateer fitted out at Marti- 
nico, to diſturb our Trade, Coaſt being thus alarmed, and 
no Proſpect of any immediate Service, he returned to Jamaica; 
but appointed three of the beſt Sailors to cruize twenty Days off 
Anigada, in the Windward- Paſſage, for the French in their Re- 
turn home, it being the uſual Time for them to go from Petit 


 Guavas, Port de Paix, and other Places ; but thoſe Ships joined 


again without any Succeſs *, * 


I On his Return to Jamaica, he had Intelligence of a rich Ship 


hound from Carthagena to Port Lewis, and in order to take this, 
he detached The Montague and The Hector, who, though 
miſſed their intended Prize, brought in a French Ship of 24 Guns, 
laden with Sugar, Indigo, and Hides. Towards the latter End 
of the ſame Month, the Rear-Admiral put to Sea, in order to 
cruize off Hiſpaniola, where he met with ſuch a Storm as forced 
him back to Jamaica in a very diſtreſſed Condition. While the 
| Ships, particularly his own, were refitting, The Montague, a 60 
Gun Ship, was ſent to cruize on the Coaſt of Hiſpaniola, where 
they met with two French Ships, one of 48, the other of 36 
Guns, and the Captain bravely engaged them both till he loft 
them in the Night. The next Morning he had fairly fight of 
them again, and would willingly have renewed the Fight, but his 
Officers and Seamen were not in the Humour to fight, and ſo 
the Frenchmen eſcaped. The Captain ( whoſe Name Mr. 
Burcbet hath not thought fit to tranſmit to Poſterity, though for 
what Reaſon I cannot imagine) on his Return to Jamaica, com- 
plained to the Admiral, and brought the whole Affair under the 
1 of a Court -Martial, where it fully appeared, * 
e 


2 Burchet's Naval Hiſtory, p. 699. 
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he had done his Duty to the utmoſt of his Power, and he was 

pon honourably 
as they deſerved, and many of his Seamen puniſhed . The Ad- 
miral in the mean Time, to rectify this Mi as far as he was 
able, ſent two 4th Rates, The Briſtal and The Folkflone, in queſt 
of them ; they fell in with them and their Convoy ; they be- 
haved very gallantly in ſeizing the defenceleſs Merchant-Men : 
But though they had it abſolutely in their Power to have fought 
at leaſt, if not to have taken the Men of War, they let them 
flip through their Hands, with Half the Fleet of Merchant Men ; 
for which ſcandalous Neglect, the ſenior Officer, whoſe Name is 


capable to ſerve at Sea b. I am very ſorry that a more particular 
Detail of theſe Affairs cannot be had, becauſe the Support of 
Hiſtory is the beſtowing juſt Praiſes on worthy Men, and ſetting 
ſuch a Mark of Diſgrace on Men of another Character as they de- 
ſerve. A little after theſe unlucky Accidents, while the Admiral 


was detained, for want of Stores, at Jamaica, The Suffolk, where 
his Flag was flying, by ſome unfortunate Miſtake or other, which 
I think was never accounted for, blew up in the Gun-Room, 


where moſt of the Men were killed, and 70 more in their Ham- 


mocks were ſo burnt, that moſt of them died. When Things 
were once more put in Order, he failed for the Coaſt of Hi/pa- 


niola, and had Thoughts of ftretching over again to the Main, 
with a View to have ſent the Orders of his Catholic Majeſty 
King Charles III. to the Governor of Carthagena : but finding 


this impraQicable, and himſelf much too weak to undertake any | 
Thing againſt the French in thoſe Seas, he returned again to 


Jamaica. 


I do not find in any of the Accounts that I have met with, 


that Sir William Whetſtone was ſo much as ſuſpected of being 
. 5 = wanting 

2 Burchet, Lediard, Compleat Hiſtory of Europe for 1 _ 
d Mr. Oldmixon, who was the Author of the Britiſh Empire in 


America, vol. ii. p. 314. gives us the following Account. The 


Briſtol and Folkſtone, met with ten Sail of Merchant-men, bound 


from Petit Guavas to France, under Convoy of two French Men of 


War, one of four and twenty, and another of thirty Guns, out of 
which, Captain Anderſon, Commodore of the Engliſh, took fix Mer- 
chant-Men, laden with Sugar, Cocoa, Cochineal, and Indigo, and 


brought them to Jamaica. When he arrived, Admiral Whetſtone 


held a Court-Martial, and Captain Anderſon, with the other Officers, 


were condemned to loſe their Commiſſions for not engaging the 
French Men of War. e 


© Burchet, Lediard, &c, 


acquitted ; but his Officers were broke, 


again miſſing in Mr. Burchet's Hiſtory, but which I have Reaſon 
to believe was Anderſon, was tried, broke, and rendered in- 
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wanting in his Duty ; but ſo it was, that through N of our 
Admiralty, and a mercenary Spirit in ſome of our Governors of 
Colonies, and Captains of Men of War, Things were fallen into 
ſuch Diſtraction in the Fe/t-Indies, that we were not either in a 
Condition to hurt the Enemy's Settlements, or able ſo much as to 
defend our own. The Truth ſeems to be, that the great Fleets 
we fitted out every Year for the Mediterranean, the Cruizers that 
upon our own Coaſts, took up ſo many Ships, 
poſſible to ſupply the Demands of the ef- 
The Enemy, on the other Hand, had ſome 

; for after Si 

not 


had the free Uſe of the Ports, ſo ſhe had the 
Naval Force of both Nation? 

Tu driving out the Exgliſb from 
the Point the 


Direction alſo of the 


rench had moſt in View, and having a very exact 
Account of our Condition there, the Governor of St. Domingo, 

NM. Iberville, had Orders to aſſiſt in an Attempt that was to be 
made on St. Chriftopher's. It is, in Truth, a very difficult 
Thing to give a fair Account of this Matter, ſince the French 
magnify it, and ſuch of our Writers as have taken any Notice of 
it, have done all they could to leſſen and diſparage it. The moſt 
_ probable Relation that I have met with amongſt many, ſets the 
Affair in this Light. The Count de Chavagnac, with a ſmall 
Squadron of French Men of War, attacked the Iſland of St. 
 Chriflopher's in the Month of March, where they burnt and 
plundered ſeveral Plantations ; but when they came to attack the 
Caſtle, they were repulſed with Loſs. They would, however, 
Mn " 


4 I do not pretend to give the Reader theſe Reflections as my own, 
| becauſe I am very ſenſible, that they have been made before by other 

Writers. All the Merit that I would aſſume, is, that of introducing 
them properly, and ſo as to prove what it certainly imports us much 
to know, that the French are as vigilant in making the moſt of every 
Advantage, as we are generally backward in uſing ſuch Opportuni- 

ties as our Situation and Naval Force afford ; for I think it may be 
juſtly faid, that never any People had ſo many fine Ships, and ſuch a 
— of brave Seamen, and yet employed them to ſo little Pur- 
**. | 


in all Probability, have carried their Point at laſt, if the Gover- 
nor of Barbadees, on Intelligence of what had happened, had not 
ſent down thither a Sloop, with Intelligence to the Governor, 
that a Squadron from England was coming to his Relief. This 
reaching the Ears of the French, as it was intended it ſhould, they 
embarked in Haſte, after having done a great deal of Miſchief ; 
but nothing comparable to what the French Writers ſay . But 
unluckily for us, before Count Chavagnac failed, Count Iberville 
joined him with his Squadron, ſo that they had now five ſtout 
Men of War, ſome Frigates, and twenty Sloops, with which 
they reſolved to attacked Nevis. They landed in Green Bay in 
the Evening of the 22d of the ſame Month, which was Good- 
Friday; and they puſhed their Succeſs ſo briſkly, that by the 
24th, which was Ea/ter-Sunday, the Inhabitants made a Capitula- 
tion, by which they promiſed to deliver up all their Negroes, and to 
a Number of Priſoners, equal to themſelves, to be ſet at 

i in Europe, in Conſideration of their not being taken off the 
Iſland. Our Gazette ſays, that the French broke theſe Articles, 
by treating them barbarouſly, burning their Houſes and Sugar- 
Works, and other Actions of the like Nature. But other Ac- 
counts ſay, that the Inhabitants could not comply with their Ca- 
pitulation, becauſe the Negroes retired into the Mountains, ſtood 
on their and, when attacked, killed a great Number of 
the French. Upon this the Inhabitants came to a new Agreement 
on the 6th of April, in which they undertook to deliver to the 
French, in leſs than fix Months, 1400 Negroes, or 140,000 
Pieces of Eight; upon which the French retired, carrying off 
with them moſt of the Effects, and a great Number of Negroes, 
but fewer certainly than 7,000 as a French Hiſtorian computes 
them f. A little after this unfortunate Accident, Commodore 
Ker arrived with a conſiderable Force in the Leeward-1/lands, 
and having ſtationed ſeveral Ships according to his Inſtructions, 
he bore away with the reſt for Famaica, which was then thought 
| | yy to 


* Father Daniel, in his Journal of the Reign of Lewis XIV. p. 236, 
computes the Plunder of St. Chriſtopher's, at 3,000,000 of French 
Money, or 150,000 I. of ours; which is, I think, incredible; eſ- 
pecially, if the French retired in ſome kind of Conſternation; and 
that they did, is pretty certain, fince the Count Chavagnac was queſ- 
tioned about it when he returned to France. | 

f Moſt of theſe Particulars I have drawn from a private Letter 
written by a Planter, but ten Days after the laſt Capitulation. The 
inquiſitive Reader may conſult the Gazette, No. 4241. Burchet, 
The Complete Hiſtory of Europe for 1706, and the Britiſh Empire 

in America. | 
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to be in Danger from the Junction of [berville's Squadron with 
that of Ducaſſe®. 

In the mean Time Rear-Admiral Jhetflone failed with a few 
Ships from Jamaica, in hopes of attacking Ducaſſe, before he 
was joined by the Succours he expected. But this Deſign being 
defeated by bad Weather, he returned to Jamaica about the Mid- 
dle of July, and towards the latter End of the ſame Month was 
joined by Commodore Ker, with the Squadron under his Com- 


mand. There being now ſo conſiderable a Force, the Admiral 


was very deſirous that ſomething ſhould be attempted capable of 
blotting out the Memory of paſt Miſtakes, and worthy of the 
Britifh Nation. After mature Deliberation, it was reſolved to 

to Carthagena, where they knew the Galleons were, in 
order to try what Effects King Charles's Letters would produce, 
and whether the Governor might not be wrought upon by our 


| Succeſſes in Europe, to own him for his rightful Sovereign in A. 


merica. With this View Sir William Whetflone and Captain 
Ker failed from Jamaica on the 8th of Auguſt, and on the 18th 
arrived before Carthagena, and ſent in a Pa 
nor. At firſt he trifled a little, and gave evaſive Anſwers ; bur 


| when more cloſely preſſed, he declared roundly, that he knew no 


other Prince than Philip V. and that no other he would obey. 
There were at that Time in the Port 14 Galleons, lying cloſe in 
with the City, and unrigged. The Admiral was for attempting 
to burn them; but the Pilots declared, that any ſuch Deſign 
would be found impracticable, unleſs we were firſt in Poſſeſſion 
of Bocca Chica Caſtle, and the other Forts, and even in that 
Caſe it was very doubtful whether Ships of ſo great a Size as 


| theirs could get in b. Then it was taken into Conſideration 
what further Service might be done, and the Reſult of this was, 


a Reſolution to return to Jamaica; from whence, as ſoon as the 
Trade was ready, the Rear-Admiral was to convoy them home, 


and Commodore Ker to remain behind in order to take upon him 


the Command of the Force left in the YYe/i-Indies. This 
Scheme was immediately put in Execution, and upon their Re- 
turn, Sir William made all poſſible Diſpatch in order to get home 
in Time; and accordingly leaving the Iſland the latter End of Oc- 
tober, he arrived at Plymouth on the 23d of December, 1706, 


with The Suffolk, Briſtol, Reſerve, and Vulcan Fire-ſhip, and a 


Fleet of Merchant-Men under his Convoy, having been long a- 
broad, and performed little, though no Man in the * had 
| | ewn 


1 Hiſtoire de St. Dominigue, vol. iv. p. 21 2. Burchet, Oldmixon. 
> Burchet, Lediard, Britiſh Empire in America. 85 
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ſhewn a greater Spirit of Activity, before his being ſent on this 
Weſt-India Expedition 7 Ts 

HE Squadron, which Commodore Ker brought into the 
Veſi-Indies, conſiſted of ſix Ships of the Line, three Frigates, 
and a Fire-ſhip. With this Force he ſtretched over from Jamai- 
ca to the Coaſt of Hiſpaniola, from thence to the Main, where 
he cruized till the 4th of September ; and then the Winds proving 


Northerly, he returned to Hiſpanicla, on the Coaſt of which 


Iſland he held a Council of War, in order to determine, whether 
it might not be practicable to ſi 
not being well acquainted with\he Entrance into that Port, it was 
reſolved to proceed directly (to Par uavas, and to go to the 
Northward of the Iſland of Guanaua, in order the better to pre- 


vent the Deſign from being diſcovered. On the 13th of Septem- 


ber he detached Captain Boyce, in The Dunkirk Prize, with all 
the Boats in the Squadron manned and armed, with Orders to 


range along the Bays of Leogane and Petit Guavas, in the Night, 

with all imaginable Care and Caution, and ſo to diſpoſe themſelves 
as that they might deſtroy the Enemy's Ships in either of thoſe 
Roads, and be able to return to the Squadron next Morning on a 


Signal given. But how well ſoever this Scheme might be laid, it 


miſcarried through the ill Conduct of ſome of the Officers, who 
running in too near the Shore, alarmed the Inhabitants to ſuch a 


A that any farther Attempt was rendered impracticable . 


Dro this Diſappointment, Commodore Ker returned to Ja- 
maica in order to refit his Veſſels and to repair the Damage he had 
ſuſtained in this unfortunate Expedition. But while he was thus 
employed, he was attacked by a new and greater Evil, occaſioned 
by a Mortality which 1 * among the Seamen, and that to 
ſuch a Degree, as in a Manner diſabled him from any further Ser- 
vice. The Merchants, however, who ſuffered for Want of Ships 
to protect them, loſing Abundance of Sloops, laden with Silver, 
upon the Spaniſb Coaſts, began to complain loudly of the Com- 
modore's Conduct; and even went ſo far, as to ſend home an 
Agent, who had Inſtructions to lay the Matter before the Houſe 
of Commons, where, after a full and fair Examination, this Of- 
ficer's Behaviour received a Cenſure, in Conſequence of which he 
was laid aſide. In the mean Time the Command in the Weſt- 
Indies fell into the Hands of Sir John Fennings, who had been de- 
taxhed for that Purpoſe, with a conſiderable Squadron from the 
; e | | Streigbts. 


i London Gazette, No. 4292. Pointer's Chronological Hiſtory, 
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Streights. But as his Proceedings belong to the ſucceeding Year, 
we muſt refer the Reader to the laſt Volume, for an Account of 


1 „ 


We muſt, before we leave Jamaica, take Notice of a Diſap- 
pointment the Enemy met with in attacking Carolina. The 
French had long had theic Eyes on our Northern Colonies, which 


were then in a very flouriſhing Condition; amongſt other Projects 


that M. [berwille had been furniſhed with, one was the attacking, 
and as far as it ſhould be in his Power, deſtroying the Province of 
Carolina, When therefore he had finiſhed his Deſigns in the 
Leeward-Iſlands, he failed with a Squadron of fix Men of War, 
and ſeveral Tranſports for South Carolina, He made a Deſcent in 
the Neighbourhood of Charles-Town with about 850 Soldiers and 
Seamen, and ſent an Officer to ſummon the Governor to ſurren- 
der the City and Colony to the French King, telling him at the 
fame Time, that he would allow him but an Hour to conſider of 
it. Sir Henry Fabnſan told him, that was much too long a Space, 
for that he did not want half a Minute to reſolve on doing his Du- 
ty, and that therefore he was at Liberty to return, and tell thoſe 
that ſent him, that the Engliſb were not to be frightned with 
Words, for they ſhould ſoon find, that they were able to return 
Blows. Upon this followed an Attack, in which the French met 
with ſo vigorous a Reſiſtance, that they were glad to retreat with 
the Loſs of 300 killed, drowned, or taken; and among the lat- 
ter ten Officers, viz. their Chief Commander at Land, his Lieu- 
tenant, three Captains of Ships, four Lieutenants, and a Maſter, 
who together offered ten Thouſand Pieces of Eight for their Ran- 
ſoms. One of the French Ships having ventured to make a De- 
ſcent at the Diſtance of fix Miles from Charles-Town, the Go- 
vernor ſent a Detachment of Militia to the Aſſiſtanee of the Plan- 
ters, who were ſo lucky as to-make themſelves Maſters of the 
Ship, with all its Crew, which conſiſted of about 140 Men u. 


Tae French had alſo ſome Deſigns upon New York, of which 


we had fo oo —_— in England, that Lord Cornbury, eld- 
eſt Son to the Earl of Clarendon, was ſent over to take upon r* 


II thought it more expedient to take Notice of this Matter here, 
than poſtpone it abſolutely till we come to ſpeak of the Proceedings 
of Parliament in the Year 1707, where we ſhall however be obliggd 
to reſume it, and there the Reader will have a more particular Ac- | 
count of what the Offences were, with which this Gentleman was 
Charged. m Sec The Compleat Hiſtory of Europe for the Year 
1706. p. 548, and the Mercurie Hiſtorique, 1707, vol. i. p. 99- 
Father Daniel takes not the leaſt Notice of the Mattcr, and indeed, 


few or none of the French Hiſtorians have Courage enough to report 
fairly their Defeats, 
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the Government ; and he finding all Things in great Confuſion, 
and the few Fortreſſes in that Country running to Ruin, firſt ob- 
tained from the Aſſembly a conſiderable Supply for that Service, 
and then ordered a general Embargo to be laid, which enabled 


him to employ 1500 Men, in working on their Fortifications ; ſo 


that they were in a very ſhort Time put into a good Poſture of De- 
fence, and all the Views of the Enemy diſappointed on that Side. 


We had not, however, as great Succeſs in bringing home the 


Virginia Fleet, Part of which fell into the Hands of the French 
Privateers, and the reſt were ſeparated by a Storm, which occaſi- 
oned great Apprehenſions and Uneaſineſſes about them; but moſt 
of them, notwithſtanding, arrived at laſt ſafe in the Weſtern 


Ports. The Merchants, however, raiſed loud Complaints againſt 
. the Admiralty, who had now, in a great Meaſure, loſt their In- 


tereſt in the Houſe of Commons ; ſo that whatever Charges were 


| er they had all the Encouragement that could 


„ and the Merchants were left at full Liberty to pro- 


duce their · Witneſſes, and to make out all that they could; which, 
though it afforded no Remedy to theſe Miſchiefs, yet it took the 


Weight off the Miniſtry, and gave the Nation general Satisfaction, 

as all Enquiries, ſtrictly and impartially proſecuted, ever muſt *. 

W are now, according to the Method hitherto purſued in 
this Work, to give the Reader an Account of the Meaſures taken 


for the ſupplying the Service of the ſucceeding Year ; and this, 
the Succeſs attending the War both by Sea and Land, enables us 


to do in a very ſhort Space. The Queen opened the Seſſions on 
the 3d of December, 1706, witha moſt gracious Speech, where- 
in ſhe took Notice of what had been already done, and of the 


Reaſons which obliged her to deſire, that as great Diſpatch as poſ- 


ſible might be given to the Supplies; and how great Weight her 
Majeſty's Recommendation had, will appear from hence, that 


though they amounted to no leſs than 5,893,38 1“. 155. 3d. three 


Farthings, yet they were voted in leſs than a Week; ſo that the 

Queen came on the 2 iſt to the Houſe of Peers, and having ſent 
for the Commons, the Speaker preſented the Bills, and in his 
Speech on that Occaſion, took Notice, That as the glorious 
„Victory obtained by the Duke of Marlborough at Ramillies, 
vas fo ſurprizing, that the Battel was fought before it could be 


e thought the Armies could be in the Field, ſo it was no leſs ſur- 
e prizing, that the Commons had granted Supplies to her Majeſ—- 


« ty before the Enemy could well know that her Parliament was 
CC . @ 55 | ER 

tting *. | 

| | U 3 THis 


 Burchet, Burnet, Oldmixon, Compleat Hiſtory of Europe, Life 


of Queen Anne. © See Chandler's Debates, vol. Iv. p. N. 
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THr1s Care of the Public thus ſhewn, the Houſe went into 
the Conſideration of the ſeveral Expeditions executed within the 
Compaſs of the preceding Year, and after a long Debate, on the 
27th of January, in Relation to the Method of carrying on the 
War in Spain, it was carried on the Queſtion by a Majority of 
250 againſt 150, that the ſeveral Sums of Money, for the extra- 
ordinary Services for the Year 1706, which had been agreed to 
by this Houſe, had been advanced and expended for the Preſerva- 
tion of the Duke of Savoy, for the Intereſt of King Charles III. 
in Spain againſt the common Enemy, and for the Safety and Ho- 

nour of the Nation. Not long after, the Houſe proceeded totake 
into Conſideration the Report from the Committee, to whom the 
Petition of ſeveral Proprietors of Plantations in the Iſland of Ne- 
vis and St. Chriſtopher's in America, and other Merchants trading 
to the ſame, on behalf of themſelves and the other Inhabitants and 
Traders to the ſaid Iſlands, was referred, and the fame being 
read, it was Reſolved, That an humble Addreſs be preſented 

6 to her Majeſty, that ſhe will be pleaſed to appoint ſuch Per- 
& ſons, as her Majeſty ſhall think fit, to enquire into the true 
« State of the Loſſes of the People of the Iflands of Nevis and 
St. Chriſtopher's; in order to lay the ſame before this Houſe 
the next Seſſion of Parliament, to apply what may be conve- 
& nient for the better ſecuring thoſe Iſlands, and ſupplying them 
* with Neceſſaries in Order to a Reſettlement.” The ſaid Ad- 

dreſs being preſented accordingly, her Majeſty was pleaſed to an- 
ſwer, "That ſhe was very well pleaſed to find the Houſe of 
Commons had ſo compaſſionate a Senſe of the Loſſes of her 
4 Subjects in Nevis and St. Chriſtopher's; as alſo with the Con- 

© cern they ſhewed upon this Occaſion for the Plantations which 
« were ſo juſtly entitled to their Care, by the large Returns they 
made to the Public; and her Majeſty would give the neceſſary 
« Orders for what the Houſe had deſired in that Matter.” Ac- 
cordingly her Majeſty was afterwards pleaſed to appoint two Gen- 
_ tlemen, of known Ability and Integrity, to go to the ſaid Iſlands, 
to procure an exact State of the Loſſes of her Subjects there, in 
Order to their being put on ſuch a Footing, as might be beſt for 
the particular Benefit of the Inhabitants, and the general Good of 
theſe Kingdoms ?. 3 f „ 

Tn Houſe having had Notice of the great Declenſion of our 
Intereſt in, and Lrade to Newfoundland, the Marquis of Caer- 

marthen having likewiſe acquainted them, that certain Pirates had 
made à great and dangerous Settlement at Madagaſcar, where 


they 


» Compleat Hiſtory of Europe, Liſe of Queen Anne, Chandler 3 
es. 
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they threatened to erect a kind of thieviſh Republic, little inferior 
to thoſe on the Coaſt of Barbary; and having offered to go him- 
ſelf with a ſmall Squadron to put an End to this Miſchief while 
there was Room left for doing it, the Houſe appointed a Com- 
mittee to take theſe Matters into their Conſideration ; who, after 
having throughly examined them, came to the following Reſolu- 
tions 1. | | 5 

J. THAT a great Number of Pirates have ſettled themſelves 
& in the Ifland of Madagaſcar, from whence they have com- 
* mitted many great Piracies, Robberies, and Depredations, ve- 
& ry ruinous to Trade, and whereby the Lives of many of her 
«< Majeſty's good Subjects have been deſtroyed. x 


« II. THAT an humble Addreſs be preſented to her Majeſty, 


© That ſhe would be graciouſly pleaſed to take into her Royal 
“ Confideration, how the ſaid Pirates may be ſuppreſſed, and 
4c their further Piracies, Robberies, and redations, may be 
t effectually prevented.” Which Reſolutions were on the 8th 
of April agreed to by the Houſe. The ſame Day it was Reſolv- 
ed, „That an humble Addreſs be preſented to her Majeſty, 
<< that ſhe will be graciouſly pleaſed to uſe her Royal Endeavours 
© to recover and preſerve the ancient Poſſeſſions, Trade, and 
% Fiſhery, in Newfoundland.” 3 


Hen Majeſty received theſe Addreſſes very graciouſly, and pro 


miſed that proper Care ſhould be taken with Reſpect to the Mat- 
ters contained in them: And thus ended the Proceedings of this 


Seſſion of Parliament, with which I ſhall conclude the Events of 


this Winter. 


We have now run through the Naval Tranſactions of about 
Eighteen Years, in which ſhort Space there happened ſo many 


Things worthy of Remark, and our Maritime Power encreaſed 
to ſuch a Degree, that it is with no ſmall Difficulty that I have 
been able to bring them into this ſmall Compaſs. But a bare Re- 


lation of Events will very little Benefit ordinary Readers, if they 
are not attended with ſome few Reflections, in Order to point out 
the Advantages and Diſadvantages which befell the Society in Con- 


ſequence of theſe Tranſactions. The two Wars, in which we 


were engaged in Conjunction with the Dutch, as they demon- 


ſtrated on the one Hand our mighty Power at Sea, ſo on the other 


they put us to a mighty Expence. The Houſe of Commons in 


the Year 1702, in a Repreſentation to the Queen, ſay expreſly, 
That from November, 1688, to March the 8th 1701, there had 
been raiſed for the Service of the War, 45,568,725“. 195. 24, 
Halfpenny, an immenſe Sum indeed ! As to the Expences of 


U 3 Queen 
4 Chandlers Debates, vol. iv. p. 67. 
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Queen Annes War, we ſhall take Notice of them when we 
come to the Concluſion of it: At preſent let us obſerve, that one 
National End, with Reſpect to England, was, in this laſt War 
particularly, in a great Meaſure anſwered, I mean the Deſtruc- 
tion of the French Power at Sea; for after the Battel of Malaga, 
we hear no more of their great Fleets; and though by this the 
Number of their Privateers was very much encreaſed, yet the 
Loſſes of our Merchants were far leſs in the latter, than in the 
former Reign, which I think was chiefly owing to a Series of En- 
quiries*conſtantly carried on either in one Houſe of Parliament or 

the other. 5, WES 
Tur 3 oſ our Arms at 2 and the Neceſſity of pro- 
tecting our Trade, joined to the Popularity of every Step taken 
— þ the encreaſing our Maritime * occaſioned ſuch 
Meaſures to be purſued in order thereto, as annually added to its 
Force. The great Storm in 1703, the Misfortunes that ſo many 
Squadrons met with in the Meſi-Indies, our ill Luck in Regard to 
the Dunkirk Privateers, and in ſhort every other untoward Acci- 
dent which fell out within this Period of Time, though it bore 
hard upon private Perſons, and was injurious to our Trade in ge- 
neral, yet it was in the main beneficial to our 39 inaſmuch 
as it gave a Handle for augmenting it, as hing tending 
X. was well received. 2 2 that mighty Diference 
which, at the Cloſe of the Year 1706, appeared in the Royal 
Navy ; which not only in the Number, but the Quality of the 
Ships of which it was compoſed, was greatly ſuperior to what it 
had been from the Time of the Revolution, or even before it. 
The CEconomy and Diſcipline of our Marine, was alſo much 
mended, and thoſe Jealouſies in a great Meaſure worn out, which 
had been very prejudicial to Men of the greateſt Merit, during 
the preceding Reign, as they certainly were in the latter Part of 
this, when they were moſt unfortunately revived. The great En- 
couragement given to the Sailors, by taking the utmoſt Care of 
the Sick and Wounded, exact and ſpeedy paying of Prize-Money, 
and the many extraordinary Orders that from Time to Time 
were iſſued in their Favour, and are ſtill to be met with in our 
Gazettes, from whence ſome of them have been cited in this 
Work, gavea mighty Spirit to our Sailors, and in a Manner ex- 
tinguiſhed that Prejudice which has ſince revived againſt going to 
Sea in a Man of War. Thus, in this Reſpect, whatever we 
might do in others, the Nation certainly throve by the War, that 
is to fay, we grew conſtantly ſtronger, our Fleets more numerous 
and better manned ; ſo that at the Time I conclude this Volume, 
we were much more capable of aſſerting our Claim to the Domi- 
nion of the Sea, than at the Time the War began, —_ 

| - 
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Ix any of my Readers ſhould entertain a Doubt, either as to 
the Truth of the Facts here laid down, or the Solidity of the 
2 I have delivered upon them, I think I need only turn 
him over, for Satisfaction, to foreign Authors; for certainly, if 
concur in Sentiment with me on this Head, there ought to 

be no Diipute about it. But if we dip into any of the French Po- 
litical Writers, we ſhall not fail to find them deploring the viſible 
Decay of their Maritime Power, from the Time of the Battle of 
Malaga, and conſtantly blaming the Adminiſtration, for not bend- 
ing their Thoughts to the Recovery of it ſo much as they ought 
to have done ; which they, generally ſpeaking, aſcribe to the vaſt 
of the War by „which would not, by any Means, 

admit the diverting ſuch Supplies as were neceſſary for the Service 
of the Sea. From theſe Complaints, which are certainly well 
founded, it is manifeſt that, on the one Hand, their Maritime 


Power declined, whilſt ours encreaſed ; and on the other, that 
this Declenſion grew ſo faſt upon them, that their ableſt Mini- 


ſters thought it vain to ſtruggle, and therefore gave up all further 


Concern for their Reputation in this Reſpect in a Fit of Deſpair, 


out of which nothing but our Inactivity or Negligence can reco- 


To this I may add, that as the Gpariſt Naval Power had been 


long decaying, ſo by this War it was totally deſtroyed : They had 
indeed a few 


in the Battle of Malaga, and it may be half 


a Dozen Men of War in the H/i-Indies ; but upon the whole, 
they had ſuch an Occaſion for Ships of Force, and had ſo few of 


them, that the Aſſiſtance given them by the French, contributed 
not a little to the Declenſion of their Marine, as appears by the 


Deſtruction of their Men of War at Vigo, which was a Loſs they 
were never able to repair; and though it be very true, that whilſt 
Spain was governed by a Prince of the Houſe of Auſtria, and 


lived in Amity with us, we were rather bound to encourage and 


protect, than any ways to leſſen or depreſs the Spaniſh Power at 
Sea; yet by the paſting of this Crown into the Houſe of Bourbon, 
our [ntereſt, in this Reſpect, was entirely changed, and the leflens 
ing their Maritime Strength was a comparative Augmentation of 


our own; and this I take to be the principal Reaſon, that through 


the Courſe of the War, France complained ſo much of the Bur- 
den of Spain. For though by the Returns of her Plate-Fleets, 


and letting the French for a Time ſhare in the Trade of the South» 


Seas, ſhe might repair that Loſs of Treaſure, which the maintain- 


ing ſo many Armies for her Service might occaſion, yet the Loſs 
of that Maritime Power, which was now to protect both States, 


was a Loſs that never could be repaired, as Reaſon taught wiſe 
People then, and as we have _ taught by Experience _ 
NOD: * | | IT 
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Ir may, perhaps, be ſaid, that as the Dutch were concerned 
in this War as well as we, as they ſhared jointly in the Dangers 
and Expences of it, ſo they muſt have been equally Gainers in 
Reſpect to their Trade and Maritime Power. But as to this it 
is moſt evident, that the French, according to the Information 
they have received from the moſt intelligent Dutchmen, take the 
Thing to be quite otherwiſe, and argue on it to the Dutch them- 

ſelves, as if it was a Fact out of Diſpute ; from whence they take 
Occafion to alledge, that while the Englifþ made a Pretence of 
ruining the Maritime Power of France, they, in Reality, aimed 
at doing as much for the Dutch, in order to ſecure univerſal 
Trade, and the ſupreme Power of the Sea, to themſelves. How 
far the Fortune of War might put this in our Power, I will not 
ſay, but this I will venture to aſſert, and hope it will be readily 
credited, that ſuch a Thing was never our Intention. The 
ſupplanting Allies, is a Strain of Policy common to the French, 
but, without Pantiality, I may fay, unknown to the Britons. We 
have fought for our Allies, and conquered for our Allies ; nay, 
we have ſometimes paid our Allies for fighting in their own Cauſe, 

and for their own Profit, but to over-reach our Allies, eſpecially 
our good Allies the Dutch, was, I dare fay, never in our Will, 
or in our Power. This Indeed I muſt own, that in the Conduct 

of this laſt War, eſpecially to the Year 1706, we had as much 
the Lead in Councils as ever the Dutch had in the former War; 
for this we paid largely, and, I think, we had a Right to it, if 
we got any Thing by it. I muſt alſo ingenuouſly confeſs, that 
the CEconomy 0f<the,/Dutch greatly hurt their Reputation and 
their Trade. Their Men of War in the Mediterranean were al- 
ways victualled ſhort, and their Convoys were ſo weak and ill 
provided, that for one Ship we loſt, they loſt five, which begat 
a general Notion, that we were ſafer Carriers, which certainly had 
a good Effect. So that, taking all Things together, I doubt 
whether the Credit of the Engliſh Nation abroad, or the Spirits of 
the People at home, were ever higher than at this Period of 
Time. es . 

HENCE it was, that our Trade rather encreaſed than diminiſh- 
ed in this laſt War, and that we gained fo ſignally by our ſtrict 
Intercourſe with Portugal; concerning which J will take the Li- 
berty of running over a few Facts that are not commonly attend- 
ed to. When the War firſt broke out, Portugal was allied to 

the two Crowns ; and with great Difficulty it was that we de- 
tached that Monarch from their Intereſt: but the Means by which 
we detached him, ought not to remain a Secret. In the Treaty 
he concluded with Lewis XIV. and his Grandſon, he had ſtipulat- 
ed that he ſhould be protected by an annual Fleet from Fra 


nce; 


but 
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but when he found that this could not be complyed with, and that 
if he performed his Part of the Agreement, his Coaſt would be 
left open to the Inſults of the Maritime Powers, he ſaw the Ne- 
ceflity of changing his Party, which induced him to make a Trea- 
ty with us in 1703; and when the French Miniſter, M. de Cha- — 
teauneuf, reproached him for thus changing Sides, Don Pedro re- 1 
plied, with great Spirit, „If your had ſent thirty Ships 1 
„ of the Line to cruize between Liſbon and Setubal, I had ne- | 
< yer quitted his Alliance; and therefore I would have you let | 
& him know, that he ought to blame himſelf, not me, for the | 
c Conſequences”. By the Treaty of Commerce concluded with 1 
the ſame Crown by Mr. Methuen, we were prodigious Gainers; and 1 
I will even venture to ſay, that this ſingle Alliance was worth more | 
to us, than all the Nogotiations in the former Reign. The Por- A 
tugueze began to feel the comfortable Effects of the Mines they 4 

had diſcovered in Brazil, and the prodigious Commerce that fol- 
lowed thereupon with us, made their good Luck, in this Reſpect, 


7 in a great Meaſure ours alſo ; and ſo it has been ever ſince, other- | 
'T wiſe I know not how the Expences of the War could have been ' 
'1 borne. For, as Doctor Davenant juſtly computed, the running ll 
| Caſh of this Kingdom, at the Time the Revolution happened, 


* 

could not be above 18, ooo, ooo; at the Acceſſion of the Queen I 
we had not ſo much; but at the Time of concluding the Union A 
it was encreaſed again very conſiderably, which muſt be attributed 1 
in a great Meaſure to our Portugal Trade: And this, as 1 have 1 
made it manifeſt, we owed entirely to our Power at Sea. 4 


As to our Trade with the Spaniſh W:/t- Indies by the Canal 1 

of Cadiz, it was certainly very much interrupted by the War 4 

at the Beginning; but afterwards it was in good Meaſure reſtor- 4 
ed, as well by our direct Correſpondence with Spain, after the 

Reduction of ſeveral Provinces under the Power of King Charles 

III. as thro* Portugal, by whicha very great, though contraband, 

Trade was carried on. We were at the ſame Time very great 

Gainers by our Trade with the Spaniards in the W:/t-Indies, as ij 

I am ſatisfied from ſeveral French Authors, who complain that i 

their Colonies ſuffered much leſs from our Naval Force, than 1 
they did from the Loſs of this Trade; which is ſtrongly confirm- 1 
ed by the Complaints of the Jamaica Merchants againſt Commo- 

dore Ker, who was very neghgent in protecting their Sloop Trade, 
by which they were great Sufferers. The Reaſon they aſſign alſo 
for his Negligence, is yet a ſtronger Proof; for they alledge, 
that he would not grant them Convoys, without ſharing in their 
Profits; and if theſe had not been very conſiderable, they could 0 
never have tempted an Officer of his Rank to run ſuch a a 
Riſque, The ſame Thing may be ſaid of the Complaints of the I 


other 
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other Colonies, which, however juſt in themſelves, yet if they, 
as evident it is they did, grew richer, more populous, and carried 
their Trade farther, then it is ſurely as evident, that the Nation in 
gained conſiderably in this Branch ; to which I may add, 
that the Act for giving a Bounty upon Hemp imported from our 
| Plantations, and other Laws, were ſufficient of the In- 
clination of the Miniſtry to promote Commerce and Navigation 
as far as it lay in their Power. a = 
THERE is another Remark that naturally ariſes upon this Sub- 
je and that is the mighty Spirit which appeared amongſt our 
erchants, and enabled them to carry on all their Schemes with 
ſuch Vigour, as kept a conſtant Circulation of Money through the 
Kingdom, and afforded ſuch mighty Encouragement to all Ma- 
nufactures, as have rendered the Remembrance of thoſe Times 
| | in worſe. Our Succeſſes abroad, our Victories by Land 
and Sea, the ReſpeC paid to us by all the States of Europe, ſerve 
to heighten and ſuſtain this Spirit, which is. at once the Source 
and Soul of Proſperity, and a Nation grows low and lifeleſs, as 
ſoon as it is taken away. There were indeed ſome accidental 
Advantages which attended the latter Part eſpecially of this Period, 
that have not been always viſible in preceding or ſucceeding 
Times. Amongſt theſe I reckon, in the firſt Place, an unfeign- 
ed Loyalty; for it was the Felicity of this Princeſs, that her Per- 
ſon was dear to all her Subjects, even to thoſe who queſtioned her 


Title; and this produced another Advantage, which was a kind 


of Coalition of Parties, of which I rather chuſe to ſay ſomething 
at the End of this Volume, becauſe after the Union, Parties broke 
| looſe again, and threw us, as they will always do, into the utmoſt 
Confuſion. At the Beginning of the War, the Tories were as 
_ heartily for it as the Whigs, and if they grew weary of it by 
„ it muſt be acknowledged, that they might be tempted 
thereto in ſome Reſpects by the ill Uſage they met with. While 
the Duke of Marlborough was eſteemed a T ory, his Services were 
often extenuated, and though the Parliament gave him Thanks, 
there was a Party that denied him Merit. When he and the 
Treaſurer went over to the Whigs, the Scale turned fo ſtrongly 
in their Favour, that none could be employed who were not of 
this Denomination ; and thus Sir George Rooke was laid aſide im- 
mediately after he had gained a Victory, honourable in every 
Reſpect, but moſt honourable in this, that it was wholly owing 
to the Prudence and Conduct of the Admiral. Before the Whigs 
ined this Aſcendancy, and both Parties were embarked in the 
uſe of their Country, their Unanimity produced thoſe Supplics, 
which enabled our Armies and Fleets to act as they did; od 
_ taught 
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taught the moſt haughty and faithleſs of all Powers, that Bounds 
might be ſet to its Force, though not to its Ambition. The laſt 
Advantage I fhall ſpeak of, was the public Spirit of Parliaments 
in the Queen's Reign. If they gave in one Seſſions, they en- 

uired in the next, and it is impoſſible to mention any remarkable 


Expodatcn within e fin Yeu, which was not examined and 
cleared up by ſuch Enquiries ; ſo that the People faw and knew 
what they were doing, which encouraged them to pay chearfully, 
at the ſame Time that it put them upon endeavouring to acquire 


by their Induſtry what might maintain them „ notwith- 
ſtanding theſe large, but neceſſary Expences. 

I is certainly Matter of great Satisfaction to me, and muſt be 
ſo to every Man who wiſhes well to his Country, that after run- 


ning through a Series of ſuch Events, fetting out at firſt with the 
Sight of ſo great a Naval Power as the French King had aſſem- 


bled, while we ſtruggled under many Difficulties ; and when we 
roms that troubleſome War, found ourſelves loaded with a 


too heavy to be ſhaken off in a ſhort Interval of Peace: It 


muſt, I ſay, be a great Satisfaction to be able, at the Cloſe of 
this Volume, to affert, that we had overcome all theſe Difficul- 


ties; and, inſtead of ſeeing the Navy of France riding on our 


Coaſts, ſent every Year a powerful Fleet to infult theirs, ſuperior 


to them, not only in the Ocean, but in the Mediterranean, forc- 


ing them, as it were, entirely out of the Sea ; and this, not by 
the Thunder of our Cannon, but by the diſtant Proſpe& of our 
Flag; as at the raiſing the Siege of Barcelona, when the Son of 


the French King, the famous Count de Thoulonſe, High Admiral 


of France, fled from Sir Jobn Leake, and took Shelter in the 
Harbour of Toulon. e 5 


By this, we not only ſecured our Trade in the Levant, and 


ſtrengthened our Intereſt with all the Italian Princes, but ſtruck 
the States of Barbary with Terror, and even awed the Grand 
Signior himſelf, ſo far as to prevent his liſtening to any Propoſi- 
tions from France. Such were the Fruits of the Increaſe of our 


Naval Power, and of the Manner in which it was employed; 


and, though ſome, through Miſconception of the Advantages 
flowing from this Diſpoſition in thoſe Princes and States; and 


ſome again, from a perverſe Humour, perhaps of objecting againſt 
whatever carried us into a great Expence, inveighed againſt ſend- 


ing ſuch mighty Fleets into thoſe Seas; yet nothing can be plainer, 


than that while we continued this War, ſuch Fleets were neceſ- 


fary ; that they at once protected our Allies, and attached them 
to our Intereſt ; and which is of greater Importance than all the 


reſt, that they eſtabliſhed our Reputation for Maritime Force, ſo 


effectually, 
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effectually, that we feel even at this Day, the 
that Fame which we then acquired. Of what 
e 


Effects of 
* 
of 2 however large, be 
to a Nation like this? ef if we conſider, that the greateſt 
Part of it only ſhifted Hands, 13 it is the peculiar Property 
of Naval Expences, that, though they riſe ever ſo high, they 
can hardly ever impoveriſh, becauſe they are raiſed on one Part 
of the Society, and laid out with the other, and by a natural 
Circulation, muſt certainly very ſoon return into the firſt Hands. 
IT is a further Satisfaction, that we can ſafely ſay, our Trade 
flouriſhed through the Courſe of the War, and our Merchants 
| were ſo loyal to the Queen, and ſo well affected to her Govern- 
ment, that upon every Occaſion they were ready to credit the 
Adminiſtration with the beſt Part of that immenſe Wealth that 
had been raiſed under their Protection. Theſe were glorious 
Times indeed, if Riches, Victory, and Honour, can render a 
Nation glorious, and for all theſe mighty Adv we ſtood in- 
_ debted to rr 3 
Probity of her Miniſters, the heroic Courage _— 

Spirit of the Officers ſhe em _ be Let 10 and abo 

all to the ſincere Union of es amongſt us, X of 
private Advantages, and a ſteady Concern for the Safety, Re- 
putation, and future Proſperity bf this Nation. May the Re- 
membrance and Example of theſe Virtues, have ad Effect, 
even upon this 2 Age! Let us reſolve to imitate our 
Anceſtors, or let us not reflet Diſhonour on their Reputation, 
by * ourſelves their OT: 


The END of the Tump Votums. 
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Aylmer, Matthews, Eſq; how promoted and by whom. 62 

—— Is ſent into the Mediterranean, and for what. 163 

| =—— Proves ſucceſsful. . 
ANTRY-BAY, an FAA there between the French and 
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tains, and ſoon after dies. 328 
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tions thereupon. 56 
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r 46 
—— Is killed in an Engagement with the French, and dies like « 


Man of Honour. 50 
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———- Whther bound. | 
—— [ts Number of Ships in 1691; its ſeveral 123 ad by | 


whom commanded. 


Is Force at the Deſcent on Normandy. 80 
—fbeir r 5 
—— Form a Scheme for ſt ing the Smyrna Fleet. bs 
—— Form a Project in 1056. of inv England, and reſtoring 
1 
—— Sail for Dunkirk, and with what Force ik 
—— The Invaſion however rendered impracticable, and by what 
Means. 111 
Fleet, 1 the Eagle and Dutch deeply concerned thereio; and 
_ how 40 
— Arrives afe i in Linſale Harbour. ib. 
—— Is taken care of afterwards, and by whom. 40 
s taken in Part, and by whom. 70 
Fleet, Firginia,Part of it falls into the Hands of French Privateers. 307 


Fire-Ship, 2 Deſcription of a very extraordinary one, and its Ef- 
fects. 75. and in the Votes. 
France, her Naval power but weak under Ricbe lieu, and contemned by 
Cromwell. 8 
—— The prodigious Growth of it afterwards, and by what ay 

4 
— 'The general Alliance formed againſt it, in 1701, juſt and 


right. 179 
— Scheme for making a Deſcent upon it, by whom formed. 


294 

——— But proves abortive. ib, 
Francis, Cape St. the Ruin of the French hed there attempted, 
and by - = I 29 
— The Works there blown up, and the Place abandoned. ib. 
French embark a great Supply for Ireland. | 21 
—— How better able to fit out a greater Fleet, and with more Ex- 
than the Exgliſb. ib. in the Notes 

—— A ſhort View of the Loſs ſuſtained i in their Navy from the Year 
1688, to 1697. 154 in the Notes. 
Friends Adventure, The, taken by a French Privateer, and how = 

fully recovered. 
Fog, a very remarkable one. 24 i 
— Laſts for thirty rr and the ill . n 7 


INDEX. 


Fogg, Captain, is tried by a Court-Martial at Pert. kal, and for 
what. 226 
— His Defence, not ſatisfactory, and his Suſpenſion thereupon. ib. 
Fourbin, Chevalier, who, and how taken Priſoner. I 5 
— But eſcapes, is rewarded, for what, and by whom, ib. 
— His Memoirs ſuſpected, and Why. ißb. in the Notes. 
G. 


4 ALLEONS, their Riches immenſe, and what. | I 


44 
Put into V ige, under the Convoy of a French Squadron. 210 


Gibraltar, a vigorous Attempt propoſed to be made on it, by whom, 
and why. 


254 
—— Is cannonaded accordingly. — 5 
Soon after, upon Capitulation, the Town is ſurrendered, and 
to whom. ib. 
Is ſdeſieged by the French. 265 
But relieved by Sir Jobn Leak, with good Succeſs, and what. 266 
he Siege diſcontinued, and why. 3 


7 
— The in Effefts of that obſtinate Siege to Spain. ib. in the thus 
 Goeree, Iſiand of, in Guinea, ſurrenders, and to whom, and on what 
Terms. 126 
Gorge, Brigadier, ſummons the Governor of Alicant to ſurrender. 291 
After a vigorous Reſiſtance, takes Poſſeſhon, and is made Go- 


 verno:r himſelf. ib. 

| Graftes, Duke of, dies of his Wounds, in the Attack made upon 
Corte. 34 
 Grazeille buindeodes, by hs, and when. 102 
An Engagement near it, and the Succeſs thereof, wher LT: H 
es” Admiral, ſent to the Veſt Indies, and for what. 243 
His Conduct cenſured. 244 


But cleared by the Judgment of the Admiralty Board. ib. 
— The Admiralty blamed for ſuch Juſtification, and by whom. 

iz. in the Notes. 
Os Conduct enquired i into by the Houſe of Lords. 2246 
Upon their Addreſs to the Queen, he is laid aſide, and loaded 
with Reproaches, though undeſerved. "op 
Groy, Iſland, by whom attacked, and the Succeſs therein what. 114 


Guardelupc, an Expedition undertaken to it, by whom, and with what 
Succeſs. | 


| 242 
Suu, Petit, how taken, and by whom. 1 
| 8 engaged in a Deſign to aſſaſſinate the Queen. . 
H. 


AGUE, the Grand Alliance, when figned there, and by whom. 
I 78 
- Helens, St. a ſhort View of the Exgliſs and Dutch Lines of Battle, as 

they ſtood there in 1693. 64 


Herbert, Admiral, fails for C orke in 1 689, with but a ſmall F orce, 
and what. 


— From thence for Breft, and why. | Af 5 
— Aterwar 


INDEX. 


— Afterwards diſcovers the French Fleet in Bantry Bay. 9 
KReſolves to attack it. ih. 
— Engages it accordingly. 10 
—— Returns to Exgland, and tho' not very ſuceſsful, is promoted, 
and why. . 11 & ſeg. 
— Sets fail again for Torbay, in Junction with the Dutch, _ 
cruizes on the Coaſt of France. © 


Heſſe, Prince of, forms a Scheme for attacking Fort Mountjuick. 276 
— — Puts it in Execution, and is killed there, | ib. 
Hiſpaniola, Attempts propoſed to drive the French from thence ; but 
laid afide, and why. - oo - 
Heat, a Deſcent upon it, and the Succeſs attending i it, what, 114 
Hodick, a Deſcent upon it, and the Succeſs attending it, what. ib. 
Hapſen, Admiral, not only Knighted by the Queen, but has an _ 
Penſion allowed him, and for what. „ 
———- Is examined, however, before the Houſe of Lords, and for 


what. ib. 
* Captain, intended to be tried by a Court Martial, at Port- 
al. 225 
—— But died before his Trial came on. ib. 
ay . 
rACOBIT ES of Diſtinction ſeized, and why. 28 
Jamaica, frequent Deſcents upon it by the French, and the bad 
| Conſequences of them. 126 
s briſkly attacked, and with good Succeſs. 127 
* of England, lands in Ireland with a great proſpect of 
Su 13 
— The State of his Affairs there. | | ib. 
—— - Reſolves to make himſelf Maſter of London dry; and — 
| ng. IDs 
—— Lays Siege to the former, and why. 12 
s kept from having any Intercourſe with the 1 and by 
whom 3 


—— [Is well known by the Sea-Officers, and why. 44 

Berwille, Mr. makes a Deſcent on the Neighbourhood of Charles- 
Town, in South-Carolina, with a conſiderable Force, and what. 306 

 —— Summons the Governor to ſurrender to the French King, but is 


_ refuſed. ib. 
— An Attack conſequent thereupon. 5 ib. 
—— s obliged to retreat with a conſiderable Lok, and what. . 
Inch, what, and by whom poſſeſſed. 13 
Inneftilling, holds out againit King James. 12 
Infernalt, what ſo called, and who the Inventor of them. 88 
| Invaſion of Suſſex, by whom intended, and the Preparations made for 
--M. 45 & ſeg. 


— How diſcovered, and by whom, and the Orders ede 
thereupon, 


X 3 Jaa 5 


INDEX. 
Fobn's, St. in Newfoundland, a particular Account of the Council of 
' War held there, in July, 1697 ; their Conduct examined into by the 
Houſe of Commons, and the Reſolutions thereupon. 147 & ſeq. 

in the Notes. 
 Jolliffe, Captain, his extraordinary Courage and Conduct. 107 
—— Is rewarded accordingly, and by whom. ib. 
Jvyce, a Spaniſß Iſland, its Situation renders i it neceſſary for the Allies, 
and why. 292 
— No Precautions taken by the Spaniards, for the Defence of it, 


and why. ib. 
ss Circumference and Product, what. ib. 
— 1 Inhabitants readily _ to King Charles UI. ib. 


ER, Commodore, bis Force in the Ws ft-Indies, what. Z 
— His Attempt on Petit Guavas unſucceſsful, and why. 
— His Conduct cenſured, by whom, and why. 


Is examined before the Houſe of Commons, and, in Conſe. 


quence of his Trial, laid aſide. by 
Kidd, the Pyrate, his Hiſtory. 165 
—— Is pat into Commiſſion, and by whom. 166 
— Sails for New-York. 5 . 
— His Tranſactions there. | ib. & ſeg. 
— Returns to Bofon in New-England. --..- os 
 ——— Is ſeized there, and by whom, 9 
Is aſterwards conveyed to England. ib. 


A ſent for to the Bar of the Houſe of Commons. 169 in the Notes. 
— His Deportment there very mean. ib. 
— Is afterwards tried at the O/d-Baily for Piracy ; is convicted, 
and with ſeveral of his Companions executed accordingly. 172 
Killegrew, Vice-Admiral, attends the Motions of the Toulon Squa- 


dron, but meets with great Difficulties, and why. 18 
——— them Chace i in the Bay of Tetuan, — at laſt deſiſts and 
6 I 
— —_——k ww 0D reaches it, and when. x. 
——— Sets fail for England, and arrives at Plymouth. Ds 
—— Receives Advice that the French Fleet had obliged the Eagle to 
retreat, and where the former were ſtationed. 15. 


—— Calls a Council thereon, and proceeds to Hamoxe, and why. ib. 


s appointed to execute the Office of Admiral in 3 
with Sir Rab Delaval and Sir Cloudefley Shovel. 


Killegrew, James, Capt. is ſhot, and honourably interred at Maſſina. 96 
—— His remarkable Behaviour towards the Enemy, whilſt at their 


Devotions. ib. in the Notes. 
Kirhy, Captain, is tried by a Court- Martial at Port- Royal. 225 
— the Accuſations againſt him are proved, and he is ſentenced to 

be ſhot accordingly. ib. 

rie, General, makes himſelf Maſter of the Inch, 13 
—— And of Waterford. 31 
= And ſoon after of Duacarzen Calle * 


LAPARA, 


INDEX. 


L. 
APARA, Sieur de, though principal Frecab Engineer at the Si 

| of Barcelona, no 2 m—— * 235 
—— Is ſhot, and the Conſequence of his Death, what. ib. 
Lazarus,: St. its Fort taken, when, and by whom. 13 
the Town ſurrendered ſoon after on Terms. 12 
Leake, Sir John, his Services in the Mediterranean, what. 

-—— Propoſals made him by the Portugueze Miniſtry, but rj 


and why. 
— Ms adviſed from the Admiralty of the Reſolutions of the 22 
niaral, to ſail with their Ga/leons to the Weſt- Indies, and ordered, 


i poſlible, to prevent it. ib. 
—— Calls a Council 2 and the Reſolutions then taken. 283 
— His Force at that Time. ib. 
—— Arrives before St. Julian. - 
—— [s unexpectedly fired upon, and why. ” 8 
— ——= the Gallons, but to no Purpoſe. — 'Y 


irs afterwards to Gibraltar, and there receives a Letter 
ing Charles III. | 285 
—— — 2 Contents of it. ib. in the Notes. 
—— Sails immediately for Barcelona. | 287 
—— Relieves the Place, and rhe the Honour of it upon himſelf and 
his Officers. 288 
— His Letter to the Prince's! . ib, & Jeg. in the Notes. 
——— Receives another Letter of Gratitude and Thanks for his ſignal 
Services from King Charles III. 442 
Legg, George, Baron of Dartmouth, &c. ſome Memoirs of him. 1 84 
Lewis XIV. contemns the Confederate Alliance ; declares War with 
KD and ſends King James into Ireland with a Naval Fees, and 
what, 8 
—— 1s vain in the Maintenance of his Naval Force, and why. 39 
—— Concerts with the Erg/i/6 Malecontents an Invaſion on the Coaſt 
of Suſſex. 45 
—_ Gives poſitive Orders for the Engagement at La Hogue, and 
why. 5 2 
—— But is miſerably miſtaken in his Aim. 5 
——His prudent Meaſures for repairing the Loſs he ſuſtained there. * 
— His Particular Regard for the famous Du Bart. 219 
in the Notes. : 
Lilling flon, Luke, ſent to the Weſt- Indies, and for what. 128 
—— - Attempts to ruin the French Settlement at Cape St. Francis. 129 
Makes an Attempt afterwards on Port de Paix. r 
Limerick, the Siege of it raiſed. 32 
London, its Loyalty to Queen Mary, on the Apprehenſon of a De- 
ſcent by the French, through the Favour of the Facobite Party. 28 


London-derry, holds out againſt King James. 12 
—— Though beſieged, makes a noble Defence. ib. & ſeq. 
—— Is relieved, and by whom. is 


INDEX. 


—— The Method taken to prevent it, what. | ib, 
—— Its Garriſon how far reduced. 14 
| —— The Siege raiſed, and when. ib, 
Lerdi, Houſe of, their Addreſs to wb William, in 1694, and for 
what. 94 
AD AGASCAR, the Settlement made ane the Deſtruction 
M of Pyrates ineffectual 


172 
—— A Project propoſed, and by whom, for „ = 
anſwered the End. 


A dangerous Settlement again of Pyrates there. 08 


3 
—— The Marquiſs of Caermarthen propoſes to the Houſe of Com- 
mons to extirpate them, and how. 


309 
— The Reſolutions of the Houſe thereupon. 5. 


z 


 Mahoni, Governor of Alicant, though reſolute to defend an Place, is 

compelled, and by whom to ſurrender it. 22090 & ſeq. 

Majorca, a Spaniſh Iſland, its Situation renders it 1 for the 
Allies, and why. 


No Precautions taken by the Spaniards for the Defence of k, | 
and why. ib. 


een the World, very plentiful and po | 
| pulous, and fo large, as once to be accounted a Kingdom. 4 


—— Its Governor, being in King Pbilip's Intereſt, refaſes, though 
| ib. 


. ſummoned to ſurrender. 


—— Is forced, however, and by whom, and makes a prudent Ca. 
pitulation. 


ib. 
Malaga, the good Effects of the Battle there to the Engliſb and Dutch. 


258 
— How repreſented by the French King himſelf, ib. & in the 


Notes. 

—— And by the French Writers. 259 
| — A Medal ſtruck on the Occaſion by the French, and the Folly 
of it. 262 


— — The Device of it, what. 263, & ſeg. in the Notes. 


Maloes, St. a Deſign againſt it, and the Confoquentes thereupon. 100 
—— A Deſcription of the Place. 102 


Marlborough, Earl of, propoſes a Plan for the Reduction of Ireland. 
32 
— His = thereupon = and bis Offer accepted by the 


King. Wc. 
—— Gets into Corke Harbour. -- 
—— Lays fiege to Corke, and takes it inftantly. ib. 


Returns victorious to England. 34 
— This Attempt the moſt ſucceſsful in all King Willian's Reign, 
and ſuch a Mark of Penetration, as the Kivg never forgot, 6. 


in the Notes. 
Is 


INDEX. 


— {s made Captain General of the Exgiißs Forces againſt Were 


200 
— Several others promoted, and who. ib. 


— His perſonal Courage ſhewn at the Siege of Offend, and where - 


294, in the Notes. 
FA St. where ſituate, by whom attacked and the Succeſs there- 


of. 1156 
Mur tinico, intended to be attacked, and by whom. I 8 
— But not executed. | ib. 

Mary, Queen, dies in 1694, and the Conſequences thereof. 93 
—— The Manner of her Death, and her Character. 94, in the Notes, 
Medals, ſeveral cauſed to be firuck, by the French, and for what 

Reaſon. 107 
Memoirs of feveral Seamen, eminent in their Profeſſion, who * in 

the Reign of King William. 184 
Minorca, an Iſland of great Importance to the Spaniards, — for that 

Reaſon better defended than Majorca. | 441 
Mitchel, David, how promoted, and by whom. 62 
Mountjuick, Fort, a Scheme formed for attacking it, and by whom. * 

s taken ſoon after, and by whom. 

Murden, Sir John, is ſent to the Groyne to intercept the French Sam- 
Auron there, but without Succeſs. - 
— His Miſcarriage cenſured, and he tried by a Court Martial. 203 
— Is acquitted with Honour "_ laid afide 204 
AVAL Hiftory of Great- Britain, from the Revolution, to the 
Peace of Ryſawick. from 7, to 1 59 
 —— Cantinuation of it, to the Death of King William, from 59, te 

6 
—— Continuation of it, from the Acceſſion of Queen Arne, to 2 

Union of the two Kingdoms, from 302, to the End. 

Navy, Britiſh, the Miſmanagements of it laid open to the Houſe of 

Commons. a 77 
Ihe vaſt Arrears due to the Seamen, a what. 8 
 —— Its Force in 1696. 111, in the Notes. 


The Miſmanagement of it in 1699, and the Commons Addreſs 
1 to the King. 


e 

—— His Majeſty's ſoft Anſwer. = 
An Abſtract of it, as it ſtood at the Deceaſe of King William in 1701. 
199 


| Neueftra Signora de la Popa, taken, when, ond by whom. 139 
Newis, and St. Chriſtophers, the Petition of the Inhabitants, &c. to 
the Houſe of Commons. os 


3 
—— The Addreſs of the Houſe to the Queen i in their Behalf, and her 


gracious Anſwer thereto. ib. 


New England, the Colony thereof reſolve to attack Port. Royal in 


119 
— And 


Neva Scotia, and why. 


IND 


— And afterwards undertake the Reduction of Quebec, in Ca- 
nada, which had been a good Scheme if well executed, and why. ib. 
8 an intended Deſcent upon i it, and what Orders given there- 


8 Captain John, diſtinguiſhes himſelf at the Attack of 1 


Juict. 279, in the Notes. 
—— Is recommended to the Favour of Queen Arne, and by whom. 6. 
— — Is knighted by her as a juſt Reward of his Merit. ib. 
Notting bam, Earl of, ſends a to Admiral Ruſſel. 47 
— The Purport of it. | Y | 


—— good Effects 1 ib. 
| Reflets ſeverely upon Admiral Rafal before the Houſe of Lords s 


but to no Purpoſe. 
— Adviſes King William to make a Change is the Quad yo 
the Englifs Fleet, which is _ accordingly. 62 


AoE bombarded, by whom, and with what Succeſs. 115 
O Orange, Prince of, involved in a Variety of Cares, on hs 


firſt Acceſſion to the Throne of Great Britain. ”- 
d Earl of, lays down his — and why. 165 
—— The Efeds of it. ib, 
—— Is charged with countenancing Pyrates, and by whom, 168 
Offend, the Nature of its Harbour. 293 
The Town is cannonaded, and by whom. ib. 
And ſurrenders upon Capitlaion in a Week s-Time. ib. 
ALAMOS, the Siege of it raiſed, by whom, and "TER 98 
Partition -Treaties, the F cnndation of them, what. N 
Paul, Mr. de St. promoted to the Command of the Dankirk Squadron, 
and why. - 
—— Is ſhot in an Engagement with the Baltick- Fleet. . 
—— The French King's Sorrow for him, how expreſſed. 279 
Pembroke, Earl of, is made firſt 83 — * the Admiralty, in 
Lord — s Room. I 6 
And the Conſequence of it. | 201 
—— His Character. ib. in the Notes. 
Peterborough, Earl of, conquers the Kingdom of Valencia with a very 
inconſiderable Force. " — 
Peters, St. its Fiſhery deftroyed, and by whom. 124 


Phipps, Sir William, reduces Port Royal, and the adjacent a 


under the Dominion of the 1 and wen. 119 
Sails for Quebec, and at his Arrival, ſummons the French Go- 


vernor to ſurrender. 120 
—— Receives a haughty Anſwer, | ib, 
—— Returns, and the Expedition proves fruitleſs. ib, 
Philip, King of Spain, reſolves to retake Gibraltar at all Adven- 

tures. -_ = 


BS 5 Þ © 
— Wich had like to have proved fatal, and by what Means, 


ibid. & 272 in the Notes, 
Fav, intended to be attacked, and by whom; ; but without Suc. 


12 
— Its Strength. i. 
— An Attempt propoſed to attack the French there. 245 
But in a Council of War, the Defign was declared impracti- 
cable, and why. ib. 
Plot, a Jacobite one, a ſuccinct Account of it. 24 & ſeq. 
: Palais, Sieur, forms a Plan = ſending a ſtrong Squadron to the Weſft- 
Indies, and for what Pu : nye-: 
—— The Meaſures taken to — it. 3 
—— Sails for Carthagena, with a conſiderable Force, and what. 139 
—— Attacks Boca Chica, and carries it by Aſſault. ib. 
 —— Attacks afterwards Nezeftra Signora de la Popa. ib. 
| —— Lays ſiege to, and takes Fort St. Lazarus, and after that, has 
the Town ſurrendered on good Terms. ry 
—— The Loſs of Men before it, what. ib. 
—— The Value of the Effects he got there, what. 140 
— His Conduct cenſured. 141 
And ſcrutinized in France. 8 ibid. in the Notes. 
—— The Effects of that Scrutiny. ib. 
—— Takes Carthagena and is rewarded accordingly. 219 
Port de Paix, an Attempt made upon it, and by whom. 130 
The Place regularly beſieged. | ib. 
Port- Royal, reduced under the Dominion of the Engliſh, and by whom. 
11 
—— A dreadful Fire there, and when, by which the whole Place _ 
conſumed. 24 
—— A Proclamation thereapen, and by whom, ib. 
Prizes, taken by Sir George 1. 274, in the Notes, 
UEBECK-Expedirion, proves a fruitleſs one, though very expen- 
0} ſive to the Colony of New-England. 120 


Is intended to be attacked a ſecond Time, and by whom. 124 
But not executed, and why. ib. 
Queen Regent, her Application to the Dutch, on Account of the Loſs 
ſuſtained in their late Engagement, and the Motives that induced 
her thereto. 5 29, & inthe Note. 
— Her wife Deportment on the Diſcovery of an intended Invaſion. 
46, in the Notes. 

Quince- Fort, taken, by whom, and when. 74 
—— The good Effects of it. 8 
Is bombarded, by whom, and when. 100 
Quincy, Marquis de, his Memoirs, a Character of them. 15, in the 


Note. 


—— His Account of the Engagement between the French and Eng- 
is Fleet, 26 


INDER - 
— And of the firſt Day's W La Hogue. 53 


OOKE, Commodore, keeps King James from having any ” 
R tercourſe with the Scots. 


— Convoys Duke Schomberg” $ Army, and lands them near Gard: 
fergus 


— Sails to Dublin, and endeavours to burn all the Veſſels i in — 
Harbour. 


I 
—— but without Succeſs, and why. 22 
—— Attempts afterwards to go into cri. Har lar, but without Suc- 

ceſs, and why. ib. 

— Takes — Grand Iſland, and then repairs to the Downs. ib. 
—— Is afterwards promoted, and by whom. | -. as 


j in great Concern for the Merchant- men under his Convoy. 66 
Their vaſt Number, and his Force. 


—— Being ignorant of the Situation of the Fresch Fleet, he FP ec 


— continues his Courſe to the Streigbti. 67 
Is in imminent Danger, and his wiſe Conduct thereupon. 68 

—— A ſharp Engagement enſues. ib. 

—— The Loſs ſuſtained thereby, what. 69 


—— The fatal Conſequences that attended it afterwards, what. 90 
| Is examined before the Houſe of Commons. . 
— Their Reſolution thereupon. wt 
The Affair, however, blows over, and by what Means. _ Ik 
- Is declared Admiral of the White, &c. and Commiſſioner of 


the Fleet in the Mediterranean. * 108 
His Buſineſs there. ib. 
Arrives in the Bay of Cadix. ib. 
— His Buſineſs there. ib. 
Returns for England. _ 
5 Is again declared Admiral, &c. 112 
— His Inſtructions thereupon. ib. 


Is examined in relation to the Miſcarriage of the F leet, and ns 
Conſequences thereof. 117 
Is ſent, in1700, with a frong Squadron 1 into Holland, and joined 
by a Dutch one; fails for the Sound, in Defence of the Swedes a- 


gainſt the Danes. 17 "ns 
—— A Peace conſequent thereupon. | 
ls examined before the Houſe of Lords, and for what. = 
—— Propoies to fail into the Bay of Biſcay, and with what Views. 
231 
Returns home with ſeveral Prizes from the I: 4 Indies. 233 
His Expedition to Liſbon, a well judged Scheme. 248 


Is acknowledged as ſuch by che King of Spain. ib. in the 

Notes. 

Gives Chace to the Breſt Squadron, and proceeds up the Me- 
. diterranean, in Search of the French Fleet. 263- 

—— His Conduct in this Affair highly commended, and by whom. #6. 


Rong His 


INDERX. 
—— His Memory, however, in Danger of ſuffering, and why. ib. 


—— Sails again for Gibraltar, and reſolves to engage the French 


Fleet. 


256 
—— Engages accordingly, and with Succeſs. 257 
—— The ViQory great, and why. ib. 


How repreſented by the French King himſelf. 2 mY in the Notes. 
—— And dy the French Writers. 


—— [Is calumniated on this Account, md by whom. 264. 

— The Houſe of Commons, Rwy, in their Addreſs to the 
Queen, acknowledge his Merit. 1 
— D Declines all farther Service, and why. 270 


—— Mr. Hornby's Account of Sir George's taking Gibraltar. ib. in 
the Notes. & ſeg. 


Ruſſel, Admiral, fails to Fluſbing, and for what Purpoſe. 16 


— — Returns to the Downs. 17 
s ordered to block u . the Harbour of Toulon, and why. ib. 


—— Lands with much Difficulty at the Greyne, and returns to Eng- 
1 

— s conſtituted Admiral of the Eng lie Fleet, i in | the Room of 

Lord Torrington. 38 


— His Inſtructions but indifferently executed, and why. ib. & FA 


Is ordered to be peculiarly careful of the Smyrna Fleet, and 


"Is | PL 
| — Afterwards returns to 7 bey; puts to Sea again, and meets 
with a Storm. 


* 
— The ill Conſequences attending it. . 
s cenſared for his Conduct. 43 

His Character cleared. 8 
Is appointed Admiral again, and e in Chief by 
— 2 44 
Writes to Court for a S of the Fleet. 47 
— His Orders thereupon. ib. 
—— Sails for the Coaſt of France. : 48 
—— Engages with Tourwi/le, and the Effects thereof. 49 

— Chaſes him with good Succeſs, and makes him run aſhore, 50 
——- Afterwards returns to St. Helen's, and why. 54 

Is cenſured for it, and why. zb. in the Notes. 
be true Motives that induced him thereto. ib. 


Is thanked by the Houſe of Commons for his Courage and 


Conduct at La Hogue. 60 


s complained of however by the Earl of Nottingham, to the 
| Houſe of Lords; but to no Effect. 61 


A Reſolution in the Houſe of S. in his Favour, imme- 
diately thereupon. 7 


Notwithſtanding all his good Services, i is laid aſide by the King, 
and why. 


| * 
| Offers the Vice-Roy of Catalonia his Aſſiſtance. 91 
—— Does but little for him, however, and ir hy. . 


—— Winters | 


259, 9 


"Y 8 2 : - ns * " 


INDEX 


—— Winters at Cadiz, and by whoſe Orders. ib, 
—— Hiz good Conduct, and Generoſity there. 92 

Is cenſured notwithſtanding, and for what. ib. in the Notes. 
—— Sencs a Squadron up the Sreights. 95 
— Afliſts the Governor of Catalonia in the retaking Palames. 98 
And ſometime after returns to England. 99 
Ruyter, de Admiral, is killed by the French, when and where. 8 
 Ryſwick, a Peace concluded there, between England, Spain, and Hol- 


land, on one Side, and France on the other. I52 

— King Willan's Title acknowledged by the French King, by 
; Virwe he 0 Ad ending 4 

—— other Advantages att 5 ib, 

—— Several Reflections thereon. - ib. & ſeq. 

Gives the greateſt SatiafaQion to the Nation i in general, and to 

the trading Part in particular. 1362 


a Various Medals ftruck on this Occcafion and what. 158, i in the 
Notes. | 


8. 
5 — His ; Reſolutions _— 5b. 
| ——  Schomberg, Duke of, lands near ä with a conſiderable 
Army, and takes the Town. 14 
Scotland, the Advantages ariſing to it from the Revolution. 159 


—— The valuable Privileges procured from it by its Patriots, what 


— Eaft- India Company there violently oppoſed, and why. ib. 
—— King William greatly embarraſſed thereby, and wherein. 2 ib. 
—— Shovel Cloudefley, Captain, knighted, — why. 11, & ſeg» 
—— Is made Rear-Admiral, and ordered for Kinſale. 31 
He and Kirke ſtorm Duncannon Caſtle with Succeſs. ib. 
—— Sails afterwards for Limerick, and from thence for Plymouth, 
and why. 32 
From thence to the Downs. ib, 
—— Cruizes in the Soundings without any remarkable Succeſs. 34 
—— Is ſent to take a Survey of Br.. 41 
—— His Obſervations there, and Seratagem to decoy the French 
Ships into his Hands. ib. 
—— Is ordered, in Conjun&ion with Killegrew and Delaval, to un- 


dertake ſomething againſt Dunkirk, at all Events, | 88 
—— Appears before i it accordingly with a conſiderable Force, and 
what. ib. 
—— 1 Examined in Relation to the Miſcarriage of the Fleet, and 
the Conſequences thereof. — 117 
Is honoared with the Command of the Grand Fleet in 1703 ; 
his Force, and Inſtructions, what. — 


— Purſues thoſe Inſtructions, as far as he is able. 234 
—— Though he finds no Opportunity for Fighting, gains great Cre- 
dit by the Expedition, 235, in the — 


INDEX. 


—— Ts the Soul of the Expedition to Barcelana · 275, in the Notes, 
— His Account of the Siege to the High — 277, inthe 
. 
— Is affronted by the Portugueze, and wherein. 296 
— His Reſentment, and Method of teaching them better Manners, 
ib. 
PEN Lord, charged with countenancing Pyrates, and by whom. 168 
Sovereign, The Royal, is burnt by Accident, and where. 110 


— A particular Account of her glorious Exploits before. ib. in the 
Notes. | 


Spain, King of, dies. | 177 
The Conſequences of his Deceaſe. - 
Storm, in November, 1703, the moſt fatal in the Memory of Man. 
2238, & ſeg. in the Notes. 

—— A general Faſt proclaimed thereupon, when, and how kept. 
1 * in the Notes. 
Supplies, granted for the Year, 1703, very * What. 231, in 


the Notes. © 
—— For the Year 1704, what. 1 


For the Year 1705, what. 1. 2868 
— For the Year 1706, what. 280 
— And che Reſolutions of the Houſe of Commons a at that Time. 

281, in tbe Notes. 
por the Year 1707, what. © _ " oz 
— From 1688 to 1701, an 3 Sum, and what. 309 
Suſſex, the Proviſions made for the Invaſion of it, what. 45 
Sweden, King of, intended to be attacked by whom, and how. 173 
 —— - Addrefles King William thereupon, and the State: General, ib. 


— His Majeſty 3 Reſolutions thereupon. 174 8 
U 
ALMASH, Lieutenant General, his Intrepidity. 8: 
T4 —— b ſhot, and dies of his Wounds. 3 
Terra gona, taken, and by whom. 276 
Thompſon William, Captain only of a Fiſhing Boat, his extraordinary 
Courage and Succeſs. 5 106 
-s rewarded according to his Merit. ib. 
Tinmouth, burnt. | 28 
| Tinners, in Cornwall, their Loyalty to the Queen Regent. 5. 
7 orbay, a Council of War held there, and the Reſolution thereupon ; . 
but not purſued. 66 
Another Council held, and Reſolution upon that. 55 
— proves a very weak one, and the fatal Conſequences of it. ib. 
—— Torrington, Earl of, reſigns his Office of firſt Commiſſioner 
of the Admiralty, and why. | 16 
—— By whom ſucceeded, and the Conſequences of it. 3 


—— Receives News of the French Fleet being on the Exglißb Coalt ; 
is ſurpriſed, and his Conduct thereupon. 23 


—— b loth to venture an Engagement, and why. 24 


— ]; 


INDEX 
—— bs ordered by the een Regen to fight at B and why 


—— Engages accordingly. ib. 
—— The Loſs conſequent thereupon. | 26 
—— Is blamed for his Conduct. | 27 
—— And examined before a Council. 30 
— His Defence. ib. & ſeg. 
—— Is committed to the Toxwer, and why. 30 
aj Great Difficulty attends the bringing him to a Tryal, and why. | 
3 The Manner of it determined, and by whom, 95 35 
— The Charge againſt him, what. 36 
—— His Defence, and Behaviour upon his T'ryal. 16. 
s acquitted with Honour. ib. 
—— Various Cenſures on the Court . ; but without juſt 
Cauſe. ib. in the Notes. 
—=— Is however laid aſide, and why. 37 
—=— Toulon Squad! on, is directed to ſail into the Ocean, and why. 113 
—— Arrives ſafe at Breſt. ib. 
| Tourville, his Conduct blamed, and for what. | 27 


— His Engagement with Admiral Ruſſel, and the Effects thereof. 49 

s chaſed by the Exgliſb Fleet, and runs aſhore. 50 

| —— Enters into an Engagement, though 2 his Sentiments, _ 
wh 

— 3 into ** Bay, with a great Force, and what. 6s, & a. 

—— Comes before Malaga. 71 

— Attacks the Ezghfo — Datch * there with * F ury, and 


over- powers them. > 
— Flies from Barcelona, a why. 5 90 
—— Retreats into the Harbour of Toulon. id. in the Notes. 


| Trade, more proſperous in 1705, than in former Years, and why. 270, 
280, in the Notes, 


7 Tos the, a Sloop taken by the French, and how manfully recovered. 60 
V. 


ICTUALERS, of the Fleet, who, and by whom complained 

of. 16 
Are taken into Cuſtody, and the Conſequence of it. ib, 
Vigo, an Account of the French Ships taken, burnt, and r run . 


there. 
Vincent, Captain, is tried by a Court- Martial at Port-Ryyal, * for 


= 226 
— 'Defends himſelf, but is ſuſpended. . 
Union between England and Scotland, ſtrenuouſſy me to the 
Houſe of Commons by King William, and why. 83 
W. 


ADE, Captain, tried by a Court Martial at Port- Royal. 22 3 
—— The Charge againſt him being elan W he 4 


ſentenced to be ſhot accordingly. 
W Heler, 


| —— Goes down to Portſmouth, and for what Purpoſe. ib. 


INDEX. 


Wheeler, Sir Francis, ſent into the Mediterranean, and with 
Views. 


| —— Proves very ſucceſsful at firſt, and wherein. I | 
—— Meets ſoon after with a violent Storm. 7 
— The fatal Effects of it. ib. in the Notes. 
— — Is loſt, himſelf and all his Crew. 80 
—— In1692, is ſent to the Weft- Indies with a conſiderable Force. 122 
— His Character. 123 
Keſolves to attack Martinico ; but does not put in Execution his 
. Deſign. 12 
—— Re- embarks, ſails for New: England, and propoſes to 3 
Quebec again; but without Succeſs, ib. 
— Propoles to attack Placentia; but the Deſign rendered — 


cable. 124. 2 
———- Deſtroys, however, the Fiſhery at St. Peters, 
—— Sails for England, and, though unfortunate in his Expedition, 
was never cenſured, but highly promoted. __ 
— Whetftone, Admiral, his great Tenderneſs and Humanity to the 
 _ Inhabitants of Port- Royal, in 1703, when the whole Place was 
conſumed by Fire. 340 
— Sails ſoon after on a Craine, 4 in Hopes of meeting ſome French 
Merchant Ships; but ſpends five Weeks to no Purpoſe. 24 
—— Meets afterwards with ſome Privateers, and attacks them with 
good Succeſs. ib. 
ails from Jamaica for Carthagena, and with what View. 304 
-s inclined to burn the Galleons; but the Project thought im- 


Piracticable. „5 

 —— Returns to Jamaica, and ſoon after to England, 304 

 Whiteſand-Bay, a Number of French Merchant-Men ſunk there, and 
what in particular. | 81, & /eq- 


William III. King, ſets fail for Carvichfungiis and arrives there ſafe. 21 

_ -—_ Returns to Exg/and. 32 
—— Thinks of nothing but the abſolufe Redudion of treland, and 
ing ona' War in Flanders. 43 
(Gives Orders in Relation to a Deſcent on France. 4. 5. in the Notes. 
— — the Seſhions of Parliament, and the Enquiries a: iſing _ 
— Makes a great Change i in the Command of the Fleet, and © 

whole Advice, 60 

. —-— Appoints proper Perſons, and who, | to be joint- -Admirals 62 
" "_ Biſhop Burnet's Reflection thereupon. ib. 
Soon after declares ſeveral other Promotions. | 15. 


Confers the Honour of Kniyhthood there on Vice-Admiral 


Raoke, and ſoon after returns to London. ib. & ſeg. 
— His Speech to the Parliament in Nov. 1693, and the Reſolution 
of the Houſe of Commons thereupon, 75. & ſeq. 


— — 


INDEX. 


— Makes great Change in the Miniftry, which gives great Satis- 
2 „„ Admiralty for the v 8 
— DireQs a new ear 1 ad 
bo therein included. 2 
— His Reſolutions thereupon. 
—— His Speech in Parliament, in November 1694, ad the Rell 


tions thereupon. 
— Diſſes th Parliament in 1695, As TREES a 


Villas and Mary, proclaimed King and Queen of n S ” 
Mes- Indies, and by whom. 117 
—— His Title acknowledged by the Freach King, and the other Con- 


ſequences of the Peace concluded on at NH,. 152 
——- Solemnly recommends an Union between England and Scotland, 
t the Houſe of Commons. * 
E Fiſhing Smack, his W... 
Williams, y of a e 
Courage and Reſolution. vob 
—— Is rewarded accordingly, and by whom. 1 


Wilmot, Robert, Captain, fent to the Wef lle, and for what. 
is Character. 1 
—— Attempts to rain the French Settlement at Cape St. Francis. 130 
— Finds it abandoned, and carries off all that is of any Value. 5. 
 —— Makes an Attempt afterwards on Port de Paix. ib. 
Lys regular Siege to it. ib. 
— Goes Goes to Jemaice, and makes Money of the Plunder. 133 
—— Leaves Jamaica, and loſes a Fourth 8 
Shoals of Florida. 
— Is ſaſpetted on that Account, and dies of an Epidemic Dilem- 
per, that ran through all the Ships. ib. 
Wren, Captain, Ralph, ſails to Barbadoes, and from thence to a 
Leeward lands, and with what View. 
Wright, Commodore, ſaile to the Leeward Hand, and for what. N 
—— Differs with General Codringron, and the ill Effects of that 15 
ſention. 
——- Returns, on his Conduct being dilliked, to Barbadoes, S 1 
—— And ſoon aſter, without any 9 to Exgland. ib. 


ORK, New, — oginſt but prove abortive, and 
9 85 * 


111 


